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X O T H E 


Right Honourable Lord HERBERT. 

o 

MY LORD^ 

A S the advantages which I enjoyed from acconvpanying 
your Lordlhip upon your travels enabled me to col- 
ledl the materials for the following work, it cannot be in- 
fcribed to any other perfon with fo much propriety as to 
your Lordlhip. You, I flatter myfelf, will recolleft with 
pleafure the refult of thofe inquiries to which you were 
particularly attentive ; and l am happy in this publick op- 
portunity of exprefling the grateful fcnfe which I enter- 
tain of being honoured with your Lordfliip's friendChip ; 
and of declaring the flncere. regard and attachment with 
which I am, 

My Lord^ 

Your Lordihip’s moft faithful 

And obedient ferVant, 


King’s College, Cambrldg^j 
April 2, 1784, 


WILLIAM COXE.. 
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P R E FAC E. 


T he following pages contain the refult of that intelligence 
which 1 collected, and thole obfervatioiis which occurred, 
during my travek through the Northern kingdoms of Europe ; and 
it is necellary to apprize the reader upon what foundation the 
principal fa<£ls are fupported. 

In regard to Poland, I was honoured with information from per- 
ibns of the highell rank and authority ; and fortunately obtained 
pofleffion of fomj original letters written from Warfaw, before and 
during the Partition, which have enabled me to throw a conliderable 
light over that interclling period. I prefume, tbereibre, that the 
account of Poland comprehends haany particulars which have not 
been hitherto prefented to the publick. 

With relpe£l to Ruffia, as the Emprefs herfelf deigned to anfwer 
fome queries relative to the ftate of the puhlick prifons*; this 
gracious condefcenfion in fo great a Ibvereign could not but facili- 
tate my further inquiries. 

To this 1 mull add, that the late celebrated hiAorian-j', Mr. Muller^ 
favoured me with various communications on Ibme of the moA im- 
portant and intricate part^^f the Rullian annals, and pointed out 
j-civ/wjvthe moft approved writers on this empire. 

The nature of the Swedilh government rendered the iburces of 
information eafy of ageefs ; and, fince my reritrn to England, feveral 

^ Sec Vol. Ih p. 84. the order of St. Vladimir, has, in refpe^t 

t Mr. Miilltir died in the latter end of to his mcraoiy, conferred a penfioii on his 
1783. The Emprefs, who, in confideratiQft widoW| and onnQhled his fpti. 
o r his £rcat merit, had ii^nour^d him with 

c Swedilh 
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Swedifli gentlemen, well verfed in the cwiftitution of their country, 
have fupplied much additional intelligence. 

As the materials which I acquired in Denmark were .leTs exteniive 
than thofe collefted in the other parts, the account of that kingdom 
is confined to thole (nrcumllanoes which I was able to afcertaiu, it 
having been my invariable refolution never to adopt uncertain ac- 
counts, but to adhere folely to thofe which appeared to me 
to be derived from the moft unqu^llionable authoritfes.^ ■ 

In the hiHorical relations I have had recourfe to many Englilh 
and foreign authors, an^ particularly feveral German writers of un- 
impeached veracity, who were refident for a confiderable time in 
fome of the Northern kingdoms, and from whom 1 have dntwn 
many anecdotes not known to the Englilh reader. 

Throughout this work 1 have fcrupuloully cited the authora 
whom 1 have confulted, and have fubjoined in the Appendix to the 
firll volume a lift of the principal books employed on this Odcalion, 
with an explanation of the references by which they are dhtin- 
guilhed. 

I cannot clofe this preface without exprefting my obligations to> 
Mr. Wraxall, Mr. Penpant, and Dr. Pulteney, for their refpe<3:ive 
aftiftance, acknowledged in the> coorfe of the work. Colonel Floyd 
allb claims my lincereft thanks for communicaHng his accurate 
Journal of our Tour, to whole oblervations and delcriptions, befide 
the extracts in the following pages, 1 gratefully confe& myfelf in- 
debted for many in|erefting particulars. 


]L I S T 
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C H A P. L 

,Refearcbes into the -origin and progrefs of the Polifti govern- 
ment. — An inquiry into the caufes of the gradual dimi- 
nution of royal-prerogative^ and ejlablifhment of a monarchy 
iwholfy eleSlive.-r-rLicenfious power and condu& of the nobles, 
— Bad effeSis of afijlocratical authority. 

TT is a matter of extreme difficulty_ to inveftigate in any ci 
4^ country the origin and progrefs of its cbnftitution ; as 
well becaufe the beginning of all hiftories if involved in ob- 
fcurity and fable ; as becaufe that body of laws and ufages, 
which ^form the effence of every government, is not created 

JR a at 
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BOOK at once, in any particular period, or by single event, but 
generally refults from a feries of circumftapces, many of 
them fcarce feparately difcemible. In Poland, however, the 
political obferver has this fingular advantage, that a fuccef- 
fioOjpf accurate hiftorians * (fome of whom flouriihed foon 
after the when the liioft important branches of the Po- 
lilh conftitution were afcertained) have developed with un- 
common precifion and care the various occurrences and in- 
ftitutions, from which the extraordinary forn\of^vernment, 
at prefent fubhfting in that kingdom, was gpdually derived. 
By means of their authentic narratives we are enabled to trace, 
in what manner, and from what concurrence of circum- 
llances, a monarchy nearly abfolute, lunkin the courfe of a 
few centuries, without any deppfition of the prince or violent 
convulfion, into a ftate of almfbfe total ^aciftocracy. 

A brief inquiry into the pitiniGil>al incidents which pro- 
duced this remarkable conftitution, accompanied by fuch 
political reflexions as the progrefs of the detail fuggefts, will 
not, I flatter myfelf, prove uninterefting ; and will properly 
introduce a view of Poland in its prefent ftate. 

The fovereigns of Poland are ufually ranged into four 
dalles. I. Of the houfe of Lelko. II. Of Piaft. III. Of 
Jaghellon. IV. Of different families. Thefe clafles divide 
the hillory of Puland into four correfponding periods. 

I. The firft: t period is allowed by*tbe beft Polifh hifto- 
rians to be entirely fabulous ; they therefore generally com- 
mence their narratives at the fecond aera. 

* II. 

♦ DlugolTuis, the father of Polifli hiftory, f Qgte de Lecho ejufque Aicceilbrib'js ad 
was born in 1415, only 45 years after the Piaftum ufquc ct ultra memorantiir, font 
dciDife of Cafiinir the Great, from whofc obfeura, fabuloft, et fulfa, quare filcntio 
Feign Poland dates her written laws. He tranfmittiniur, no vuriis narrationibus inx- 
begi; IS his liiltory from thee:. i lied period of moremur; are the words of Lengnich* 
thu annals, and carries it down to the Hift. Polon. p. 2. The fabyl^is llory of 
year 1480. keiko is as follows i UpOi|^.^fe d^arh of 

^ * % Ltlfca 



POLISH H»I8 TORY. « 

II. TheeftrUei%|^%^ €)f ^itii^ond qrach has cha?. 

romance ; an4 tfee aoDount oJf Piaft^ who gave His n4me to’. , 
a Ime from wHOm' aM’ nativ^ of ^land 

Ylfho bavO*feB^ed *the thi^^ this day called 

Pia% ;is a ferles By ibrn^he , 

is fald to'^avO-H^H a wheelirrigHti oy others 4 common 
peafant, and by t# have gained the crown through 
the yifibl^^terpofitioa ff Nor indeed can 

we expe^ll^^P l^itl^l a people buried in bar- 

barifm, wholly 4|^ in Pagan fu- 

perftition. We cann^ th^fom date the authenticity of 
the Polifh annals earlier than the; acceflion of Micillaus II. a. d. 
the fourth fover^gh of line of Piaft : fibm his reign 
Poland began to HefllbnnciSi^ with Germany, the hiftorians 
of which country, a%||eB.^1^ and Denmark, 

throw a confiderable lighff^ii|^ PolilH affairs prior to the 
exiftence of native hi^i^ahs^^ ^ ^ • 

Some writers have obfei^ed, that during the whole of 
the fecoiid period the moftafchy was always elediive, and the 
fovereign limited in hiS poWer ; others, on the contrary, 
have alBrmed, that the cro^m^l^ hereditary, and its autho- 
rity abfolute : but this oontroverfy may be eafily reconciled ; 
the crown feemed her^itary from its continuance in 
the fame family, ^d hadJiat the fame time an eledive ap- 

l.cflio I. thike of a race was ap- candidatcs^jnd made known to the people ; 

j)ointe(l on horfcback, and the vi^or was to Yhe latter iWe, maflVcrtd Lefzec, and pro- 
be nominated fovcrtigruLcfzec^ one of the claimed the other duke, who allnmed the 
candidates, in order to lecurg the victory, name of Lelko IL Thjc asra in- which this 
drewed part of the courfe with nails, leav* Leiko reigned is fovtincettain, that foir.c 
ing a clear paflage for his own. horfe. This " hiHorians refer It tc^ihe 6th, others the yih, 
flraragera wag difcove/cd knotfccf of the and even the IJth 

" pearance> 
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BOOK pearanee, becaufe, upon tUe^deatli of tbcijfipgi his fucceflbr 
formally * nominated and recognized m lap aflembly of 
the nobility and clergy of the malm. WitJhs^refpg^ to4he 
extent of the king’s anthocity, his j^wei'^ in the, geno- 
^ ral^y of feudal go\(et|jments when ekerbifed ablo apd 
enterprifi^g prince, tltnmphed over all qontmnl J hut, ip the 
liaflds of an incapable fovereign, was jeiifily depreflG|d ;by 
the privileges of a licentious ands, warlike npbihty.,: 

>347. Towards the clofe of thi^leG0^perip4,.paM^,the Gf^eat 
retrenched the turbulent and oppreffive^uthori^ of the 
principal barons jr - and granted certain immphities to the 
nobles and gentry. Thi§ great monarch.was aware, that no 
other expedient copld introduce order kingdom, 

except a limitation of the yait in;$nehoe to by the t Pa- 
latines or principal nobUity p tf ^ &^ bm by a 

line of hereditary naonarch^?^^ the barons 

would never have recovered their forrher afcendancy; 
and that the feudal fyftem would have been gradually anni- 
hilated in Poland as in other parts of Europe, 

But his nephew LouiSj King of; Hungary who fucceeded 
him, being a foreigner, in order to enfure the 

poirdlion of the throne, tt> fubfcribe certain conditions, which 
infringed the power of the fovereign, and gave frelh vigour 
to that of the barons and infer^^r , nobles. The principal 
conceflions made by. Louis were;, not to impofe any 
additional tajees by|his mere regal authority^ without the 

* Memorad ergo pnncipcs, non per ejuf- gfcderehtuh^ ■ 
modi clc£lionein, hodic cclcbratur, LcngnicH; jtis Tublicum Rcgni Polonise 

ad regnum pervcnci^int, iifd ele£tio quarn is V. K p,i58. 

nominant Icriptorcs, revera crat de- f infinita po- 

claratio proccrum &: Hobiliiim, qviic preece- teftas CQCrcica Saunilms, p, 1141. 

debat, anteqijam rejgimcn novi principes in* " . ^ ^ ; 

;/Vconlent - 




P 0 L r S H H r s T O ft Y. 

OTnfent of in^' th with- chap. 

out mialo heirs;;itifo;pri*wlege^^ appointitig afovereign ihould , 
revert to tlie rioi^ at Jarge *; ’ ' ; * 

In C0iifeiiquenci6 agreenifent, Louis was allowed to 

afeetid opp(^i60i4 and having f^C»s, 

he, ^itli a vitw of inttiring the Yucfceffion to his fon-in-iaw- 
the Enaperor Sigiftnund married to his. eldeft daughter 
Maria, l^roih^ed, in addition to all the former grants, to 
dinainilh tliei^seS, to relilif the fortrelTes at his own ex- 
pence, and to coPirfer fl® dignities or offices upon foreigners ti 
III. The third peri# begins lijiGii the death of Louis, 
when the Poles verf poKticaliy Sigifmondi who 

would have been' newly acquired 
immunities ; and eleded'fbi^heir king LadiHaus Jaghellon 
duke of Lithuania, ||%bc|^requence' of his fully confirming^ 
all the ftipuiations of i5hui^^ii|;ef^ufingH youngelt 

daughter of the deceafed mpnarch. 

As, by the renunciatioiS;nf%ouis, the kings of Poland' 
were divefted of the right to im^fe faxes without confent- 
of the nation, LadiflauSt aft^rabl# the nobles J; in their 
refpedi ve provinces in orMrto ffotain an additional tribute; 

Thefe provincial afferabties gave birth to thedietines; which, 
however, no longer jretaifo-the power of raifing money in 
their feVeraldiftridte, buf %nly 'ele<Sf the nuntios or repre- 
fentatives for the general dipt. 

Ladiflaus IlL fon of Ladillaus Jagifellon, purchafed his 
nominattOn- to the fuceeffion, during the life of his father, 
by a confirmation of #1 Abe privileges abovd enumerated^ 
w’^hkh.he jfijlefiQliily r4^ed at his acceffion./ » 

* Dliigoffiws, Lib.IX. jji. Vtoj, 556^ ^' t Pwlitonim, Baronum ct Militarium^ 
v f Sec P4C, Con. Au^v lll, Lengnicli, Jus Pub. vol. II. p. 35 . 

^ > Jv': 

Under 
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BOOK Under CaGrair III. * brothei? and fuc^i^r to Uadiilaus 
HI. feveral further innovations were introduced into the 
original conftitution, all unfavourable to regal preiugativc^ 
One of the principal changes whi^ took* place in this 
reign, and which laid the foundation of 
reTOlutions in the Poliifh government, was fhe conveudon 
of a national diet invetted tvith the foie power of granting 
fupplies. Each P*alatinate or province was permitted to fend 
to this general diet, betide the Palatines and principal 
barons, a certain number of puntios oi’. feprefentatives, 
chofen by the nobles and burghers t. This reign is there- 
fore confidered by the popular pa.rty as the cera, at which 
^ the freedom of the conftitution was permanently eftablilhed. 
Gating was engaged in feye^al unfuepefafpi wars, which 
exhaudsed the royal treafiires f impofo 

any taxes without the confen| p^tlie'liatiom was under 
the necefiity of applying repeatedly to the diet for fubfidies ; 
almoll every fupply was accompanied with a lift of griev- 
ances, and produced a diminution of prerogative. 

In Pokind, as in all feudal governments, the barons, at 
the head of their vaflals, are bound to figh|; ip defence of 
the kingdom : before the reign of Gaftmir lit. the king 
could require fuch military, or, as they were called, feudal 
fervices ; but this monarch, in coropenfatipn for fome pe- 
cuniary aid, gave up that privilege#! and renounced J the 
power of fummoning the nobles to his-|landard; he like- 
wife agreed not to enadl any laws yfjllho^t the concurrence 
of the national diet. j . V V 

* Sometimes calM Canmir IV. que temj^as 

t See chap. V^|^ for proqf that the ^|ihCqiie .^c^iweqtione epm^ fingulii 

bttrghcjTi were permitted to fend Wpicfen- ^ewSihk^ . * 
tativei. Conftk Ppl, ybi.p* 

X Ofidd millas conllitutionci faceret,.nc* , v 

John 



of Gafiitiir, oledetl pre- 
f%^ufce fi^th^rXjaUilla^s king of Hungarx and 

':ajp^f^Vwitli6«i 'iiefiti.*^pn/-as the price of this 
unities from his prede- 

Vo their ob|b^iiVce in a general * “tliet 

■ 'jkfexan 4 er, brdtjier and fucceflbr of John Albert, declared, 
tli^follow^ng'lifhitations of fovereign anthority to 
bp’t utida^imal^iawS br-ifeis kingdom, i . The king cannot 
impofe thkes. ‘’a.'lHe cahnot require the feudal fervices; 
3. nor aliehate the rdyal domains-; 4. nor enaA laws; 5. 
nor fcoin money f ^ courts of 


Sigifmond iJ* ihceeede< 1 j|ifexander^:^ one t of the Polilli 
hiftorians, fbebkir^llfeihjs t^gn, exd^ with much 


, exclaims with much 

indignation, ‘‘ The Mig iis?alpoit Wholl^^I^^^^ of 'ppwer; 

he cannot procure ahy lu^dy oh the niort prefBng emer- 
« gency, for carrying oh^if^ar^ or for the portioh of his 
** daughters, wMiout ihereafing tte privileges of the no- 
bility.” , 'V' / "f" V- ' * 

' -NbC^it|^^^inig|;®ptyofi^^t'^f^ we cannot 

forbear to at difore- 

tion is the that can be lodged 

in the,haridi6f fprfoidfole engine 

of defpPtid khthpriff l ftl^ aPquiliiiph'!^ 
of France fihal||iil^^er^d tiie^liberti^ of kingdom ; 

and it ^^‘thad^ of refinance by the aflertors 

♦ Pr»clarm^ 

^Voj^ - If 


forum^ co^fi^io ac i 


ate, &c, GonfV* Pol. 
/ ' " t 'Orichoviul. 



/a 
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BOOK If indeed wem^e ixidined to 
- > rioci, at whichXJre Po}ith 

tiatc,\ve {hopM 

the perfon and property pf ^he fubje<5l W€ 
proviiions ; and the cx^lll^U retained ■ 
ence. But the time was aM^d, whei^ iwi i 
fat liberty led ’’the nobles tO; nend& ' tiSf thJrbhepv^^ ' 
ele^ve; and at eaeh elefdim^ibhtinue thck 
ments upon the regal |pth^tyj 

to a m^re ]^gean^^ fh®;^rft public attempt tows^s efba- 
blifliing this f^oUrite obje^ of freb%ie<aion of 

the hing^ wasrbmught fttwanfclh?^ of Sigifmond 

Augufti^ l^^%d ,ihcceflbf^^ con- ' 

ftc^nedtWf ludg iSould hic- 

ceed tui thi^roj^ nnl<^ he^i^ the nation . 

The^dfJath-of^ll^iin^ad'i^t;^^ without iflhe gave effi- 
cacy. tOL thi» dbht5effibc|-;whiGh^^ have been 

coUntera^ed by the populmt^i liid'lhfluen^ attendant on a 
claits^t; by. ife mayi hot be 

imptoper to f eraatk, thaty during the JaghJi||op line, the 
fovereigh^mjf^’gt tli^r acehl^fl|^^ele«5dQn^ alll^^h ffirm- 
ally railed to thiU«el%^t^hhnlhat?^^ ftill 

refted their pretensions iiix^t Ke^ rights as well as 
upon this (Esi^ht|f altyay#lffiyli^| thenirclves of the 
kingdom , of ^Sij^nond Au^ftUs, in whom the 

male line of the JagHfellon fiffiiiyvbecS^<e^nit,-;^ the 
laft who bore that title) *i 

IV . The foih'th period beginSfUj^^ s 
mond Auguftusi Snv.;i572, ■ crow^^^^ 

from hereditary right^^^^otucd^intb^ii ’ 




* Lengnkh\ 

^ ' 'abi^lute 





Y. 


ejla&|jfhed 

iei^a c^ immunities was 

dra^ffl ,^' afc^jgemsraUfliet, a ratific^n of which if was 
>ltb J^&wSItfrom t^e hew; fdvereign,- prior to his 
qj^E- HRie gmund-worfc of termed m the 

iEipll^ lbw was^'ihe'w of privileges 

oh^dhed ^ram ibrms arid his fucceffors, with the* following 
ad^tsma®, ; |t. That th«jid»giho«ldjhe ele«51iye, and 
-|t.weeJlir*;^llioidd'^nevi^^ ap^kite|^ during his hfe;: *a. 
That diets, the^holding of which depended ti|ion 
the wih ai the ihdiild' be afiemblcd eb(tTy two years. 
3 . That pit gent^ thewhole realm jiiould 

have a vdtpjpitfe^fetjqf^e*^^^^ 4 . Tj^j^' in cafc'^e king 
lliould ih^hgieithe lai;^ and prieheg#;<jf ' the nation, his 
fubje<9:s ihotild he from thi$t: mths of dlegian 

From this period 

have been c^firmed by ey^ 4 ift)yeieign at his ctaonation. 

Henry of Valois, dv^eie€ An^ Charles 

IX. King of jpi;ance, was the i^^hwereign the 

throne had thus new-modelled. 

He feiGurq#Mele0on, as'y^lby piiyam to the no- 
bles, as by a^pu]^|i^itb.?|lay amaanual penfion to the Re- 
public frQra?t^h^<^^he 8 <?^j^rance.l His example has been 
neceflarily followed by isach ’ ftwceeding foyereign, 'who, 
belide an lihcondkiorfidiFat^catiah^of the PaSia Conventa^ 


has bej^n 



ircepki^ityd' to pur^afe the crown>.hy a 
rivate corruption ; eireumiftances 
an elddlive E9of#chy.% 

,dbe yegal power fthl further' 


«|7obtt. Ch.VlB. 

4rt’’ .1'. ■:. . 
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chofen 
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I. 


chofen at eacMet, to ^tend the^iiig^, and fe giye their oi>i'- 
iiion in all rnatteffi of impoitan^frfo that he ccrt^d^ nest ifhie 
any decree without bldw#as^ 

alfo given to his prerogative ih i 57 8,by taking froin hiiB the 
fnpreme jiurifdwftioh, 0^^ of judgihgihthe daft t^i^rt 

the cauffis the n^es, excepting fuch as 
diftance t- hlF the?^fo^ place Of Veftdence it was 

enalted, that without the concu^eh^ of the king ^t^h pa-* 
laHnate ©i^ pihVince fliQuld iii' their die^nlie ;f heir own 
judge^nw^’lhould form •fupreme courts Of juftiO^ called 
’iribtmctlia RegtHX t and that in thefe couiti tbe CaufeS Of the 
nobles pbovdd*' be,, decided finally ahd: w appeal; a 

mode Ojyhdieatiii^^hich prevail to thi$»daF^t|f^ 
'The.plrfi^ehtM of JohniCafirairwas. marked by the 

introdu(ftion of thh j||f&^^)^powep which each 

nuntio claims and ^ercifes oiF ihfoipofihg a negative, and in 
confequende* Of that interpofitiph of breaking up the diet ? 
a privilege which-the fovereign himfelf does not poflefs, and 
which has contributed more than any other innovation ta 
pefijroy the due balance of the^^Poliflr eonflitutipn. 

But the kfog was ftiU the fountain of honohf ti/he con- 
ferred the principal dignities and igreat offices’of the repub- 
lic: ; and beftoWed the Staroftie^ or Rofak fieft,. which are: 
held during; the life-tiine of the polTefloH' Hence he ftilb 
maintained gttlit Influence in the Ophncils Of the nation 
but this laftjfpUtary branch of royahprpfog'attve was wrefted' 


^ ThiV appointment was tjiadfe, in 1575, 
under Henry, but did bot aWblutcly take* 
{lacc till the r^ign oif Stephen. Lcngnich,. 
Jus Pub* V. 344. IL 44. 

. f The jullipi^.:^;|h 

king’s nativSKithin this diilri£t are failed 
Afleflbria )whl* Until the dfath. of* Jplviu 
Sobiclk4 fiB^jkings judged ffcq[pently ia; 
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pe rfdti, 

from tlieltfwe of ’Al 
name. 


[^^0 he •the . 

its IK Grcatr 


Majefty*#- 



fehohai^ 


£iQm 
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pre(eBit|rfia^ the Perma- 

ifTiiuMt ap^lfsj jjteat* tbetime^of Louis^re the pre- 

liave eoqfiiiuedlwithotM: ip^ruptjon 
ta,4^^Pi}ay|i,$^f , authprityjjjaiai^jQ .^gntent their own 

pHvilei^' cpnei^^a _w^ch they obtained 

froihrth'e* ^yeteij^ft of the Jaghellon, Jineji^^- were juft and 
reaifioiii^Jk^^ a.Qd aimed jnjy^t; m, equitable degree of f ree-^ 
dom.: , wWd, however* right to difppjCepf^/^^ 
tem^ng^ ptyeift ^Ihie cjpvfnt^eM xepeatedoppor- 

tunkies ofiirefcribiijg t 3 mcdndidonal^^^^.t^^ candidate 

for the throne^tbey wSi^.fk>;tor»g#|;ontent;wi^ 
diftribution of power^ whit^li’is the excellences of a^mited 
monarchy ; but afpirejl tp nearly attained;a;.#re^Wifto- 
cracy under a ■■ 

From this general revie^vy of the reyplations iih ^e cons-* 
ftitution of l^oland> we may Pafilyi ihferjLth^^ hotwith-- 
ftanding their fo much boaftfd liberty^ the Poles are by no* 
means equally free. Indeed their hiftorians, bo\yev€r they may 
differ in oth,e| points, unanimphfty agree in reprobating their 
affe<^atjpn i^ liberty, the ihadpvv rather thanfthe reality of 
freedom v yrliichls iut^^^^^^^ turbulent fyftera of 

Ariftocratic Ikentipufnefs,^^ a few members of the 

community are above the control^ of lavy, while the majo- 
rity are excluded frdnr its protecftipp. y^e ftiould fuppofe,, 
that, if in ^y inftanpe they were free>- it would be in the 
eleftion^ a,kipg*;;otte;^their moft vaunted privileges ; and: 

Kit Poles with great ti^ith in the fol- 
lowing your annals,; and you wilb 

fcarcely-" 
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BOc5k « fcarcely find a fingl^esjcannpl? pC a fceejelj^ijon .An- 
other Polifli hiftorian of great note, the celelH*aC§d Stahillaais 
lAibienfki billiop of Plo^p, jufliy contends that the Poles, 
free as they pretend fp he, are abfolutdy in a flate pf flavdy^ 
to which theybpe ^^ pa^on 

for liberty., t. ‘ , . ^ 

Ill a word, U is evident beyopd the poffibilit^ of doubt, 
fropi the hiftpry of this cQU|itry, foat the Poles \y^re more 
free at homei^pd more ij||^(endent and flourilbmg stbmad, 
wlien the fovereign had iapre authority, wheip the nobles 
aflifted at the, diets without the privilege pf4ilE)lving them ; 
and when they fubraitted thenifelyes and their peafants to 
the jui^fdidipn df the king, affertion is 

found^fon^he following fa^ ^ , : • / 

I. The pfeferitj wretched ft ate of compared 
\vith theif former ftpurifom^ cohditiofi, dhring the reigns of 
the jaghellpn fanjily, when the burghers even poflefled a 
right of fending nuntios to the diets J, forms a ftrong con- 
trail to their former profperity ; and attefts the melancholy 
ofFpdls of ariftocratical defpoti^. 

II. The wretched condition and poverty pf the peafants, 
whofe increafe of oppfefiion has kept pace in an equal pro- 
portion with the increafe of the power of the nobles ; for 
when tic king loft his weight in the conftitution, this raoft 
numerous ah|iufel|ljjl order of fociety patron and pro- 
teiftor. 


• Rcvolvite annales vcftros vix ullum cx- 
emphim libers eledlionis invenietis. 

f Expendamus pauiulumilatiirn i^ipub*^ 
lies : inconfultus libcrtatis amor dum iidcm 
leges fenint, qui pcenis obnoxii funt| et im- 
punitatis deitderio, juris, qiio tot ia^lilis 
patria eonvellunt fundamema, iips 0 


rcdci^t 

Nulla leium n^ila poteftatis 

verecupdia r tan iujdet, quan« 
jam ngricoias . 
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ol^ptfljlic j and" a . ^^te of anarchy^ i which prevents v 
dellberatkjftf, anC delays tfih afddptibn of necelfaiy meafures 
eVftti la times preffing'era^ ; 

' 6f the impoij^ce, and cohtra^lion of 

th|! tb«itpm^bf the republic. Dufiiig the reigns of the kings 
of^ tfe^ jfaghdkih!"^ the nobles had acquired a 

“ “"derahcyv^ the kingdojtn of Polild 

|dan it il' at;pre^ 

iifdiei^n^^h ahd the introdtiClibh bf 
lib have not' only niade 

tyrhc^fffifsy'have been forc^ to relinquilli ; 




i; ^ 

a'dw^y-lfi 
nO 

ihttf hlire, 

mouidetM^^wtiyj’ta^^ la’i^cbnliderably rbddced^hy the 


L 7^^ teiritotfies gi^iially 


iate daipitibn.' 


with more thah twelve billions 


Of jtmabitantsjifwell regulated, vrould nOvIrhayO fell fo eafy 

of’ its neighb6ai:8 :' Its internal 
length, affifti(|^y its n’atur^ alliancK, would have been 
fu^cieni; to' ha^e prob^ if nbf pr^vented^ its difmem- 
^erfficnt. N^afe^the fatal *lte^£ls of the evilS inherent in 
thdiienftitntlbw^y^^ fully e^tfenhled : the famfelncapadty of 
refifting the eneroitthnaieiiti bf h|i^hbouring powers, \yhich 
made the Poles fo tibacly aC^^ to the late divifion, will reri- 
der them equally' Ihbbi^^ any futtii0 claims 

fliall be urged by a cothbina^ion qflhlmdghbohring ftates ; 
and coinpel them to acquiefeebnder any pretenlions, how- 
;in^;.qrhow^ef;Unjuft. 

arid bnhilion ^ not only tolerated, 
but are elS^|^P^Ch^l|^^oMes, yrho reap the benefit of 
thofe dvlMfe '*hi gl^ P |^^ ^cefr^''for the fuppoit.of the 
coafl|tutib^^^^^^p|Ppf^^^y' proverb, which implies 

In oppolition to this abfurd 
4* idea, 


evet.<^ 
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j?ooK hiftorian, whom l have before mentiohed, advifes 

' — j — 'his countrymen no longer to I'uffer the rcpi^blic to:be go-; 
■verned by chance, or tofubmit to the call of the die the 
miniftration of affairs, on which their viEry exiftence as a 
natwn depends*; 

King Staniflaus Letfmfki and the Abbe Konarfki are the 
moft celebrated of the modern Polilh authors, who have ex- 
pofed in the llrongeft colours the diforders of the govern- 
rnent, and thfi' exorbitancy ^ privileges poffefled by the no- 
bfes ; blit what avail the repreientations of hiftorians againft 
fadliohs, againft a tumultuous nobility, of againft the cabals 
of neighboupig powers, It is hardly poffible to fuppofe 
that Poland, without an army, without money, without 
fortrei^s, without refources, -and without good government 
the fource of all the other cj^amitiesi will ever emerge from 
her prefent fituation ; her misfortunes will not only conti- 
nue, but will gradually increafe, notwithftanding the remon- 
llrances of a few real patriots'; until by flow progrefs, or 
fome violent revolution, Poland either fubfides into an here- 
ditary monarchy, or a well-ordered republic ; or, which is 
more probable, is totally fwjdlowed up by the neighbouring 
powers. 

Non condeinnetis (fays Sarniiki, m the virorum confilia ; ncc fuiatis ampliiis cafu 
ilriking to which I allude, and of rcmpublicam rcgi; nec pcrmittatis Mia 

which it is loipoffible to prcfervc the fpirit aka res, in qiiibus vita ct mors, falus ct ia- 
in a traaflatiop) qu«fo prudeatiflimorura teritus, adlimcn fcdcnt- 
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Ladiflaus, called I. Loketcc/dled 1533. 


Cafimir II. the Great, b'. t}70^< 

aged 60; in him ended the inale line of- 
^ the Houfe of Piaft, 
v, I ^ 
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Bogiflas duke of 
Pomerania. 
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Anne, ra. Wil- 
liam count, of 
Cilly. 
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Charles JI. king of Naples and 
king of Hungary. 
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Louis, k. of Hungary 1342 ; 
of 'Poland 1370; died 13S1, 
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daughter of the emperor 
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O H A P. m 

£/«£S|rii?;«. o/!* Stani^ 

op^ofed by tb^%e^bbGUting •^wers>-^Wfl^ tbe 
dents-^their prMle^y t^qV^ed. by the diet 0 I766u#^ 
Confideram^s. in 

RufRa.r~i?c»^m/ /o 0if' rights by the diet of: 

Proceedings of that diet ^’^Ry'e of the civil ec^rmotionsiy, 

U PON the demife 6f ^ Stamflaus Au^ftus, 

fon of Cojant PoniatowiRi the friend jthd comjianion - — ^ 
of Charles XII. wjtffuppdfted in his pretenfioRs to the CEOvvn 
by the Emprefs of KvifRaj and the King of Prul^^a^ their af- ' 
finance, joined to that of a ftrong party among the nobles who 
had declared in his favour, and aided by his great perfonal ac- 
complifhments^raifed him to the throi^ of Poland, Five 
thoufand Ruffian troops ftationgd at a fmall dirtance from lhe 
plain of Vola, wherein the diet of election \yas aflembled, 
fecured good order and overawed the violence of the oppo- 
fite party. The pradlice of cantoning a body of fq^Wiers neaH 
the plain where the Polifli kings are eleftecL has betS^atlop^ 
ed by different foreign,power-fr for near a iehtury ; , a mode 
of proceeding, which, how'ever galling it may ap^ar to the 
licentious nobility, prevents the effufion of^bloOtf that for- 
merly deluged th,er$ popular aflemblies. 

Staniflaifef Was in the gad year of his age vyben ihc 
afcend&l the thfone'^ feemed calculated by bis 

virtues and abilitfei Poland from its deplorabie- liate ; 
if theT^e<£bs olthe ^ had not fettered his exertions 

• Vou 1.. .. . for 



Book foj, the public good. The faireft hopes 

’ -» his Ftiiture reign ; but thefe flattering prefages at firft realifed, 
wer^^bon difappointed by the faftions of a turbulent people, 
fomented by the intrigues of the neighbouring powers : thfls 
the reign ofHhe mbft amiable among the Polilh fovereigns 
was doomed to eK|«riehce the dreadful efieils of that excCl- 
five liberiyj which is almoft inconfiftent Withf the exiltence of 
^pernment. *' ■ 

^iThe firfl ills of his Mjyefty’s reign were highly adapted to 
introduce order and regularity into the interior adminiflfation, 
and to refcue his country from her dependence upon foreign 
powers. The tendency of thefe excellent regulations to in- 
creafe the power and confequence of Poland gave umbrage 
to the adjacent flates ; and were likewilb V^Otoufly oppofed 
by a flrodg party within the kingdom ; this crifis too re- 
ligious dilputes blending therafelves with political cabals, the 
flame of civil difcord burft- forth with a violence which had 
not hitherto raged even in Poland. 

The body of Polifli religionifts, termed Diflidents, make a 
principal figure in the fubfeqtient commotions ; their con- 
cerns being the real or pretended objedl of. attention in every 
material tranfa^ion. The hiftory of this party is thus 
flietched by the Polifti hifiorians. 

The^fprmation made its way into Poland under Sigif- 
mond I. who perfecuted its follower?: their number how- 
ever gainiing ground, his fon Sigifmond Auguftus^^‘ not 
only indulged them in the moft liberal exercife of their 
worfliip ; but admitted them together with the Greeks, 
and ^1 Mother ledls then fubfifting in Polandf to a feat 

♦ Sig^mcnd Auguftus gave fuch evident to change his religioni iit ctiam de ipfo 
marks of fhvour to the protcftant confcffion, *♦ rumor eflct ac fi avita facra rcnuntiarc 
that he was even fufpc^ted of being inclined “ vcllct.*’ LcDgnkh^ Jus PuW. II.,p. S54^ 



fltESENT;i^El%li. ^ 

ia the dik, aU the iwhoats and privileges before et- 
clufiyely confined to the catholics. Th^e maxims of un- 
hmited toleration wore fo generally adopted by the natipn at 
large^ that the members of the diet, which aflembled upon 
thedeceafe of Sigifomnd Auguftus, being of dififereth 
fuafions, determined 0n . a reciprocal indulgence of their 
refpe^live tenets ; in htder to avoid any hateful difthiitions, 
they called themfelves indifcriminately “diflidents in !^« 
gion %** a phrafe intimating, not,^ according to Our notions, 
feparatifts from an eftabliflied' church, but fimidy perfons 
holding a diverfity of opinions in religious matters. It leas at 
the fame time enabled, that this difference of religious fenti^ 
ments ftiould create no difference in civil rights ; and accord- 
ingly in thePa^a Convefita formed by the dietjthe following 
claufe was inferte4as pi^ of the coronation oath to bb ten- 
dered to the new fovereign. ” I will keep pea^e ambng the 

* This remarkable decree is as follows : “ tcxtii dccrcti, aut alicujm proccfliis judi- 
Et quoniam, aiimt ordincs, innollrARe* V ciarii faccrc volucrit a fi&i Gonventa 
“ publ. non parum eft diflidium in caufS A.ugufti III*” p* 20# 

Religionis Chriftiane, occurrendo ne ex We need not be furprized at this general 
“ hk caufA inter homines damnofa qUacdaiii||,fettfe of the diet, fo contrary to the' . gc- 
feditio oriatiir, uti in aliSs Regnis dare neral principles of the catholics, when we 
videmus, fpondemus hoc nobis invicem, confiderthat the catholic nuntios were in- 
pro nobis & fucceilbribui noftris, in pert ferior in number to thofe of the other per* 

“ petuum, fub vinculo juramenti/ fide, ho- fuafioris,fo that the former were well fa tisfied 
** nore & confeienti is noftris quod, qui fttm - to obtain an equality with the others* 
m«j diJIidentesde religione^ paccm inter proteftant party in the natioa^s at thia 
“ nos confervare, & propter diverfam fidem, period fo ftrong* that it was even taken into 
& mutationes in ecclciiis, fangignem non confideration to finr their king aPolifli 
cifundere, neque iniiultare pecunid, infa- nobleman, who had embraced the reformed 
“ mid, carccribus & cxilio, & fuperioritatl religion. “ Cum in fcnatu jl'nenmajorem, 

“ alicui aut officio ad ejufmodi procclTnm “ parem tamcn catholicis partem efficerent, 

“ niillo modo auxiliCm dare J quin limo, fi inter equites antempraevalcrcnt#” tMSiig* 

** quis fanguinem cffunderc vofucrit, ex iftd wich, JusPub. v. II. p. 555. Sec alfo Lind’l 
caufla opponere nos, omnes eiamus ob- Letters on' the StaUpf Poland, p. 8i« 

** ftridH, licet ' " 

• ’C- I:-;: P » 
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:50®K « diffidents V This dairie Hairy of to ^ 

ferve, before he was perm^ed to afcend the tofoha / ^ 

In procefs of time, however, the Roman catholidi hg^ng, 
under the protedion and influence of fucceflTive foveifiigflSSj 
acquired a qbiifiderable afcendency, ventured to appropriate 
■the expreffion of dilSdents to all thofe Who diflented froth 
the catholic religion. This alteration in the ufe of the title 
Kill attended at firft with no incroachments on the privileges 
of the other fed:s; and thuterm diflidents, though now c6n>^ 
Keying the idea of a reparation from the eflabliftied worfhip^ 
was not yet regarded in an obnoxious liglif/^ The diffidents 
indeed ftill tontinned in fuch unquefliOned pofleiflon of all 
rights civil and religious, that, When it was agreed by both 
catholics and proteftaats to perfecute the, arians, it was 
thoui^liheeeflary, prior to their perl^utjbn,^ expel them 
from the body of diflidents. In eohfequence of this ex- 
cluflon, the arians, in the reign of John Cafimir, were 
fu'ft rendered incapable of being elefted nuntios, afterwards 
deprived of their places of worihip, and finally baniflied 
from Poland i., 

* “ Pacem inter diflidentes fervabo.” “ Foft mortem JUladiflai I V.catholici de* 
Henry, who objeftnld to this univerfal trile- darabant, non elTe diffidentes nifi qui tri- 
r^on, tried to withhold his confent j upon “ unum Deiini colerent. 
which one of the Poliflj envoys ctied oiit, “ In comitiis 1658, rex nuntiiim, quia 
“ Unleft |i|||,^Bjefty coniirnis this article, “ fedte arianocum erat, ad luanus ofculum. 
•“ you cannot be Itiog, of Poland,” nift cam “ admittere nolehat j ct niintii. inter fe con-^ 
conditionein appHsbaveHIt, Rex Polonias non “ ilitueb^nt, ne ipforura conclayi arianis, 
eris. I^c,,Coq, Aug. lif. p. 19, “ locus effet.’’ Ju&Pub..II. j67,a{ icq. 

^ + The. jfellowing quotations from Leng- For the extirpation of the arianfeft, fobn 
nichiprqve the truth of the'fe fads t Cafimir was dignified by the po|)c with the, 

■ •>* Gredebant arian^ fe ad diffidentes per- title of orthodox, as if orthodoxy confiilei 
" tinerc,, virnm Deque diffidentes illos in, in perfecution, , 

4‘ eorujn ajmero elfe Yolnewnt, ' ‘ Tatjfwn* ani»i» ci^ 

• . ■ ' Thi& 



iijadvjert^ntljr to by 

t& ptptefentsjaii^^^^l^^ pi||y si prelpde to that, which 
thoy uithjeirtpisj^fpfferedfrom^ for,asthe c^o- 

licp^y,^ moft powerfi^4the;term di^dfnts^n^^ 

wnfici^4??l^yi^ P^ns prpfeffiog t|io pp^eftan|| an 
religions, liigaa.|^^^ a lei^>i||§^n^ye iip^ppit, and tp 

convey ian idea P|*]pon"Cpnformity. The fe^laries diftin- 
guifh^ by ’the appellation pf dididents, perceiving the-^ 
tentipn pi^ the catholics to.pndej^ne their pri^lifges, ftipui- 
lated,and obtained, that they djpuld not be blendedvwith 
the arians, or fall under the penal laws enacted againft 
that fe(fl:» But thefe.prpH;iifes were infeniibly.elinded, their 
privileges were gradually diminiflied in the courfe, of a 
few years they were fubjp^ed to a variety of difqpalifica- 
tions, and at length, 53* formally incapadt^edL from 
fitting in the dipt fc - An law'^ of JU^diflaus If. 
againlt heretics, as well as the penalties levelled againft the 
aians, were revived, and occafipnally put in force againil the 
diflidents. , 

Thefe continued perfecu^ons" greatly diminiflied the 
number of diflidents, and rendered of courfe their reraon- 
flrances inefFeftu^, The catholics, who now took the lead- 
in the diet, went £0 far as t^declare it high trealbn in the 
diflidents to feek the reftoration of their immuniti|^y the 
interceflion of foreign powers ; although many of thefe fo- 
reign jx)wers were guarantees to the treaty of Oliva, in which, 

. -"i . 

* Namely, the Lutherans ahd^Calviniffs ; feciiting laws enabled agunft‘ the kriafi(is' are- 
all other protcftant .fc(fts,. «the Mem- iiv fnl Ubrce againd them. Piic«;Conf iUig,. 
nonitcs, anabap^l^ and quakcrs, being not III. p. 28, 29. 
included atnbijjplle 4 tffidenes ^ t LcRgiiich, Hift, PoL.p, 376;. 

it- 
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BOOK it was &ipiilated, that the rights of the bp 

-< maintained in ^ir full Is^jltude 

Such was the (Ituation of die diffidents at the 
his prefent majefty ; wh%'though himfelf.;ftrongly.iBteli»ed 
totoleratip% was obliged tocopcijr whh theigeneral fenfe 
of the diefi, andlo cit|Et6cin in their full^tent all the laws 
which had been promulgated againft thfna. The diffidents 
l^lied to the courts of London, Peterfburg, Berlin, andCo- 
j^nhagen»:‘i^> the medis^ing powers in the treaty of Oliva ; 
who warmly fupported their caule, and prefented memorials 
to the enfuing diet, demanding a reftorationhot only of their 
religious ej^bliftiraents, but alfo of all their ancient privi- 
leges fwured to them by the abovementioned treaty. The 
dietbf f766,however|Was nert of a temper to accede to thefe 
propOlidS*' ^ / 

The enemies of toleratbn contended, that the privileges 
alluded to were become obfolete, having been repeatedly 
aboliHied in various diets ; and that the diffidents had no 
well-founded claim either to the reftitution of their civil im- 
munities, or to the toleration pf their worihip ; the bilhopof 
Cracow, the moft bigotted of the catholics, even propofed a 
law againft all who Ihould abet the oppofite party. V iolent 
altercations irofe in the aiien^ly, when the Pruffian and 
Ruffian ipemorials were read ; and as an immediate tumult 
was apprehended, the king retired from the diet without ■ 
proroguing it, as ufual, to the following day. The primate 
lik,€wi%refufed to continue the fitting, and the members fe- 
..paratedin great dilbrder. On the fubfequent day the fpirit 
of intolerance was in no degree abated ; the mc^^ate party 

* Tor the account of the Diffidents, fee Lengnieh, IPac. Con. Aug. lit, 16—30. and 
JutrubUfltarfim. ^ 

. ' : was 
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finned without rciferVe; iilSbrdef to tnncfi^ 

diafing of blfhops, by catoimah^ of* the 

dihti (St# in favonriof the diflidejita, relative 

to the fi«e tX(etdre;^^^^^ woffhip. cohbefiions not 

being th(&u;ght1fiilSei€»fiy favo the exception- 
able laws remained hn^^^ the Emprefs of Ruflia re- 

monftrateid again^ the proceedings of the diet ; and the dl^ 
fidents began to form confederacies in different parts of the 
kingdom. They were joined by many difcontented catho» 
lies, and affifted* b^ a large body of Ruffian troops, who en- 
tered Thorn, where the firft and principal confederacy took 
its rife. All the mediating powers, Great-Britain, Dentnark, 
Pruffia, and SWiden, teftified their approbation of thefe con* 
federacies. Thedifputes fOOn begap to embrace other objebls 
befide religion ; political grievances were likewife brought 
forward ; and feveral confederacies ftarted Up in different 
parts of the kingdom among the catholic nobles y all of 
whom affected to be advocates for toleration; and declared 
their intentions of fupporting the caufe of the diffidents. 

Prince Radzivill, who had fighalized himlelf in Oppofing the 
king’s election, was appointed marlhal to all the catholic con- 
federacies, united in one formidable affociation under the ap- 
pellation of malecontents. The coalition of this^ Catholic 
confederacy, with that of the diffidents, foon aflier took place 
in the palace of prince Radzivil at W arfaw. Mean while the 
king convoked an extraordinary diet, as the only pfobabic 
means to prevent a dvil war, and to appeafe the Etnprefs df 
Ruffia, tfpops were advanced within a fmall diftance 

of Waffaw^ The diet, however, Which was fummoned. for 
the purpofe of reconciling thejoppofite parties, fafied in pro- 
ducing the intended effe<^ t the bilhop of Cracow apd his 
.. A ( partifans 
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jooK paflirans inveighed wifi 
^ -/ (ions of the dii2d^tS‘ ah _ 

powers ; that ile# togethejif ' with the hiiho^) of Kiof ami a 
few others, the molt vihl^t of their pattyj were arre^wTia 
the night by a ooe|I^ o^ .Ruffian trdojpif 'andil^t, wim^ 
further triaH toiltuiJ?^- where they exp^lheOd-a rigortraS 
imprifonment.^.' 


* Thebi{hdp ^ and his aflbci- ‘‘ qimtcd his own carnage, and got into 

•ates were arreric'd on the 15th of 0 » 5 tdbcr, that of the biihpp of Polhania, into whole 
1767 ; they were dgrained in prifon palace lie alig^w at Warfaw. He was 

five years, not being rdcafcd befiirfe the bcr “ accomphnfed .by perfons of .the fii'll dif- 
ginning of 1773^ They were firft t:onfihed' and followed by a ,crOWd of peo- 

at Smolcniko, and afterwards at_ Kaluga. hiiz^aing its be paflTcd the llreecs ; 

The iglibwing ext ra(^s from foiiiemaiiufcript fame o'lt of aflfcdbn, others from imita- 
letters in pollcffion give fome account. of “ tion, or excited by fecret emilfaric.*!. The 
their Unprifonment, and of tlie billiop’s re^ , d^ipi^he palace being open to all who 
turn ^ the apartments were im- 

“ At firfi their confinement was very ri* , ranks, 

goroiis, and particularly in their journey “ bilhops, fenatdrs, minillers and officers of • 
to. Smolenfkp;? for although they were “ fiate, nobles, priefts, citizens, together 
“ conducted together, and then impnfoned “with the lowed of the populace, and even 
■“ at the fame place, yet they were never “ beggars, all huddled together pell-mell, 
permitted to fee each other during the “ eagei* to behold, liflcn to, and applaud the 
firft fix months. Afterwards they were bifliop,*who had fo uncxpedfedly made 
lefs dgoroiiily treated. - They were fc- his appearance; He fpoke for aconfi- 
•^vnaoved from Sniolenlko on fufpicipnpf a “ derable time, and related the hifiory of 
corrcfpondence between the biffiop of his imprifonmeut, which he afTured them 
** Cracow and bla partifans in Lithuania; “ had not made any alteration in his fenti- 
“ and although this fufpicinn was not “ ments of religion and liberty. ‘ I have 
founded, yet it occasioned the rcfolution “ been twdce,’ added he, * arreded by the 
adopted by .thp court of Fcterlburg to “ Ruffians, the firft time with the primate 
“ tranfport them, to Kaluga.” Warfaw, Potoflei, the fcc^md at my late confme- 
*3 February, 177^^.** The bifliop of Cracow •• merit, •and perhaps Imay yet be call into 
is already arrived : he had difpatched an “ prifon a tliird time/ 

“ expreiV./fom Minlk to the Great L han- “ He propofeS to retire in a fhort time 
1V(;dlpr\£i: the crown to anppunce his re- vVto his diocefe; and it is reported that he 
turd bn the i4th. The exprefs came on “ intends tc^forbid the priefts from wearing 
Y affcrnoon, and was followed by “ wigs and rnffles : ,hc hijj^JLwears neither. ‘ 

“ another the next day with the news, that “ His hair is grov|n ;^t^^Kce his oonfinesi^ 
“ the biiliop himfelf was on hjs route ; and ment, and he lOoki dlj^derably older ; 
“ in effect he arrived at five i«. the’ after- “ he covers his head wi^i-a ted^Cap \vhich 
^¥poon. in t^ fubnrbs of Praga, being V 

met by tlic pope’s bimtio, together with ■ * “ Ycfterday lie had an’ audience of the 
the b^ops pf Cujavia and Pofnania, he “ king, with whom he remained a foil hour, 

» ‘‘namely, 
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. Tbip iatiqaidaj^ their leading mcm- 

. bers^ atid being no loi^r iniiaiieied by their eloquence, ap- 
pointed, though not without ibme alteo-cation and tumult, a 
gfiapd committee to a<^‘uft the affa^ of the diilidents in con- 
junftiQn with the mediating.powers^ and then brdteup. This 
grand committee exprefled the moift favourable difpoiition 
towards the dilZidentS) suad propofed that all the laws enabled 
againft.theih Ihould be repealed, and their antient privilege 
reftored. Thefe refolutionsbeingldd before the^extraordinary 
diet, which was convened the beginning of the following year, 
1768, were ratified altnoft without oppolition. This ready 
and i^nimous acquiefc^nce of the diet in regulations, to- 
tally repugnant to the fentiments of the majority, can only 
be accounted for by the dread of the Ruffian troops quartered 
in Warfaw, and the inf|]^ce o| bribes Judicioufly diftributed 
by the Ruflian minifter.,’ The operation of the f^rae caufes 
rendered the diet equally compliant in other particulars ; 
and induced them to eftablifli feveral civil regulations, 

^ namely, from eleven to twelve. He ad- ** their journey. The palatine, willing lo 
“ drclfed his majefty with great decency “ repay with gratitude and humanity ilio 
anti refpe^bj and, am<^'ng other things, ** attention wlvich he received from' the 
“ begged pardon, it\ before his arred, he “colonel ditring his conllnemrnt, coiild 
“ had cxpreircci bitnftlf cither ill a manner “ not be prevailed upon to rjnir him in 
“ or in terms which W'crc difplcafing, af- •* his illnefs ; and as lie has i.)mc knovv- 
“ fin ing iiim at iliefame time of his attach- “ ledge of phyfie, he is in hopci of^cum- 
“ men:, fniclity, and zeal for the fcrvice of “ pitting his curc.’^ 

“ bi'' king, and the 'good of his country. * Thcl’c regulai ions, which respect chiefly 
After the audience lie attended. mafs, and the clhblilhing in perpetuity of the elcc- 
“ jji'dbntcd his 'majtfly with the ]I^ev\' Tef- tive monarchy, of the Lilferum Veto, and 
“ tanient, acquitting himlcif of that cere- of unanimity in all matters 0/ A&te, are 
“ n;ony\vith propriety and dcconiiii aU detailed in the articles of tUo diet of 

“ The bifliop of *Kiof having feparated 1768, publifhed at Warfaw : the pfincip.1l 
‘ front' the bifliop of Cracow on the other claules arc the fame as are mentioned in 
‘ hde of Mmik^jll not bt here for fomc the fourth chapter of this book relative to 
riir.ew Tb^'^^jpTtie of Cracow and Itw the changes made in tlte conflitution in 
‘ foil conrirnie lietween SmolenfiCo and Kti- 177^ ; . the reader will find th,rm amply meti- 
luga, the place of their confinehient, in lioncd and accompanied with fomejiidjci(jM« 

‘ order to attend uponColonol Bachmatou, . remarks in Lind’s Prefent State of Poland, 

‘ their condiiv^lor, who was taken ill upon Letter UL 

VoL L E tiding 
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BOOK tending to perpetuate the defers of the cpuftittitioHj and 
■ which had no other recommendation except their fubiervi- 
ency to the Builian defigns upon Poland, 

The nation at large feemed at this juncture to have caught 
the fubmidive Ipirifof the diet; and received the new edidls 
with every fymptom of cordiality. Poland feemed to enjoy 
for a moment an univerfal tranquillity; but it was«that 
fullen tranquillity which precedes a tempeft, and an- 
nounces to the intelligent obferver the moll violent com- 
motions. 

During thefe tranfadlions, the king, without influence, 
and confequently without a Ihadow of authority, was one 
while hurried down the popular current ; and the next mo- 
ment forced by the mediating powers to accede to all the 
conditions which they laid before hiQi : a wretched lituation 
for a prince of his fpirit and magnanimity, and below which 
it is fcarcely poflible for any Ibvereign to be reduced. But 
more grievovis fcenes yet awaited the unfortunate monarch ; 
he was doomed to behold his country torn to pieces by the 
moll dreadful of all calamities, a religious war ; to be fre- 
quently deprived almoft of common neceflaries ; and to be 
indebted for his very fubliftence to the voluntary contributi- 
ons.of his friends : to be little better than a Hate prifoner in 
his capital ; to be carried off and nearly aflaflinated ; to fee 
his faireft provinces wrelled from him ; and, finally, to de- 
pend, for his own fecurity and that of his fubjedls, iqxjn the 
protedion of thofe very powers, who had difmembered his 
empire. • 

ThePolilh malecontents could certainly alledfgife fome very 
plaufible caufes of diflatisfadion. The laws palled at the lall 
diet lx)re a greater refemblance tothe abfolutc mandates of a 
Rull^ viceroy, than to the refolutions of a free aflembly. 

4 ) The 
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ri^l -blftik^sbf and 

i^bcrt^^^ebate. W w-yL. 


t&e' WtJi^tadfj^, 4lie^t^rifediati% powers 

ftlll ib int^ere in the 

ritbf difcontent had gone fb«l^rotigh<5iit rhe nation 

againi|thfr^ king) occafioned the ihtiiide cpijtwaodbns |j^ 
ifixm Poland to . 

The diet had not Ibrig tieeh^ d^ before the Ifidiil- 


genees, granted;^ firft excited a getterab dif- 
conteat 'among the party t ^ fe-tfe^l doifede- 

racies naade^pwr appealtltee^ ^^ the ^frontietti 6f the 
Turkifli?eto|^ihidefi^|||^^ catholic fai^ j they 

carried ftandardt be^||l^hi^ighly calcdlafed to'^ih^ame 
the zeal of the i^ptlll&e V of diefe ftandards 

images of the Virgin Mary and the infant Jefu^ were deli- 
neated ; upon others thd fpread ea^e of Polandfy«^^h the 
mottos “ Conqueft or Death, ” ** For religion and ' 

Some banners bCMto as a device ^red crofs, under which was 
infciibed “ thei^tobol of vilStory*” The private foldrers ot 
the confederacy^Iike the crufaders of old, wpi# a%oij In-- 


terwoven in their clothes. One party of thefe infurgents 
feized upon the fortrefs of Bar in-Podoliay and ahdither got 
poffeffipn of Gracow. t The royal t'roopsj whb .were lbw 
againft them, were either routed or prevailed updfrl^h^joiii 
them. In this dtoadful crifis of affairs the fehate p||i^ned 




the embaB^r f|dna the court of Peterfbpg not to with- 
|aa troops frbiiti the kingdotof as they afforded 
Ihcity agaihft th^6nf(^^es i the requeff was 


* aut t 


ne etJihettatc. 


ifeadilv 







,_^lhed and devalMwi. 

twa parties, thi^^pi^ai^ 6 ]r'c^^ 4 bffiah 
prevailtJd. "i;' !®fe,co^cd)Wfes, hdwev^, 
couragedty'^JrtpAoftw, 9 lWti,!i«?.TuAS,,i^ 
Supplied were able 

to^tv^^^^^iisi 0 kn the diflbluitk>n olfthe djej in 1768, 
P'^ind in 1773.,. To enteip intaa-dlitail dl 
' defigti of'thte WO^.. 

plblttthie Vafrtous a£b of d^ty and r^enge^W^ 
guifb ahd |j^race this^ jwrt of 


leled-dtdy 0^ event tQP' 


i{Sht(|;j^'be omitted - al- 


lude ^^fhe attempt made hf a^aihnate 

current Wafr^L jl^nious friend 

Nathahkl Wraxaftll^ whole name is wel^l^h^ in the 

literary, „woirld; and wlip, during, hjiS' refid^^ at^W 
obtainei%e moil authcnfrc infurmalsG® iipoh fo intereftin^ 


afranfa£tion ,:' as he has ohhgingly.permitted me to enrich 
work this narration,,! ani happy i|:|ay h before the 

rea^?m^y|}'<^n word8*'v ■ 
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mkedl^tbe co^fdi'iks iniheM^i^Wd^^ 

and carrkd an^fniracuious ef£ape.'^_ 

"Retutn to P^arfm^ fate o^fm prind^t’ 

' confptratorsi ^ /■' ^ """ ‘ 

“ TK' tlie ttirbtiJ[|ii^;OT^ diifaftli^ 

A I* “confederates ^j^dio^d’v^clSn^ tfetf un- . “^’ '. 
“ lawfully eliSfed, afid to fils' fatal eiitation 

“ and direJSliori; Or |tei?batl0|ii, all the yarious ilf| under 
“ which the kifigdOifi^bShe^from the fiufiSan opp^l^on) 

“ pi anned and executld' One nl^fie mofe daring enlerprizes ^ 

“ of which modern hiftory makes motion; I rhea^ the at- 
tempt to affaffinate the kihgJ'-^tt is fdmewhatirenp^^ 
that in an age 10 humahifedj;fi) free from the enormous 
and flagitious Crimes commoi in barbarous oenturie fo < 

“ enlightened a^ the preferitj this is the tfiifdjatteixi]^ on^ 

** a crowned head in my remem]^rance. : Louis X’i^. Jo- 
“ feph I. of Portugal, and Stanillaus Auguftus, all narrowly 
“ efeaped aflliflinaiion. As the attempt on fi|8 Bblifh raa— 

‘■‘ jelly Was perhaps th’e moll atrocious, and his efcape cef— 

“ tainly the moft extraordinary and incredible of;tfie;,tfiree, . 

“ I fliall be as minute as poflible in' the enumeratiori ot all s 
“ the pri^ ^ Dfl.1. oircumllances which led. tfiy and which at— 

- tehded:;|^remaikable'Ovent..- '""f: . • ■ 

A 'fbiiih noblemaiti, named Pida^i,- a gerii^lrin the 
army of.tht|^imnfedisrate8,;\^^ whopiant|^ the 
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BOOK u atrocious enterprize; an(i thejConrpirators 

“ into execution were alx^iit tQfty in and,, wcrp 

“ he^aded by three chiefs, named Luhdwllii, Srraw^^i,, an^ 

Kofinfki. Thefe three chiefs had l)een engaged and hjtre^s 
“ I'j that purpofe by Pulaiki, who in the town of Czetfcho- 
“ kow in Great Poland obliged them to fweaf i the mod: 
“ folemii manner, by placing their hands between his, either 
“ to deliver the king alive into his hands, orpin cafe that was 
“ impoflibiefjl^to put him to deaths The three chief? chofe 
“ thirty-feveh perfons to accompany them. On the ad of 
“ November, about a month after they quitted Czefto- 
“ chow, they obtained admiffion into, Warfaw unfuf^edled 
“ or undifcovered by the following ffratagem. They dif- 
“ guife:d themfelves as peafants who came /o fell hay, and 
“ artfully concealed their faddles,"^rjms, and deaths under 
“ the loads of hay which th^ brought in waggons, the more 
“ efFedually to efcape detedion. 

“ On Sunday nlghfpthe 3d of September, 177 1, a few of 
“ thefe confpirators remained in the fkirts of the town ; and 
“ the others repaired to the place of rendezvous, the ftreet of 
“ the Capuchins, where his majelly was exj)eded to pafs by 
“ about his ufual hour of returning to the palace. The king 
“ had been to vifit his uhcle prince Zaitoriiki, grand chancel- 
“ lor of Lithuania, and was at his return from thence to the 
“ palace between nine and ten o’clock. He was in a coach, 
“ aqcpmpanied by at leatl fifteen or fixteen attendants, befide 
“ an aid-de-camp in the carriage : fcarce was he at the dif- 
“ tance of twm hundred paces from prince Czartorifki’s pa- 
“ lace, when he was a,ttacked by the confpiratbfsPwho com- 
“ manded the coachman to ftop on pain of inftant* death. 
“ They fired feveral ftiot into the carriage, one of which 
“ pafli^ through the body of a heyduc, who endeavoured to 
a “ defend 



" defend his maftef ifrpnci &e violence of the afTaflins. AI- 
« moft all the othw who preceded and accompa- 

“ med his naajeft^ we dilperfed j the aid-de-camp aban- 
" dbned him, and attempted to conceal himfelf bjr flight. 
" Mean while the kipj^iiad opened the d<^r of his carriage 
" with the defign of effecting his efcape under fhelter of the 
" night, which was extremely dark. He had even alightech 
" when the aflaffins feized him by the hair, e'3^^|aimin|| id 
" Polifh with horrible execrations, * We have thee now; thy 
hour is come.’ > One of them difcharged a piftol at him fo 
" very near, that he felt the heat of the flafli ; while anpther 
" cut him acrofs the head with his fabre, which penetraterl 
“ to the bone. They then laid hold of his raajefty by the 
" collar, and, mountii||; on horfeback, dragged him along 
“ the ground between theiir horfes at full gallop for near five 
" hundred paces through the flreets of Warfaw f,. 

" All was confufion and diforder during this time at the 
" palace, where the attendants who had deferted their mafter 
“ had fpread the alarm. The foot-guards ran immediately 
" to the fpot from whence the king had been conveyed, but 
“ they found only his hat all bloody, and his bag : this in- 

♦ “ It is incredible that fnch a number ‘ Evciy part of thccloarhs i$’hich his in. i- 
of perfons as were with his Polifii majelly ‘ jelly wore on that liiglit are carcfullyprc- 
“ oa that memorat>le night, fhotild all fo ‘ ferved. It is no Icfs wonderful, that 
“ bafely abandon him, except tl^ ftngle ‘ when the nflaihns bad fdzed.on tlie king, 

“ haydiic who was killed, and who fo * they fhonld’ carry him through fuch a 
“ bravely defended liis mailer. Tliis man number of llrcets without being topped. 

“ was a proteilant ; he was not killed on ARulIian ccntinel did hail tliem'l .biit, as 
* ‘ the fpot, but expired next morning of his they anfwcrcd in Rullian, be allowed them 
“wounds. The king allows if pcnfiou to to pafs, imaginingthemto be apatroleof 
** hU widow and children.” “ his nation. This happened at fomediftance 

t “ It i8,aftbt|ii||fng, that, in the number “ from. the place v/htre they Ind carried off 
“ of balls w high pai^^ the carriage, “ the king; The night was befidcs exceed - 

“ not one fliQjjfd hurt or w'Oiind the king. “ ingly dark, , and VVarHiw has^ no laiops. . 

“ Several WenV through his peliffhy or fur “ AU thefe circimillanccs coniribiite to ae- 
“great-coat. 1 have feen this cloak, and “ this extraordinary eveifk.?' 

the holes made in it by the piilol bullets, ' • 

" creafed 
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soc)K crealhd their ap^ehen^ms^ life. tl^ wMe city 
“ was in an uproar. Tbh aii^ilins ptbfited of (he tipiveiia} 
** confufion, terror, and confternationi td bijar a^ay tHdr 
prize. Finding, however, that he Was incapable of foIlbV- 
ing thenn on foot, and that he ha^^alfeady aimbft loll liis 
** refpiration from the violence with v^ich they had dragged 
'<‘-hini, the)r fet him on horfeback; and then redoubled 
^,^eir ll^^for fear of being overtaken. When they came 
to the which Turfoimds Warfat^^ they bMiged^ him 
4 to leap his horfe over. In the attempt the horfe fell twice, 
and at thefecond fall broke its leg.^^ ‘ then mounted 
his ihajelly upon another^ all covered as he was with dirt. 

H^e confpirators had tio fopner crbffed the ditch, than 
« tlfef ihegan to rifle the king, tearing off the Order ^ of the 
“ Bfecil Eagle of Pruflia which round his neck, and 

“ the diamond crofs hanging to it. He re<iuefted them to 
“ leave him his handkerchief, which they confeiited to ; his 
pocket-book efcaped their rapacity. 

“ A great number of the aflaflins retired after having 
thus plundered him, probably with intent to notify to their 
“ refpebtive leaders the fuccefe of their enterprife ; and the 
** king’s arrival as a prifoner. Only feven remained with 
himV of whom Kofinlki was the chief. The night was 
•“ exceedingly dark ; they were abfolutely ignorant of the 
way ,; and, as the horfes could not keep their legs, they 
obliged his majefty to follow them on foot, with only one 
■“ Ihbe^ the other being loft in -the dkt. 

♦ It was LuVawflti, one of the three ** the order of the Bl^clc Eagle to Puialki 
'^• chiefs of the band, who tdi?eiirffthe rib- ** and the confederates, tb pfovc to them 
bon‘ of Eagle, which hiiPruffi^ ^‘dnconteftibly that the kmj|l hrai in their 

majefty hai conferred on the king when hands, and on his way, ' jiiikawlki was 

** he Poniatowiki. Oh^^of his afterwards executed;” v 

inotll^rpr doing thiS| was 


•“They 
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Tliey contumed to through Ijie open meadows, 

« without followffl^^^^.'^ and without getting' 

“ to any diftapce from ^ They again mounted the 

“ hing on horieback, two of them holding him on each fide 
“ by the hand, and a third leading his horfe by the bridle. 
In this manner they were proceeding, when his raajefty, 

“ finding they had taken the road which led to a village called 
“ Burakow, warned them not to enter it, becaufe there were 
“ fome Rufiians ftationed in that place who might probably 
“ attempt to refcue him Finding himfelf, however, in- 
capable of accompanying the aflaffins in the painful pof- 
“ ture in which they held him kept down on the faddle, he 
requefted them, fince they were determined to oblige him 
“ to proceed, at lead: to give him another horfe and a boot t. 

“ This requeft they complied with; and continuing their 
“ progrefs through almoft impaflable lands, without any 
“ road, and ignorant of their way, they at length found 
“ themfelves in the wood of Bielany, only a league diftant 
from Warfaw. From the time they had palTed the ditch 


♦ “ This intimation, which the king gave 
“ to his affaflins, may at firft fight appear 
extraordinary and unaccountable, but was 
really didlated by the greateil addrefsand 
“ judgment. He apprehended with realbn, 
“ that, on the fight of a Ruflian guard, they 
** would infiantly put him to* death with 
“ their fabres, and fly ; whereas bytinform* 
ing them of the danger they iucurred, he 
“ in fome meafiirc gained their confidence: 

in effect, this behaviour of the king feemed 
“ to foften them a little, and piade them 
“ believe he did not mean to cfcape from 
“ them,” 

t The kmg» in his fpeech to the difet oh 
the trial confpirators, interceded 

llrongly tor Kofiniki, or John Kutfina, to 
whom be gratefully exprefles iiimfclf in- 

VOL. I. 


debted for thefe favours in the following 
words ; 

“ As I was in the hands of the aflTaflins, 
** I heard them repeatedly alkjohn Kiitfma, 
“ if they Ihould not aflafiinate me, but he 
“ alw^ays prevented them. He was the firil 
whoperfuaded them to behave to me with 
“ greater gcntlcnefs ; and obliged them to 
“ confer upon me fome ferviccs which I then 
“ greatly wanted ; namely, one fo give me 
“ a cap, and a fecond a boot, which at that 
“ time were no trifling prefents ; for the 
“ cold air greatly affected the wound in my 
head ; aqd iny foot, which was covered 
with blood, gave me inexprefiible torture^ 
which coutanued every moment incrcaf- 
ing.” 

F “they 
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BOOK « they repeatedly demanded of Kofinfki their chief, if it was 
> “ not yet time to put the king^lo death ; and thefe demands 
“ were reiterated in proportion to the obftacles and difficulties 
“ they encountered. * 

“ Meanwhile the confufion and confternation increafed at 
“ Warfaw. The guards were afraid to piirfue the conlpi- 
rators, left terror of being overtaken fliould p/ompt them 
** in the darknefstomairacretheking; and on the other hand, 
“ by not purfuipg they might give them time to efcape with 
“ their prize, beyond the poffibility of afliftance. Several of 
“ the firft nobility at length mounted on horfeback, and fol- 
“ lowing the track of the aflaffins, arrived at the place where 
his majefty had pafled the ditch. There they found his 
“ pelijje^ which he had loft in the precipitartion with which 
“ he was hurried away : it was bloody, and pierced with 
“ holes made by the balls or fabres. This convinced them 
“ that he was no more. 

* 

“ The king was ftill in the hands of the feven remaining 
“ aflaffins, who advanced with him into the wood of Bielany, 
“ when they were fuddenly alarmed by a Ruffian patrole or 
“ detachment. Inftantly holding council, four of them dif- 
“ appeared, leaving him with the other three, who com- 
polled him to walk on. Scarce a quarter of an hour after 
“ a fecond Ruffian guard challenged them a-new. Tw'o of 
“ the alTaffins then fled, and the khig remained alone with 
“ Kofinlki the chief, both on foot. , His majefty, exhaufted 
“ with all the fatigue which he had undergone, implored his 
conductor to flop, and fuffer him to take a moment’s repofe. 
Kofinlki refufed it, menacing him with his naked fabre ; 
“ and at the fame time informed him, that beyond the wood 
they Ihould find a carriage. They continued their walk, 
tiirthey came to thefoor of the convent of Bielany. Ko- 

“ finlki 



P R E S E N r; R E I G N. 3< 

finfki appeared loft in thought, and fo much agitated by 
“ his refleitions, that the king perceiving his diforder, and ' 
obferving that he wandered without knowing the road, 

“ iaid to him, ‘ I fee you are at a lofs which way to proceed. 

“ Let me enter the convent of Bielany, and do you provide 
“ for your own fafety. ‘ No,’ replied Kofinfki, ‘ I have 
“ fworn.’ 

“ They proceeded till they came to Mariemont, a fmaU 
palace belonging to the houfe of Saxony, not above half a 
** league from Warfaw : here Koftnlki betrayed Ibme fatis- 
“ faction at finding where he was, and the king ftill de- 
“ manding an inftant’s repofe, heconfented at length. They 
“ fat down together on the ground, and the king employed 
thefe moments in endeavouring to foften his condudor, 

“ and induce him to favour or permit his efcape. His ma- 
“ jefty reprefented the atrocity of the crime he had commit- 
ted in attempting to murder his fovereign, and the invali- 
dity of an oath taken to perpetrate fo heinous an action: 
Kolinfki lent attention to this difcourfe, and began to be- 
“ tray fome marks of remorfe. ‘ But,’faidhe, ‘ if 1 fliould 
“ confent and reconduil you to W^favv, what will be the 
“ confequence ? — I fliall be taken and executed !’ 

“ This reflexion plunged him into new uncertainty and 
“ embarrafsment. ‘ I give you my wor^,’ anfwered his ma- 
“ jefty, ‘that you fliaU fuffer no harm; but if you doubt 
“ my proraife, efcape while there is yet time. I can find 
“ my way to fome place of fectirity: and I will certainly d’- 
“ rc<ft .your purfuers’totake the contrary road to that which 
“ you have chofen.’ Kofinfki could not any longer contain 
“ himlelf, but, throwing himfelf at the king’s feet, implored 
“ forgivenefs for the crime he had committed ; and fwore to 
“ proteiSl him againft every ehenty, relying totally on lus 

F 2 “ generofity 
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BOOK « generofity for ^don aind prtfervatiohv majefty rei- 
terated to him his aflurahcestlf fafetyi Judging, however, 
“ that it was prudent to gain feme afylum without delay, 
“ and reconciling that there was a mill at fdme confiderafele 
“ diltance, he immediately -made towards it. Koiiniki 
“ knocked, but in vain f no anfwer was given : he then 
“ broke a pane of glafs in the window, and iptreated for 
flielter to a nobleman who had been plundered by robbers. 
“ The miller refufed, fuppoling them to be banditti,' and 
“ continued for more than half an hbur m ^rlift in his de- 
“ nial. At len^h the king approacliei^, and fpeaking 
“ through the broken pane, endeavoured to perfuade him to 
“ admit them under his roof, adding, ‘ If we were robbers, 
“ as you fuppofe, it would be very eafy foi>us to break the 
“ whole window, inftead of dne pane of glafs.’ This argu- 
“ ment prevailed. They fet length opened the door, and 
“ admitted his raajefty. He immediately wrote a note to 
“ General Coccei, colonel of the foot guards. It was lite- 
“ rally as follows ; ‘ Par une efpece de niiracle je fuis fauve 
“ des mains des aflaflins;. je fuis ici au petit moulin de 
“ Mariemont. Venez au plutdt me tirer d’ici. Je fuis bleffi^, 
“ mais pas fort It Was with the greateft difficulty, how- 
“ ever, that the king could perfuade any one to carry this 
“ note to Warfaw, as the peofde of the mill, imagining that 
“ he was a nobleman who had juft been plundered by rob- 
“ bers, were afraid of falling in with the troop. Kofinlki 
“ then offered to reftore every thing he had taken; but his 
“ majefty left hiih all^' except the blue ‘ribbon of the White 
“ Eagle. . 

, 1 ' 

♦ , V By a kmd of miracle I am cfcapcd ** as poffiblc, and take me from hence. I 
from the hand# of affafEns. I am now at am wounded^ but not dangeroully/’ 

*Mhe jKi|| of Mariemont. Come ai;fi»on 

“ when 
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When the meEengei? arrived-with th#^ote, the aftonith- 
“ ment and joy ki^edi^v. Gk)ccei inftantly rode to the 
“ mill, follovK^'.hy a;detac|i^,r^ of the guards. He met 
|jk)finflei at the door w his fabre drawn, who admitted 
“ him as foot) as he knew him. The king had funk into a 
“ fleep, caufed by his Jatigue ; and was ftretched on the 
« ground, covered with the millers cloak. Coccei imme-* 
diately threw himfelf at his majefty’s feet, calling him his 
« fovereign, and killing hishand. |t is not |j|dy to paint 
« or defcribe the ^ftoitillimeht of. the miller and his family, 
“ who inftantlylteitated Coccei’s, example, by throwing 
“ themfelves on their knees The king returned to War- 
“ faw in General Coccei’s carriage, and reached the palace 
“ about five in the morning. His wound was found not to 
“ be dangerous, and he foon recovered the bruifes and in- 
“ juries, which he had fuffered during this memorable night. 

“ So extraordinary an efcape is fcarce to be paralleled in 
“ hiftory, and affords ample matter of wonder and furprife.. 
“ Scarce could the nobility or people at Warfaw credit the 
“ evidence of their fenfes, when they faw him return.. Ccr- 
“ tainly neither the efcape of the king of France from Da-. 
“ mien, or of the king of Portugal from the confpiracy of tlie 
“ Duke d’Aveiro, were equally amazing or improbable, as. 

“ that of the king of Poland. 1 have related it very minutely, 

“ and from authorities the higheft and moft inconteftible. 

“ It is natural to inquire what is become of Kolinlki, the 
“ man who faved his majefty’s life, and the other confpira- 
“ tors. He was l^rn in the palatinate of Cracow, and, of. 
“ mean extraflion : having aifumed thename of Kofinlkit, 

* “ I have been at this mill, rendered ** miller to the extent of his wilhes in build- 
** memorably by fo fmgiilar an event. It is “ in him a mill upon the Villula, and allow- 
** a wretched Polifh hoVel, at a difbance from ing him a fmall penfion.*^ 

** any houfe. The king has rewarded the Jtljl^r^ariaroc was John Kntto* 

which . 
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BOOK u ^vhich is that of a noble family, to give himfelf credit. 
“ He had been created an officer in the troops of the confe- 
“ derates under Pulafki. It would feem as if Kofinfki began 
** to entertain the idea of preferving the king’s life from^be 
time whenLukawfki and Strawenfki abandoned him; yet 
he had great ftruggles with himfelf before he could refolve 
“ on this conduft, after the folemn engagement^ into which 
“ he had entered. Even after he had conducted the king 
“ back to iVKarfayiry he expreffed more than once his doubts 
“ of the propriety of what he bad done, and forae remorfe 
for having deceived his employers, 

“ Lukawlki and Strawenlki were both taken, and fcveral 
“ of the other alTaffins. At his majefty’s peculiar requeft 
and intreaty, the diet remitted the capita punifhment of 
the inferior confpirators, and condemned them to work for 
“ life on the fortifications of Kaminiec, where they now are. 
“ By his interceffion likewife with the diet, the horrible pu- 
nilhment and various modes of torture, which the laws of 
“ Poland decree and infiid on regicides, were mitigated; and 
“ botliLukawlki and Strawenfki were only fimply beheaded. 
“ Kofinfki was detained under a very ftridl confinement, 
and obliged to give evidence againft his two companions. 
“ A perfon of diftindlion, who faw them both die, has alTured 
me, that nothing could be more noble and manly than all 
Lukaw^fki’s condudl previous to •his death. When he 
“ was carried to the place of execution, although his body 
“ was almoft extenuated by the feverity of his confinement, 
“ diet, and treatrhent^ his fjnrit uh^bdued raifed him above 
“ the terrors of an infamous and phblic execution. ’ He had 
“ not been permitted to fhave his beard while in prilbn, and 
“ his drefs wasfqualid to the greateft degree ; yet none of 
" thefehumiliationscoulddeprefs his mind. With a grandeur 
4 ■ “of 
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of ibul worthy of a better caufe, but which it is'impoiJible 
“ not to admire, he yefufed* to fee or embrace the traitor' 

“ Kofiniki. When conducted to the fcene of execution, 

“ Which was about a mile from Warfaw, he betrayed no 
“ emotions of teiror or unmanly fear. He made a ftiort 
“ harangue to the multitude alfembled upon the occafion, 

“ in whichjhe by, no means exprefled any forrow.for his part 
“ cohdudl, or contrition for his attempt on the king, which 
“ he probably regarded as meritorious aiP patriotic. His 
“ head was fevered from liis body. 

“ Straweniki was beheaded at the fame time, but he nei- 
“ ther harangued -the people, orfhewed any figns of eoatri- 
“ tion. Pulalki, who commanded one of the many corps 
“ of confederate Poles then in arms, and who was the great 
“ agent and promoter of the alfailination, is Hill .alive % 

“ though an outlaw and an exile. He is faid, even by the 
“ Ruffians his enemies, to poffefs military talents of a very 
“ fuperior nature; nor were they ever able to take him pii- 
“ foner during the civil war. 

“ To return to Kolinlki, the man who faved the king's 
“ life. About a week after Lukawiki and Strawenlki’s ex- 
“ ecution, he was fent by his majelly out of Poland. He 
“ now relides at Seraigallia in the papal territorieSj where he 
“ enjoys an annual penfion from the king. 

“ A circumftance aimoft incredible, and which feems to 
“ breathe all the fanguinary bigotry of the i6th century, I 
“ cannot omit. It is that the papal nuntio in Poland, iii- 
“ fpired with a furious zeal againll the diffidents, whom he 

“ believed to be prote<J|®d. by the king, .not only approved 

• ■■ ' ' ' 

* After the concludon of thefe troubles,. American fervicc, 3ocl was ftjlled in forcing, 

Piilafkl efcaped from Poland, and repaired the Britifli Lines at the liege of Savannah in 
to America : he djllinguiJQicd himfelf in the 


“the 
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BOOK (t the fcheme majefty? I>jit blefled the 

“ weaixins of the confpirators att Gzellochow,previoiLts to their 
“ fetting out on th©ir ^xpeditbn. This is a trait incUiputa- 
“ bly true, and fcarcely to.be exceeded by any thing under 
“ the reign pf., Charles IX. of France, and of his mother Ca- 
“ tharine pfiMedicis.” 

In addition to Mr. Wraxall’s accountvl am enabled to add 
the following circumftances : ^ 

•lJpon<^j|^rfipocpei’s arrival at the mill, the firft queftion 
whicli his majefty alked was, wheth^vany of his attendants 
had fufFered from the aflaffins ; and upon heing informed 
that one of the heyducs WM jtilled upon the fpot, and another 
dangeroufly wounded, his mind, naturally feeling, now ren- 
dered more fufceptible by bis late dangei^ was greatly af- 
feifted; and his joy at his own efeal^ wasconfiderably dimi- 
nilhed. 

, Upon his return to Warfaw, the ftreets through which he 
paired were illumined with torches, and crouded by an im- 
menfe concourfe of people, who followed him to the palace, 
crying out inceflantly “ The king is alive,” Upon his en- 
tering the palace, the doors were flung open, and perfons of 
all ranks were admitted to approach his perfon, and to felici- 
tate him upon his efcape. The fcene, as I have,been informed 
by feveral of the nobility who were prelent, was affecting 
beyond defcription. Every one ftruggled to get near him, 
to kifs his hand, or even to touch his deaths : all were fo 
tranfported with joy, that they even loaded Kolinlki with 
carefles, and called him the faviour of ‘their king. His ma- 


jefty was fo afieded with thefe Jbns of zeal and afledtion, 
that he exprefled in the moll feeling manner his flrong fenfe 
of .(^fe proofs of their attachment, and declared it was the 
; hour of his whble life. In this moment of rapture 

he 
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he forgot the dangers he had avoided, and the wounds he had 
received ; and as every one f&emed anxious to learn the cir- 
cumftances of his efcape, he would not fuffer his wounds to 
be m^edted and dreffed before he had himfelf fatisfied their 
impatience, by relating the difficulties and dangers he had 
undergone. During the recital, a perfon unacquainted with 
the language might have difcovered the various events of the 
ftory from the changes of expreffion in the countenances of 
the byftanders, which difplaycd the moll fuddeft -alterations 
from terror to corapaffion, from compaffion to aftonilhment, 
and from aftonilhinent to rapture ; while the univerfal lilence 
was only broken by lighs and tears of joy. 

The king having finilhed the account, again repeated his 
affurances of gratitude and affeition for the unfeigned proofs 
they had given of their Ibve and attachment ; and difmilTed 
them, by adding, that he hoped he had been thus miracu- 
loufly preferved by Divine Providence, for no other purpofe 
than to purfue with additional zeal the good of his country, 
which had ever been the great objedl of his attention. 

Being now left alone, his majefty permitted the furgeons 
to examine the wound in his head. Upon cutting away the 
Ikin, it appeared that the bone was hurt, but not dangeroully; 
from the quantity of clotted blood, the operation of drcffing 
was tedious and painful, and was lubmitcd to by the king 
with great patience and •magnanimity. The furgeons pro- 
pofed^t firfl; to bleed him in the foot; but they laid afidg 
this intention upon finding both his feet fwollen confider- 
ably, and covered with' blifters and bruifes. 

The family of the heyduc, who had faved the king’s life 
by the lofs of his own, was amply provided for: his body was 
buried with great pomp ; and his majefty erected an hand- 

VoL. I. G fome 
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BOOK fome monument to his memory, with an .elegant infcription. 
^ expreffive of the man’s fidelity and of his own gratitude. 

I faw the monument : it is a pyramid ftanding upon a^ 
farcophagus, with a Latin and Polifh infcription; the fdfmer 
I copied, and it is as follows. 

“ Hie jacet Georgius Henricus Butzau, qui regem Stani- 
flaum Auguftum nefariis parricidorum telis' impeditum^ 
“ die III Nov. 1771, proprii pedoris clypeo defendens, 
** geminaiiij i^tibus eonfoflus, gloriole occubuit. Fidelis 
“ fubditi necem lugens, Rex pofuit hocce monumeiitum iL* 
“ lius in laudem, aliis exempio * ” 


* “ Here 1 ies George Henry Butzau, who, 
“ on the 3d of November, 1771, oppofing 
his own breaft to fhield'Stankhus Au- 
guftus from the weapons of nefarious 
“ parricides, was pierced with repeated. 


“ wounds, and glorioufly expired. The 
“ king, lamenting the death of a faithful 
fubje^t, erected •this monument, as a tri- 
** bute to him, and an incentive to otliers*'’ 
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Account of the plan and progrefs of the partition of Poland.-— 
Frojedledby the king of Adopted by the emperor 

(^Germany, and finally acceded to by the emprefi of Ruflia. 
’•—‘fbe confent of the king and diet 0/ Poland extorted after 
great oppofitiom-T^Cbanges in the government introduced by 
the partitioning powers. — Spirited^ but fruitlefs^ refijlance 
of the Polifli delegates.-^Fate of the dijftdents, 

W E are nD\y arrived at that remarkable event of the 
prefent reign, the partition of Poland ; which was 
planned with fuch profound fecrecy, that it Was fcarcely fuf- 
pedled before it was carried into execution. Poland had long 
derived its principal fecurity from its peculiar fituation be- 
tween three great powers, each equally interefted to prevent 
the others from acquiring any increafe of ftrength, or addi- 
tion of territory ; the union of thefe rival potentates was 
ronfidered as a circumftance nearly itnpoffible ; and Ihould 
fiu'h an unexpedled union take place, it was thought incre- 
dible that the other princes of Europe would paflively fub- 
mit to a material alteration in the balance of power. 

Treaties upon treaties, and negotiations upon negotiations 
had guarantied to Poland the pofleflion of her territory ; and 
the very three powers* who difmembered her provinces, had, 
at the prefent king’s acceRion, folemnly renounced all right 
and titloto any part of the Polifh dominions. But treaties 
and guaranties are in general only adhered to until they can be 
broken with fafety : the oitly effedtual method for any Rate 

G 2 - to 


CHAP. 

IV, 



44 


PARTITION OFP OX- A N D. 

BOOK to feciire its dominions, is tormike itfelf feQ^^^ble by its 
ftrength and unanimity, and to"be prepared igainft any at- 
tacks. When a 'pbwerful people impute national difafters, 
which a proper vigour and forefight might have prevc^ed, 
to the perfidy of foreign flates, they only bear teftimony, in 
more fpecious terms, to their owh indolence, negligence, or 
weaknefs of government. Nor is that fyftematical jealoufy, 
which modern nations profefs to entertain for the balance of 
power, to' be depended on as a more eflfedtual fafeguard to 
any particular fiate, than the faith of treaties. This principle, 
though founded on the moft obvious and judicious policy, 
and though at times produdlive of the moft beneficial effedls, 
is unluckily liable to be counteradted and defeated by an al- 
moft innumerable variety of contingencies. ' Where a com- 
bination of different powers is requilite to give efficacy to this 
principle, thofe powers may want >unanimity and concert; 
where again the exertion of only a fingle ftate is fufficient, 
that ftate may, by the temporary fituation of affairs, or the 
cafual interefts of its governing party, be rendered incapable 
of adling with proper fpirit. In a word, the anxiety of 
European ftates for the prefervation of the balance of power 
is, by no means, an invariable pledge of protedlion^ to any 
fingle nation. Venice was brought to the verge of ruin by 
a reliance on this principle ; Poland received from it no fub- 
ftantial protedlion; nor did Englahd, though ftruggling 
fingly againft a hoft of enemies, reap, in her late conteft, the 
flighteft benefit from its influence. 

The natural ftrength of Poland, if properly exerted, would 
have formed a more certain bulwark againft the ambition of 
her neighbours, than the faith of treaties, or an attention, in 
the oth^ European nations, to the balance of power. It is 
extremely worthy of remark, that of the three partitioning 

powers, 



45 


P A R T^I T I 0 N p F P 0 L A N D. 

powers, Pruifia *• was forifteyly in a ftate of vaflalage to the 
republic ; Ruflia t pnce faw.its capit^ and throne pofleffed ' — /— 
by the Poles ; while Auftria, fcarce a century ago, was in- 
debte(tto a fovereign J of this country for the prefervation 
of its metropolis, and almoft for its very exiftence. 

A kingdom, fo lately the matter or protedlor of its neighr 
hours, wonJd never have been fo readily overwhelmed by 
them, without the moft glaring imperfedions in its govern- 
ment. Poland, in truth, formerly more powerful than any 
of the furrounding Rates, has, from the defers of its con- 
ftitution, declined in the midft of general improvement; 
and, after giving law to the north, is become an eafy prey 
to every invader. 

The Partition of Poland was firft projeitted by the king of 
Pruffia. Polifli or Weftern Pruflia had long been an objedt 
of his ambition r exclufi^e of its fertility, commerce, and po- 


♦ In the 13th century, all Pruffia belonged 
to the knights of the Teutonic order. In 
1454 that part, (ince denominated Polifh or 
Weftern Pruffia, revolted to CafimirlV, and 
was afterwards incorporated into the domi- 
nions of the republic ; at the fame time the 
knights were conftrained to hold the remain- 
ing part, called Eaftern Pruffia, as a fief of 
the crowm of Poland. In 1 525 Eaftern Pruf- 
fia was ereited into an hereditary duchy, 
q|id given to Albert of Brandenburg as a 
folifti fief. Upon his death it fell to his 
fon Albert Frederic, who being® impaired 
in his faculties, the adminiftraiion was vefted 
firft in Joachim Frederic elefl^or of Branden- 
burg, and afterwards in Joachim’s fon John 
Sigifmond, who had married Albert’s daugh- 
ter, Upon the demife of Albert, without 
male heirs, John Sigifmond, who fuccceded 
to the duchy of Pruffia, did homage for that ^ 
duchy as aVaffal of the republic. His grand- 
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fon Frederic William, the great Elc^Ior, was 
the firft duke of Pruffia releafed from this 
badge of feudaldependencc by John Jafimir; 
Eaftern Pruffia being declared a fovereign, 
independent, and hereditary duchy. 

Frederic, fon of Frederic William the 
Grea|, affunicd the title of King of Pruffia, 
which however the Poles never acknow- 
ledged, until 1764, at the acceffion of Sta- 
niflaus Auguftus. His prefent majefty Fre- 
deric II. by the partition treaty now poireft’cs 
both Wefteru and Eaftern Pruffia. 

t Under Sigifmoiid III. wiiofc troops got 
pofleffion of Mofeow, and whofe fon Ladil- 
laus was chofen great dtike of Alufeovy by 
a party of the Ruffian nobles. 

X John SobiefkijWhocompclledthcTuiks 
to raife the liege of Vienna, and deliveicd 
the houfe of Auftria from the greateft dau-- 
gers it ever experienced. 


pulation, 
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BOOK .pulation, its local Situation rendered it highly valuable to 
' — ^ that monarch ; it lay between his German dominions and 
Eartern Prnffia, arid while poflfefled by the Poles, cut off, at 
•their will, all coirimunication between them, puring^iie 
courfe of the laft general war, he experienced the iridft fatal 
efFeds from this disjoined ftate of his territories. By the ac- 
quifition of Weftern Pruffia, his dominions woqjd be ren- 
dered compaft, and his troops in time, of war be able to 
march from Berlin to Koninglburgh without interruption. 
Tlie period was now arrived, when the fituation of Poland 
leemed to promife the attainment of this favourite object. 
He purfued it, however, with all the caution of an able 
politician. On the commencement of the troubles, 
he Ihewed no eagernefs to interfere in .the affairs of 
this country ; and although he had concurred with the 
emprefs of Rullia in railing Stanillaus Auguftus to the 
throne of Poland ; yet he declined taking any arrive part in 
his favour againft the confederates. Afterwards, when the 
whole kingdom became convulfed throughout with civil 
commotions, and defolated likewife by the plague, he, 
under pretence of formiQ| lines to prevent the fpreading of 
the infedion, advanced bis troops into Polifh Pruffia, and 
.occai>fed that whole diftridt. 

Though now completely mafter of the country, and by 
no means apprehenfive of any formidable reliftance from 
-the difunited and diftradled Poles, yet, as he was well aware 
that the fecurity of his new acquilition depended upon the 
acquiefcence of Pruffia ?md Auftria, he planned the Partition 
of Poland. He communicated the projedl to the emperor, 
..either upon their interview at Neifs in Silefia, in 1 769, or 
S in 
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in that of the folldwin^ year, at Neuftadt in Auftria ; from 

whom the overture met with a ready coneurrence. Jofeph , v ^ 

who had beforfe fecretly encouraged the confederates, and 
eve'Il'Wiipmenced a negotiation with the Porte againft Iluflia, 
now fuddenly altered his meafures, and increafed his army 
towards the Polifh frontiers. The plague prefenting to him, 
as well as Co the king of Pruflia, a fpecious motive for ilati- 
oning troops in theabminions of the republic; he gradually 
extended his lines, and, in 1772, occupied the whole terri- 
tory, which he has fince difmembered. But, notwithftanding. 
this change in his fentiments, his real views upon Poland 
were at firft fo efFe<51;ually concealed, that the Polifli rebels 
conceived that the Auftrian army was advancing to adl in 
their favour ribt fuppoling it poffible, that the rival courts 
of Vienna and Berlin could adl in concert. 

Nothing more remained towards completing the partition,, 
than the acceflion of the emprefs of Ruilia. That great prin- 
cefs was too difeerning a politician not to regard wdth a jealous 
eye the introdudtion of foreign powers in Poland, Poflclling 
an uncontrouled afcendancy over the whole country, Ihe 
could propofe no material advantage from the formal acqui- 
iition of a part ; and mull purchafe a moderate addition to 
her territory by a conflderable furrender of authority. . The 
king of Pruflia, well acquainted with, the true interefts of. 
Ruflia in regard to Poland, and with the capacity- of the 
emprefs to difeern thofc interefts, forbore (it is faid) open- 
ing any negotiation on the fubjedl of the partition, until flie 
was involved in a Turkilh war. At that crifis he difpatched . 
his brother Prince Henry to Peterlburg, who fuggefted to the 
emprefs that the houfe of Auftria was forming an alliance with 
the Porte, which, if it took place, . would create a moft formi- 
dable 
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dable Gombinatiott* againft ' hef ; that,- nevcfithi^ers, the 
' — frienclfliip of that houfe, was to be purchafed by acceding to 
the partition t ihat; upon this the emperor Was 

willing to renounce his connexion with the Grand Si^iof, 
and would fuffer the Ruiiians to profeeute the war* without 
interruption. Catharine, anxious to pufti her conquefts 
againft the Turks, and dreading the interpolipon of the 
emperor in that quarter ; perceiving likewife, from the 
intimate union between the courts of Vienna and Berlin, 
that it would not be in her power, at the prdent juncture, to 
prevent the intended partition, clofed with the propofal* 
and feledted no inconfiderable portion of the Polifli territories 
for herfelf. The treaty was llgned at Peterfburg in the 
beginning of February, 1772, by the Ruffian, Auftrian, 
and Pruffian plenipotentiaries. 

As the troops of the three courts were already in pof- 
feffion of the greateft part of Poland, the confederates, 
hemmed in on all fides, were foon routed and difperfed; 
and Europe waited in anxious exijedation what would 
be the iffue of this unexpeded union : yet fuch was 
the profound fecfecy with which the partitioning powers 
procegcled, that for fome time after the ratification 
of the treaty, only vague conjedlures were entertained 
even at Warfaw concerning their real intentions ; and 
the late lord Cathcart, the Englilh minifter at Peterfburg, 

was 


* 1 have a collection of MS. letters writ- On cacht i Vienne les vrais motifs et Ic 
ten from Warfaw before and after the par- “ but dc la prochaine entree des troupes en 
tition: the following pafl'ages from thofe “ Polognc,” &c. May 6, 1772. 
letters will fliew the myfterious conduCf of All the letters fpeak of the apprchcnfions 
the three courts, and the uncertainty of the of difmemberment 5 but the firft which 
Poles concerning the difmemberment. mentions it with any certainty is dated May 

* 9 , 
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was able to obtain no authentic informatimi of its lignatiu’e, *’• 
until two months after the event. «— », — 

The firft formal notification of any pretenfions to the Po- 
lifli tgrritory was in the month of September, 1772, an- 
nounce 3 *h) the king and fenate affembled at Warfaw, by the 
Imperial embalTador; which was foon followed by themem0‘' 
rials of the Jlufiian and Pruflian courts, fpecifying their re- 
fpeitive claims. It would be tedious to enter into a detail of 
the pleas urged by the three powers in favour of their feveral 
demands ; it would be no lefs uninterefting to lay before 
the reader, the anfwers and remonftrances of the king and 
fenate, as well as the appeals to the other ftates which had 
guarantied the pofleflions of Poland. The courts of London, 

Paris, Stockholm, and Copenhagen, remonftrated againft the 
ufurpations ; but remonftrances without alfiftance could be 
of no effeil, Poland fubmitted to the difmemberment, not 
w'ithout the moll violent ftruggles, and now, for the firft time, 
felt and lamented the fatal effedls of faction and difeord. 

A diet being demanded by the partitioning irowers, in or- 
der to ratify the ceffion of the provinces, was, after fomc 
delay, convoked by the king in the following fummons : 

“ Since there are no hopes from any quarter, and any further 
“ delays will only tend to draw down the moft dreadful cala- 
“ mities upon the remainder of the dominions which are left 
“ to the republic; the diet is convened for the 19th of April, 

“ 1773) according to the will of the three courts : neverthe- 

19, which relates, that one of the king of “ dent lii deiTus ne peiicvcnt, pas ctre fur 
Priiffia’s officers, palling througjli Maricn« “ devaines imaginations ctconjefturc9,”&c. 
burgh, even faid, that the neighbourhood of Augiift 13. “ La bombe va crever, on 

that town had fallen to the king by the “ acheve Ic traitc dc partage,’* &c. 
partition, • Augiift 24. “ C’en ell fait, Ic traits ebau- 

Mny 30. ** On croit dc plus ctplus qu’on “ che au mois dc Fevrier vient dc prendre 
“ nous partagera, taut d’avis qui s’accor- “ confiftcnce,” &c, 

VOL. I. II 
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BOOK « jefsj in order to avoid all caufe of reprb^acb, the king, with 
the advice of the fenate, again appeals to the guaranties of 
“ the treaty of diva ” 

The diet met at the appointed time; and fuch w^^lie fpi- 
rit of the members, that notwithftanding the deplorable litu- 
ation of their country, the threats and bribes of the three 
powers, the partition-treaty was not carried through without 
much difficulty. For Ibme rime the majority of the nuntios 
apjjeared determined to oppofe the difmemberment, and the 
king firmly perfifted in the fame refolution. The embafla- 
dors of the three courts enforced their requifitions by the 
ipoft alarming menaces ; and threatened the king with depo- 
fition and imprifonment. They alfo gave out by their emif- 
faries, that in cafe the diet continued refradlory, Warfaw 
fhould be pillaged; This report was induftrioufly circulated,, 
and made a' fehfible impreffion upon the inhabitants. By 
menaces of this fort, by corrupting the marllial of the diet, 
who was accompanied with a Ruffian guard ; in a word, by 
bribes, promifes, and threats, the members of the diet were 
at length prevailed on to ratify the difmemberment. In the 
fenate however, or upper houfe, there was a majority of 
only fix ; in the lower houfe, or alTembly of the nuntios, 
but one fingle vote in favour of the meafure An a6l was 
then paffed to limit the feffions of the diet to the term of a 
few days, and delegates were appointed, with full powers to 
adjuft, iti concert with the embaffadors, all the terms of the 
difmemberment. The commiffioners, or delegates, on the 
breaking up of the diet in May, imrriediately entered upon 
their office ; and, by the month of September, finally con- 
cluded the treaty of the partition in conformity to' the dic- 

* By 54 againft 53 . 
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tates of the three court?'. At this juiuSture) feveral nobles chap. 
were bold enough to iffue manlfeftos and remouftances in . 
various parts of the kingdom, againft the ceffionof the i)ro- 
vinces, and to reprobate the condudlof the partitioning pow- 
ers ; buihfuch remonftrances were totally difregarded, and 
may be confidered only as the laft convulfions of an expiring 
nation. , 

Of the difmembered countries the Ruffian province is 
the largeft, the Auftrian the raoft populous, and the Pruffian 
the moft commercial. The population of the whole 
amounts to near 5,000,000 of fouls; the firft containing 
1,500,000, the fecond 2,500,000, and the third 860,000. 
Welfern Pruffia was the greateft lofs to Poland, as, by the 
difmemberment pf that province, the navigation of the Vif- 
tula entirely depends upon the king of Pruffia ; by the lofs 
confequently of this, diftri^l a fatal blow was given to the 
trade of Iceland ; for his Pruffian majelly has laid fuch heavy 
duties upon the merchandize paffing to Dantzic, as greatly 
to dirainilh the commerce of that town, and to transfer a 
coniiderable portion of it to Memmel and Konigfburgh. 

Although the limits of Poland were fettled by the treaty 
of Partition, yet the Auftrians and Pruflians continually ex- 
tended their frontiers ; the emperor feized ujxjnCalimir, and 
even avowed an intention of taking pofleffion of Cracow and 
Kaminiec ; while Fredgric alledged thefe ufurpations of the 
emperor as a juftification for limilar incroachments on his 
part ; urging, that he could not, confillent witli his own Ic- 
curity, fee the emperor increafing his dominions without fol- 
lowing his example, and alTuming an equivalent. 

• 

* The reader, by confulting the map of bered provinces. For nn account of the 
Poland (prefixed to this work), will fee the Auftrian province, (ec Book If, chap, I.; 
hiu.ition and extent oi the three dilmcin- of the Ruftian, Book 111, ch. I. 

H ^ Catharine 
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BOOK Catharine was forced for a Hme to connive' at thefe en- 
' , . rrnnrhmpnts • fant no fooner was peace ^ eftabliftied with 
the Turks, and the rebellion of Pugatcheff criilhed, than Ihe 
immediately turned her Whole attention to Poland^i,^nd it 
is owing to her fpirited remonft ranees, that both Auftrians 
and Pruffians have relinquilhed their ufurpations ; and con- 
fined themfelves to the limits marked by the treaty of par- 
tition. 

The partitioning powers did lefs injury to the republic 
by difmembering its faireft provinces, than by perpetuating 
the principles of anarchy and coufufion, and eftablilhing on a 
permanent footing, that exorbitant liberty which is the 
parent of fa6lion, and has proved the decline of the republic. 
Under pretence of amending the conftitution, they have con- 
firmed all its defeats, and have taken effeilual precautions 
to render this unhappy country incapable of emerging from 
its prefent deplorable ftate. 

The delegates, who ratified the treaty of partition, were 
alfo empowered by the diet to concert with the three courts 
any alterations in the conftitution which might appear benefi- 
cial to the kingdom ; inconfequence of thefe full powers, the 


* The peace between the Ernprefs and 
the Turks was figned on the 21ft of July, 
1774, in Marflial Romanzofs camp near 
Bulgaria; and in a letter from VVarfaw, 
dated Augiift 29, of the fame year, it is faid, 
The Emperor and King of Prullia couti- 
“ nued encroaching upon the Polilh terri- 

** toi ies, and enlarging their frontiers which 
“ were marked by the treaty of Peterfburg. 
“ But upon the conclufion of the peace, the 
“ Auftriaii and Prullian troops retired with- 
in their lefpfe^'tive lines. Behold already 
the good effefls of this glorious peace ! 
* • What would have become of us, if the 
** arms of the Ottoman empire had prof. 
“ pered according to the willies of many.*^ 


And in another, dated Sept. 14, 1775, 
The king of Pruffia has wtitten to the 
ernprefs of Ruffia a letter in a mod en- 
chanting dyle. After much praife, he 
ad<ls,«that notwithftanding the jullice 
of his claim upon thofe parts which he 
has annexed to his former acquifitions, 
he lhall make no difficulty in facrificing 
them, as a proof of his readinefs to oblige 
her Imperial majefty ; provided the hoiife 
of Audria will alfo redore what die haa 
taken.” 

f “ Our liberty,” faid a Fold, ** is like a 
two-edged fword in the hand of an infant,, 
and for that very reafon our neighbours 
are anxious to preferve it entire.” 

delegation 
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delegation continued fittingffora May 1773 to March 1775, 
during which period the convocation of the ordinary diet was 
poftponed, until the ihembers of the delegation had agreed 
to all the innovations propofed by the embaffadors ; and un- 
til every ^art of the government was finally arranged. Not- 
withftanding the wretched condition of Poland, and the re- 
fiftlefs power of the three courts, yet the king and the majo- 
rity of the delegates long with-held their confent to the 
propofed alterations. 

Some idea of the fpirit of the delegates may be formed 
from the following account of one of the meetings, when the 
propofitions relating to the change of government were firft 
produced in September, 1773. Prior to the appearance 
of the three embaffadors in the affembly, much was faid, 
and with great vehemence, againll the projeded inno- 
vations ; many reproaches were thrown out againft 
the authors of that plan, for facrificing the public advan- 
tage to their private ambition, refentment, and interefts. 

At the entrance of the three embaffadors, a dead filence 
took place for fome minutes, until the fecretary of the Ruf- 
fian embaffy began to read the plan for new-modelling the 
conftitution ; then a general murmur fpread through the 
whole affembly, and, as he proceeded, increafcd to fuch a 
degree as almott to drown his voice ; nor was it without 
frequent interruptions, 4 hat he was permitted to finilh its 
recital. He had fcai’cely cbncludctl, when the whole body 
of delegates loudly demanded the treaties of partition and 
alliance: the embaffactors anfwering, that many points could 
not be adjufted without farther infiru( 5 tions from. their re- 
fpe(^ive *0011118 : it was replied, that in the mean time they 

• might 
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BOOK enforce the treaty of Commerce, which they were 

authorifed to Conclude. At all events, it vt'as urged, the 
propofal concerning the change of governiuent is prema- 
ture; a reyoliition of fuch extreme importance^mands 
the moft deliberate ekamination, and ought not to be hur- 
ried through^ as if it was a circumftance of no concern to 
the nation. One of the delegates, who was anoft violent 
in his oppofition, delivered his fentiments with a freedom 
which aftonilhed the alfembly; and when the embalTadors, 
^vho did not underftand the Polifh idiom, applied to a Caf- 
tcllan for an explanation of what was laid, the latter ex- 
cufed himfelf, under pretence of not being qualified for 
the office of interpreter, as having but an imperfeil know- 
ledge t . the French language. When, at laft, one of the 
Palatines, who was of the embafiador’s party, acquainted 
them with the contents of the fpeech ; the orator ven- 
tured to thank him for explaining the purport of his 
harangue in fo able a manner ; while the praifes which, 
in a fine tone of irony, he afFeded to beftow upon the 
Palatine for his readinefs to oblige, as well as for his inde- 
pendent fpirit, occafipned much mirth in the alTembly. 
The undifguifed approbation given by the greateft part of 
the members to this orator, convinced the embaffiulors that 
this w'as no time to obtrude their refolutions upon the de- 
legates ; they accordingly broke* up the meeting, and poft- 
poned the bufinefs to a future opportunity The next 
feffion, however, was not more favourable to their wilhes, 
nor did the patriotic 2eal of the delegates lecni to abate. 

The following pafTage in one of my “ conriniics to be read ; itflill excises con- 
WS. letters, dated to late as Nov. 13, i774> ** tiniial debates, and more will ariic ; but 

will flicvv the difficulty of fettling with the all will be fiiiiflicd according to the will 
delegates. of the niiniftcrs/’ 

The plan for the permanent council 

6 
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The opix)fition of the delegates to this meafure conti- 

nuecl fo violent, that more than a year elapfed before the. 

embaflltdors were able, by the influence of threats, bribery, 
and promifes, to obtain a majority ; at length, the dele- 
gates, terrified or feduced into compliance, formally ac- 
ceded to the change of government. This important point 
being obtained, the delegation was diflblved on the I3tli. 
of April, 1775, and ail the articles were confirmed by the 
general diet. 

The following note, delivered by the three embafladors to 
the delegates on the 1 3th of September, 1773, will give the 
belt general idea of the changes made in the conftitution. 

“ The courts are fo interefted in the pacification of Poland, 

“ that, while the^treaties are getting ready to be figned and 
“ ratified, the minifters cannot lofe any of that valuable time, fo ■ 

“ neceflary for the re-eftablifliment of order, and the fran- 
“ quillity of this kingdom. We now, therefore, deliver to 
“ the delegation a part of thofe cardinal laws, to the ratifi- 
“ cation of which our courts will not fuffer any contradiilion. 

I. “ The crown of Poland fltall be for ever elective, and 
“ all order of fucceflion proferibed ; any perfon who lhall 
“ endeavour to break this law, fliall be declared an enemy 
“ to his country, and liable to be puniftied accordingly. 

II. “ Foreign candidates to the throne being the frequent 
“ caufe of troubles and^divifion, fliall l)e excluded ; and it 

fliall be enabled, that, for the future, no perfim can be chofen 
king of Poland, and great duke. of I.ithuania, excepting 
“ a native Pole, of noble -' origin, .and poirefling land within 
“ the kingdom. Thefon,orgrandfon,of akingof Polandcan- 
" not beelctfled immediately upon the death of their fatheror 

♦ That is, any gendcnian*. 

“ grandfather ; : 
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BOOK « grandfather; and are not eligible, eJKepting after an in- 

terval of two reigns. 

III. “ The government of Poland fliall be for ever free, 
“ independent, and of a republican form. 

IV. “ The true principle of the faid government confift- 
‘‘ ing in the ftridt execution of its laws, and the equilibrium 
“ of the three eftates, namely, the king, the fenate, and the 
“ equeftrian order, a Permanent CourKil fliall be eftabliflied, 
“ in which the executive power fliall be vefted. In thiscoun- 
“ cil the equeftrian order, hitherto excluded from the admi- 
“ niftration of affairs in the intervals of the diets, Ihall be 
“ admitted, as fliall be more clearly laid down in the future 
“arrangements.” 

Thefe arrangements having been carried into execution, I 
Ihall make a few remarks upon the feveral articles. 

By the firft, the houfe of Saxony, and all foreign princes, 
who might be likely to give weight to Poland by their here- 
ditary dominions, are rendered incapable of filling the throne. 
By the fecond, the exclufion of a king’s fon or grandfon, 
excepting after an interval of two reigns, removes the 
fainteft profpedf of an hereditary fovereignty, and entails up- 
on the kingdom all the evils infeparable from that moft 
wretched form of government, an eleftive monarchy. By 
the third article, \\\tliberum i;^/o,and all the exorbitant privi- 
leges of the equeftrian order, are confirmed in their utmoft 
latitude ; and by the laft, the prerogatives of the crown, be- 
fore too greatly reduced, are ftill farther diminilhed, as will 
be more minutely difplayed in the enfuing chapter. 

Before the conclufion of this chapter, it will be proper to 
mention the fate of the diflidents. Their pretenlions were 
finally fettled between the republic and the mediating powers, 

. at 
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at the laft meeting of the delegates. The catholic party op- 
pofed in fo violent a manner the reftoration of their ahtient' — 
privileges, that, by the corifeht of the foreign courts, they 
continue excluded from the diet, the fenate, and the per- 
manent cdtincih In return, however^ the diflidents enjoy 
the free exercife of their religion; are permitted to have 
churches without bells ; fchoolsand feminaries of theirown ; 
they are capable of liti^g in the inferior courts of juftice, and 
in the tribunal appointed to receive appeals in matters of 
religion, three of their a>nimtinion are admitted as affelTors. 

In confequenqe of this toleration, the diflidents have con- 
llructed churches in different parts of the kingdom ; one 
built upon this- occafion by the Lutherans at Warfaw, has 
die following infeription : 

Has tedes Deo T. O. facras 

“ CcEtus Varfovienfis in Auguft. Confeff. ex confenfu Sta- 
niflai Augufti Regis et. Reipublicse ftruere ccepit. 

‘^Aprilis 24, 1777.” 


VoL. I. 
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dGovernment «/ Poland .-— milkrity pojf^ed the 
■diet, — Executive p<mer vejied in the permdmnt cmncii.^ 
Adi for the ejiabli/hmbnt (ftbafcmrieil,-frrArticieL Arrang^-~ 
•fnent of the permanent eouncil. — Conjlitueht parts taken 
from the three ejlates^ thekingyfenateyand^quejlrian order. 
--^Ehdiion of the member s,-~~-Ererogatms of the king.—^ 
■dJmitations , of his .authority , — Primate.-o-MarJhal of the 
equeflrian order. Article U. of proceeding. — Its 

five departments. -^Foreign affairs. — Police, — War. — 
^uflke.-^'the T^reafury,-^ Article III. Power and duties. 
^Article IF. Limits of its authority. — Detail of the five 
departments. 

BOOK ^''T^HE government of Poland is with great propriety ftyled 
J'., ,, _ f A a republic, becaufe the king is fo exceedingly limited 
in his prerogative, that he refembles more the chief of a 
commonwealth, than the fovereign of a powerful monarchy. 

The fupreme legiflative authority ,of this republic refides 
in the three eftates of the realm, the king, fenate, and equef- 
trian order, ajQembled in a nations^ diet *. The executive 
power, which was heretofore entrufted to the king and fe- 
nate, is now, according to the new formof goy|rnmeat, veiled 
in the permanent council. 

* for an account of the diet, fee the next chafHter. 

‘C • The 
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' '?v<Phe aft for th© of the pernbanent' council, chap. 

hy the diet of 17750s thus worded. 

Since the former exifteiice of the council ad latus nojirum 
in the republic is proved from theantientconftitutions which 
Biention*it,.and nominally from the^fixth article in the con- 
firmation of kin^ Stephen, as Well as from the conftitutions # 
of 1576, 1590,4607, 1641, 1669, 1677, %nd of 167.8 : 

We therefore eftatelSh a national council, oc? latus nojirum, 
compofed of thetthrec Orders, namely, of us the king, the 
fenate,'andof tfie equeft#fl.ord^, 4 o aft-in the mannerpre-- 
fcribcd.as-foUowsv*- '- . 

K' 

* Arrangement of the Permanent Council. 

I; This council lhall bear the title of Supreme Permanent 
Council. It fhall be ci^pofed of the three eftates of the re- 
public, namely, of the king, the fenate, and the equeftrian 
order, which fhall be for ever infeparable, excepting during, 
an interregnum, or in the king’s abfence, for which a pfovi- 
fion is hereafter made. 

The firft eftate, the king, as chief of -the nation, is never 
changed ; bdl the Other two eftates ’fhall be elefted, every 
two years, at the Ordinary diet^by thtrmajority of fecret votes, . 
in the following manner. 

T. All fenators and miniflerS are candidates of 'courfe, but 
the members of the equeftrian order fhall addrefs themfelves 
to the marfhal' of the laft diet ; and, in cafe of his death or 
abfence, to the firft ntihtio of, the province from which the 
marfhal wasta^cn, fhree days before the diet, either in per- 
fon, orliy lill^lferials figned by tbenafelves,, and fealed Avith' 
their own coats of arms. ^ 

* The laws of Poland are ea^ted con^lt- of i576,'T590,’ &c, as paflcd in the diets 
tutiopi, and are denominated conilitutions which alTcmblcd in thole years. 

1% a. The 
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BOOK 2 . i?Be‘itriWihal d the diet being dleiSted, ' aij tide ceretnb- 
nies in theciiaidl^lr of the Mntids being properly performedj, 
and after the 'l^^dn^o^ iSe^^ hodfes according to the 
conflatution of the candidates ftiall be read ; 

that of the fenatdrs 4n% mffiifters by one of the pnncipal ^ 
cretaries:; :|^d th^ of ftief candidate^ df ’ the equeftrian 
order by %e fecretary df the diet.^7 ftiall be 

excluded from being a candidate/ Wild can prdve that he 
p jflefles the neceflary conditidhs and qtialificatioiis, fuch 
as are hereafter defCili^d; And if pwffon fo qtialified 
is omitted, the great fecretSrifeS lhall be ahlWeroBle to the 
farne diet for the omiflidn of fenatofs arid minifters, and the 
marlhal of the diet for that of the members of the' Cqdbftrian 
order ; and if they are convi( 5 led of having delignedly’been 
guilty of the bmiffion, they lhall bedeprived of their charges. 

3* A printed lift of the candidate8»ftiall/the fame day, be 
given to each member of the diet, to be taken into confide- 
ration. 

4. The enfuing day each member of the diet fliall ftcretly 
mark the names of as many perfons in the printed lift as are 
neceffary to fill the permanent council: - 

This ceremony fliall be performed in a corner of the fe- 
nate-houfe. The fenators invited by the great marftials, or, 
in their abfence, by ’thofe who perform the office of marftials, 
and the nuntios fummoned by the fnarfhal of the diet, fliall 
receive from the fecretaries the printed lift of the candidates, 
ftamped with the arrais of the republic, fimilar to that which 
was diftributed the preceding day. ‘With thefe li(ls they 
lhall repair in order, ohe dftW the other, fS%fmall‘ table fur- 
rounded ivith curtains, upon which table they lhall fecretly 
draw a line under the names of the perfons whom they fa- 
vour ; and every one lhall put his lift into a vafe Handing 

upon 
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trj^n a tabk in thf , corner of the haU^^ 
be pfevioufly opened in the ifenate-houfe . by the .n^arlhal, 
who is firiit in riai1&> in order towfh^w 
The vafe fliall be ^provided with three difl^ent locksy the 
keys wh<i^of ihall re tO'fhis (inajefty, a'ieoond 

to the great m^l^V to him^who |binds in his place) 
and a third to tht marfhal' of the diet. At d6i,e fame time 
nine deputies fliall chofen three from the fenate by 
the king)! and fix by the marfhal of the diet from the equei^ 

^trian order. As fooh as dl the li^^ been delivered, 

'thefe deputies, being the vafe into the 

middle of the fenate-houfe, and having, in the face of the 
whoPafiembly, opened it with the three keys, fliall compare 
the number of lifts with the members of the diet who are 
prefent, count the fuflSrages, and the firft in rank among the 
deputies fliall openly proclaim the names of thofe who have 
the majority. 

5. Each elector muft underline in the printed lift fo many, 
and fuch perfons ^ are required ; that is, among the perfons 
ele6ted fliall be the third of the members in the late per- 
manent council, to the number of twelve, namely, fix from 
the fenate and miniftry, and as many from the equeftrian 
order, equally chofen from each province. 

All the lifts, in which this rule is not obferved, and in 
which there are more or lefs perfons nominated than the nc- 
ceflary number, fliall be confidered as null, and be rcjedled 
by the deputies. 

6. Thofe wb^, have the plurality of fuffrages fliall be ad- 
mitted into t!b<^^uncil ; and it is only in cafe of an equal 
nuniber of votes for any candidate or candidates, that the 
king fliall have the casing voice. 

I.-. 


The 
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nece^y qualificatiom^ whic& r^RfidC a niemb!^*^ 

' the equeArian order to beq^f# candidate fqi^ a iea^ 4 ^^ 
council) are to |pr|p^belf^^ of ^ four Jui^^^ions 

of the repuUki) ^ol^th^ of ^ wari of the a^ip>r 

rium 5 and qf the.|i^u^il, to havii)[)ee|t^^epfBAf W 
tribunal) nun^qi#! the or miru|iw^,t%*^ foreigniopurt. 
Thofe who>^^ be eledled^during the di% before they, enter 
upon their office fliall take the foUovii^g oath, i s ;*?; 

, ** 1 do fwear, in the name of tlie Alnugbiyftslitat I will 
** be faithful to you Staniflaus Auguftusj my graci©uf.0aafler, 
“ and to the republic of Poland ; that, in the of t*ty 

“ office as cpunfellor of the pennanent council, I will execute 
** with zeal all which the laws relative to the. peifiianent 
** council ordain: that I will hot fuffer payfelf to be fur- 
“ prifed either by prefents or menaces ; that in giving my 
“ advice I will not be biafled by any perfon, but will a6l in- 
« obedience to the laws, and in conformity to jnftice will 
confult the good of my country ; that if I fee or know any 
thing which may be either ferviceable or detrimental to 
“ my country,! will faithfully acqnaint his majcfty,my moft 
“ gracious niafter, and his permanent council, and will give 
“ my fuffragein the manner I think, moft likely to prevent 
“ the evil. I will not reveal the fecrets which may be en- 
“ trufted to me by his ra^eAy and his council.. And fo 
“help me God,” . 

The council lliall be compofed of the following perfons 

1. The king as chief and prefident. , 

2. Three biOiops, among whom t]^ prinaate of his^ own- 

right, Aiall prefide .during two years, biiifj||drbave no f^t 
the two following years. y ^ ^ > 

V ' 'S 

^ Court Jiifticc, having cognizance within a certain diftaacc of the fovejrcign^s place 
of refidenej^ ; See p. 12, note f, 

3. Nine 
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''>^^.> Nine My-feftatort, two of whom may be’elisiSl^ 
fnrai thel^^ . ^ 

^ th 4 miniihy Of rfipublfe^ namfly, One 

from caeh lBe|^artm^int ; of thefe' eighteen members of the 
fenatei &if^hftirl^ take^ fromresieix oftbe three * provinces. 

" Ar Thelma^flialJ^ cafe of his 

death or abfeh^^lhe firft counfellor of the equeRrian order, 
accordihgtd t|^ttim^f the pmvinces. 

6 . Eighleeltcounfellors of the equeftrian orders induding 
the'-marfhdV-' ■ ■ 

7 . The fecietary of the permanent council (hall be ele^ed 
from the Referendaries +; and national notaries, &c, 

, Of the Pensions. » 

The primate, bUhops^ and minifters, enjoying very confi- 
derable revenues derived from their charges, lhall have no 
penfions. 

Lay-fenators of the crown, and of Lithuania, lhall annu- 
ally'receive each 14,000 florins |, =;C388. i8r. > 

The marlhal of the equeftrian order, as member of the 
permanent council, 30,000 florins, =^8 3 3* 6^. 8</. ; and, 
during his refidence at Warfaw, lhall be allowed a guard of 
fifteen men, with an officer, from the army of the crown. 

Each councilor Ihdl have 14,000 floxins per annum, 

= ^388. i8x. , 

The.fecretary of the coundl ftiall receive the fame fum. 

Great Poland, Little Poland, andLU majefty’s anfwcr: they have a place m 
thnanta, • * any of the king’s courts of jujlicc*” Con- 

t “ Referendaries a^waj^nd of mafters nor’s Poland, v. II. p. 7.7^ 
of&equeftsV^hofeiiilll^^ receive peti* | |h Polifli florins =: a pound fterling. 
tions ma^ to the king, and to give hii 

Explanation 
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BOOK Explani^on of the duties ahd preiragaiawis df^^ t^^ perfons 
»— y!— / whodompofe the Pi®uianent G 

His majefty.%h^1d^g dttrdEtoft grdcb^ as chief of 

the nation, aiid'lhe fiift reprefeftting the majeftp of 

the republic^ Ihall* ufual pra(S;ice, : coftvoke by^ 

circular letters,^ ahdat tllSis/time preiei^Sid by the lawSj the 
ordinary didte j he mufti always coni^te -ihe *permaflent 
council upon the matters to be laid bei^e thi|e1liffiemblies, 
in the fame m^ner as he before took the advice^tliie<:fisnate, 
which from henceforth fhall i!b more be eOnvaged^ His 
majefty fhall in like manner fumraon the extraordinary 
diets, either bf his own accord, or at the inftaneeof the per* 
manent council, which the king cannot refufe if thillbajo-^ 
rity demand it. . 

All the laws and conftitutions of the diet, decrees, privi- 
leges, and public a^ls Qiall be iffued in the name of the king, 
as it has been hitherto pra£tifed. 

He (hall lign all the difpatches paflTed by order of the 
council, not having it in his power tn put a negative upon 
, them, if they are carried by ’a majority. 

He (hall give public audience to embaffadors and foreign, 
minifters, to envoys or refidents, (hall treat with them, but 
cannot conclude without communicating the whole to the 
council, and following the advice of tke majority. 

The king, on his part, cedes the ftrilowing royal preroga- 
tives : 

I. For the election of biHiops, palatines, caftellans, and 
minifters, the council (hall nommate by ballot three candi- 
dates,. one of Avhom. the king (hall appoihlr to the vacant 
office^. * 

• The king had before the foie difpofal of thefc offices^ Sec p. 13... 

2 ,. The 
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The power othei; eeelefiafticijptl ancl 

civil ofSces &aU rantinue, withoiit any dithitthtion, veiled «--v— 
in the king* excepting th#commiffiQ|3i8f^^ o^ war, of the 
treafury, fhofe in thf .departnaiehrof the marlhal, and in the 
affeiroriuaa,|:<!^ : ail thefe ccwtidiiflSbneiSf were brfore ac- 
cuftoihed to be nanaed by him in the intervals between the 
diets ;, but his naajefty now confents, that from henceforth 
the couneil ihall three candidates, to be prefented in 
the famcfniaiiner as in the laft mentioned article relative to 
the nomination of the fenatcars and minifters. 

3. With refpe£t to military ranks, his majefty fliall ap- 
point the captains in the Polilh companies, and the officers 
of tbUfour companies, which M*e upon the Polifli footings 
and bear his name. 

jBxcepting thefe, all other military promotions fliall be 
conferred according to feniority. 

. Neverthelefs, his majefty may propofe candidates for 
military promotion, chofen among the young officers in the 
national fervice, to be fecretly balloted for with that peifoii 
who has the right of feniority ; provided, at the fame time, 
the great general delivers to his majefty his recommendation 
in writing, with his reafons for the faid recommendation. 

4, His majefty renounces the right to difjxife of the royal 
demefnes and ftaroftils, with this claufc, that the propri- 
etors of both faxes be,continued during their lives in ix)f- 
feffion of the faid eftates, which, from this prefent time, 

Ihall never be granted to any perfon whatfoever, under the 
appearance of recompence or any other pretext ; but they 
fliall be eraplp^ for the public good, to the great advan- 
tage of Che country, and with the confent of the king. 

VoL. I. ‘ K 5 . Four 
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BOOK Four regiments of gtiards fhall he ffeftor^d to the cxJm- 

_ V ..manH nf the great general, as in the time of 'ilugiiflus IIL 
that is, while they preferj/e the name and rank ©f' guafdsj 
they do not bind th(^felves by any new oath ; aM with this 
(hfierence, that wh^ll^ fopnerly the great generals pofi- 
fehed alone the thein handsi at pr^fent 

they ftiare that ;power with the committee ; which com- 
mittee, as wel|/as the great generals,,d<^endj in of the 

prefent law, upon the permanent council. • , - 

In return, the king fliall receive an ^annual fum fuffident 
to keep in pay two thoufand troops, who Ihall depend Iblely 
upon his majefty ; but this fum Ihall not be included in the 
additional revenues granted to his majefty, in compedfetion 
for thofe loft by the difmemberment of the provinces. 

6. Reciprocally the republic ftipulateson its part, once for 
all, that all the other royal prerogatives (thofe excepted 
which the king has gracioully pleafed to renounce) Iliall 
remain in full force, and he for ever inviolate. 

The PiiiMATE. 

The primate, during his office*, muft attend the perma- 
nent council at leaft fix months in the year. 

The antient laws which fecure the prerngatives of the 
primate during the interregnum regaining in force, he 
fliall f prefide in the council, even fiiould it not be his turn 
for fitting in the council. • 

During the interregnum, the permanent council, keeping 
its power atid authority, fhall maintain, in the ufual forms, 
the tribunals, and all the jurifdidionS of the republic, ac- 
cordingto the conftitution of 1768, in all thltfgs not coritra- 
dided by this new arrangement, 

• That is, during the two years in which Tic litu in the coiincU. 
f as viceroy during the interregnum. 

5 


The 
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,,.^he primate, chap. 

hi^ n;a|pf af^r tM a4^s ofc ^ ^ . 

council ^nd, in pf t|ie, vkip^ al^cei or during an 
interregnup, ijiC vocesjsin prdPr to decide in . cafe 

of e^uajij^.pf fiiffrages. Ip tlp/pripate’s^abfence, the firft 
fenatpr in rapk, AvipJs pem|)er pf#heppuncil, fupplies his 

MAkIi^Al of the Equeft^ Order. 

The e^eftriaii order fliall h^ve its marfhal in the perma- 
nent council, Who is the firMn rank among the members of 
that order. ^ zv 

He ihall be elected everft#o years at the ordinary diet by 
leoret l^ifFrages, always from each of the three provinces by 
rotation, according to the form prefcribed for the election of 
the counfellors. 

No fenator or minifter is capable of being elected marlhal 
unlefs he before-hand refigns his charge. 

He Ihall take the following oath before the fame diet in 
the fame manner as the other counfellors. 

I fwear before Almighty God, that I will be faithful to 
you Staniflaus Auguftus my gracious mafter, and to the re- 
public of Poland ; that in the exercife of my office of marflial 
of the permanent council, I will execute with zeal all which 
is ordained by the laws eftabliffied by the council ; that in 
giving my advice, and, voting, I will take for the rule of 
my conduil the written laws, and the good of my 
country, from which I will never fwerve, neither induded 
by intreaties, promifes, friendffiip or hatred, or any other 
fpecies of corruption or perfonal attachment whatfoever; 
that I will never divulge the lecret deliberations of the coun- 

^ That is, 1 fuppoft, one vote as nfiial, and the carting vote in cafe of equality* 

K 2 cil; 
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BOOK cili that I will cad up the votts, and declare 

- -I majority of fiiiftages*. So hetpjine God» 

The marlhal df j equeikian order the permanent 
council cannot he cl^ftn marlhal or nuntio of the iiext diet^ 
nqf be re-ele<^l:ed marJ^al of Ihe perraahent eoun^, except- 
ing after aa intenfafoflBwr years. 

His office. Hct, as well as each' of the counfellorSf.may 
remonftrate againft the illrexecution of 
before the councU-thofe matters of which it has tbeeogni-'- 
zance. It is the dpty of the whole t^uncil, to watch over; 
the fecurity and maintenance of the eftablhhe’U goyernment,.; 
and the prefent conftitution ; and the marfhal, as well as 
each member, ought to have at heart the prefervation of the 
prerogatives of the three eftates ; . but mor^ particularly the 
chancellor, who is a member of the council, and the marflial , 
fhall take care that the papers fliafi be kept in order, and' 
the inlpedor of the a<Sts and archives of the permanent 
council fliall depend upon the permanent council m plem. 

The marfhal, as w^ell as eath counfellor, may prefent can- 
didates for fubaltern places in the permanent council j who ? 
lhall be accepted, if the council is unanimous, and, in cafe 
of any oppolition, fhall be elected by the majority of fuf- 
frages. . 

The marfhal and chancellor fliall take care that the faid 
fubalterns perform their duties, recojnmending to the per- 
manent council to reward orpunifh them according to their 
defcrts. 

The marfhal diftributes the votes to the members of the 
equeftrian order, draws the balls or the billets 'from the yafe, 
in prefence of two deputies from the fenate and two from the 
equeftrian order, chofen by the plurality of voices, counts the 
6 nuraW 
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niit&Ber of fuffragWj.and dtdares the ihajoritjr. The feal 
of tfefe permanent cotihcai . together with the arihs of the two v— .yl. .* 
nations, ihali rcrepn’ia the poflei^ firft among the 

chancellor^ j.%ho are members of thfe^^ c^^ 

mwi^al lhaU next m the Rihg?and primate^ or, , 
in the iatteris abfenosi next tO the feifi^ir fenator, all the adts - 
andt^lutions of the permanent council, and lhall the fame- 
day difpatch' each ai\^ its fefpe£iive department. 

At to ordinary diet he lhalltake his feat at the left hand’ 
of the marftidof the diet, and after his juftification he ftiall/. 
depart from .the affembly, together with all the members of 
the equeftrian order in the late council. 

If he exceeds his powers the permanent council may cite 
him, as well as each counfellor, before the tribunal of the 
diet, according to the form prefcribed by law. 

The Secretary of the Council. 

He can only give his opinion, but has no vote in the 
council. 

He ftiall deliver gratis to the petitioners the refolutionS ' 
and anfwers of the permanent council, and lhall counterfign . 
all the difpatchesfi 

He fliallTeceive from the fecretaries of the departments 
(who lhall depend upon him as far as relates to reports which i 
are to be delivered), the reports -of all that palTes in the fit- 
tings of; the different departments, and whaf is inferted in s 
the regiftei*8 ; he lhall acquaint the permanent council with > 
the contents, and lhall form a regifter of all the operations ' 
according to the^decifioh of the diet. 

He ihs®i Be ^%ed to report ft) the permanent council i 
every that comes to his knovviedge, which may be - 
either advantageous or. detrimental to the republic. 

During. 
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During his abfence, the permanent. ek?^ by 
a majority pf iuf&ages, another perfon, who flialjl peribrm 
the duties v: ' 

The archiyUj^fliall be ekiSted in the j^rm^pent jppimcil 
by the majority of^fe^ages, in the fatpe maiyif r as thpabove- 
mentioped rubahpjpsi^ndrhe ihall bjs^fprpied; of allhy. the 
Secretary. , , .r;-'- ■ ", 

I he extrafts, as well from the areJ^ives of the pernianent 
council, as from the departments which appertain tp the 
council, fliall be delivered gratis. v „ 

The fecretary ftall take an oath, , pmiiar to the fore-going 
one, with the adrlitioa of the following, claufe ; “ J pvear 
“ that I will not entruft, or give to any perfon, the papers 
“ which are configned to me, without the pcrmiffion of the 
“ council.” 

"I he inftigators * of the two nations f (their ^cient duties 
remaining in force) fliall depend upon the permanent coun- 
cil, and fliall not make their appearance in it without being 
fummoned. 

They fliall take the ufual oath, with the addition of the fol- 
lowing claufe : We fwear that we will notabandon any perfon 
“ for prayers, threats, promifes, or perfopal conlideration, 
nor indift but at the inftance of the permanent council.” 
The nomination of the fe'creraries for the departments, the 
keeper of the archives, apd fcribes (all pf whom mufl: be 
natives and Pobles) as well as the appointment of their du- 
yties, fliall depend upon the permanent council. 

The Interpreters. - 

There fliall be two fiMC the Eaftern lai|)|^ages>^ and one 
for the Ruflian tongue r ttbey fhali depend upot^fee per- 

,* Officers of the crown who profecute in cafe* of high treafon. 
t thiland and Lithuania. 


Kt: 
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maneot cotindij aairi^rtii^^ the department for chap. 

foreiijn'affairs^'^: '*•••■'■ vo**'- ' ^ 

The raenpi^ES/^ the prmtoem coon(cii|iflaall not be ex- 
empted . fpdm- appeaiihg%l the courts of^h^te, 8cc. 

Ifj in eriipihal; punilhthbnt, 

lul^hit tb # ^ the nature of 

the crh|ie> withoirt deriving any benefit from his office, 8cc» 

''’^ARTicKt’ II.' 

Arrangemefitj divifiohj and mode of- procedure in the 
•-;.‘i)Pei:liari 

The Permanent GOuricin into five departments^ 

I. For foreign 

2;' Police; ^ ^ ■ 

3. War. • ' 

4. Juftice. 

5. Treafury. 

Ini the departmeiit for foreign affairs there fliall be only 
four members, and eight in each of the other departments,, 
amounting in all to thirty-fix perlbns. The eledlion of thefe 
members fliall be made by the permanent council aflembled 
in a body, either unanimoufly, or by a majority of open' fuf- 
frages. The pfefeiice of three perfons in each department 
fliall lie deemed fufficient to proceed upon bufinefs. The 
minifters*' (who are of the council; Ihall prefide in the de- 
partments belon-girg to their refpedlive charges, and if any 
acxufation fliah be brought againft them, they fliall retircjj. 
from the permanent council, not having a vote in fuch cafess 

The members, of each department fliall receive the me- 
morials arwl^rept^# which concerti' their refpedive depart- 
ments examined and made exfrafts, they fliall add 

* Namely, one of the great treafurcrs in the department of the treafury ; one of the 
great gcneralft in that of war, &c. 

their 
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BOOK their own opinipn upoij cjach matter, ^ 

- whole befoie the permanent couacil for its dei^lkai* 

In the deipFtn»|nt,.wlj€*j]ftiere 
nifter, the feq|Qr,fsiiatQr prefide. E^h pr^4®P^ 
befid^ bis cgnimpii; vptf, a cafting vpjee, in an eftpa- 

lity of tuffra^eSii^ . departments* as as ip the 

coiincil /« the lowjeft member in rank Ikall gi^e'the 
lirft vote. . 

The oovincil fhall affcmble as often as neceflity 

requires, in prefence of the king* when he is pleafed to be 
prefent; and in his majefty’s abfenee, the primate during 
his turn fhall prefide ; and in his abfenee, the firft fenator. 

The king fhall firft propofe whatever he tlrinks proper, 
and the queftion fliall be decided, if not qnaniraoufly, by a 
plurality of voices. In all cafes, when the king is not pre- 
fent, the primate, or, in his abfqmce, the firft in rank, fhall 
have the power of propofing. 

Afterwards, the marfhal of the equeftrian order, and then 
each counfellor, fhall fucceffively have the liberty of pro- 
pofing. 

Then the fecretary of the council fhall read the regifters 
of the five departments, that the affairs which they treat 
may be finally decked by the permanent ccmncil in pleno^ 
or returned to the department from which it was delivered 
for more exa<Sl information*. When the king is not prefent 
in the council, the firft fenator and tlie marflial of the 
cijueftrian order, flrall, in the name of the council, make re- 
ports of the affairs in agitation to tire king. The king, 
having received them, fhall, if he pleafes, give his two votes 
in writing, which fhaU be |is, valid as if he had been. prefent. 
If the king gives iio vote hefore the next meeting, the quef • 
tiou fhall be decided by the majority ; and, in cafe of an 

equality, 


y 
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eqviaMtyj the firft in the (k)uncil fliall 

Jf the M% with the permiffion of 

the cotiflc3| *thc t^oundI repair tq . the place where he 

reHSes ; bflttif his msi^efty quits 'WarfS^ of his own aciord^ 
the <^idioh%f thi diftribution of the 

charges, fhaH be iurpended ihoht^ ; " at the expiration 
of which term, one Uf the meihbers of the department for 
foreigh aMrs fhall attend his ihajefty, to the end that a cor- 
refpohdence be prj^et^d between the king and the council. 

The memorials, in ail phblic matters 'cognizable by the 
council, may be pi^hted 'tb any member of the council, 
or even td the fecretary ; bnt in all private affairs equally 
cognizable^y thecoUttbil, 'the memorials niuft be prefented 
by thofe perfons whom they concern, ' 

The member who prefents a memorial, having firftfigned 
it, (hall fend it to the Secretary of the council, and the latter, 
having made extrafts from it, fhall read them to the council 
at the next meeting, bringing with him, however, the 
original to be examined in cafe of neceflity. 

But if the counfellor, who fends a memorial to the fecre- 
tarv, perceives it to be of fuch great importance as todeferve 
the infpedion -of the touhcil, he fhall add after his name 
the following words, “ This memorial admits no delay.” 

But fhould a memorial be of fuch a nature as to require fe- 
crecy, and to be laid before the council in the firft refor^ 
then the counfellor, to whom it has been given, fhall him- 
felf, without fending it to the fecretary, lay it before the 
council* : ' ‘ 

In alls^ieftiohs, if the tterabdts of the council are not 
unanitnous, the firft in orders Whoever he be, marfhal, mi- 
niftef, Or member of the council, fliall diftribute, in the 
VoL. I. L manner 
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ipOK nia«q«r a^ye?prteiiti^d^ vole? tlie 

v-^ madhal of tl^ equeftriaa order to the tJiil^Qrderr 

and the cisiHp^d 

nets. The hii^^orky afc^^ed hy twt^ EMdm'of 

dpcifipn ; phh^ : H op^ 

whP a^^hts»; %ps ^ . th^;^i#s»ges paW feA iaii- 

tcribed ir^ th^ regifter ^ 

The 2h^««f/ can never be ©inploy^^ j&/«»?,ji^ 
members of the eouncil arCi fijEteen im 
the turnus thAiperfPIlifM^l^lays ®o^ 

lition before the eouncUv a|fe ^naens^ca:# : they 

conCent,;, tl^anfwer, that they oonJ^a^ii, sc filwe^annoui^^ 
unanhmty ; but if any rnenahef <honl4 opi>0<e5a®^ dei^ 
the turnus, then they ih# procejid, 

Each propofition may be the fubje<3:;Of deliberation during 
three days j but if any oafethen?tl^.ol;ye<9^0;t^ 
may propofe to deternain€j.,by b^toh i5?hethci^ ihall; 

be taken into conhderation, or be immiedi^tely decided. 

The turnus, once begun, ihajl be conthtued without inter- 
ruption until the fubje^t in agit^tiiQSfe hiah^ be finaUy de»» 
cided, See, ; . 

In all quedionsy the decifion by baiM ihay be infifted oim 
by any one member, but it muiiifcie 
points. . .; 

I. In election of vacant t^lgces'iisefced;^^^^^^ 
a. In extraordinary expepcess iiruedby:the.treafuny o the 
republic, not warranted by law. 

3. In matters of high treafon, date •crimes, difturbance of. 
the public tranquillity, and coaventicles qthjtrary to law. 
The,vot|| by ballot Ihiiil bfepc^^ed withthejgreai^ 
cautio^hd fidelity, and wjth every mtrk of necedanyif^^^ 
lemni^ For this purpofe, a table diall ftandiathe middle 
I of 
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with (Curtains ah6^ dif i^ght chap. 
of wWch^lBiy be diltSi^h and undraAvh'td admit the . 

iafete be placed a vafe,? having 
^ith 4iiie^tiohft affirmad^^ 

Vd^h flaail be put ; thefe openings fhall be only 

big «iTOUgra to adn^ the baBsi andlhot to receive the whole 
hiuidv- The vafe ihah be-'tiib clofed with a lock, the key 
whereof be pltfi^ u council table until all the 

membcaislaawip given their^^ balls arc to iie 

minifler, and 

therma*flhibrdf ;thfi e4^efhian order, hold it up 
and tinvei^ it to^^ew^hit it is empty ; after which, it 
lhail be:fealed:by t^^ covered with the 

eurtainsv; s Nexty the ifiicrttafy iliall diftribute ivory balls to 
all who have a vote in the council ; and every member, ac- 
cording to his linfcjihalleipprOaeh the table, aiid, firll hold- 
injf up his hand to iheWttJ^^ ball, ihall put it 

into one of the »t?/ permitting^ 

he ihall think proper, ^ahd aecordit^ to his confcience ; and 
in this manner Ito eimnflt fee ho^v the others give their votes, 
nor be feen himfeif. 

If there afe5MiBjft|t%ndidates, the iecretafy fliall diftribute 
to each meiiebcr 1^^ rt>e fame band, con- 

taining the names andTtirnames of the candidates ; each 
■membta? the billet containing 

die nameSwndftftiiiahiei^ whom he favouis, 

and ihall burn the other billet^ a candle being ready for 

fn tmfettofsO^^hy of fuift^ the Mng has the calling 
vote flasiy: iblicit ■ the 

vacatur cha^^'ifi! the permanent ' council, they 

■, ■' ■ may 
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may all propofe themfelves, as well as 
^ giving in ♦heir petitidh to that i^rpofe in '■ >«ifc t? 

The I'ecret Jbdtoting ^bd^^^ th|$ marlhj^ of the 

eqneftrian ord«^ ahd'the marihal oiinifteri fliall bret^ each 
hisfeal andopen the visdie; and then, inconjundm with 
two deputies from the iifenate and two 'feom thf eqneftriah 
order, ihall declare the number of balls or billets. if ? 

Afterwhith, the marflialof the equeftrianordi^fhall read 
aloud the names of the candidates, and the nnmbinbf fotes 
in favour of jeach candidate* and ihall decla'e for whoihs^^^ 
the majority, which the fecretary lhall imrnediately regiftcr. 

Thelking’has the privilege of conwaihg an afletnbJy of 
the permanent council ; and, in his abfence^ the firkin lank ; 
neitherof whom can refufe to fumratm ameetihg upon^ti^ 
requeft of any one member, reprefenting the neceffity of 
difcuffing an affiur of grearimpbrtimce. .Ead»^ m^ 
council has the liberty of delivering his ©piaion in a decent 
manner ; but whenever any afi&ir, relative to any member, 
is in agitation, that member fhall have no vote. 

Two perfons of the fame famiiyji and even of the fame 
furname, cannot be eleited into the council, at the fame 
time, as members of the fame eftate, fenators, 

or two perfons of the equeftrian prder j but oidy one perfon 
for each eftate. . ' ^ .< ■. 

All the decrees of the permanent ^council lhall be iiTued 
in the name of the king, withoutjmy paqanent for the 
affixing of the feal, in the following manner : We the 
“ king, with the advice of the permanent council.” 

In order to prevent too frequent intemiptitlns, i«> member 
of the council ihall btt abfent more than liis mofitl^ in the 
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yeaTf either at dhe?or'at different intervals, bht i#h the con- 
ieiltwOf the pcttoahent cCuncilf granted by the ihajority, * — A-' 

The mentiber^ho exceed their leave of abfcnce fliall lofe 
a proportionate part of their falary ; the fame ihall be un- 
defftbbd of thofe wh(^ being at Warfaw^ do not att^d the 
ilttihgs of me coundil ; excepting) ^ both cafes, perfbns enr^ 
jdbyed in other public offices, !»or thofc who produce proof 
of .licknelks&'v- ' 

^Thfe deduilion of the falaries from the abfent members 
fbtdJ^iatthe end hf the ye^he divided among thofe who 
have affidtlottfly perfoiined their duty. 

The naembers dfe* tfaeip'^rhanent council cannot be fent 
b^ond the fioritierSfas min^^ foreign courts : a perlbn 
may decline being eWf^ed a member ; but, when once ad- 
mitted, hecannotrefign upon any pretext. 

At each ordinary dieti Vrhenjth© council expires, a third of 
thdmembers of the laft permanent council, namely, fix from 
the fenators, and the fame number from the equeftrian or- 
der, ftiall be continued, by ballot, members for the following 
years ; and this is done to the end that the council may al- 
ways contain perfons experienced in bulinefs. 

At the next; cidinary diet, a particular place in the fenate- 
houfe fhall he afO^ed to the council, to anfwer any com- 
plaints which may be brought againft it, and to receive a 
publict^imdhilhJd^ iafertedlR theeonftitutions of the diet ; 
either that .fhe diet rec-Mved no, againft the per- 

manent council ; or that, having received them, they were 
proved uplottexacuinfftiun to be illTCounded ; or that, having 
acknowl^ed idicihvaiiditytjwftice \vas aecordingly inflided. 

The ;f|ptii:^^ flialf have their 

ufyal places in the fenate. In the ordinary diets, the coun- 
fellors of the equeftrian order Ihall lit next to the minifters.' 

f None 
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the tb 

at the opening4S,j|tfe®‘tfib»®«i#r^^^^ •■. ■'!:-■. . 

J>Jo Gow^CoJIfjis, any other public .ciia*!g^ 

than thofe y^hiCh stppfflJtftin to their ofice^ 
oftihe c^hc# ihah opp^^t 
ptavileges, re^lutknxsy or !a<^ 4ecided.hy the 
if either the Hing» the fenior fenator, oethe matzah IhouM 
refufe to lignj in that cafejcach member fhah ftih^ 
himfelf, an4ithe namfi» of the reader ‘^#: a<9: 

valid.: 

In ea^ ofiileiath) the vacancy fhtdi heifiUed^n^^^ the 

fpace of ten weeks by ballot^ in the manner above^-menti- 
oned. If the decealed be a Mihop <»tis^lfena^©r^his fhccelfo 
lhall be taken from the bilhops orlay'fenatorS’j ifa minifter, 
from the boards of the faid of 

the equelixian order^ either from th#r caadidaiBS prefented 
at the lafi dht, or from thofe propc^ed upon this occafion. 



atom of 
rity ; : adi 


Article lit. 


Power, avithority, and duties of the -P®manent Council. 

I,. Without enjoying the leaft authoTityji legiflative or 
judicial, the council ordetB^^ the eExeoution.*d^^ laws ; and, 
being the center of public aflidrif a^ vi^ fc^eig^^a^ 
is bound to dt^mine according td-<^<luws of 
cftablhhraeht.- ' 


a. It fliall iffuc affignments foriidW'lhtynieii^'hf fuma 
ferved to the public tfeaihry, and fpi^Jifiedin general 
table of expences^^uhproyided for in ek^trab^ ciccfe- 
lianceB; and the memhers bf i^ooiancil carihdvdhiring'the 
hoidi^igpi thdr a^ignme^ > ’ 
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^}td:s beneficial. toth^ fbilie^ decide chap. 
of lb«fo wMch are cotlfoiiatit to law, 
and niu§ lay t1||^& apfiear' advstotageoQSi but which 
laye not the^ fe of laWy bef<M:e the firft diet for the de- 
termination of the ftat^» ' t 

4. It Ih|ll forin;|>lans for t^^ of the laws;; and 

ftaM jarefekt them before -the next diet: it fhall frame 
a new code of lawsji public, , civil, and eritninal, to be ap- 
pi!0ved4>y^fdiedieK .i- 

.^ 5 , irlhail fehderiabafi^ courts 

fiom the perfona . nominated by the king. The permanent 
council' lhali give^ih^hemecelf^^ iriftru<5tions, ^epting 
in ail cafes referved for. the dietr 

6. The. permanentoouncil fhall appoint^ .by ballot, in the 
manner, ahove-^mentioned, three candidates for the vacant 
charges, excepting thofe which are in the king’s gift, or are 
ohbfen by the nobility inithe Palatinates* 

7;vlt fhall take, the mod: effe£lual methods to -preferve the 
alliances and treaties of the republic.■ 

■^■'>^■'■■*'":'■■'‘AR•r^cLE-IV.■ 

Limits of ^Permanent Council’s authority. 

The council^ has- i* 0 ' power in all matters referved to the 
Rates ai&mbl^ ifn^dietj , and cab ena 6 t nothing contrary to 
any lib€mes>^and pretogatives juftly confeited. 

It muRnbt lifuFp to itfelf the legillative or j udieial poweri 
nor in. any. degree take into conflderation thofe. affairs whofe 
decifion is referyed to the diet alone. . 

If the cbuncil lliouid exceed its power, the members flialh 
be l|abjfe|b diet for high treafbn, 

and, puaiffM to the aritient laws 

effab^ied updtflthia artielbr^^^^^^^^^^ The permanent council fliall 
a. remain 
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BOOK remain in full nnthority for two years witbont inserruptimi, 
1 — ' . even flioidd oiif or more extraordinary diets imefferef 

at me ©rdinary^dl^^^ntil a new council 11^11 be eledled in 

its place^ according to ‘ then the antient 

council fliall lay before the diet the lituation of ^airs^ and 
giye an aacount of its whole adminillratiifo; / 

The permanent council can only a^ accordingto the laife. 
iru beingjOr carry the laid laws into execution. f ; A < ? 

In all cafes, not exprefsly mentioned by the lawSy the , per- 
manent council cannot decidei but in ^1 futdr circam#ances 
it may prepare any propofais for new lawsr and publifli them 
in the 0|t'PU|ar letters for the convocation; of the diet. 

Department I. ' 

Of foreign affairs in the Perrhanent*Gouncil. 

The department of foreign affairs fliall be compofed of 
four members, amowgft whom ffiMl be one ffom the ducliy 
of Lithuania, one of the chanceUdirsf md two munfellors o 
the equeftriah order* ? : 4^^ : 'v 

To thefe fliall he added one of the national fecretaries, 
W'ho fliall have no vote : he lhalli infpe6l and expedite all 
foreign affairs, and flidU tfdce the ufualoath, See. 

This department fhalt a^mble as occafloh may require. 
When the king is not prefent, a chancellor^ prefidej 
and, in the latter’s abfence, the firft The national 

fecretary fliall make a report of all thd letters dh^ed to him, 
and, if required, fliall lay them before the members of the 
faid department ; he fliall not fend any anfwers without 
their approbation. ' 

He fliall read at the meetings the letters and memorials 
to th^e department, which &allde}iherate upioh d*® Wiwers ; 
he Ih all write down tlie refoliyions, and fliaU expedite the 
difpatches accordingly. 

4 


In 
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Jii all cafes of public moment, fiich as letters from the 
king to foreign courts, Rate aflPairs which require any expl'a- 
nation, memorial».and declarations, the department fliall draw 
them up, and Jay them before the council in for its dc" 
terrain atioq. 

Whenever any ihformatiori is to be given to the Polilh 
rainifters at ’foregn courts iu the ordinary courfe of affairs, 
the prefident of this department, having firft heard the ob« 
fervations of each member, (hall form the refult. 

All inftruiffions for foreign minifters fhall be firft drawn 
up in this department, and then i)refented to the permanent 
council for its decifion. If any member of this department 
dies, the permanent council fliall, without delay, ele<ft one 
of its counfellors in his place. The fecretary of this depart- 
ment fliall be nominated by the king from the national fecrc- 
taries, or notaries. He fliall maintain the correfixindence 
with the foreign minifters of the republic, and to him 
fliall be addrefled all letters and memorials. In the fame 
manner as the fecretary, the fubalterns in this department 
fliall be chofen by the king. 

Department II. 

Committee of the marflials of Poland and Lithuania. 

I . The great marflials fliall adt according to the conftitu- 
tion of 1768, reftrainin^ however the affbeiation of the af- 
feffbrs * in the following cafes. 

In criminal affairs. 

* Before 1768, the great marfttals were “ diflion of the great raarntal : they lhall 
foie judges in all criminal caufes cog- “ be elefled in each ordinary diet ; they 
niaable by their tribunals : but in the “ fliall judge all caufes in conjimftion with 
diet of ,768 the following claufe cnafts, that “ the great marflial ; and fliall decide by 
“ fix alTelTors fliall be added to thejurif- “ the majority.” 

VoL. I. M 


In 
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BOOK In all taxes upon provifions and merchandize only ia 
the place of the king’s refidence, excepting com, and the 
produdlions belonging to the nobility. 

In all cafes of debt or borrowings, only ex vi inferiptv 
forty when one of the parties appeals from the firjj: inftance,, 
andthefum exceeds 500 florins - fi 17 s. gd^ 

All appeals from the firft inflance, relative to the non- 
I)ayment of taxes, fliall be brought before the tribunal 
of the marflial with his affeflbrs, in the prefence of the judge 
or the notary, neither of whom lhall have a vote. In this 
and flmilar cafes of appeal, the opinion fliall be given openly,, 
and then finally deckled by ballot., 

2. The committee of the marfhals fliall be compofed of the 
great and little marflials (or of their colleagues the marflials 
of the crown), of two fenators, and four perfons of the 
eqneftrian order. Thefe fix afleflbrs fliall be chofen at the 
ordinary diet, according to the form above prcfcribed for 
the ele£lion of the members of the permanent council, 

3. The marflials fliall be bound to fix months refidence 
near his majefty, and each of the aireflbi's to four months, to? 
the end that there may al ways be the complete number of five 
pci foils, including the marflials, requifite to form a fitting. 

4. Nt> member of this committee can be elei^ted a nuntio. 
for the ncxt.diet ; but the luuitios may be appointed mem- 
bers of this committee by ballot, ancf half of the antient af- 
feflbrs, both fenators and nobles of the eqneftrian order, may 
be continued in their office for the two following years. 

5. Solely in the cafes of denegati judicH et corruptionis ju~ 
diciSy perjurii et opprejfwnis eivis Uberiy complaints againft the 

* The great miirflinl nfccl before, of his .prefents and bribes to augment thdr pro^ 
own authority, to impofe prices on mcr- lit.. Connor’s Hiil. of Pol. v. II. p. 69, 
chants wares, who gentially made him great 

% 


decifions 
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decifions of this committee can be brought before the per- 
manent council ; and caufes of this nature lliall be tried by 
the permanent council, in the manner prel'cribed by the law 
concerning the denegatum judiciunty et cmTuptionem judicis 
tt perjurium. 

6. Each month the great marflial (hall lay, before the per- 
manent council, the report of his decifions, made in conjunc- 
tion with the dTelTors. 

7. In cafe the marflial fhould difobey the laws in any of 
thefe articles, the permanent council may remonflrate ; and 
if he perfifts in infringing them, he fliall be liable to be cited 
before the diet as guilty of high treafon. 

8. In all other points, not contrary to thefe articles, the 
antient prerogatiyes of the marflials fliall continue in force. 

Department of the Police in the Permanent Council. 

1 . When the great marflial fliall be a member of the per- 
manent council, he fliall prefide in the department of the 
police ; and in his abfence the firft fenior in rank, who is 
member of the faid department. 

2. If any complaints fliall be urged againft the great or 
little marflials, for non-performance of the duties f) ecificil 
in the articles of the “ committee of marflials and their de- 

pendence on the permanent council,” the plaintilfs, if 
members of the council^fliall not be prefent at the refblutions 
paired under fuch circumflances. 

3. If this department fliall have occafion for the regifler 
of the committee of marflials, it fliall be communicated. 


Ma 


Depart- 
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Department III. 

The Great Generals of the Two Nations. . 

1 . Befide the troops, commanded by the marflials of the 
two nations and by the treafurers, ftationed at Warfaw, there 
may be quarteredin that capital 3000 foldiers, namely, aooo 
from the army of the crown, and 1 000 from that of Li- 
thuania, 

The difcipline of the Lithuanian corps fhall depend upon 
the great general of Lithuania; the chief command, fliall 
devolve upon the great general of the crown. If the king 
fliall refide in Lithuania, a proportionate number of troops 
from the army of the crown lhall be ftationed in that duchy, 
in the fame manner as the Lithuanian corps is quartered at 
Warfaw with the crown foldiers. , 

The great generals fliall be obliged to change the garrifon 
of Warfaw at the requcft of the permanent council. 

2. Whenever the great general fliall find it expedient to 
raife new fortifications, they fliall prefent the plan to the per- 
manent council, and the latter to the diet. 

3. The permanent council fliall make known to the great 
general, when he fliould order the abfentees to rejoin their 
regiments. 

4. The permanent council, in concert with the great ge- 
nerals, fliall regulate the number of foldiers to be furnilhed 
by the regiments for the piirpofe qf making high roads, 
cleanfing rivers, and other public works, a reprefentation- 
being previoufly made, and a plan preferibed, by the com- 
miffioners of the treafory : it fliall ki the fame manner 
fix the pay of the faid foldiers, to be afligiied from the- 
public-^|j|nd deftined for extraordinary cafes, with this ex*? 
cepticl^’That the troops fliaU be exempted from fuch fer- 

"r viqes, 
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vices, during the months in which they are exercifed or 
encamped, » — ^ 

5. In cafe the great generals fhoiild a£t counter to thefe 
articles, the permanent council (hall firft remonftrate, and if 
that fiiould have no efFedl, may accufe them of high treafon 
before the diet ;,,if, during the intervals of the ordinary diet, 
it Ihould be thought neceflary to call them to account, the 
permanent council fhall aflemble an extraordinary diet for 
that purpofe. 

6. The lift of extraordinary expence^ fliall becommuni* 
cated, by the great generals, to the permanent council, be- 
fore it is laid before the ordinary diet. 

7. The difcipline, fubordination, exercife, and clothing of 
the troops, the apijpintment of the fpots for the encampment 
uf the divilions, (with this provifo, that never more than one 
divifion flrall encamp in the fame place) in a word, tlie 
chief commaad of the troops (hall be veftcd in the great 
generals. 

8. The nomination, and creation of the officers and fub- 
alterns, belonging to the committee of war, lliall rcfide in 
the great generals. 

9. In other points, the generals retain all their antient 
rights and privileges, not contradicted by thefe articles. 

Explanation and changes of the Conftitution of 1768, rela- 
tive to the Committee of War of both nations. 

T. The committee of war lhall be compofed of fix com- 
miffioners, as enjoined by the diet of 1768, one half to be 
taken from perfons in the civil line, and the remainder frona 
officers I’ot employed. 

Among the three military comraiffioners fhall be include.l 
of coiirfe the generals of the artillery, but without receivin ? 

1 the 
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r.ooK the falarv of commiffioners. Three coramilTioaers are Aif- 

j ^ 

ficicnt to make a board ; and if only two flionld meet, 
then the notaries of the committee of war of the crown 
lhall alTiime the place of the abfent commiilioner, and have 
a vote ; but when there is a requifite number, then the 
notaries fliall only have a deliberative voice, 

2. 'Phis committee of war lliall keep in order, and have 
the dire<5lion of, the military archives. 

3. Twice a year it lhall receive the reports of the trooi)S 
relative to the difchairgc of their pay, and fliall fend them to 
the permanent council. 

4. Since the troops cannot fubfift without pay, nor fuffer 
the leafl: delay in that article, it is enafled, once for all, that 
the committee of the treafury fliall be obliged to employ, for 
the payment of the Paid troops, the firft money which it re- 
ceives, and which fliall be regularly tielivered to the troops 
every year on the ift of April and the 1 ft of 0 <floi)et. If it 
happens, that this payment fliall not be made at thefe ftipu- 
latcd times, the great general and the council of war lhall be 
bound to acquaint the permanent council with this delay ; 
and the permanent council fliall immediately authorize the 
great general and the council of war to procure the funis 
deftined for the pay of the troops. 

5. The committee of war fliall have the care of the mi- 
litary cheft, and fliall pay all thettroops according to the 
ertabliflicd calculation. The cheft fliall be provided with 
three keys ; one whereof fltall be kept by the great general, 
or, in his abfence, by the prefident of the council of war ; 
the fecond by one of the commiffioners of war; and the 
third by the cafliier. 


6. The. 
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6. The commiffioners of war fliall judge, as well all cau/es 

between foldiers according to the military articles,, as all pro- v— > 

eefles brought by the citizens againft a Ibldier in his military 
capacity : but in cafe a foldier in his military capacity Ihould 
aggrieve a citizen, then the plaintiff lhall apply to the com- 
mander for redrefs and if he obtains none, lie may cite 

him before the court of juftice of the place where the alfanlt 
was committed, referving the appeal to the committee of i 
war. 

7. No member of the faid committee can be capable of 
being eleiled nuntio at the next diet ; but the commiffioners 
may be taken from the nuntios of the diet, or from other 
nobles, promifcuoufly. 

A third part of the commiffioners may be continued lor 
the next two years, if they have the plurality of ballots in 
their favour. The fame holds good in refpecfl to the fena- * 
tors ; and thofe, who are thus confirmed in their feats for 
two more years, cannot be eleded the third time for the two 
next years. 

8. In other points, not contradidory to thefe articles, the 

committee of war of both nations are maintained in their 
antient rights. . 

Eflablifliment of the Military Department in the Perma- 

ijenc Council. 

I. The military department in the permanent council 
diall receive, twice a year, from the great ge neral, the lift 
of the army, to be examined and inferted in the ads. 

a. The great general, having a feat in the conncil, ffinll 
prelide in the military department, or, in his ablcncc, the 
feniorofthe faiddeji.artment^ 

. 3 - 
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TOOK 3. ]f any complaints fliall be urged againft the great or 
^ . little generals for not fulfilling the articles prefcribed under 

the title of “ The great generals of both nations,” the ac- 
cufed, if members of the permanent council, lhall not be 
prcfcnt at the difcuflion of the faid complaintis. 

Department IV. 

The Great Chancellors of both Nations. 

T. Each great chancellor, or his colleague the vice-chan- 
cellor occui^ying his place, fliall have a committee compofed 
of two fenators, and four perfons of the equeftrian order, to 
be chofen during the fitting of the diet by ballot, according 
to the form prefcribed in the permanent council, 8cc. 

2. Each of thofe minifters fliall be bound to at leaft fix 
months refidence at Warfaw, upon the aflignment of falaries, 
and each comraiflioner or alfeflc)!' to at leaft four months ; 
that the requifitc number of three perfons, including the 
great chancellor, or vice-chancellor, may be prefent at each 
meeting. 

Thefe afleflbrs fliall receive each 6000 florins per annum^ 
= jCi 66. 13J. 4^. and thefe falaries fliall be divided between 
the afleflbrs who attend. 

3. No member of the equeftrian order in this committee 
can be defied nuntio of the next diet, See. 

4. Every month the chancellors fliall fend to the perma- 
nent council a lift of all the privileges which have paflTed the 
feal. 

5. The feals fliall remain in the hands of the great and 
vice-chancellors. The chancellor and vice-chancellor of 
the crown fliall feal, as before, the privileges referved to the 
king, and thofe of Lithuania fliall, in the fame manner, feal 
the privileges of that duchy, 8cc. 


\ 
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'■6^ The great eh^cellors and viee-chanGellorSi^ in cafe oF Ghap. 
noii-coropUance with any of thefe artidesj^hall hpiiable to > .1 

be cited by the permaaent council before the diet. 

7, In all other points the chancellors are naaitttained ih 
their antieht privileges, not eontfadifitory to thefe articles 
juft enumerated. i " 

. Department V. ' 

Great Treafurers uf hath Nations. 

I. The department of the treafury, compofed of mem- 
bers of tlifi permanent council, IhaH receive from the com- 
mittee of the treafury of the crown the lifts of the ordinary 
expences. See. and ihall t?ike care that the receipts and ex- 
penditures are authorized by the laws. 

a. Every month the great treafurer of the crown, and the 
great tredurer of Lithuania, ftiall fend a report of all the 
tranfadlions of this department to the permanent council, 8cc. 

3. Whenever one or both the great treafurers are eledted 
members of the permanent council, the firft in rank Ihall 
prefide in this department, compofed of the members of the 
permanent council, 

4. The coramiffioners of the treafury ftiall receive, and, 
upon proper deliberation, a^mit or rejedl all memorials and 
plans relative to commerce, the augmentation of the reve- 
nues, the eftablilhment of mahufadtures, cleanfing rivers, 
cutting canals, forming harboum, making bridges and high 
roads, epe<fting buildings, and all other public works, &c» 
always under tbecontrpul.of the permanent council. 

5. The commiflionfers of the two Rations fhall pay from 
the public funds, deftined for that purpofe, the extfaordinary 
expences and gratifications, in compliahi^ with thb refolu- 
tions of the permanent council /« Sepi - . 

y-OL.I. N 6. The 
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BOOK 6. The derks in the committees of the treafury of both 
nations /ball provide for themfelves proper feciinties. The 
appointment of thefe derks fhall belong to the great trea- 
furer; but the examination of their qualifications, the ap- 


probation or reje<Stion of their fecurities, *ihall wholly reft 
with the committee. The qualifications are, 

I . That they are gentlemen. 

a. That they find proper .fecurities. 

3. That their characters are not infamous. 

4. That they are able to write. 

5. That they are able to call accounts. 

In cafe thefe clerks fhould difcover any notorious in- 
capacity, the committee fliall have it in their power to de- 
prive them of their charges. • 

7. All the writings, decrees, and circular letters, ifliied by 
the committee, fliall be figned by the treafurers alone ; or, 
in their abfence, by the firft in rank. In cafe the treafurers 
refufe to put the feal to any refolutions pafled by the com- 
mittees, it fliall be efteemed valid, if figned by the firll in 
rank next to the treafurer, even in the prefence of the latter ; 
and complaints may be urged againlt the treafurer, for re- 
fufing to fign fuch refolutions. 

8. If the great treafurers remove from the place where 
the committees aflemble, they fhall be accompanied in their 
route by fifteen of the treafury troops, provided that no ex- 
traordinary expcnce on that account be incurred by the trea- 
fury, and that no damage be fuffered by the inhabitants. 

9. The troops of the committee of the treafury fliall con- 
tinue in the fame obedience to the great treafurer, and 
flie committee, as enjoined by the diet of 1768; and 
if any of the officers,* appointed by the king’s patent. 


fliall 
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fliall dei^ve piinifliment, he fliall be judged by a court 
martial, compofed of the ojEcers of the fame corps,j^^cordiug < — „ — 1 
to the military articles, and the lentence lhall be fent to the 
committee of war. The number of this corps fliall not ex- 
ceed 500 men, and thefum appropriate for their fupport 
lhall not furpafs that which is fettled by the conftitution of 
1768. 

10. If the treafurers difobey any of thefc articles, the 

permanent council is bound to remonftrate, and, in cafe of 
ilill further difobedience, to cite them before the diet as 
guilty of high treafon. ^ 

11. In other points, the great treafufers are maintained in 
their antient privileges. 

Changes and Explanation of the Conftitution of 1768, 
relative to the eftabHfliment of the Committee 
of the Treafury of both Nations. 

1. The commiffioners of the treafury of the crown lhall 
he compofed of the great treafurer of the crown, and of nine 
commilTioners, three fenators, and fix from the equeftrian 
order, See. 

2, The great treafurers lhall be bound to at leaft four 
months refidence, under pain of lofing their falaries propor- 
tionable to the time of their abfence, and thefe deductions 
fnall not be divjjded among the commilfioners who are pre- 
fent, but lliallbe left in the cheft. The commiffioners are 
equally bound to four months refidence, in order that there 
may be always prefenit-five commiffioners (including one or 
both treafurers), the requifite number for holding a board. 

The deductions of the falaries for the abfent commiffioners 
lhall be divided araongft thofe who are prefent, 

N 2 
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BOOK 2- None of the commiffioners of the equeftriaii^nier caw 
t,- > be elected a nuntio for the next diet, &c. 

4. From this time there fhall be a regifter apart for thofe 
decrees of the committee, which relate to foreign affairs,, 
commerce, and notes of exchange. 

What caufes fhall be brought before the Committees of the 

Treafury. 

I. Thofe relative to the unpacking, of merchandize which- 
occafion any delays of tranfport. ’ 

. a. Impofts of all forts payable, by the nobility,. clergy, 
and towns* 

3. Of contrails of merchants. • 

4. Of letters of exchange, which lliall be further ex- 
plained in a law apart. 

5. Of debts of merchants and woricmeni 

6. Of weights and meafures. 

7. Of damages caufed to the treafury, or of thefts and 
negligences of the fubalterns, &c. 

In all other points, , the committees of both nations fhall 
be maintained in all their antient privileges, not contradi6lory> 
to thefe articles abovc'^mentioned,- 


CHAP;- 
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CHAP. vr. 

SuprSfne authority rejides in the diet. --‘Origin of the Dieh 
—f-Place and time of ajfembling.-^ Ordinary and extraordi-- 
nary.' — Convoked by the king.— ‘Conjiituent parts .r— King,, 
fenate^ and nuntios. — Proceedings.— Liberum Feto» — Rif-- 
tory and caufes of its introdudlion.-— his dreadful effeBs.— 

How remedied. — Diet of confederacy.- — the plain of Vola 
where the kings are eleBed.— Account of the diets of convo- 
cation and eleBion. 

T he general ‘diet of Poland enjoys, as I have before ob- chap, 
ferved, the fuprerae authority : it declares war, makes ^ 
peace, levies foldiers^ enters into alliances, impofes taxes, 
enadts laws, in a word, it exercifcs all the rights of abfolute 
fovereignty. 

Some hiftorians place the earlieft diet in- the reign of Ca- 
limir the Great ; but it is very uncertain whether it was firft 
convened in his time ; and ftill more doubtful, of what 
members it confifted. Thus much is unqucftionable, that 
it was not until the reign of Cafimir III. that.this national 
aflembly was modelled into its prefent form 

I'he place oJf holdiifg the diets depended formerly upon- 
the will of the kings ; and Lours even fummoned two in 
Hungary. In thofe early times Petricau was the town in 
which they were moil frequently aflembled ; but in 1569, 
at the union of Poland and Lithuania, Warfaw was appointed 

the.. 
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BOOK the place of meeting; and in 1673, it was enadled, tUat of 
\ ‘ three fucceflive diets, two fhould be held in this capital, and 
•one at Grodno^ in Lithuania. This regulation has been 
generally followed, until the reign of his prefent majefty, 
when the aflemblies have been uniformly fummoned to 
Warlaw t. 

Diets are ordinary and extraordinary; the former are 
convened every two years, the latter as occalion requires. 
In 1717 the ufual leafon for the meeting of the ordinary 
<licts was fixed for Michaelmas ; but during the prefent 
reign it has been occafionally changed to the month of Oc- 
tober or November., 

The king, with the advice of the permanent council, con- 
vokes the diet, by means of circular letters iiTued to all the 
Palatines in their refpeilive provinces, at leaft fix weeks be- 
fore the time appointed for its meeting : thefe letters are ac- 
companied with a Ihoft iketch of the bufinefs to be agitated 
in the diet. 

The conftituent parts of the diet are the three eftates of 
the realm, namely, the king, thg fenate, and the nobles or 
•gentry, by their nuntios or reprefentativcs. 

I. The king, confidered in his capacity of prefident, is 
only, as it were, the chief of the diet : he fubfcribes all ads; 
figns all decrees agreed to by the aifembly ; iffucs out all or- 
dinances in his own name, and that of the republic, without 
enjoying the right of a negative in any of thefe particulars. 

In all qneftions he has no vote, excepting upon an equa- 
lity of fuftrages; but is at liberty to deliver hi? fentiments 
upon any queflion. His prefent majerty is efteeraed one of 
the ^oft eloquent among the Polifti orators: he .has an 

■f .Lengnich, Hi*. Pol. p. j6i. • See Book II. Chap. VI. Art, Grodno. 

6 agreeable 



agreeable tone of voice, and much Ikill in luiting and vary- 
ing his cadence to the fubjedls of his difcourfe ; heharangues 
with great energy of ftyle and dignity of manner; and his 
fpeeches always make a confiderable impreffion upon the 
members of the diet. 

When he is dif^wifed to fi>eak, he rifcs from his feat, ad-r 
vances a few fteps, and cries out, “ I fumnion the minifters 
“ of ftate to the throne.” Then the great officers of the 
crown, who are fitting at the lower end of the fenate-lioufe,.. 
come forward and Hand near the king. The four great 
marflials ftrike the ground at the fame time with their llaffs- 
of office ; and the firft in rank fays, “ The king is going to 
“ fpeak after which his majelly begins. 

a. The fecond eftate, or the fenate, is compofed of Ijiiri-^ 
tual and temporal fenators. 

1. The biffiops or fenators- fpiritual have the precedence, 
over the temporal fenators. The archbifhop of Gnefna is 
primate and chief of the fenate, and is viceroy in cafe of an 
interregnum.. 

2 . The temporal are Palatines, Gaftellans, and the great 

officers of ftate. . 

The palatines are the governors of the provinces^ who 
hold their offices for life. In time of war, when the army . 
of the republic is fnmmoned, the palatines levy and lead the 
force of their palatinaffss into the field, according to the 
tenure of feudal fervices;. in time of jieace they-convoke 
the aflerablies of the palatinates, prefidc in the county courts 
of juftice, and judge the Jews within their refpeditive Jurit- - 
didions, 8cc. ‘ 

The'Caftellans are divided into Grand and Petty Gaftellans : 
their office, in time of peace, is merely nominal j but when . 

the 
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BOOK tiie military or feudal fervices are required, they are the 
lieutenants of the palatines, under whom they command the 
troops of thefeveral diftri< 5 ls in the palatinates. ; 

The great officers of the republic, who fit in the fehate, 
are ten in number, namely, the two great marihals of Po- 
land and Lithuania, the two great chancellors, the two vice- 
chancellors, the two great treafurers, and the two fub-mar- 
fhals. 

All the fenators were formerly appointed by the king ; 
but by the late change of government, his majefty’s choice is 
■reftriiled to one of three candidates prefented by the per- 
manent council The fenators, once nominated, cannot be 
deprived of their charges, excepting by the diet. 

3. The third eftate is formed by the nuntios or reprefen- 
tatives of the equeftrian order. '1 hefe reprefentatives are 
thofen in the dietines or afiembles of each palatinate, in 
which every noble or gentleman, at the age of eighteen, 
has a vote, or is capable of being ele6ted. There is no qua- 
lification in point of property required, either for the eledlors, 
or defied ; it is only neceffary that the nuntio fliould be a 
noWe, that is, a perfon not engaged in trade or commerce, 
pofieffing land hirafelf, or the fon of a perfon poflefling land, 
or of an antient family which formerly poflelTed land t. 
E;ich nuntio rauft be twenty-three years of age. 

The general proceedings of the diet are as follow : The 
king, fenate, and nuntios firft meet altogether in the cathe- 
dral of Warfaw, andhear mafs and afernoon. After fervice, 
•the members of the fenate, or upper-houfe, repair to the 

♦ S^ep. 64. * frcrcs, ^ autres qui font fcconnus pour 

f £il autem nobllU quipatre&obiltnatus avoir leurj po.flTeinons et etre cle race anci- 
in fui9 poflellionibusvivens jiiribus noHlium enne et noble Leix et Cons. Il Dietie 
qntitirfi ling. J. K p. 8. Lea noblea 4 e 1768. p, 6^. 

^ulont dc9 tc^^ 
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fenate-houfe ; and the nuntios, or lovver-houfe, to their 
chamber, when the latter choofe, by a majority of voices, a< — ^ 
marftial, or fpeaker, of the equeftrian order : in order to 
})reclude unneceflary delays, the ele6lion is require<l to take 
})lace within three days after their meeting Two days 
after the choice of their fpeaker, the king, fenate, and niin- 
tios, aflemble in the fenate-houfc, which is called theJiin<Slion 
of the two houles. The nnntios then kifs the king’s hand, 
and tlie members of the diet take their places in the follow- 
ing order. 

The king is feated, in regal ftatc, upon a raifed throne, 
vindcr a canopy at the upper end of the apartment. At the 
lower end, oppofite the throne, fit in armed chairs the ten 
officers of flate. .The biffiops +, palatines, and Gaftellans, 
are ranged in three rows of armed chairs, extending from 
the throne on each fide ; and behind thefe are placed the 
nuntios upon benches covered witl\ red cloth. The fenators 
have the privilege of wearing their caps, but the nuntios 
remain uncovered. 

All the members being feated, the Patla Conventa arc 
read, when the fpeaker of the equeftrian order, as well as 

- Fciiiierly, it being flipulated that the In order to remedy this inconvenience, it 
cic'Ciion of the marflial flioiild take j ’ ice was cnatl-Icd in 1690, that the inarfhiil niult 
CIS loon as polTible, in moH: diets much bethofenon the fil'd day of the meeting ; 
time el.'ipfid before a marflial was chofen ; but in 17(78, the time allowed for the clec- 
■ ::ul as rhe fitting of the national alfcmbly tiori was extended to rlirce d iyy. SccLeng. 

cunfiricd to fix weeks, it fometime^ hap- J. P. IK p. 322, iindLtjix etConfi, de 1768, 
pned, that the nuntios could never agree p. 52. 

in the choice ; and fcvnal diets broke up f Including the archhifliops of Gnefua 
without tranfa6Hng any bufinefs. Connor, and ViJna, each a: the head of his reipcc- 
who vifiied Poland in John Sobieflei’s reign, live fuffragans. 

%s upon this head, “ He that Seligns to The reader will find a print which givci 
be elet^fed marftial, muft treat the gentry a faithful reprefentation of the diet in Con- 
all tlie while, othervvife he would have no noi’s Hid* of Poland, v. IL p. 82. One 
vote for and commonly they pro- rrilling error miifl be correv‘>ed : the feats 

** long the clc^ion, that they may live the marked im arc for the miuifiers of date, 
longer at the candidates charges,” v. II. when not Handing near the throne, 
p, 92. 
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BOOK each nuntio, is empowered to interrupt the perufal by re- 
-monftrating againft the infringement of any particular ar- 
ticle, and demanding at the hirae time a redrefs of griev- 
ances. Then the great chancellor propofes, in the king’s 
name, the queftions to be taken into confideration j after 
which, his majefty nominates three fenators, and the fpeaker 
fix nuntios, to prepare the bills. The diet, by majority of 
voices, chufes a committee to examine the accounts of the 
treafury. 

The members - of the permanent council are elected in 
the manner mentioned in the preceding chapter. 

Thefe preliminary tranfacStions muft be dil'patched in the 
fpace of three weeks ; at which period the two houfes fepa- 
rate : the nuntios retire into their own chamber, and all the 
bills undergo a feparate difeuffion in both houfes. Thofe 
which relate to the treafury are approved or rejedled by the 
fentiments of the majority. But in all ftate-matters + of the 
higheft importance no refolution of the diet is valid, unlcfs 
ratified by the unanimous aflent of every nuntio, each of 
whom is able to fufpend all proceedings by his exertion of 
the Liberum Veto, 

The diet muft not fit longer than fix weeks : on the firft 
day, therefore, of the fixth week the fenate and nuntios 


The eqiieftrian members of the laft 
permanent council are permitied to be pre- 
fent in this riireinbly, U'jthoiit having any 
vote, until the rcfolutions of the council are 
approved by the diet. The fenators, who 
have a feat in the council, arc prefent of 
courfe. 

+ Matters of date are thus defined by the 
conftitution of 1768. i. increafe or alte- 
ration of the taxes. 2. Augmentation of 
the army, 3. Treaties of alliance and peace 
with the neighbouring powers. 4. Decla- 
ration of war. 5, Naturalization and ere* 


aiion of nobility. 6, Rediudion of the coin. 
7. Ai^gmentation or diminution in tlio 
charges of the tribunals, or in the autho- 
rity of the minillcrs of peace and w ar. 8, 
Creation of places. 9. Order of holding 
the diets or dietines. 10. Alterations in the 
tribunals, ii. Augmentation of the pre- 
rogatives of the fenatus-confulta, 12. Pey- 
niiflion to the king to purchafe lands for 
his luccefTors. 13, Arrier-ban| or fum- 
moning the nobles to arms. 

In all thefe cafes unanimity is requillte. 
SccLoix et Conil, de la dietc dc 1768, p. 46. 

meet 
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meet again in the fenate-houfe. The ftate-biils (provided chap. 
they are unanimoully agreed to by the nuntios, an event . _ 
which feldom happens in a free diet) are paffed into laws ; 
but if that unanimity be wanting to them, they lland re- 
jedled ; and the bufinefs relating to the treafury, which has 
been carried by a majority, is read and regiftered. 

While the bills are debating in the lower houfe, the king, 
fenatc, and eighteen nuntios, form a fupreme court of judi- 
cature, by which all nobles accufed of capital crimes, are 
tried ; and all appeals from inferior courts determined in 
the laft refort. The majority decides, and the king gives 
fentence. 

At the conclufion of the fixth week the laws, which have 
paffed, are figned by the fpeaker and nuntios, and the diet 
is of courfe diffolved. 

The extraordinary diets are fubjedl to the fame regula- 
tions as the ordinary diets, with this difference, that they 
cannot, by the conftitutions of 1768, continue longer than a 
fortnight. The fame day in which the two houfes alfemble 
in the fenatc-houfe, the queftions are to be laid before them ; 
and the n intios return immediately to their own chamber. 

On the thirteenth day from their firft meeting, the two 
houfes are again united ; and on the fifteenth day, after the 
laws have been read and ligned, the diet breaks up as ufual. 

The moft extraordina>7 charadleriftic in the conftitution 
of Poland, and wdiich feems peculiarly to difiinguini tins go- 
vernment from all others, both in ancient and modern times, 
is the Liberum VetOt or the power which each nunlio enjoys 
in a free diet not only like the tribunes of ancient Rome, 
of putting a negative upon any law, but even of diffolving 

^ A free diet, in which unanimity is confederacy, in which all bufinefs is carried 
requifite, is dillingiiiflied from a diet of by the majority. 

O a the 
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BOOK the aflembly. That every meml>er of a numerous fociety 
^.^^fliould be invelled with fuch a. dangerous privilege, in the 
midft of the moft important national tranfadions, is a cir- 
cumftance in itfelf fo incredible, as to deferve a minute en- 
quiry into the canfes which introduced a cuftoni fo preg- 
nant with anarchy, and f) detrimental to public welfare. 

The privilege in queftion is not to be found in any period 
of the Polifli hiltory antecedent to the reign of John Calimir. 
It was under his adminillration, that in the year 1652, when 
the diet of Warfaw was debating iqx)n tranfa6lions of 
the utmoft importance which recpiired a I'pecdy deter- 
mination, that Sicinlki^ nuntio of Upita in Lithuania, 
cried out, “ I Itop the proceedings.” Having uttered theib 
words, he quitted the aflembly, and, ‘repairing imme- 
diately to the chancellor, protefted ; that as many a( 5 ls had 
been propof;d and carried contrary to the conftitution of the 
republic, if the diet continued to lit, he flaonid confidcr it as 
an infringement of the laws. The members were thun- 
dcrftrack at a protell of this nature, hitherto unknown. 
Warm debates took place about the proprietv of conti- 
nuing or diffolving the diet : at length, however, the venal 
and difeontented fadlion, who fupported the protell, ob- 
tained the majority; and the alfembly broke up in great 
confulion. 

This tranfadion changed entirely the conftitution of Po- 
land, and gave an unlimited fcope to mifrvilc and fad'tion. 
The caufes w hich induced the Poles to acquielce in efta- 
blilhing the Liberum VetOy thus cafually introduced, were 
probably the following. 

|. It was the intereft of the great officers of ftate,' particu- 
larly the great general, the great treafurer, and great marllial, 

* T eng. J us Pub. v, II ’ p 21^, 
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in whofe hands were vefted .the adminiftration of the 

army, the finances, and the police, to abridge the fitting of -/ ^ 

the diet. Thefe great officers of ftate, being once nomi- 
nated by the king, enjoyed their appointments for life, 
totally independent of his authority, and liable to no con- 
troul during the intervals of the diets, to which alone they 
were refponlilde. This powerful body accordingly llrongly 
cdjwured \X\^ Liberum confcious they could eafily, and 
at all times, fccure a nuntio to protett ; and by that means 
elude all enquiry into their adminiftration. 

2. By a fundamental law of the republic, all nobles ac-- 
cufed of capital crimes can only be brought to trial before 
the diet; and as, at the period juft mentioned, many per- 
Ihns ftood under that defeription, all thefe and their adhe- 
rents naturally favoured an expedient tending to diftblve the 
only tribunal, by which tliey could be convi(fted and puniflicd. 

3. The exigences of the ftate, occalioned by the continual 
wars in which Poland had been engaged, demanded, at this 
particular crifis, an impofition of feveral heavy taxes : as 
the foie power t)f levying all pecuniary aids refided in the 
iliet; all the nvintios, therefore, who oppoled the railing of 
additional fublidics, feconded the propofal for Ihortening the 
duration of that afierably. 

4. But the principal realbn, whi.' h carried throtigh, and 
afterwards fupitortccl tha power of clillblving diets, is to be 
derived from the influence of fome of the great neighbouring 
powers, interefted to foment anarchy and confufion in the 
Polifti counfels. Pieforc this period, if they wifhed to form 
a cabal, and to carry any point in the national afilmhly, they, 
were obliged to fecure a majority of votes : under the ntv/ 
arrangement they were ableto attain their end on much caficr 

terms, 
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BOOK terms, and to put' an end to any diet unfriendly to their 
— J — ' views, by the corruption of a lingle member. 

The bad effedts of the Liberum Veto were foon felt by the 
nation to fuch an alarming degree, that all the members in 
the diet of 1670 bound themfelves by an oath not to exert 
it, and even palTed a refolution, declaring its exertion entirely 
void of effedl in thecourfe of that meeting, Notwithftanding, 
however, thefe falutary precautions, one Zabokrzifki, nuntio 
from the palatinate of Bratlau, interpoling his negative, 
brought this very diet to a premature diffolution 

This Liberum Veto^ indeed, has been always confidered 
by the moft intelligent Poles as one of the principal caufes, 
which has contributed to the decline of their country. From 
the aera of its eftablifliment public bulinefs has continu- 
ally fufFered the moft fatal interruption ; it abruptly broke 
up feven diets in the reign of John Calimir ; four under 
Michael ; feven under John Sobielki ; and thirty during the 
reigns of the two Augutti : fo that, within the fpace of 1 1 2 
years, 48 diets have been precipitately difFolved by its ope- 
ration ; during which period Poland has continued almoft 
without laws, without juftice, and, excepting the reign of 
John Sobielki, with few fymptoms of military vigour. 
Yet fo ftrongly did the motives above difplayed attarii the 
Poles to this pernicious privilege, that in the ad of con- 
federacy, framed in 1 696 after the deceafe of John Sobiefki, 
the Liberum Veto is called the deareft and moft invaluable 
palladium of Polilh liberty t. 

The Poles, however, having fatally experienced the dif- 

orders arifing from the Liberum VetOy would certainly have 

« 

» Zaiyodc hi Hift. Arcana. f Uniciim et fpccialiiGmum Jus Cardinalc. 
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abolilhed it, if they had not been prevented by the parti- 
tioning powers ; and it ftill exifts in its full force ^ 

I ought not to omit obferving, that neither the king or 
the fenate, but only the nuntios, enjoy the power of inter- 
poling this negative upon the proceedings of the diet +. 

It will naturally ftrike the reader, that if every reprefen- 
tative poflelTes the Liberum Veto, how can any tranfadlion 
be carried on? or how is it poflible that any one bill 
lliould pafs into a law ? for no motion can be conceived 
which is not liable to be oppoled by the intrigues of 
party, or the jealoufy of the neighbouring powers. In or- 
der, therefore, to avoid the anarchy attendant upon free 
diets through the operation of Liberum Vet the Poles 
have lately had Hecourfe to diets by confederacy; which, 
though compofed of the fame members, and held under the 
fame exterior forms as free diets, differ from them in the 
elfential circumltance of allowing bufinefs to be determined 

* It would appear, at firft light, a3 if. When we recollect the definirion of llatc 
by the following regulation, eilabliflied by matters (p. 98, note f), we cannot but prr- 
the diet of 1768, the exertion of the L'lbc- ceive, that the power of interpodng a ne- 
rum Veto was in fonie inllanccs reftrained. gativc Hill eft'e^tually exirts. To abate iis 
“ The abfence of a niintio, who has inter- exertion in fmall points, and to el> ;blilh it 
“ rnptcd the proceedings of tlie diet, fhall in the moll important affaiii;, is no ical 
“ be no hindrance to the traiifa(fiion of prevention of the evil. 

“ trealury matters,” Loix et Confl, de la In fa(!)l, as a proof that it continues in its 
diete de Varfovie, 1768, p. $6‘, But this re- full force, wc may obferve, that lincc the 
llridion of the Liberum VetOy in is year 1768, no free diet has Ixc i convened ; 

of no validity, I mean bclore I vifitcd Poland. An account 

For among the cardinal laws elfablifiied of what has pafTed, lined quitted thccoun- 
by the fame diet, it is enabled, that mat- try, does not fall under my plan. 1 recollet^t 
“ ters of' ftate cannot be palled but by a indeed to h.'ive Ictn, in iome foreign Ga- 
“ free diet and unanimous confent;” p. i8. zette, that a free diet had been lately 
And again, “ that after the treafury biift- fcmblcd, but that nothing matciial had 
“ nefs, matters of Hate fliall te brought been tranfa^Ied in it. 

forward, when the oppolition of a jingle f Lengnich fays, that the fenators have 
“ nuntio hop all proceedings p. 56. the power of breaking up the diet ; hut lie 
And in another place, it is decreed, “ that adds, that they never make ufe of rhio pii- 
“ in free Jiiets, the Liberum Veto lhail hold vilege ; Juf. Pub. II. p. 4b. which amoiinti 
good in all matters of hate;” p. 44. to the fame as their not having it. 


by 
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BOOK by the plurality of votes. Thefe diets have long been know'n 
v— y^to the conllitution, and have at times been ufed upon ex.tra- 
. ordinary emergencies ; but within thele ten years they have 
'heen regularly held at the Hated time for fummoning ordi- 
nary diets. Indeed, according to the true principles of the 
Polidi government, no confederacy ought to be entered into 
excepting ujx)n the following occallons : jn defence of the 
king’s perfon, upon any foreign invalion or domellic conf|)i- 
racy ; and during an interregnum at the diets of convoca- 
tion and eledlion But as no other means has been found 
to prevent [)erpetual aftarchy, the nation is obliged to fubmit 
to an infringement of the conllitution, which operates for 
the general good +, 

Diet of Election. * 

During my continuance at Warfavv J vifited the fpot 
where the kings of Poland are chofen, I was fo fortunate 
as to be accompanied by a nobleman of the fenate, who 
obligingly explained all the forms and ceremonies of the 
elciition, and anfwered all the queftions which my curiofity 
fuggelled to me upon the occafion. Immediately upon my 
return to Warfaw, while my memory was yet warm, I noted 
down the following account of the place and mode of elec- 
tion : I rvas more circumftantial than ufual, as well becaufe 
the fubjeft is interefling, as becaufe raoft of the deferiptions 
which .1 haVe read of this ceremonf abound with errors. 

The fpot, which is fettled by the conftitution for the place 
of ele6tion, is the plain of Vola, about three miles from the 

t 

But as it is cnnt^cd by the diet of 1768, laws, or repealing old flatntes, 
that all matters ot Hate mull be carried f It is decreed, however, by the codefef 
xjiianin.oufly in free diets, I prefume that 17O8, that in every diet of convocatioh all 
the diets by coiifcdcr-uy only tranfad the Bate matters muil pafs unanimouflyv p. 
coanxion bulinefs, without naaking any new ,, 

capital 
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capj^ In the paidft, of this plain are two enclofures of chap. 
ground, one for th@ fenate^ and the other for the nuntios. v,'.. 
The former is of an oblong ihape, furrounded by a kind of 
rampart or ditch; in the midft of which is ereded, at the 
time of eledtion, a temporary building of wood, called /zopa^ 
covered at top and open at the fides. Near it is the other 
endofure for th^ nuntios, of a circular fliape, from which 
it derives its name of kola or idixle, within which there 
is no building ereded, the nuntios alTembling in the open 
air. When the two chambers are joined, they meet within 
the kolay the fenators chairs and the benches for the nuntios 
being ranged in the fame regular order as in the fenate- 
houfe at Warfaw, while the feat of the primate is placed in 
the middle. The fzopa is always pulled down at the con- 
clulion of the eledion ; fo that I could only trace the fite of 
the iuclofures, the ramparts of earth remaining in the 
fame ftate. I had an opportunity, however, of feeing a 
painting reprefenting the fzopa and whole fcene of.ele£tion, 
which, as I was informed, was perfectly accurate. 

But before I defcribe the eledion, it may be neceflary to 
give a fhort detail of the principal occurrences which precede 
that ceremony. 

Upon the king’s demife the interregnum commences: 
the regal authority is then vSfted in the archbiihop of 
Gnefna primate of Poland, as inter^x or regent. He an- 
nounces the death of the king by circular letters, convokes 
the dietines and diets of convocation ; and, in a word, per- 
forms all the fundionsnf royalty'during the vacancy in the 
throne. 

The diet, which is firft convened upon the fovereign’s 
deceai|,^s called the diet of convocation, and is ai .vays held 
at Warfaw, previous to the diet of election, which aliembles 

VoL, L . P " in 
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BOOK in the plain of Wola. The Sovereign uiiUhority reddes ill 
^ ^ this affembly, in the fame manner as in thofe which are fnth* 

moned while the throne is filled. The primate prefides like 
. the king, with this difference, that he does not place hiiia- 
felf upon the throne, but fits in an armed chair ftationed in 
the middle of the fenate-houfe. The diet iflues out adls or 
ordinances, arranges or changes the form of government, 
fettles the Fa^a Co/ivm^ap Hind appoints the meeting of the 
diet of eledlion. The interval between the death of the 
king and the nomination of his fucceflbr is uncertain; its 
longer of ' fhorter duration depending upon the intrigues and 
cabals of the candidates, or the pleafure of thofe foreign 
powers, who give law to Poland. It is always a ftate of 
turbulence and licentioulhefs ; the kingdom is divided into 
endlefs parties and factions ; juftice is in a manner fuf- 
pended ; and the nobles commit every diforder with im- 
punity. 

Unanimity * being requifite in all matters of ftate, it is 
eafy to conceive the delays and cabals, the influence and cor- 
ruption, employed to gain the mernbers in the diet of con- 
vocation. As loon as all the points are adjufted, whether 
the adts have pafled unanimoufly or otherwife, the members, 
previous to their feparation,^enter into a general confederacy 
to fupport and maintain thorefolutions of the diet. 

At the appointed day the diet*of eledlion is affembled, 
during whiCh Waifaw and its environs is a fcene of confu- 
fion, and frequently of bloodlhed. The chief nobility have 
large bodies of troops in their ferviCe, and repair to the diet 
attended by their numerous vaflals and a large, retinue of 

. . ^ . r - _ _ . 

* This unanimity, in fa£^, does not cxUl ; cation ftate qucftions could only carried 
for the ftrongcft fide forces the weaker to ac- unanimoufly. Several diets of convocation 
cede or to ret ir<^ Yet in the diet of 1768 have been freqticjntly aftembled before all 
It was ena^ed, tnat in thw diets of convo* the affairs could be finally arranged. 

4 domeftics; 



domcftics ; while petty baron, who can atford to main- 
tain them, p^adeStabout witjh his retainers and Haves. 

. On the day in which the diet of ele6tion is opened, the 
primate, fenate, and nobility, repair to the cathedral of War- 
law, to hear mafs and a.fermon ; from whence they proceed 
in due order to the plain of Wola. The fenators enter the 
fzppay 'sxA the nantios take their places within the kola% 
while the other nobles are Hatioped in the plain. The fenate 
and the huntios, after having palled their relpeilive refolu- 
tLoiis, as in the ordinary diets, affenable together in the kola^ 
when the primate, feated ip the middle, lays belbre them 
the objedls to be taken into confideration ; the PaSla Con- 
venta, fettled at the diet of convocation, are read and ap- 
proved, all neceffiiry arrangements made, and the day of 
eledipn appointed. The diet then gives audience to the 
foreign minifters, who are permkied by recommendation to 
interfere in the choice of a king, and to the advocates of the 
feveral candidates. All thefe affairs take up fevqral days ; 
and would perhaps never be terminated, as unanimity is 
requifite, if the aflembly was not overawed by the foreign 
troops, who are always quartered near the plain of lledWon. 

Upon the day appointed for the eledlion, the fenate and 
nuntios aflemble, as before, in the kola, while the nobles are 
ranged in the open field in feparate bodies, according to their 
feveral palatinates, with^ftandards borne before them, and 
the principal ofiicers of each diftri<^ on horfeback. 

The primate, having declared the names of the candi- 
dates, kneels down and chants It hymn ; after which the 
fenators and nuntios join the gentry iOf their refpedtive pa- 
latinatejff then the primate, on hoiifeback, or in a carriage, 
goes round the plain to the different bodies of thp gentry 
as they are llationed according to their palatinates ; and. 

Pa having 
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having colle<5led the votes, proclaims the fuccefsful candi- 
*>■' > ■' > date. Each noble does not give his vote feparately, for that 
would be endlefs; but when the primate goes round, the 
colledled body of each palatinate name the perfon they 
efpoufe. At the concluiion of this ceremony the aflembly 
breaks up. 

On the following day the fenate and nuntios return to the - 
plain ; when the fuccefsful candidate is again proclaimed, and 
a deputy difpatched to acquaint him of his eledtion, as no 
candidate is allowed to be prefent. After the proclamation, 
the gait’ry retire; and the diet, having appointed the diet of 
coronation, is diffolved. 

All elections are contelled ; but for 0me time they have 
always been urianiraous upon the Ipot, froVn the terror of a 
neighbouring army. In cafe of ah oppOlition, the party who 
will hot accede retire from the plain,' and remonftrate 
againft the ele(Stion; and, if they are fufficiently ftrong, a 
civil war enfues. If it were not for the interference of fo- 
reign troops, the confufion, difordef j and bloodlhed' attend- 
ing fuch^a popular eledlion fas was formerly the cafe), would 
be better conceived than defcribed • and thus the country 
draws fome advantage from an evil, which is confidered by 
the Poles as the dbgrace and fcandal of every eledlion. 


CHAP. 
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/, 'Pimncei and taxes of Poland'. — Revenue of the king,-^ 
v'*//. Corntnereej^General exports and imports,— ^Cctufes of 
the Im fate pf trade.— -‘Failure of the plan of opening the 
^vigation of the Dniefer.— Navigation of the Notez . — 
ii/. Military efah'hfment.r^r^rps of Ulansi^—Smte of the 
army.‘—‘CQnfederacies.'----9xii^'xatroopu ^ 

I. FiNAj^CES and Taxes of Poland. 

T he following extradt from the proceedings of the diet chap. 

of 1768 will ferve to £hew the annual receipts and , . 
cKlburfements of government before the difmeinberment : 

“The annual revenues of the treafury of the crown 
““ amount to 10,748,245 florins = ,^298,562. yj. The 
“ expences to 17,050,060 = ;C473,6ri. 2J. It would 
be neceffary, therefore, to increafe the revenues, fo as to 
anfwer the excefs Ot the expences above the receipts,, 

“ namely, 6,301,755 florins =iCi75>048i 1 5^. hut as a 
“ part of the antient revenues mufl: be aboliflied, tlie new 
“ taxes mufl yield 10^236,737 florins ^^^284, 353. 1 3/. 4</, 

“ The treafury of Lithuania produces the annual fum of 
“ 3,646,628 = ,^101,295. 6</. the expences amount to- 

** 6,478,14a = ^^179,948. 7J. 6,<A The revenues ought 
“ therefore tobe augmented 2,^r,5-i4 = jC78>653. 3J. 4^/.. 

“ But as,.J(brae antient impofls miift be abolilhed, the new 
“ taxes yield 4, 250,48 1 = 1 1 8,068, r8r. 

^ Poland^ excluiivc of Lithuania. f Loix ct Conft, dc la Dietc cic 176B, p. 70. 

Poland, 
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REVENUES OF POLAND. 

BOOK Poland, by the late difinembermenti' loft nearly half of 
- her annual income ; namely, that part arifing from the fta- 
rofties now occupied by the partitioning powers, from die 
duties* upon merchandize fent down the Viftnla to Dantzic, 
and particularly from the profits of the fait mines in Auftrian 
Poland. ThofeofWielitlka t alone amounted to 3 !»SOO,ooq 
P olilh flo|ins, or jC97,*a4 fterling, which was nearly equal 
to a fourth part of the govemment revenues before the par- 
tition. ' - ' . 

In order to fupply this defidency, it beoime neceflary to 
new-model and increafe the taxes. Accordingly, in the diet 
of 1775, ^ few of the old taxes were abolilhed, fome were 
augmented, and others were added, fo to make the neat 
revenues as high as they were before the difmemberment. 
The principal taxes are as follow : ; v 

Poll tax of the Jews. Each Jew, both male and female, 
infants and adults, pays three Polifli florins, or about is. 8 d, 
per annum ; this impofition, which is of very old ftanding, 
was augmented in 1775 a florin per head. 

A fourth of the ftarofties. Thefe are the great fiefs of 
the crown, in the king’s gift, holden by the pofleffbrs during 
life. . The ftaroft enjoys, befide large eftates in land, terri- 
torial jurifdidion ; the fourth of his revenues arifing from 
the land is paid into the treafury of the republic. By the 
late change of government thefe ftauollies, after the demife 
of the perfons now enjoying them, and of thofe who have 
the rcverfion, are to revert to the public, and their whole 
amount to be appropriated to the expences of government 
Excife of beer, mead, and fpirituous liquors diftilled from 
corn. This article muft not be inconfiderable, corihdering 

* The greatefi: part of thefe duties are J See the account of the Permanent 
now paid to the kin-^ of Prullia. Council, p. 6^. ' 

t See Bodk II. Chapter II. 
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the quantity of^chrn gi'dwh hi Poland, which, for want of 
external commerce, cannot be exported, arid the propenfity u-v—- 
of the people to fpiritu pus liquors. 

' Monopoly of Tobacco. Different Duties upon Importa- 
tion and Exportation. Formerly all the nobles were per- 
mitted to import and export foreign goods and merchandize 
free of duty, a privilege which effedlually diminiflied, and 
almott abforbed, the profits of the tax in queftion. In 1 7 7 5 
this right was aboliflied ; and all imported and exported 
commodities now pay duty "Without any diftin( 5 tion. Con- 
fidering the great quantity of foreign manufaftures intro- 
duced into Polanjd,‘''and chiefly for the ufe Of the ndbiUty, 
this alteration mu#ipake a confiderable addition to the re- 
venues of goverrffneiit. 

Tax upon Chimnies. Before the partition, this tax 
exifted only in Lithuania ; in 17 7 5 it was rendered ge- 
neral and confiderably augmented; it is the moft pro- 
fitable of all the taxes, but lies very heavy upon the 
common people and peafants. Each chimney is affeffed 
in the following proportion. In palaces, or houfes of the 
chief nobility, at 16 Polifli florins per ann. — about 
8j. ; houfes of the principal merchants in Warfaw 

at 15 = 7J. 7^/. ; other brick houfes from 10 to 14 = 
from 5^. ^\d, to yj. ^\d . ; wooden houfes from 6 to 
8 = from 3J‘. \d. to 4J». ^\d . ; beft houfes in other, large 
towns I a — %d . ; in the fmall towns and villages from 6 

to 8 = 3J. 4</. to 4J. (i\d . ; peafants cottages from 5 to 7 = 
aj. 9|</. to 4J. The* peafants fay no other tax to govern- 
ment ; and indeed, confidering their poverty, and the op- 
preflioif of their lords and great nobility, this addition is 
more than they can well fupport. 


•All 
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BOOK All thefe feveral impofts amount 16^1^1628,461 polUh 
u-,J^florins, orj^323,oia fterling. 

The king received before the partition a neat revenue of 
7,000,000 Polifh florins, 01^194,500, which arofe from 
the royal denrtefnes and the profit of the falt-works. In order 
to indemnify him for the lofs of the falt-works, and the 
royal eftates fituated in the difmembered provinces, he draws 
from the public treafury 2,666,666 Polifli florins, or 
^^74,07 4 Her ling which, in addition to the remaining royal 
demefnes, and fome ftarofties granted for his ufe, make his 
prefent income the fame as before the difraemberment. 
Out of this income he only pays his houlhold expences and 
menial fervants ; the falary of the great officers of ftate, 
and the other general expences, being fiipplied from the 
public fund. The whole revenue of government, including 
the royal demefnes and ffarofties lately granted to the king, 
amount to 15,961,795 Polifti florins, or ,(*443)938 ; and 
by extracting the 7,000,000 florins appropriated to the 
king’s privy purfe, there remains for the fupport of the 
army, the falaries of the great officers of ftate, and other 
general charges, only 8,961,795 florins, or ,(*248,938. is, 
a fum fo fmal4 that it hardly feems in any wife equal to 
the purix)fes for which it is defigned. And yet it is nearly 
adequate to the ordinary current expences ; for the regular 
army is fmall, the great officers of ftate receive little or no- 
thing from the public treafury, being amply rewarded with 
the royal fiefs which are fo numerous and profitable ; each 
palatinate pays its own officers from, its private treafury ; 
while the feveral judges, juftices of the peace, and other civil 
officers who enjoy territorial jurifdiCtion, may enrifih them- 
felves fufficiently by extortions and oppreffions without any 
falar^i’ 
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Poland contaii^^. fevmti^igaWe Jow^' 

t^qgh jl^s^jip^nsi^^^ and.coi^ey itt,ex- 

and, rt>f^|liiigig. ^ix£ it^^^Iiroduikions of the palad- 
na^l.^l to Thofnt. 

the c^mo^tifrojf Lidinahi^at to Ifemmel ; 

and by fhf .Oana, th9%p| jgk^r^ J^ithp^ia and^^^^^^W 

of gl^ini p^k9j tImSr ^ Ih^ 

bt^ding),pitcl^^l,an^,jp^t^^^ 

leather :, hs hn^n n^ , wines,, cloths, iflnfF^ manu- 

fa£lured fi]^fh(Qio|^n, £ne Jifipi, h^4vjr|he, tin, copper, 

filver an|^||i^|lafe,^re,.|^ .^g 

Pcomlhe|^aFi|^^ 

land, its tradg m|^t ; 

but the following cauf^ j^d ^ fti^tfels^ t^ |pn|t^fOm- 


merce. ^ _, ■. ,.* ^ly.j ^r: 

I . The nobl« are degreed iP they engage in any hind 

of traffic* .i, >■; •■ ' .;t'’ ^'.: . '‘Li'i,. i ' 'i'- -,* '■' 

2 . The burgfiers large tpwQS arejEfeot rich enough 
to eftablifh an|i^a^fa,i^,i^j^j;;jandfe,ith©|,t pf 

induftry, or ^rovig^ 4*^®^ o| frohi the 

principal nobility, leawe^ sdmod ^^1 in the, 

hands oi foreigners and Jeu^. ^^^he ihfia^ltantsdf ,tlie .fma|t 
towns, who-s^; expofed tp greats. , 9 PBI^i?ioos, ara,»ftill napi'e 
difqual^|^ |i^.pu^uing any^b|j^e^9fcon>inerce«,i, , : 

' ,3. , T$e''|^faHte; f^)Slfev^ni^ep^perti..® ^ 
mailer, cynnot retire fr^ Ac yvitl^ut 
his cott%nt' co^erce could 

yoL-.fc Qv . ' ’v/.; '/ '■ heyer;: 



c a M M E ft C 'E a F F L AND. 

iobk never flourifli white this faliOTBld, ena<£leS, that 

'--^ one peafant in si fi^ily (hoi^ be permitted to quit his Vil- 
lage, eith* for the purpote of trade or literature ; but the 
daufe,whicb itfdcreti them to lequd!l| and ob| 4 hr the confeut 
of the lordj'lfufirated the purpofe of th^ excelfent law, and 
rendered it ^folutely nug^rf *' * * 

As the Poles are obliged to draw from foreign countries 
the greateft part of^the manufaiftnred goods neceflary for 
their interior confumption, the fpecie whteh is exported 
exceeds thejmported more than 20,000,000 PoiHh ftorins’, 
oTiCsiS.SSS- ' ^ 

Poland has been called the granary of tHe North, an ap- 
pellation which it teems to deterve rather froih its former 
than from its pretent fertility. For its lands not being fuf- 
ficiently qjiltivated, aswell on account of the ilavery of the 
peafants, as the unequal diftribution of property, the expor- 
tation of corn is by no mrins anfwerable to the general 
nature of the foil, or the extent of its provinces, which, if 
properly improved,'would be capable Of fupplying half Eu- 
rope with grain. 

Several palatinates in Poland, and , more particularly Po- 
dolia and Kiovia, are extremely adapted to the pro‘du 6 tion of 
grain : though many parts of thcte provinGes'femain uncul- 
tivated, yet the portion which is in tillage yields a greater 
fupply, than is neceflary for the confumption of the inhabi- 
tants. ' • 

The only method of employing the overplus is to extraii 
from it a fpirituqm liquor. an ingenious Polifh author f 

has fhown, thatj^lihe^ip in quoBipn might unddubt- 

• Sfat. Reg.Tol. p, 169. of this work, is written in the'Foljflv 1.111. 

t Mr. do Wiebitflii, a PoIiSi gentleman gu.ige, and calcled Pwiotio Lett^, ad- 
of great learning and informatiim. The dnflcd to the Chancellor Zamoilki. 
treatifc alluded to in this and other places 

edly 
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■ AjV- 

cdiy j^nd 

Moldavia; and an intw^urfe ppits of tUeu-^ 

%ck Sea. , This was jform^^ . , ; 

During-i^ireiga dj|sigiiiiiond Cafdmal Com- 

mandon, iit trfiv^iing tbcoagh Poddl|ai being much Itpick 
with the feijtUiJiy of tha| pfoyioce, firft fuggefted the inea- 
fure ; r and Sigifmondj haying pbtsuned the concurrence of 
the grand feighor, aftually difpatehed fome Poles down the 
Dniefter^ to explore ,, the ftate of the river. But the perfons 
emplpjed pn-^ this. o^|^dn,J^Ppening after a few days voy- 
age to meet with fome impediments from rocks and fand 
banks, declared, without any further examination,; that the 
Dniefter was not navigable ; and althoughCommandon re- 
prefented to the king, that theobdacies pointed out might, 
without any great difficulty, be ffirmounted ; yet the projedt 
was podponed, and never again revived *. 

The judicious author above-mentioned f, in touching upon 
this fubjeil;, laments the ignorance of his countrymen ; and 
ridicules the precipitation with which they abandoned a 
plan fo favourable to the improvement of their commerce. 

He ftiows, that the inattention of the Poles to the natural 
advantages of their country has been exemplified in an- 
other indance of a linxilar kind. ,By means of the Notez, a 
river of Great Poland, which falls into the Oder, the Poles 
might have conveyed grain into Silefia, and . from thence 
down the Oder into other parts of Germany. But they 
never attempted the navigation of the Notez, fipm an ill- 
founded perluafion of its not being pradlicable. N o fooner, 
however, had the king of Pfuflia acquiretl the coiuitiy 
through* wliich that^fiver 'takes its courle, than it was 

* Vic de Coinmandon, f Mr, de \Vicbitlki, 
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book inftantaneoufly, alt#atton, 

— r — ' covered with vfflM^Si . 

■V ,;illPi^lLITiidiY ESTA]^iHMENT.^’'''' 

The'ktng h^ ’a edi^ of 'l^dob Woqp iii ^ own pa^, 
and entirely delfendent^ d himfelf/ iTheiTe tlroops cbhfift 
diiefty of Ulans or light hbr^, who furnilh aKernatelf the 
efcort which accompanies his'^ffiajert^ \Vc faw a fmall 
party, about thirty, who were ehcarnped near his villa^ and 
had afterwards an opportunity of e3it|minih^ them mort! 
minutely, ti^he Ulans are chiefly ^Iftai^, ttiahy of them 
Mahometans, and are greatly to be relied on for their fide- 
lity. The corps is compofed of gentlemen and vaflals : 
they all form in fquadron together, but are differently armed; 
they both indifcriminately carry fabrCs add piftol^ but the 
gentlemen only bear lances of about teri feet long; inftead 
of which, the others are armed With carabines. Their drefs 
is a high fur cap, a green and red jacket, pantaloons of the 
fame colour, which cover the boots as low as the ankle ; and a 
petticoat of white Cloth defcending to the knee. Their heads 
are all lhaved after the Polifli manner Their lances, at the 
end of which is fattened a long fwallow-tailed flag of black and 
red cloth, are IhOrter and weaker than thofe of the Auflrian 
Croats, but they car^ and ufe it much in the fame manner, 
and with no lefs dexrerity. The men were of different fizes, 
and feemed fine and well-grown, ’but were greatly disfi- 
gured with their petticoats and pantaloons. The horfes on 
which they were mounted were about fourteen hands high, 
of remarkable fpirit, with great ttrength of Ihoulder.” Poland 
is much etteemad for its breed of horfes ; and the king of 
Pruflia procures his light cavalry from this country. The 

* See Book II. Chapter II. 
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bre^ llBwever, h#|^n ilfeoft dutihg' the l^te civil chap. 

wars, and the nobility are hovr Chiefly fupp^idd* froth Tartary. . 

The armies of Polan«|j.nd Lithuania are independent of 
each other, tl^ihg feparaply commanded, and under the di- 
reftion of the* refpedive great generals. In time of ,w^ 
the king in perfon may ' lead the forces of the republic. 
Formerly the power of thele great generals was iincon- 
tronled, excepting by the diet, to which they were only 
amenable for their adminiftration. Their enormous autho- 
rity, however, underwent fome limitation in by the 

appointment of a committee of war, of which they, are per- 
petual prefidents; and was ftill further circumfcribed by the 
ertabliihment of the military department in the permanent 
council, whofe office has been already defcribed 

In 1 77^1 the following was the ftate of the Polilh army. 



Troops of Poland. 

^ Complement. 

ElFc6livc mciu 

Warning, 

Staff officers 

27 

27 


Cavalry 

4997 

4708 

289 

Infantry, including 

artillery 7286 

6703 

583 

Total of Poland 

1 231.0. 

11438 

872 

Staff officers 

Army of Lithuania. 
*5 

•• -j 

25 


Cavalry 

» 2670 

■ 2497 ' 

173 

Infantry, including artillery 4770 

" 4465 

305’ 

Total of Lithuania 

' - 74^5 

6987 

478 


Total of the Pollih and Lithuanian troops, 

19775 18425 1350 





,,g ARMftOFFO^A^ 

BOOK The ftanding army oF^i^isuaid^beiiig^kicpnfideii^^ 

defence the country, in Cafe of invafion, is left to the 
gentry at largej^ who are aflembkd by regukr funiiions' 
from the king with the confent Ik the die|^ ''' Every pala*- 
jSnate is divided into diftrids, over ''eaeh of which proper 
officers are appointed ; and every perfon pofTeffing* free 
and noble tenures is bound to military lervice, either fingly 
or at the head of a certain numlier of his ret|iners, according 
to the extent and nature of his poffeffions. The troops thus 
affembled^iKfe obliged only to ferve for a limited time, and 
are not under the neceffity of marching beyond the limits 
of their country. ^ 

The mode of levying and maintaining this army is ex- 
actly hmilar to that pradifed under the feudal fyftem; At 
prefent, though it is almoft tcrtally unfit for thfe purpofes 
of repelling a foreign enemyj it is yet a powerful inftru- 
ment in the hands of domeftic faction : for the expedition 
with which it is raifed under the feudal regulations, facili- 
tates the formation of thefe dangerous confederacies, which 
fuddenly ftart up on the contefted eledlion of a fovereign, 
or whenever the nobles are at variance with each other. 
There are two forts of confederacies. 

The firft are thofe formed with the>confent of the king, 
fenate, or equeftriah order, aflembled in the diet; by which 
the whole nation confederates for f he good of the country, 

, The fecond are fhe confederacies of the feveral palatinates, 
which unite for the purpofe of redreffing any grievances, 
or remonftrating againft encroachments of the, fovereign 
power. Thefe may be particular, or general, and are ufually 
the forerunners of a civil war. The general confederacy, 

which 



always kiogj is called Rofcoz, 

aiid is formed by rhettnion of lh« partieitlar tonMeraeies* 
li^ eveiy Polifh ge^eraan has a rigl^ to mainti^ yas 
mahy troe^^he c^iiiife, it* may c^ifily be conceived^ that 
each |>alatiriai^s the Uene of oc^fional difputes 
contentioi^'befeweea tho-ifWa^al nobles, and fomettniisl 
evea between their refpe( 5 tive retaineES. In fuch a dreadful 
ftate of anarch-j^, it is a wonder that the whole kingd^^ is 
not a perpetnai feene of endlefs commotions, and that\he 
nation is compofed of any thing elfe but lawlefsrjjianditti. It 
redounds, therefore, greatly to the honour of the natural 
difpofition of the Poles, that amid all thefe incentives to 
confufion, a much greater degree of tranquillity, thai\could 
be well expe£ted, is maintained. 

As I sihi now delineating the military eftablifliment, I 
muft not omit the Ruffian troops, which have been fo long 
quartered in this country, that they may almoft be confid<a'ed 
as forming part of the national army. The whole kingdom 
is entirely under the protection, or^ in other words, under the 
power of Ruffia, who rules over it with the fame unbound- 
ed authority as over one of its provinces, .a he king is in 
effect little more than a viceroy ; while the Ruffian embaf- 
fador has the real. fovereignty, and regulates all the affairs. of 
the kingdom according to the direction bf his court. The 
emprefs maintains within the country a^j^ut 10,000 foldiers. 
Every garrifon is compofed of Ruffian and native troops ; a 
thoufand of the former are ftationed at VVaiTavv ; and each 
gate of the town is guarded by a Ruffian and Polilh centinel. 

In a word,,the Ruffian troops hold the nobles in fubjeClion, 
i.hd forthept'efentkeeptJhder internal feuds and commotions. 
But when Poland (if ever that event Ihould happen) is again 
i left 
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BOOK left toherfelf, the co^^ng part^i^w 

fraothered, but not annihilated,^will proi)ably break 
rei^ubled fury i and again generate thofe diftnir^l^es 
which have long convolfed this uiHappy ki^dom : abd:h> 
^at a wretched ftate is that country 
its tjranquiUity to the ipterjK)l|tion pi a fox^n.araiy ? , 


•CHAP. 




•* .'i, r .filMTr., 



<3^ il&tf inJ^thHi^^ , 
\BurgiKfi\ :I^''PS 


-.mNomt" 


hffWM 

J^nts»~^tatecfvaigjili^ effeiis, — Injiances of 

afm npbk^^o bave given to their peafants. — 'Ad-^ 
vaHmges r^tBting from that pra^i^ v/ym^ 
tionffPc^amL. 


I Confider Polilh lit^ty the foarce of Poliffi wretchedii^fs ; chap. 

and Poland ap^ars to me, as far ^ I can judge by the, 
fpeciraens ivhidi fell under my obfervation, of all countries 
the moftsijiftrelied. Nor indeed do the natives themfelves 


attempt to palliate or deny this melancholy fa6l, Upim ex- 
prefling my furprize at one inftance of the abufeof liberty, 
to which I had been myfelf a witnefs, to a perfon verfed 
ill the laws of the country, he returned for anfwef, If yriu 
knew the confufion' and anarchy of our conftitution, you 
would be furpriled at nothing : many grievances necef- 
“ farily exifl: eseen in the beft regulase^l ftates ; what theti 
mufl- be the cafe in nurs, which of aJf ^ the 

“ mbft deteftabie ?” Another lamentin^irite dreadful litua- 
tion of his country, faid to me, “ The tj^e of Poland ftill 
remains, but the nation no longer exi^ an univerfal cor^pt 
“ ruption and venality pervades all ranks of people. Many 
“ of the #rft nobility do not blufli to receive penfions from 
“ foreign courts. One profefles himfelf publicly ^ Auftrian, 
‘V a i|cond a Pruflian, a iriiird a Frenchman, 4n4 1 fourth a 
'♦V-.Ruffian;*” . ' - ■ ■ . 

R The 



inhabitants of POLAND. 

BOOK prefent fituation of the PoMi mthn im my 

L i mind with the moft pathetic ideas of fallen greatnefs ; and I 
could not confiderj without a mixti|re of regret and fym|)a- 
thy, a people^ who formerly gave llw to the North, reduced 
to fo low a ftate of infignificahce and domeflic mifery. 

The nation has few mahufa<£lures, fcarcely any com- 
merce; a king almoft without authority ; the nobles in a 
ftate of uncontrouled anarchy ; the peafants groaning under 
a yoke of feudal defpotifm far worfe than the tyranny of an 
abfolute moiiarch. I never before obferved fuch an ine- 
quality of fortune, fuch fudden tranfition from extreme 
riches to extreme poverty ; wherever I turned my eyes, 
luxury and wretehednefs were conftant neighbours. In a 
word, the boafted Polifti liberty is not enjoyed in the fmalleft 
degree by the bulk of the people, but is confined among the 
nobles or gentry. The truth of thefe remarks will belt 
appear from the following account of the inhabitants. 

The inhabitants of Poland are nobles, clergy, citizens, 
and peafants. 

I. The Nobles are divided into two clafies ; the members 
of the fenate, and of the equeftrian order. Having, upon a 
former oceafion % defcribed the powers which fenators enjoy 
in their collective capacity, it will be unneceflary to repeat 
them in this place. 

We Ihould be grefatly deceived ‘if we were to underftand 
the word noble in our fenfe of that term. In the laws of 
Poland a noble is a perfon who pofTelTes a freehold t ellate, 

or 


* S€ep. 9^ 

+ Some citizens have the right of pof- 
iefling lands within a league of the town 
which they inhabit ; but thefe lands are not 


free and noble, and are always diftinguiflied 
from the freeholds of the nobles ; the latter 
arc called in the ftatute law terrigenae, or 
earthborn, free to live where they pleafe, to 

dillinguiih 
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or whS can prove #$ defdSnt from anceftors formerly pof- 
feffing a fiwholdi ’^ trade or commerce, and atv— w 

liberty to choofe the pl^ge of his habitation^ This delcription 
includes alilp^fohs.a^ve and peafants. The 

members of this body below the rank of fenatots are calli^, 
in a collective ftate, the i^aeftrian or^er ; and in their indi- 
vidual ' capadties nobles, gentlemen, freemen, or land- 
holders, which appellations are fynonymous. 

All the nobles or gentry are, in the ftriCt letter of the 
law,' equal by birth ; that all honours and titles are fup- 
pofed to add nothing to their real dignity f. By means of 
their reprefentatives in the diet, they have a (hare in the le- 
giflative authority, and in fome cafes, as in the election of a 
king, they affemble in perfon, when each noble is capable of 
being eleCted a nuntio, of bearing the office of a lenator, and 
of prefenting himfelf as a candidate upon a vacancy in the 
throne. No noble can be arrefted without being previoufly 
conviCledV except in cafes of high treafon, murder, and rob- 

diftinguifti them from pcrfon 3 nccelTarily in- “ infigniuntur, vocabiila funt, qua ftatum 
habiting towns, ** Quos leges nominant ** non immutant, & qui illis gaudent, non 
“ terrigcnas, non alii fimt, quam nobiles ; “ alio, quam nbbilium jure, fua tenfent, 

“ exprimitque priiis yocabiilum, poloriicura “ Ncque Polonia aliai Principum, alias 
“ ZUmianin^ quo inligris fibi ct fuo jure ** Marchionum, alias Comitum, alias Equi- 
vivens iiitelligitur, qu® nobilium in Po- turn leges novitj fed omnibus una nobi- 
** Ionia eft conditio, qui non civitatis & op- ** liutii lex feripta eft. Indc in conclavi 
pida,fedfua pr®dia habitantes, vitam fuo ** Nuncionim Principum & Comitum no- 
arbitrio difponunt.” Lcng. Jus Pub. L minibus fuigentes, c®tcris permixtos vi- 
297. a true feudal diftinition. Tfley arc demusr Nnlhun ibi inter modici agelli 
alfo ftyled indigen® or natives, and concives “ & paucorum jugcrum, ac aliquot oppi- 
or fellow-citizens of the republic^ ** dorum muUornmque vicorum domimrtn, 

t It is particularly ftipulatcd, that titles obfervarur diferimen. Pracednnt alii, 
give no precedence ; which is called in the alii fequuntiir lion ex titulis familiarum, 
Pa<ftaConventa of Auguftus III. “’jus ®qua- “ fed ad palitinatuum tcrrarumque, ex qui- 
“ litatis inter cives regni,” &c. upon which ** bus nuntii milfi, ordinem. Eadem in fc- 
LengnicVmakesthe following remark, “Om-. *‘natu ratio. 'Adii^at loca, Riuneris non 
** nis h®c nobilitas natura eft aqualis, quod ftemmatis dignitas. £t qui ieoator non 
omnes ex ilia, ad eadem jura, in eandem ** princeps, non comes, prsceditprincipem, 

“ fpem nafeuBtur. Tituli Principum, Mar- <rac comitem, non fenatorem." Pac. Con. 

** chionum, pomitum, quibus alii pr® aliis p« 51. 

R a 
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jfooK beiy on the highway, and then he imiA b^iitrpmed^ln the 
nor can he be capitally panilhed but by ord^ pf-fcie 
dietr ■ ■ ''i- " : 

The definition of a noble bdng thus applied not only t<y 
perfons aitUSdly pofleffing land^ but even to the defcendants 
of former landholders, comprehends fuch a large body of 
men, that toany of them are in a ftate bf extreme indigence t 
and as, according td the Polilh law, they lofe their nobility if 
they follow trade or commerce, the moft needy generally de- 
vote themi^vel to the fCrvice of the richer nobles, who, like 
the old feudal barons, are conftantly attended by a large 
numl^r of retainers* As all nobles, without any diftin<Stion, 
enjoy the right of voting, as well for the choice of nuntios, 
as at the election of a king, their poverty ^nd their number 
is frequently productive of great inconvenience. Hence the 
king, who has juftly conceived a great veneration for the 
Englifti conftitution, wiftied to introduce into the new code 
a law fimilar to ours relating to County eleCtionv, that no 
perfon Ihould be intitled to a vote in the choice of a nuntio 
but thofe who pofleffed a certain qualification in land*. This 
. proiK)fition, however, has been received with fuch marks of 
diflatisfaClion, that we may conclude it will never be allowed 
to pafe into a law. 

II. The Clergy. Miciflaus, the firft Ibvereign of Poland 
who embraced Chriftiaihty, granted feveral immunities and 
eftates to the clergy. His fupceflbrs and the rich nobles fol- 


A. n. 

966. 


* Connor mentions a fimilar attempt of 
John Cafimir, which failed of fuccefs* 
U King Caiimir oblei-ying the great abufes 
“ that i^ing from evciy little gentleman's 
pre^i^ed privilege to fit in the little 
l^ird^red that none fhould have a 
^jberci in clewing a deputy or nuntio^ 


but fuch only sts had at leail two Kimdi;ed 
“ crowns a year, whereupon the pahitinc of 
“ Pofnania, offering to put this law ia exe«* 
** cution in his province, was not only af- 
** fronted, but alfo narrowly efcaped with 
** his life,” Hifl* of Poland, v# II, p* 104, 
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IbwedJii^ example)[«^ of tlik bod7jDDiijtinued chap. 

i^crealiug aa well; f|pm 

die^ apprehf ntive lel^ prptefs of time the greateft pail.of 
the eftates i]^^4 tpa^ of the clergy, f^vhad 

hy diflferent in 1669, the ^ienatijqil^f 

lands to tb^,eh«rch*;:#i 4 ^;j^hfi^yrpf fo^ : and nnd«r‘ 
the prefent reign feveral eftaies have heen eoniUcated. which< 
had been beft§wed hpon the dergy/finceit^ period.- 

From the tijEne of the firil ehahUihment of the catholic 
rdigionby€irdinal.^^iu8,nuittio^tom Pope John XII. the 
bifhops have; becja admitted into the fen%te. as king’s, coun- 
fellors. They were ihually appointed by the king^ a^^ 
confirmed by the pope ; but, fince the creation of the per- 
manent council,, they are nominated by his majefty*out of 
three candidates chofen by the council: a bifhop,,the mo- 
ment he is appointed, is of courfe ejatitled to all the privileges 
of afenator. The archbifhop of Gnefna is primate, as we 
have before obferved, the firft fenator in rank, and vicepy 
during an interregnum. 

The ecclefiaftics are all freemen, and, in fome particular 
inftances, have their own courts of juftice, in which the 
canon law is pradifed, Of .thefe courts of juftice peculiar to 
the clergy, there are three forts ; I. The confiftorial, under 
the jurifdidion of each bifhop in his diocefe ; If. The me- 
tropolitan,. under the primate, to which an appeal lies from 
the bifhop’s court ; III. That of the pope’s nuntio, which is 
the fupreme ecclefiafkical judicature within the kingdom, to 
which an appeal may be made both frotn the deCifion of the 
primate and of the bifhop. In cafes of divorce,, difpenfations 
for marriages, and in other inft^ces the partes, a|:ih all ca- ■ 
tholic countries, ihuH apply to the pope,.by which means no 
inconftderable degree of money is abforbed by the' fee of" 

Rome. m 
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BOOK In moft civil afif^rs the clei^y are ju( 3 ged iii th^ ordiftary 

WV.P..J courts of juftice. In criminal’caufes, an ecclefiaftic is flrft 
arrefted by the dvil powers, tfe nidged in the confifl!#y, 
and, if convided, he is remitted to the civil p^er, in Order 
to undergo the penalty annexed to the crime Of which he hits 
been found guilty. T 

One great ecclefiaftical abufe, which hs^ been aboliftied in 
moft other catholic countries, ftill exifts in this kingdom : 
when the Pope fends a bull into Poland^ the clergy publilh 
and carry it ifito execution, without the cdhfinnation or 
approbation of the civil power. 

Before 1538 ecclefiaftics were allowed to hold civil em- 
ployments ; but in that year priefts Were declared incapable 
of being promoted to fecular offices. They were alfo ex- 
empted from paying any taxes ; but this exemption has been 
wifely taken off, and they are now rated in the fame manner 
as the laity, with this difference, that their contributions are 
not called taxes, but charitable fubffdies. 

III. The next clafs of people are the burghers, inhabiting 
towns, whofe privileges were formerly far more confiderable 
than they are at prefent. 

The- hiftory of all countries, in which the feudal fyftem 
has been eftablilhed, bears teftimony to the pernicious policy 
of holding the lower claffes of men in a ftate of llaviffi fub- 
jedion. In prpcefs of time a concurrence of caufes ^ con- 
tributed gradually to foften the rigour of this fervitude with 
regard to the burghers, in feveral of the feudal kingdoms. 
Among other circumftances tehdingtp their protection, the 
mQft favourable was the formation of feveral cities into bo- 

* -it docs riot enter into the plan of this in a View of the State of Europe, prefixed 
woii M^efcribe tbefe caulcs: the reader to Dr, Robcrtfbn** Hiftory o^ Charles V. 
v^il i ;IW amply and ably illuftrated 

4- w . dies 
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dieit j^Utic, rounici|«l Jurif- 

^£tion. TI]^s inftilution tqc^ i^. rife in Italy, the firft cpui^try 
UkyEurope ^hich and was lirpm 

thence transfgi^ed tP Elance and Germany. It was fojft In- 
troduced intp’f'plapd a^^|:x,%5 0, <iurihg the reign of Jlqilef- 
laus the chafte, who being inftru^d in the Teutonic pr 
German law§. by Henry thP ^^arded duke of Wratiflaw, 
granted hrft , tq Grjicow, a,nd'3|fterwards to feveral other 
towns, the privileges pofTeired^^by the German cities : this 
body of rights is called in , the Statutes of Poland yus Mag- 
deburgkum et iteutonicum ; and the caufe affigned for its in- 
troduction is, that no city could ilourilh and increafe under 
the Polilh or feudal Taws In the r 3th and following cen- 
turies the .kings and great barons built feveral towns, to all 
which they granted a charter of incorporation, conceived in 
the following terms t: “ transfero banc vUlam ex jure 'Polo- 
“ nico in jus ^eutonicum.'* The beneficial tendency of this 
political regulation foon appeared ; by a fudden increafe of 
population and wealth, the burghers of fome of the prin- 
cipal free towns acquired fuch a degree of importance and 
confideration, as to give their aifent to treaties, and fend de- 
.puties to the national alTembly : a noble was not degraded 
by being a burgher, and a burgher was capable of being an 
officer of the crown. A treaty J which Cafimir the Great 
entered into with the kijights of the Teutonic order, was not 
only figned by the king and the principal nobles, but alfo by 
the burghers of Cracow, Pofin, Sandomir, and other towns ; 
and under the fame monarch Wiernelk §, burgomafter of 
Cracow, was fubmarlhal and treafurer of the crown. 

. ■ ' , . The 

* Leng, yiy Pub. p. 544. * This Wierncfli wajfo rich, that in 1363, 

t Chromcr. when the craperor Charles IV^ married ai 

t DlvgofliUfi Lu IX. p« io 67« Cracow Elizabeth grand daughter of Cafi- 

^ mu*! 
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BOOK The burghers enjoyed 

iv . ^* . in> the Jagheilbh ft|i|^ars diifferpl afitl (j^f 

Si^ifmond I. ahd hils foh Si^fnlbnd 

reign of the former the no^aes end^ytnired to excihde fhis 
deputies of Gfkcow frotri the diet ; but; 0kt moriarch'Sbt 
only confirmed the righfbf that city'to Tend reprefentati^ei, 
but even decreed, that the ci^ehs weto included within the 
clafs of nobles*; ■ \ 

When the crown becatiilfe'wholly eledtivej the “burghers 
fuffered coritinhal encroachments on their privileges at every 
nomination of artew fovereign ; they loft the right of pof* 
I'effing lands, excepting within a fmall diftance of their 
towns, of fending deputies to the diets, and were of courfe 
excluded from all lhare of the legillative* authority. The 
principal caufe of this exclufioh was, that as the burghers 
were nbt obliged, by the nature of their tenures, to march 
againft the enemy, but were only under the neceffity of fur- 
niftiing arms and waggons for the life of the army; they 
incurred, therefore, the contempt of the warlike gentry, 
who, in the true fpirit of feudal arrogance, conlidered all 
occupations, but that of war, as beneath a freeman, and all 
IJerfons, not bound to military fervices, as unqualified for 
the adminiftration of public affairs. 

The burghers, however, ftill enjoy a confiderable portion 
^of freedom, and poflefs the following immunities t they 
eledt their own burgomafter and eGundt; they regulate their 
interior iwiice, and have their own criminal courts of juftice^ 

inir, he gave a moil fuiyipnioiis entertain- bride. .Chromer, p. 3 24. 
inent to his fovereign, to the emperor, kings * Confules CracovienfcSi &c* -deberc ct 

of ftiihgary, Denmark^ Cyprus, and other poffe omnibus confiliis, quibhljalii nuntU ^ 
prtheesi who were prefent at the marriage ; terrertres aderunt, &c* more foUto confuU 
'lie fide Qth^r rnagniheent gifts which he be- tail. Statuta Pol* p, 8. Cracovia eft: ipcor* 
ilowe^ upi^^he company, he prefeuted Ca- porata ct unita npbiiitati ; ib« teirarumque 
“fimif wijljiljpfe equal to the portion of-ihe civitatumquc .nuniio, p* 

■ which 
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^'hic^ decide wit|i*>»t. appeaU/ A burgher> when plakitiflF ^^ap. 
agaia)ft ,a.nQble, i5/;9bliged to $arry the caufe into the courts - — ^ 
o|j|uftice where the judgement is 

i^oal whe%#®fehdan^^ be cited before the rSa-^ 

grftrates of hi$ Qwn towh^ fro an appeal lies (^ly 

to the king in the affeflbrial tribunal. To this exemption 
from the jurifdiftion of the nobles, though only in one fi>e- 
cies of caufes, the burghers owe whatever degree of inde- 
pendence they ftill retain I as without this immunity they 
would long ago have been reduced to a Hate of vaflalage. 

IV. The peafants in Poland, as in all feudal governments^ 
are ferfs or flaves ; apd the value of an eftate is not eftimated 
fo much from its extent, as from the number of its peafants, 
who are transferred from one matter to another like fo many 
head of cattle. 

The peattxnts, however, are not all in an equal ftate of 
fubjeilion : they are dittinguiflied into two forts ; i. Ger- 
man; 2. Natives. 

I. During the reign of Boleflaus the Chafte, and more 
particularly in that of Cafimir the Great, many Germans 
fettled in Poland, who were indulged in the life of the 
German laws ^ ; and their defcendants ftill continue to 
enjoy feveral privileges not poflefled by the generality of 
Polifli peafants. The good effeitts of thefe privileges are 
very vifible in the general ttate of their domeftic neco- 
nomy ; their villages are better, built, and their fields 
better culti vated, than thofe which belong to the native Poles ; 
they polTefs more cattle? pay their quit-rents to their lords 
with greater exadlnefs ; and, when compared with the others, 
are clea.ner and neater in their perfons. 

* Lubleniki, .p. io8. Floras Pol. p. ii8. Chromtr, 319. 

Yol. 1 . S 
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"BOOK 2. The flavery of the Poliih peafants. is very aiitienf, and 

. . was always extremely rigorous. Until the time of Cafimir the 

Great, the lord could put his peafaiit to death with irapunity, 
and, when the latter had no children, confidered himfelf as 
the heir, and feized all his dSecSts. In 1347 Cafimir pte- 
fcribed a fine for the murder of a peafant ; and ena<Sled, that, 
in cafe of his deceafe without ilTue, his next heir fhould in- 
herit The fame fovereign alfo decreed, that a peafant was 
capable of bearing arms as a foldier, and that therefore he 
ought to be confidered as a freeman. But thefe and other 
regulations, by which that amiable monarch endeavoured to 
alleviate the miferies of the vaflals, have proved inefFe<flual 
againft the power and tyranny of the nobles, and have been 
either abrogated or eluded. That law, which gives the pro- 
perty of a peafant dying without ifliie to the next of kin, 
was inftantly rendered nugatory by an old Polifh maxim, 
** That no flave can carry on any procefs againft his mafter;” 
and even the fine for his murder was feldom levied, on 
account of the nunaerous difficulties which attend the con- 
viction of a noble for this or any other enormity. So far 
indeed from being inclined to foften the fervitude of their 
vaflals, the nobles have afcertained and eftablilhed it by 
repeated and pofitive ordinances. ‘An abl6 Polilh writer, in 
a benevolent treatife + addrefled to the chancellor Zamoilki, 
obferves, that in the Statutes of P®land there are above an, 
hundred laws unfavourable to the peafants, which, among 
other grievances, ereCt fummary tribunals fulyeCl to no ap- 
peals, and impofe the fevereft penalties upon thofe who quit 
their villages without leave. From thefe numerous and ri- 
gorous ediCls to prevent the elopement of the peafants, the 

Stat« Pol. L p« a4* f Patriotic Letter* 

fame 
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fame humane author juftly infers the extreme wretchednefs. 
of this opprefled clafs of men, who cannot be detained j#'the ,-Ij 

plaee of their nativity but Wf the terror of the fevercftipii- 
niihment. 

The native peafants may be divided into two ^fs: 

I. Peafants of the crown ; a. Peafants belonging to in^vi- 
duals. I ' 

I . Peafants of the crown are thofe who are fettled in the 
great fiefs of the kingdoms, or in the royal demefnes, and 
are under the jurifdidions of the ftarofts. If the crown- 
peafants are opprefled by thefe judges, they may lodge a 
complaint in the royal courts of juftice ; and fliould the fta- 
roft endeavour to obfl:ru< 5 t the procefs, the king can order 
the chancellor to iflue a fafe condudt, by which he takes the 
injured perfon under his projedlion : and although in moll 
cafes the corrupt adminiftration of juftice, and the fuperior 
influence of the ftarofts, prevent a complainant from ob- 
taining any effeftual redrefs even in the king’s courts ; yet, 
the very poffibility of procuring relief is fome check to in- 
juftice, and fome alleviation of diftrefs. 

a. Peafants belonging to individuals are at the abfolute 
difix)fal of their mafter, and have fcarcely any pofitive fecu- 
rity, either for their properties or their lives. Until 1768 
the Statutes of Poland only exadled a fine from a lord who ^ 
killed his flave ; but in shat year a decree pafled^ the I 
murder of a peafant was a capital crime ; yet, as the law ia 
queftion requires fuch an accumulation of evidence ^ as is 
feldom to be obtained,. it has ifiQcejthe_appearance of prd- i 
teftion than the reality, * '"'^1 


* The murderer muft be taken in tlt& ’'tekeri I the 
fa£t ; which itiuft be proved by two gentle- abov Ihientioned number of witnedhs^ he 
men or four peafants ; [and if he is not onh Jtys a fine, 

s % 


How 



How deplorable rauft be the ftate of #at country, when a 
law of that nature was thought requifite to be enatSfed, yet is 
found incapable of being enfor^d. The generality, indeed, 
of the Polifh nobles are not inclined either to eftablifh or give 
efficacy. tO' any regulations in favour of the peafants, whom 
tjiey fcarcely conlider as entitled to the common rights of 
humanity ’I". / A few nobles, however, of benevolent hearfs 
and enlightened underftandings, have adled upon different 
principles, and have ventured upon the expedient of giving 
liberty to their vaffals. . The event has flioWed this projedt 
to be no lefs judicious than humane, no lefs friendly to their 
own interefts. than to the happinefs of their peafants : for it 
appears that in the diftridts, in which the new arrangement 
has been introduced, the population of thoir villages is conli- 
derably increafed, and.the revenues of their eftates augmented 
in a triple proportion. 

The firft noble who granted fre.edom to his peafants was 
Zamoifld, formerly great chancellor, who in 1760 enlVan- 


I chifed fix villages in the palatinate of Mafovia. Thefc vil-^ 

I lages were, in 1777,, vifited by the author of the Patriotic 
Letters, from whom I received the following information : 

On infpe£ting the parifh-regifters of births from 1758 to 
1768, that is, during the ten years of flavery immediately 
preceding their enfranchifement, he found the number of 
birtna'^434 ; in the firft ten years#of their freedom, from 
1760 to i^7C“,.62p ; and from 1770 to the beginning of 
1^1777, 585 births. By thefe extracts it appeared that 
uring the ftrrt periori there were only 43 births^ 


r 


fecond period 
third periqcV 


6.2, 

77 


each year* 


• . Zpmoiiki, 'm )iis new code of 1 
warmly fppKcn in favour o.f the pea';^nt8 ; 
but fuch art the national prejudices, ti it 
uncafinin whether the-dig^dll rcccwQ 


that code, and confirm decrees, thotighi 
formed upon the cor\^mon and naturai rigiita 
of mankind. 
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If aa llbprove^ent of this fort to take place chap. 

thtpjyghput the kir^dota would be the increafe 

of Rational p9pi^|^^p 

The teVenips, pii^e their enfrauchife- 

laent, have beea augmenM^ in a mtich greater proportion 
than their population. In their ftate of vaflalage Zamoilki 
was obliged, according to the cuftom of Poland, to build 
cottages and barns for his peafants,' and to furnilh them with 
feed, horfes, ploughs, and every implement of agriculture ; 
lince their attainment of liberty they arc become fo eafy in 
their circumftances, as to provide themfelves with all thefe 
neceflaries at their own expence ; and they like wife cheer- 
fully pay' an annual rent, in lieu of the manual labour, 
which their mailer, formerly exacted from them. By thefe 
means the receipts of this particular eilate have been nearly 
tripled. • • 

Upon figning the deed of enfranchifement of the fix vil- 
lages, their benevolent mailer intimated fome apprehenfions 
to the inhabitants, leilj,^ encouraged by their freedom,, they 
iliould fall into every fpecies of lieentioufneis, and commit 
more diforders than when, they were Haves. The fimplic.ity 
and good fenfe of their anfwer is rempkable, “ When we 
“ had no other property,” returned they, “ than the ilick 
“ which we hold in our hands, we vsfere deilitute of all 
“ encouragement to a right, conduct ; and, having nothing 
“ to lofe, ailed on-all occafions in an inconfiderate manner ; 

“ but as foon as our houfes, our lands, and our cattle, are our 
“ own, the fear of forfeiting’ them will be a conilant re- 
“ ilraint upon our adlions.” The fincerity of this aflertion 
was manifeiled by the event. While they were in a ftate 
offervitude, Zampilki was occafionally obliged to pay fines 

for.' 
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BOOK fof diforders « committed by bis peafa^s, w^ho^l^a ^ of 
drunken nefs, would attack . apd foraetimes kib. paflenge^r^^ 
fince their freedom he has IHdom rec^f^ a^y comirla^^^ 
of this fort againft them, Thefe circ^Oiljftances dccifively 
confute the ill-grounded I’urmifes entert^ed by ipany Poles, 
that their Vafl'als are too licentious and ungovernable not to 
make an ill ufe of freedom. Zamoifki, pleafed with the 
thriving ftate of the fix villages, has enfranchifed the pea- 
fants on all his eftates. 

The example of Zamoilki has been followed by Chrcp- 
towitz, vice-chancellor of Lithuania, and the abbe Bryzo- 
towfki, with fimilar fuccefs. I was inforrued by a perfon 
who had vifited the abbe’s eftate at Pawlowo near Vilna, that 
the happy countenance and comfortable air of thefe peafants 
made them appear a different race of men from the wretched 
tenants of the neighbouring villages. The peafants, pene- 
trated with a fenfe of their raafter’s kindnefs, have eredted, 
at their own expence, a pillar with an infcription expreflive 
of their gratitude and affedtion. 

Prince Staniflaus, nephew to the king of Poland, has 
warmly patronized the plan of giving liberty to the peafants. 
His own good fenfe and natural humanity, improved during 
his refidence in England by a view of that equal liberty 
which pervades every rank of men, have raifed him 
above the prejudices too prevalent ^mong his countrymen : 
he has enfranchifed four villages not far from Warfaw, in 
which he has not only emancipated the peafants from their 
flavery, but even condefcends to diredt their affairs. I had 
the honour of holding feveral converfations with him upon 
this fubjedt; he explained to me, in the molt fatisfadtory 

* Called, in the Folilh law, Pro iucontinentil fubditorum. 

'' 3 manner,. 
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matJtier^ tl^at the giiat o nolefs advantageous 

to the lord than to the peafanti provided the former is will-'— v-^ 
itigto fuperihtend- Iheir condhiin: for a few years, and to put 
them in a way of siting for themfelves ; for fuch is the ig- 
norance of the generality among the boors, arifing from the 
abjeft flavery in which they are held, and fo little have they 
been ufually left to their own difcretion, that few at firft are 
equal to the proper management of a farm. From a con- 
vidion of thefe fafts, the prince, ^hofe knowledge and be- 
nevolence I fliall ever revere, continues his attention to their 
concerns ; he vifits their cottages, fuggefts improvements in 
agriculture, inftru<Sts them in the mode of rearing cattle and 
bees, and points out the errors into which ignorance and in- 
capacity occafionally betray them. 

The example of this prince, great by his rank, but ftill 
greater by his humanity, can fcarcc fail of producing its due 
effed:, efpecially as he intends giving to the iJttblic his ar- 
rangements and regulations, and will 0iow how much he 
has increafedhiseftate and the happinefs of his peafants. Still 
however the condition of thefe peafants is not permanent ; 
for though a lord grants their freedom, yet he cannot entail 
it upon them, as his fucceflbr may again reduce them ta 
their original ftate of valfalage. It is, however, in agitation 
fo fecure the perpetuity of their liberty, when they are once 
rendered free; but this attempt i^of fo delicate a nature,, 
that it muft be introduced with great caution, and can only 
be the work of time. 

V. In giving an account of the different clalTes of mca 
W'ho inhabit this country, I ought not to omit the Jews, as- 
they form no inconiklerable part of its prefent inhabitants.. 

This people date their introdudion into Poland about the 

time 
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ROOK of CafimirtheGreati^saBid asjthey 

they I'carcely polTefs in any cSftier'country exG^ptiif^^^^^^^E^^ 
and I lolland j their numbeh : have furpr izingly dncr^^fi^d; 
I/CDgnich, whom Ihave often quoted, fa^s of them, th^ they 
« monopolize d the eommence and tt^de of the country) 
“ keep the inns and taverns, are ftewards-to the nobilityf m 
“ flioit, they feem to liave fo much influence, that nothirig 
“ can be bought or fold without the intervention of a Jew*” 
Under John Sobiefki they were* fo highly favoured, that his 
adminiltration waS' in vidioufly called a Jewifti junto : he 
farmed to the Jews the royal demefnes, and put fuch confi- 
dence in them as raifed great difcontent among the nobility. 
After his death, an antient law of Sigifmond I. was revived 
and inferted in the Paila Conventa of Awguftus II., th^ no 
Jew or perfon of low birth fliould be capable of farming the 
royal revenues. 

In fome tqjVns, as at Cafimir, Pofen, See. the Jews are per- 
mitted to fettle, but in other places they are only allowed to 
refide ’during the time of fairs, or when the dietines are af- 
fembled ; but the laws are feldom put in force againrt them. 
I endeavoured to obtain a probable account of their number, 
but I found this to be noeafy matter, although all Jews, as 
well male as female, pay an annual poll-tax, and therefore 
muft be regiftered. According to the laft capitation there 
were 166,871 Jews in Poland, exdufive of Lithuania, who 
paid that tax ; but this cannot be their full cotpplement, as 
it is their intereft to diminilh their number ; and it is a well- 
known fait, that they conceal their children as much as 
poflible. 

Pac. Con. Aug. Ill, p, 128. 
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POPULATION. 

I^KrbailS; calculations will aflift us in tiiis 

i^Heiwrch. Of 2,580*7 96; inhabitants in Auftrian Poland,.* — y . . 
isl^jaoo, or about Ml eighteenth, were Jews *. The eigh- 
teenth of the prefent; population of Poland will give aear 
500,0001 allbwing* therefore, for omiflions in^the capita- 
tion, as well as for thofe who migrated irito Poland from the 
Buflian difmembered proviiice +, we may fairly eftimate the 
number of jews at 1600,000. 

• Before the late partition Poland contained about 
14,000,000 of inhabitants j. As far as I could colled from 
various converfations with feveral intelligent Poles, its pre- 
fent population amounts to 9,000,000. 

While I am giving my principal attention to the hiftory 
arid conftitutioii of Poland, I cannot but remark, that the 
feudal laws, formerly fo univerfal, and of which fome traces 
are ft ill to be difcovered in moft countries, have been gradu- 
ally aboliftied in other natbns, and given place to a more 
regular and juft adminiftration ; yet in Poland a variety of 
circumftances has concurred to prevent the abolition of thofe 
laws, and to preferve that mixture of liberty and opprcffion , 
order and anarchy, which fo ftrongly charaderized the feu- 
dal government. We may eafdy trace in this conftitutioh 
all the ftriking features of that fyftem* The principal are, 
an eledive monarchy with a circumfcri bed power; the great 
officers of ftate poftTefling their charges for life, and inde- 

* See Compdid. Gcog, Sclavonic, Gal- f Secular 18,369 

licT, 5 cc, p, 66. Ecclefiailica j Regular 10,189 3^1^37 

t Jews are not tolerated in Ruflia. . ^Nuns* ^1579^ 

t Biilching gives tlie following eftimate , f Males 300,612] . 

of the population of Poland fince the par- 1 Females 300,86.7 J °'>479 

tirion ; - 

Males 4>39^>»9^9 Total number of inhabitants 9,327,668 

Females 4,298,083 Sec Bufehing, Hu« Maga2in, v.XVI. p. 28* 

VolVI. T pendent 
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pendent of the king’s authsa:^^; royal 
' above eontroul ; the nobles or gentry alone free k^d pofle^ 
ling lands, feudal tcnunds, military fervices, territorial jujtf- 
dietion; commerce d^gradin^; "bpprefl^ condition of the 
burghers ; ^vaflalage of the peafants. In the courle of this 
book I have had octafion to make mention of moll: of thefe 
evils as ftijl exifting in Poland, and they, may b(^ conlidered 
as the radicM caufes of its decline f for they baVe prevented 
the Poles from adopting thofe more ftable regulations, whicli 
tend to introduce order and good government, tdj augment 
commerce, and to increafe population. 
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B O O K II. 

C H A P. I. 

'Entrance into Auftrian Poland.— jL/w/Vj of the difmembered 
province. — Its population and produdiions,--~ Arrival at 
' Cracow, — Eefcription of that city. — Univerftty.'— Palace. 
—'Citadel occupied by the confederates in the late troubles. 
—Hijlory of that tranfaSHon.— Cathedral,-— ^ornbs and 
■cbaradiers of feveral PoWfh foverei^nsy &c. 

J ULY 249 1778. We entered Poland juft beyond Bilitz, 
having crofted the rivulet Biala, which falls into the »— 
Viftula, anB purfued our journey to Cracow through the 
territories which the houfe of Auftria fecured to itfelf in the 
late partition. 

The diftridt claimed by the empy^fs of Germany in her 
manifefto is thus* deferibed : “ AlLi[]a§t tra6t of land lying 
“ on the right fide of the Viftula Silefia above Sando- 

T 2 mir 
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iBOOK « mir to the mouth 

- 4 --^ ix)le, Zamoifc, and RubieffOW, to the Bog. 

“ the limits are catfied along the frontiers of Red Rulfia to 
“ Zabras upon the 'bcMfders Of V^olhynia and Pod(#a ; and;; 
“ from Zabras inti ttraight line to the Dnieper, where it re- 
“ ceives the rivulet Podhorts, taking in a fmall flip of Po- 
dolia, and laflly, along, the bdutidaries: feparaiing Podolia 
from Moldavia*” 

A remarkable circumftance attended the taking pofleflioh 
of this diftridl, which will ihew with what uncertainty the 
limits were at firft traced. The partition being made ac- 
cording to the map of Zannoni, the river Podhorts was. 
taken as the eaftern -boundary of this difmerabered province; 
but when-the Auftrian commiffioners vifitcdthe fpot, wli»re 
according to.Zannoni the Podhorts flowed into the Dnieper,, 
they found no river-- known to the inhabitants which 
anfwered to. that name,. They advanced,, therefore, the 
Irontiers ftill more eaft wards, and adopting the Sebrawce or 
the Sbrytz for the boundary, called it the Podhorts. This 
ceded country has, lince the partition, changed its name; 
and is now incorporated into the Auftrian dominions under 
the appellation.of the kingdoms of Oalicia and Lodomeria,. 
which kingdoms fome antient.diplomes reprefent as fltuated 
in Poland, and fubje(fl to the kings of Hungary : the moft 
convincing proof that there ever cxifted inch kingdoms, 
that they depended upon Hungary, and ought, by virtue 
qf an hereditary though dormant title, t^revert to the em- 
prefs as Ibvereign of Hungary, was derived from the Auftrian, 
army, for what people can refill an argument backed by 
aop,o 00 troops, itnlefs ihey can defend their fide of the, , 
queftion by an equal Xixjtyber ? 

1 " r' : ■■ ' rh<f 
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chap. 

wiW' beft^ from tibi« which. . ^ , 

acfcording to the Numeration made in 1776 amounted to 
4,580^796. ‘ The mountainous parts of Galicia and Lodo- 
meria produce fine pafture ; the plains are moflly fandy^ but 
abound in forefts, and are fertile in corn, 'rhe principal 
articles* of traffic are cattle, hides, wax, and honey. Thefe 
countries contain mines of copper, lead, iron, and fait, of 
which the latter are the moft valuable. 

We crofledonly a narrow flip of Auftriaii Poland of about 
86 niiles in length from Bilitz to Cracow, leaving on our 
right hand a chain of mount Crapak, or the antient Carpa- 
thian mountains. The country we pafled through was at 
firil*fomewhat hilly, but afterwards chiefly plain, covered 
with forefts. The roads were bad, the villages few and 
wretched beyond defeription ; the hovels all built of wood 
feeraed full of filth and mifery, and every thing wore the 
appearance of extreme poverty. 

July 25, About noon w.e arrived at the Viftula, the 
limits of the Auftrian dominions, which reach to its fouthern 
banks. According to the partition treaty, , this river was 
marked as forming the limits between the Auftrian and Po- 
lilh territories : the boufe of Auftria at firft conftrued the 
Viftula to mean the old channel of that river now dry, called 
the Old Viftula ; and by force of this ftrained interpretation . 
included Gafimir iii the difmembered province ; but not 
long afterwards theiemprejs of Germany reftored Cafiniir to 
the Poles ; and accepted the Viftula as it now flows, for the. 
boundary of her dominions. 

Having crofled the Viftula by a bridge, afc one end of 
which was an Auftrian foldier ao^ at the other a Poliih cen- 

^ Comp, Regn. Sclayoni;a;i Galicix, Lodomeriac^Scc. 66, note m, 

tinel,. 
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BOOK tinel, into Cafimii!, wik abave^iditodoi^’dry^^t^^ 

— v—* nel, termed the Old Viftuk, by a fecond bridge|"i|td 
Cracow. . , .v 

Cracow is a eutioiis old town ; it, was formerly the 
pitai of Poland, where the kings w^ire eledted and croWned, 
and was once alnnofl; the center of the Polifli dominions, but 
is now a frontier town ; a proof hpW much the power of this 
republk has bci^ contracted r 

Cracow ftands in an extenfive plain, MFatered by the Vif* 
tula, which is broad but (hallow : the city and its fubiirbs 
occupy a vaft track of ground, but are fo badly peopled, that 
they fcareely contain 1 6,000^^ inhabitants. The great fquare 
in the middle of the town is very fpacious, and has feveral 
well-built houfes, once richly furniflied and well inhabited, 
but moft of them now either nntenanted, or in a ftate of 
melancholy decay. Many of the ftreets are-broad and hand- 
fome ; but almpft every building bears the moft ftriking 
marks of ruined grandeur ; the churches alone feem to 
have preferved their originalTplendour. The devaftation of 
this unfortunate town was begun by Plie Swedes at the com- 
mencement of the prefent century, when it was befieged and 
taken by Charles XIL ; but the mifchiefs it futfered from 
that rayager of the North were far lefs deftru^iye than thofe 
it experienced during the late dreadful commotions, when it 
underwent repeated lieges, and wae alternately in iMlTeflion 
of the Ruffians and Confederates. Th6 elFeCts of cannon, 
grape, and mulket-fllot are ftill difcerniirle on the walls and 
houfes. In a word, Cracow exhibits the remains of antient 
magnificence, and looks like a great capital in ruins : from 
the number of fallen and falling houfes one would imagine 

* The city, exchifire of the. fiibarbti contaiaed ia 1778 only 8894. fouti. 

it 
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it tbat: tbe ehenay had; left it 

, Ih® townis ftUfounded with high walls <>f briek, ftrength* 
eni^cli^iptthd of whimlical fliapes in the 

anheat ftyle of fortifi^tion r thefe vwalte ^were^^ 
Veneeftaus ? ki% of BOhiema during the fliort period in 
Whi^yNit^n^Over , 

In Cr^oiv there was a Rhfflan^^rifon men, who 
wefe ftatiohi^iitthe guardTh^ the center of the town ; 

at all the'^gitlis centirtel flood on one fide, and a 

Poliflat Cc|pytineh<^ The citadel was entirely oc- 
cupied by Rufliin troopsiw " e ■ ; 

I did not omit vifiting the univerfity founded and endowed 
byilB&fimir the Grejatj and improved and completetl by La. 
diflaus Jaghellon, The librarian told me that the number 
of ftudentS' amounted to 600, i went over the^ library, 
which was neither renlarkable for the number or rarity of 
its books., Among the principabobjeits of attention, the 
librarian pointed out aTurkilhi book) of no intrinfic value, 
but efteemed a curiofity becaufe found among the fpoils at 
the battle of Ohotzlmi and prefented by Jobn.Sobiefki to the 
univerfity, as the memorial/of a victory which faved his 
country from defolation, and raifed him tof the throne of 
Poland. The univerfity of Cracow was formerly, and not 
unjuftly, called the mother of PplUh literature, as it prin- 
cipally fupplied the other feminaries with profeflbrs and 
men of learning j lbutjts luftre has been greatly obfcured 
by the removal of the royal refidence to Warfaw, and ftill 
more by the late inteftine convulfions. 

* Cracoviara nuiro circunidedit.' tingnich, Hift, Pol. p, *o. 


In 
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BOOK jn this city the art of printing Avas firft intjtlJuced ipto 
j!Jl^iPohnci by Halier; and nne of the earlieft ^ 

i<3onfl:imtions and ftatutes-^i^pUed by jdafimif the Great, 

. and. afterwards aii^ented ■ ^ by his fuceeffors. ttie cha- 
radlers are Gothic, the fame wKieh were univerfally ufed 
at the invention of printings the great initial letters are 
-wanting, whiclf fliews that they" were probably painted 
and afterwari^'l^orn awayc The year ih which this com- 
pilation was printed is not pofitively khown-f - its pub- 
dication was certairdy anterior to 1496, as it does not con- 
tain the ftatutes pafled by John Albert in that fear. 

The moft flourifliing period ’of the iiniveriity was under 
Sigifmond Auguftus in the fixteenth century, when fever al 
of the German reformers fled from the’perfecutions ol^ the 
emperor Charles V. and found an afylurh in this city. They 
gave to the world feverai verlions of the facred writings, and 
other. theological publications, which diffufed the reformed 
religion over great part of Poland. The protection which 
■Sigifmond Auguftus aift>rded to men of learning of all de- 
nominations, and the univerfal toleration which he extended 
to every feCt of Ghriftians, created a fufpicion that he was 
fecretly inclined to; the new church, and it was even reported 
that he intended to renounce the catholic faith, and publicly 
profefs the reformed religion 

Towards the fodthcrn part of the town near the Viftula 
rifes a fmall eminence or rock:, upon wliofe top is built the 
palace, furrouhded with brick walls diid old towers, which 
form a kind of. citadel to the town*. This palace owes its 
origin to Ladiflaiis Jaghellon; but little of the antient 
ftruClure now appears, as the greateft part was deraoliflied 

* See p. 18, 


by 



i>y Gharle^^XII. in if o4, ^ben he ente^ in tri* 

umph a^|r the batfle of Cliflbw. If has been ifilnce repaired : 
the remains of the old palace cpniitt of a fetr apartments, 
which are left in their ancient ftite as they exifted in the laft 
century. The walls, of the firft of fhefe apartments 
are decorated with paintings of ' tilts and tournaments? 
thole of the fecond with a reprefentation of the coronation 
of a king of Poland, affirthedi by the perfon who Ihewed the 
palace, to be that of Ladiilaus the Firli, iShd to have been 
drawn in his time ; but the ftyle of the painting befpeaks 
it of a more modern date. The cieling of the third apart- 
ment is divided into different compartments, ornamented 
with carved heads of extraordinary lliapes and grotefque 
api^rances. AH the rooms in the palace are of fine di- 
menfions, containing feveral remains of antient magnifi- 
cence, but totally without furniture. 

This palace was formerly the refidence of the kings of 
Poland, who, from the time of Ladiflaus Loketec, have been 
crowned at Cracow. The polilh and German biftorians 
xlifFer concerning the time when the title of king was firft 
claimed by the fovereigns of this country ; but the moft pro- 
bable account is, that in,i 2.95 Premillaus aflumed the regal 
title, and was crowned atGnefna by the archbiftiop of that 
diocefe. He was fucceeded by Ladiflaus Loketec, who, of- 
fending the Poles, by his, capricious and tyrannical condudV, 
was depofed before he was crowned ; and Venceflaus king 
of Bohemia, who had married Richfa daughter of Premiflaus, 
being elected in his ftead, was in 1300 confecrated and 
crowned at Qnefna. Ladiflaus, after flying from hiS country, 
and undergoing a feries of calamitous adventures, was at 
length, brought to a fenfe of his mifcondiift. Having re- 

VoL, I. U gained 



K gained the affe<aidn o^; ii»|i:tbje!<as, 

-/life-time of Vencefla^Sjl^tB' jpak of his donciihiol^ a^d he 
recovered them: all tEe deihife of thiat mibharGh .ih'^he 
year i 305 : 'Hp governed* fofne yea#>withont 

the title 6f ikmg|;, h^^^ was crowned ; at 

Cracow, to which place ^e transferred Ihe ceremony of the 
coronation ; a^ afterwards eHi( 5 iedi that for the futtire his 
fucceffors ihoulilie ina^ufated ihth^^ 

Since that pefiod^ the laws of Pola^ have 
joined that Cracow ihbuld be the place of cotoiiatidn ; and 
fuch has heen the fviperftitious attachment of the Poles to 
this ufage, that when John Sohielki Was delifous of heirig 
crowned at Leopdldj bn account of its vicinity to the arniy> 
which he was to command againft t^ji Tfirks at the tinie^pf 
his election, the Poliih patriots ftrongly bppofed any ihno- 
vatibn f f and that monarch Was under the rieceffity of re- 
pairing to Cracow for the performance of the ceremony. 

Since Ladiflaus, all the fucceeding fbvereighs have been 
crowned at Cracow^j excepting the prefent king. Previous 
to his election a decree was ifitued by the diet of convo- 
cation, that the coronation flibuld be folemnized for this 
turn at Warfaw^, finture to the anfient 

right of Cfacow ; a provi^^ to fatisfy the popu- 

lace, but Which will not probably prevent any^ future ib- 
vereign froni being crowned at Warfavv, now become the 
capital of Poland, and the relidehce of its kings. ^ The crown 
and other regalia ulbd at the coronatidn are ftill kept in 
the palace of Craebw, under fo tnahy keys, and with 
fuch care, that it was iiriitoffible to obtain a light bf them; 

^ Dhigoffilis, lib. IX. p. 971. LeagHicb, who was crowned at Warfaw, becaufe h« 
Hifl. Pol. p. 19— ^ - was only a temporary fovcitign, arid was 
t Lcngnich, Jus Publicum, * foon obliged to retire from Polani 

J I do meation Stanillaiis Lctzinlki^ 

' From 
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Fmnuiki* apartjsien^^ yre cdinmant^ aa 

elt^;^^iew, which w piiii- 

cipally a large fei^dy pMh* paiiiibdlariy • 

,very lap^e mounds pf.eapit|>*/oi* jbarrows, one 
tt’aditioii called the hup&jpiaGe of^'C^^^ pf Poland^ 

whojs lupppfed to have hpiilt the tbwhhf in the year 
700;: the pthPr is cd^^ fepulclim of his daughter 
Venda^ whp is ;jre|wrted^m in the 

Viftula, that &e Epight cpmpeiled to marry a perfon 
for whpm lihe bad entertained a^ 

The ypfaole hUlory of Crapus and Vpnda is involved in 
impenetraldP dfuhnt^ ^d t^ which are com- 

mon in diluent , parts of Enrppeji were |mhably anterior to 
thpiChriftian sera, ; The praPiice pf miling barpows over 
the bodies of the decdSTed was almoft ^niverihl in the earlier 
ages of the world. ‘Homer mentiPhs it as a common prablice 
among the Greeks and Trojans ; Virgil alludes to it as ufual 
in Italy in the times treated of in the ^Eheid ; Xeiiophon 
relates that it obtained aipong the Perfians ; the Roman 
hiftorians record that the fa^e mpcle of*interring took place 
among their countrymen ; and it .appears to have prevailed 
no lefs among the antient GerraanSj and mahy^ther uncivi- 
lized nations. In general, populaP ti*aditibn allows fome fa- 
vourite charabters in natural hiftory, Rke Cracus and Yehda, 
to ufurp the honour of .being buried under the moft con- 
fpicuous of^hefe monuments. 

At fomediftaneeifrom jCracow we noticed the fortrefs of 
Landfkron iiluated upon a rock, which the confederates pof- 
felTed during the late troubles, j aiid from whence they made 
excursions as occallon offered againft the Ruffian and Polifli 
troops in thefervice of the king. By a detachment of troops 
from this, fortrefs, the citadel of Cracow was taken by fur- 

; U 2 IJrize ; 
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BOOK 


prize ; a. galjant ^d;whidi ^ 

fcription. Th« j>e^on us the 

felfprefentywl^n the^fe iflUed fftjm a fnbtm 

pus papge, anf|#p|ze(i^^ garrifbn, coiUHtig# 

87 troops^^ A^i^it four m the momiriga party of 76 cbn^i 
federates, aU oF whom were Poles, led by a lientenant «»,, 


whofe name w^iBytranowfki, entered the pabace through a 
common fewer,?! without being difcovered, and repairing 
to the main-guard inilantly fell upon the Ruflians ; the 
latter were fb confounded with the fuddehnefs of the 


affault, that they all yielded themfelves priftmeiis without 
the leaft refiftance, and the Poles became masters of the ci'- 


^del. Two or three Ruffians, were killed at the firi? onfet,. 
and the remainder were confined in a^cluiigeoir. One fbldier 
however found means to efcape l^y climbing the wall of the- 
citadel, and alarmed the Ruffian, foldiers within the town-; 
thefe without delay attacked the cattle, but, receiving a warm, 
fire froni the confederates, they imagined the enemy to be ■ 
more numerous than they really were, and defifted from the 
affault. This event, happened on the 2 d of F ebruary, 1772, 


The fame ijMehing Monfieur de Choify, in the fervice of the 
confederat^f. Landfhron, being made acquainted with the 
fpecefsvof the eiiterprize,. advanced towards Cracow at the 


♦ In moft of tht. accounts publilhcd of 
this tranfiu^ion, it is faici that the confede-. 
rat.cs were led by a French officer, and that 
there were feveral Frenchmcp ampngft them. 

1 have related {imply the account which I 
received from the (Icwardof the.palacc, who , 
repeatedly aflurctl me, that there was not 
one Frenchman amongft them,; that they 
were led by a Polifl; lieutcnant^yvhofe name 
w^s Bytranowlki. The (lewajcd was himfelf 
at th<5 tranfaAipn^ and as hq w.a3 jxo 


foidiiT, was not confined with the garrifon 
in tlft dungeon : he had, therefore, every 
opportunity of being informed of the. truth : 
at the lame time it is pofTible, that his par- 
lialrty to his (^ijntrymen might have induced 
him to give the whole, honour. to the Polts*^ 
I'dpnUcur Viofmenil is the French officer, 
generally mentione<l as leading this enter- 
prifingband of confederatesv tlirough the 
fubtcrrqncous pafldge. 

hefiiii 



Btad &f cotife^r^^^ 30 Of 4.10 qHj^. 

fkntlxn^^ ffloft of 

detaohmeht.of jjQio Rqflis^ijs, jir^.fi^ivied i^^^ the dtadd.i ~ 
But tlifs.||!Offiai;i gkriifoft ih which before coriiifted ' 

of only 400 fften, beittg Ukeiyiie reinf^ed, the eohfederates 
in the citadel ilijderWeh|;;4} feguW fiege : they defended - 
thett^fdves with the moft dhdaui^cd^f^ the fpace of 
three months ; and at iehgti ca|>ituiated i^||in the moft ho- 
nourable terms,. ^ 

I examined the fubteff aneous palFage through which the 
7 6 conf^rates intmdueed themfei^®s into the palace : it is 
a drain which conveys all the filth from the interior part of 
the palace to a fmall opening without the walls near the Vif- 
tula. They entered this fraall q3enij%, and crawled upon , 
their hands and knees a conliderable way, one behind an- 
other, until' they came out through a hole in the waHs Of the 
palace ; fo that if the Ruffians had either been apprized of 
their attempt, or had oyerThcard them in their pafTage, not 
one perfon could have efcaped : the danger was great, but it' 
fhows what fpirit and perfeveranee wiireffedV 

Having viewed the palace, Ave yifited thei.^joining cathe- . 
dral, which Hands within the' walls of the citadel. In this 
cathedral all the fovereigns, from the time of Ladiflaus 
Loketcc, have been interred, a few only excepted, viz. Louis 
and Ladiflaus III. who \%ere: kings, of Hungary as well as of „ 
Poland, and whofe bodies were dept)fited in Hungary; 

Alexander, who died and Was buried at \'ilna ; . Hehrv of 

' ' ■ * 

"Valois, interred in 'Frajice ; and the late monarch Auguftus 
HI. The laws of Poland are as exprefs and miftute in re- 
gulating the burial as the ete^ion and. coronation .of the 

^-LcognkKs JuV;?ubj/ 


kings,; ; 
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BOOK kincs; aid, as manv cunp^s ^ircumtoces att^ 

^_^terment, I opportunity 

■ mony before the re^^en . ■;■ " 

’ Since Wariliw haS becpme; the royal refidenca||^ (ire 
place for the elepion' of th^ body of 

the deceike^ prince mpft*be wrried l;^^^^to 
it remains imtil jtjjie nomination ojf the new,j ^verei^'i dias 
taken place ; i|||‘'then,tra]^i)(^^ in grc^t i^^to Qra^^ 
and, two days f|fore tbe day appointed fpr tbe, ceremony;i|| 
the coronation, the king ele<a, preceded h^ tlie great pflioers 
of ftate, with their rods of o^ffi jointing tp grpundi, 
joins the funeral pfoceffioh as it pa^s throtig|^-the. 
and follows the body to the church of St. StaiUiOaus, where 
the burial fervice is* performed : the rej^ainsj^^are thep-de? 
j)ofited in the cathedral adjoining to' the paiace. It is pecu- , 
liar to the laws of Poland, that the funeral of the deceafed 
monarch Ihould immediately precede the coronation of the 


new fovereign ; and that the king eleft ihould be under a 
neceflity of attending the obfequics of his predeceflbr. Hif- 
torians have fa^ely Remarked, that this Angular cuftom was 
inftituted, in qfder to impSrefs the new king with the uncer- 
tainty of hunMi grandeur ; and, to remind him of his duty, 
by mixing the horrors of death with the pomp and dignity 
of his new ftation ; yet we cannot but obferve, that this pre- 
caution has not hitherto been produflive of any yiiible ef- 
fects, as it does not appear that the kings of Poland have go- 
vcrnetl with greater vyifdom and juftice than other potentates. 
But it is moft probable, that this cuftoid took its rife froip . 
the habits of exterior homage, which the’ Poles aflfeCt tP psyl 
to their fovereign in compenfation for the fubftantial dignity ! 
which they withhold from him : this fpirit of .mock-reye- 
rence they extend beyond the grave ; and while they {cicely" 

• 4* allow. 
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marble bf no' ^traordinaP^^y^^ feme are 

witWbtit iiifcKptions. V ■i-'" 

I felt atlirong fentimene df vetferatipn a|#ppbaching the 
alhes of dafimir, the Greatj* whoin I cdnlider as one of thev 
greateftrpririees that ever adbrned a throne. It.is noti how- 
ever, thte brilliancy ahd : magnifiqence of. his ' reign, hia warf 
like atchievements, nor eveh his patrQna;^e of the arts anid: 
fcienoes ; b«t his legiflative abilities, and his wonderful be- 
neflbbnce to the inferior clafsof.his fid3|^s,i that infpired me 
with.a reverence for his characaer.. ' 

Gafimir was born in 1310 ; add in 1333 afc|dded the 
throne of Poland, upon the demife df his father Ladlllaus 
Loketec. . The Polilh hiftonaui dwell with lingular com** 
placency upon his. reign, JaA the moft g|Qi^^^ happy 

period of their hiftory and re^rd p|!E^iliar pleafure 
the virtues and abilities of this gi^af and am^le monarch ; • 
nor are their praifes the eeh^ pf(fi|tt®ry,.^fo 
moftly written fubfequent tohis' wl^O'^J^otherf^ 
was feated upon the. throne. . In pehitog the reign of Ga** 
fimir, we can hardly believe that wc are reading the hiftory 
of thefovereign of a barbarous people in the beginning of : 
the fourteenth centpry ; it feems as if by the afcendancy of 
his fuperior genius, ]&e had got the ftart of the age in which ', 
he flourilhed, and had .anticipated the. knowledge, and im- 
provements of the fucceedtng and more enlightened periods. . 

From the moment of. his acceffion.his firft care, was to-rerf 
cure his kingdom againft foreign enemies’; , with this viev/. 

he. 
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BOOK he attacked the knights ofvthe TTeiitonic order, Ipthh whom 
. J; . Poland had long been an an almoA continual ftat|||^fare,. 
and obliged them to purchafe a peace by the ceffidanf Gnina 
and Cujavia, which they bad wreffed from his lllifer ; he 
then reduced Red Ruffia, and annexed the duchy of Mafovia 
to the dominions of Poland. By thefe acquifitions he not - 
only extended frontiers of his empire, but rendetfed his 
dominions lefsdiable to fudden invafions. But thefe great 
fucceffes were not able to excite in his breaft the fatal Ipiril 
of military enterpiize; he always confidered war as a mat- 
ter of neceffity, not of choice, and as the means of fafety 
rather than of glory 

Having fecured his frontiers, as well by his viflories as 
by treaties with the neighbouring powers, he turned his 
whole attention to the interior adminiftration of his king- 
dom ; he built feveral towns, enlarged and beautified others : 
fo that Dlugoflius +, who wrote in the following century, 
fays of him, Poland is indebted to Cafimir for the greateft 
** part of her churcjaes, palaces, fortrefles, and towns add- 
ing metaphorically, “ that he found Poland of wood, and 
“ left her of marble.” He patronized letters, and founded 
the academy of Cracow; he promoted induftry and en- 
couraged trade : elegant in his manners and magnificent in 
his court, he was ceconomical without meannefs, and liberal 
without prodigality, ♦ 

* Mitis ingcivio, ef quietiis qunm arrao- nlain, quam luteam, ligneain, & fqualidam 
rum appetcntior. Floras Pol, p. 1 1 6. repcricrar, lateritiam, gloriofam, & incly- 

t Taiitus enim illi ad magnificandum, tam, ficut evenit, rclinquerit. Nam quic- 
lociipletandiimqiic Regnum Polonia inerat quid Polonia in caftris, ecclefiis, civitatibiis, 
amoiy ut graviffimos & aotablles fiimptus, curiis, & domibiis mui’orum continet, id 
in erigendis ex muro ecclefiis, cafiris, civi- pro majori parte ab ipfo Cadmlro rege, Si 
tatidus, Sc curiis, faciendo ad id omnem fo- fuis regiis fumptibus eftperfedkum. Lib,iX. 
lititudiiiein curamqnc mteoidcrat, ut Polo- p, 1164, 
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He was Ae. great legiflator of : fiflding his coitotry 

written laws, he ^ all the ufages andw-J— < 

culleh3>8, and digefted them, with feme additions, into a re- 
gular d^ie, which he ordered to be puhliftied. He fimplified 
and improved the courts of juftice v he was eafy^* of acceis 
to the meaneft as well as the higheft of his fubje(Jts, and 
folicitous to relieve the peafants fronf|^e oppreflions 
of the nobility ; fuch indeed was ilte tendemefs he fliowed 
to that injured clafs of men, and fo many were the privileges 
whiph he conferred upon them, that the nobles ufed to* caH 
him out of i/^niiioti^Rex Jiu/licorumy the king of the pea>- 
fants; perhaps the- moft noble appellation that ever was 
beftowed upon a fovereign, and far to be preferred to the 
titles of magnificent and great, which have been fo often 
laviftied rather upon the perfecutors than the benefadtors of 
mankind. Human nature is nefer perfect; Cafimir was 
not without his failings : voluptuous and fenfiial, he pufhed 
the pleafures of the table to an excefs of intemperance ; 
and his inordinate paflion for women led him into fome 
actions, inconfiftent with the general tenor of honour and 
integrity which diftinguiflies his charadler. -But thefe de- 
feats influenced chiefly his private, and not his public de- 
portment ; or, to ufe the exprelfion of a Polifti hiftorian, 
his private failings were redeemed by his public virtues + ; 
and it is allowed by all, that no fovereign ever more .con- 
fulted the happinefs of his fubjeits, or was more beloved at 
home or refpedled abroad. After a long reign of 40 years 
he was thrown from his horfe as he was hunting, and died 
after a fliort illnefs in the‘?fioth year of his age, carrying 


* Adeuntibus fucilis, qilcrimonias ctiam 
infimorum avidivit, &c. Sarnilki. Cuilibet 
condition!, genefi, atquc aetati facjlis ad 
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BOOK him to the grave the regret of his fobjeias, iad a claim 
— ^to the veneration of pofterity. He is defcriW^'^or 

figure of fo amiable a character cannot fail to be intereftihg> 
as tall in his perfon, and inelihed to corpulency, wHli a ma- 
jeftic afpea, thick and curling hair, long beard* with a ftrong 
voice fomewhat lifping 

Next to the remains of Cafimir repOfe the afties of La- 
diflaus + II. known by tlie appellation of Jaghellon, the fa- 
ther of a race of kings called from him the Jaghellon line. 
This foVereign was originally duke of Lithuania, and, toge- 
ther with his fubjefts, a worfliiper of idols; but having 
embraced Chriftianity , and efpoufed Hedwige fecond daughter 
of Louis, he obtained the throne of Poland. This event 
happened in X386, in which year he waS publicly baptized, 
married, and crowned at Cracow, and afifumed a new bap- 
tifmal name of Ladillaus*!!. he died in 1434 in a very 
advanced age, in the 5Qth year of a long and glorious 


reign. 

Among his pofterity, whofe bodies are depofited in this 
cathedral, the moft memorable is Sigifmond I. a great and 
able monarch, the protedlor of the arts and fciences, which 
made no inconfiderable figure under his aufpices. He is 
reprefented, however, as not fufficieiitly watchful over the 
royal prerogative J ; and as yielding too eafily to the encroach- 

c 

Vir flatura clcvntS, corpora cralTo, fumed the regal authority, he ought to be 
fronte vencrabili, crinc circino ct abun- called Laclillaus II. Ladiflaus Inter Poloniae 
dantc, barba promilEfi, voce aliquantulum reges iilius nominis fccundus, Lengnich, 
b ill fed loivjra. Hift, Pol. p. 31, 

Dectiiit Cafin.irus a. i37c,faysLengnich, • % Aft hoc potilTimum rege nimis induU 
cui I'olouia jiidicia, cultum, plurimas gentc, licentia nobilitatis incrementa contra 
rivitates, niccc, Tt alia edificia debet, HiH. jura majeftatis, cum injuria fuccedentium 
Pol. p. 21;. ^ reguni, et reipub. dccremento, fumcrc et 

'f He is fomct.ir.cs called IiadiHans IV. pracvalere coepit, ut fapientes^ ficc* Pe 
and fometimes .Lfuliflaiis V, ; but reckoning Script. Pol, &c. p. 4. 
from the time the fovercigns of Poland af- 
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meats of.|he nobility to the iaj,ury of fuoceeding monarchs, 
said thi5?f^triment of the republic. But thefe compli- 
ances- admit of 'great palliation,* when we refledl, that the 
nobles^!^ whom they were made, had raifed him to the 
throne, and were become nearly uncontroulable by the con- 
cellions of his immediate predecellbrs. 

As I viewed the tomb of Sigifmond Auguftus, fon of the 
laft mentioned monarch, I recollected, not without a mixture 
of regret and lyrapathy for this unhappy country, that in 
him terminated that hereditary influence, which had given 
tranquillity during a long fucceflion of fovereigns to the 
diets of ele<fl:ion ; and that upon his death all thofe trou- 
bles and confufions, which are infeparable from a crown 
wholly elective, broke in iqwn the kingdom. From this 
period the cabals and cqnvulfions, continually recurring at 
every appointment of a new fovereign, rapidly impaired the 
ftrength of the ftate and the dignity of the fovereign. The 
Poles gradually loft their confequence among foreign powers ; 
and the authority of fucceeding kings depended more on 
their own perfonal abilities, and accidental circumftamces, 
than on any permanent principle of vigour inherent in the 
crown, which has been nearly ftripped of all its prerogatives. 

The firft of the new fucceflion, wdiofe remains are in- 
terred in this church, is Stephen Bathori prince of Tranfyl- 
vania, eleCted in 1576, upon the abdication of Henry of Va- 
lois : he owed his elevation to his marriage with Anne 
daughter of Sigifmond I. ; a princefs who, being in the 
5 2d year of her age, was not endowed with any winning 
attractions, if Ihe had not brought a kingdom for her por- 
tion. The epitaph- upon his tomb juftly aferibes to Stephen 
a long catalogue of civil and military virtues. 
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BOOK I came next to the fepulchre of his facceirot^>$gifm 0 Si(i 
-i-'III. Ion of John III. king of Sweden, and o^iHiigrin# 
daughter of Sigifmond I, : elected king of Poland in^.i55#7j 
he revived in his perfon, on the female fide, the raeif^f the 
Jaghellon family. He was raifed to the throne of this 
country while he was prince royal of Sweden; and, upon 
the death of his father in 1592, i)oireffed both crowns 5 but 
he gradually loft all authority in Sweden, and was at length 
formally depofed by the Hates of that kingdom. He owed 
his expulfion from Sweden to his partiality for Poland, to 
his bigoted zeal for the catholic religion, and above all to the 
fuperior genius of his uncle and rival Charles IX. He ex- 
pired in the 46th year of his reign, and in the 67th of his 
age. 

Near the body of Sigifmond lie thofe of his two fons ; the 
eldeft named Ladiflaus IV. elected king of Poland upon 
the demife of his father, fupported the dignity of his crown 
with reputation and honour ; the fecond, John Gafimir, was 
a prince, whofe charadter and adventures are too fingular to 
be paired over without particular notice. 

JohnCafimir,lbn of Sigifmond III. by a fecond wife Anne, 
fifter of the emperor Ferdinand II. was educated in his fa- 
ther’s court, upon whofe death his mother endeavoured, but 
without effed, to procure his eleftion to the throne, in op- 
iwfition to his elder brother Ladiflaus IV. Repulfed from 
the throne, he contradled a difguft to Poland, and undertook 
a journey to Spain with a view of offering his fervices to his 
coufin Philip' IV. then at war with France. Palling througli 
Auftria and Trent into Italy, at Genoa he embarked in,i a 
vcflel bound to Spain ; but, prompted by curiofity, he v^n?! 

turedj 
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futtd to t^d incOghitO at Maffeill^g : bdhg he 

by W the cdiif't 6f France^ and, on account 

of KiS conne^li%ith‘ tli6 lidule df Adftria, clofel y impri- 
fOfted I8^h% *. Being at length, releafed 

at the'intercefiion of Ms brotlidf the king of Poland, he re- 
paired to ROndie, and there^ either out of devotion or caprice, 
entered into the order of the Jefuits. Afterwards, grown 
#eafy of his fiindlion, he quitted that order, and was pro- 
riAbted to the rank of cardinal. Upon the death of his bro- 
ther Ladiflaus IV. being abfolved front his vows by the' 
pope^ he'#as eleded king of Poland; and, having obtained' 
a difpenfatilwn, married his brother’s widow Louifa Maria 
daughter of the duke of Nevers, a woman of great beauty 
and ftill greater fplrit, who blended devotion with a ftrong* 
propenfity to political intrigues : the foul of her hufband’s 
councils, file may be faid to have reigned over Poland, while- 
he was only nominal king. Such was her afcendancy, that* 
ihe prevailed upon him to folicit the nomination of the duke 
of Enguien fon of the g^sat Gonde for his fucceffor ; a 
meafure fo cohtradidlory to the firft principles of the Polifh - 
conftitution, as well as to his coronation oath| excited a ge- 
neral difcontent, and threw the kingdom into the moft vio- 
lent commotions. 

The reign of John Cafimir was active and turbulent, me- 
morable for the revolt of the Golfacs of the Ukraine, for the- 
unfuccefsful wars with Sweden, and for the infurreftions of ! 
the nobility. Though, fo far from being deficient in mili- 
tary courage, that in every defperate emergency he always 
commanded his troops in perfon ; though, fo ufe his own . 
expreflion, “ he was the firft to attack, and the laft to rc- 

* Florus Polon. p. 4J7, & feq, . 
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BOOK « treat ^V' ^ preferred peace to war, and wanted the 

Jl^enterprizing fpirit of hts brother Ladiflam iy.^|vas-8^ 
cufecl by the Poles of indolence and pufillanimity. His po- 
litical fagacity appears from his predictions, thatPdtelKl, en- 
feebled by the anarchy of its.government, and the licenti- 
oufnefs of the nobles, would necelTarily be difmembered by 
the neighbouring powers. Worn out at length with the 
cares of royalty, fhocked at the diftrefled ftate of the kingr 
dom, difcontented with the factions of the nobility, aflaii^ed 
at the death of his wife, and impelled by the verfatility of his 
difpofition, he abdicated the throne in the 20th year of his 
reign, and in the 68th of his age. This extraordinary event 
happened on the ayth of Auguft, in the year 1668, before 
a general diet aflembled at Warfaw : the fcene was affect- 
ing ; the conduct of the king manly and refolute ; and his 
fpcech upon that eyent is the fineft piece of pathetic elo- 
quence that hiftory has ever recorded +. 

Soon after his abdication he retired into France, and again 
embraced the ecclefiaftical profeliion. Loiiis XIV. who 
prided bimfelf in,affording an afylum to abdicated fovereigns, 
gave him the abbeys of St. Germain and St. Martin, without 
which he would have had no means of fubfiftence, as Po- 
land foon with-held his penfion ; a proof that the tears 
which were flied at his abdication were not lincere. Not- 
withftanding his ecclefiaftical en^gements, John Cafimir 
could not withftand the attractions of Marie Mignot, a wo- 
man, who, from being a laundrefs, had been married firft to 
a counfellor of Grenoble, and afterwards to the marfhal de 
L’Hofpital. She was a widow when flie attracted the notice 
of the abdicated king, and lb powerful was S:he impreflion he ^ 

* “ Eiim me cfll', qnt primus in prailiis, lulki, Rp. v. I. p, 57. 

“ poftieimis ia tlilaiminc ct rcceiru.” Za- + Sec Zalulki, Epift. v. I. p. 57 
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received, that it was fufpedted he was fecretly fnarried to her. 
Cafimfellieprefent^ by thofe who knew him in his re-' 
tircment, as eafy «nd familiar in his converfation, and dif- 
pleafed with receiving any honours or titles due to his for- 
mer rank He furvived i|as abdication only four years, 
and died at Nevers on the 1 6th of December, 167a. ^'His 
body was brought to this city, and buried in the cathedral 
at the fame time with that of his fucceffolr Michael, the day 
before the coronation of John Sobieiki. 

Upon approaching the remains of John Sobielki, I recol- 
lected that when Charles XU. of Sweden entered Cracow he 
vifited thefe tombs, in order to pay a mark of refpeit to the 
memory of that great monarch ; he is reported, as he hung 
with reverence over his fepulchre, to have cried out, “ What 
a pity that lb great a man Ihould ever die !” May we not 
alfo exclaim, what a pity that a perfon, fo imprefled With a 
fenfe of Sobieiki’s virtues, lliould adopt only the military part 
of his charadler for the object of his imitatbn ! How infi- 
nitely inferior is the Swedifli to the Polilh fovereign- ! The 
former, dead to all the finer feelings of humanity, was awake 
only to the calls of ambition ; every other fentiment being 
loll in the ardour for military honours. If perfonal courage 
be fulficient to conftitute an hero, he pofiefled that quality 
in a fuperior degree ; but it was rather the bravery of a 
common foldier than of ,a general. Sobiellci, even upon tliat 
ground, has an equal title to fame ; for his valour was no 
lefs diftinguiftied, and was fuperior in thi^, refpedl, that it 
was not clouded with raflniefs, but tempered with prudence. 
Though the firft general of his age, he placed not his foie 
ambition in military glory ; he was great in peace as well as 


* Vie clc Sobieiki I. p. J.53’ 
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BOOK in war; by th*e union of talents belonging to each depart- 
-ment, he defended his country from impending dangeiy 
raifed her from her falling ftate, and delayed difring his 
reign the sera of her decline ; while Charles, who defi- 
cient in civil virtues, plunged Sweden, which he found 
highly profperous, into ruin and defolation : in a >yord, 
Charles had the qualities of a knight errant, and 
the virtues of an hero , \ 

About an Englifli mile from Cracow are the remains pf 
an old ftruaure, called the palace of Cafimir the Great, 
which my veneration for that fovereign induced me to viflti 
as there is a Angular pleafure arifing from feeing the fpot 
tMbt was once dignified by tlie refidence of a favourite cha- 
radler. Little, I imagine, of the original .palace, as it was 
built by Cafimir, exifts at prefent. In the inner court are 
the remains of a corridore with pillars of the Doric order; 
and upon one of the fide walls I obferved the white-eagle of 
Poland carved in itpne, and around it an infeription feem- 
ingly in old Gothic characters, of which I could only make 
out Ann. Dom. M.CCCLXVII, which anfwers to the aera of 
Cafimir, who died in 1370. Several marble columns were 
fcattcred around, which fhowed the antient magnificence of 
the building. The greateft part of the fal)ric was evidently 
of later date than the reign of Cafimir, and was probably 
conftruCfed by fucceeding fovereigng xipon the foundation of 
the antient palace; perhaps by Stephen Bathori, as I could 
trace in one plape an infeription, Stephanus Dei gratia ; and 
alfo by Sigifmond III. as I plainly difcqvercd his cypher with 
the wheat-llieaf, the arms of Guftavus Vafa, from whom he 
was lineally defeended. 

• See an account of Sobieflei’s death and family, Chap. IV. of this book. 
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This J^lace was the principal refidence of Cafimir : in the 
garden, is a mound of earth, or one of thofe barrows before 
mentioned, which is called the tomb of Either the fair 
Jewefs, .who was the favourite miftrcfs of that monarch. 
To the influence of Efther it is faid the Jews owe the nume- 
rous privileges enjoyed by them in Poland, which is called 
the paradife of the Jews. But when I conlider the charadter 
of Cafimir, I conceive that they were indebted for their 
favourable reeeption in Poland more to his policy than to his 
afFe(£tion for his miftrefs; for in thofe times the Jew^s 
were the richeft and moft commercial individuals in Europe t 
by allowing them therefore to fettle in Poland, and by grant- 
ing them fome extraordinary immunities, he introduced trade 
and much wealth into his dominions. The number of Jew s 
is now prodigious *, and they have in a manner engroffed 
all the commerce of the country ; yet this flourilhing ftate 
of affairs mull not be attributed folely to the edidts of Cafi- 
mir in their favour, but to the induftry of thofe extraordi- 
nary people, to the indolence of the gentry, and oj^reffed 
condition of the peafants. 
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Mjife of faluting and drefs of the VfAti.-^Account of the fak- 
mines of Wielitifea.' — ^beir extent and profit, '^Journey to 
Warfaw. * 



T he Poles feem a lively people, and ufe much adlion in 
their ordinary con verfation . Their common mode of 
falute is to incline their heads, and to ftrike their breaft with 
one of their hands, while they ftretch the other towards the 
ground ; but wh)^n: a common perfon meets a fuperior, he 
bows his head alrnbl| to the earth, waving at the fame time 
his hand, with w^lch he touches the bottom of the leg near 
the heel of the perfon to whom he pays bis obeifance. The 
men of all ranks generally wear whilkers, and fhave their 
heads, leaving a circle of hair upon the crown. The 
fummer drefs of th* peafants confifts of nothing but a fliirt 
and drawers of coaffe linen, without fhoes or ftockings, v^h 
round caps or hats. The women of the lower clafs wear upon 
their heads a wrapper of white linen, under which their hair 
is braided, and hangsi down in two plaits. I obferved leveral 
of them with a long piece of wl^ite linen hanging round 
the fide of their faces, and covering their bodies below their 
knees : this fingular kind of veil makes them look as if 
they were doing penance. 

The drefs of the higher orders, both men and women, 
is uncommonly elegant. That of the gentlemen is a 
waiftcoat with (leeves, over which they wear an upper robe 
4 of 
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of a different colour, which reaches down below the knee, chap. 
and is faftened round the waift with a fafh or girdle ; the . . 

ileeves of this upper garment are in warm weather tied 
behind die flioulders; a fabre is a neceffary part of their 
drefs as a mark of nobility. In fummer, the robe. See. is 
of filk ; in winter, of cloth, velvet, or fluff, edged with fur. 

They wear fur- caps or bonnets, and bufkins of yellow leather, 
the heels of which are plaited with iron or fleel. The drefs 
of the ladies is a Ample pblonaife, or long robe, edged with 
fur. • 

The Poles, in their features, lookj cuftoms, drefs, and 
general appearance, refemble Afiatics rather than Europeans ; 
and they are unqueftionably defeended from Tartar anceftors. 

A German hiftoriaa^, well verfed in the antiquity of nations, 
remarks, that the manner in which the Poles wear their 
hair is, perhaps, one of the moft antient tokens of their ori- 
gin. So early as the fifth century fome nations, who were 
comprehended under the name of Scythians, had the fame 
cuftom. For Prifeus Rhsetor, who accompanied Maximus 
in his embafly from Theodofius II. to the court of Attila, 
deferibes a Scythian lord, whofe head was fliaved in a cir- 
cular formt, a mode perfedly analogous to the prefent 
fafliion in Poland. 

Before we quitted this part of Poland, we vifited the ce- 
lebrated falt-inines of Wielitfka, which are fituated within 
eight miles of Cracow. Thefe mines are excavated in a ridge 
of hills at the Northern extremity of the chain which joins 
to the Carpathian mountains : they take their ap^fellation 
from the fmall village of Wielitfka ; but are fometimes 
called in foreign countries the mines of Cracow, from 
their vicinity to that city. 

f Capitc in rotumlum rafo. 
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BOOK Upon our arrival at Wielitfka we repaired to the mouth. 
cJ)l_;of the mine*. Having faftened three feparate ^hammocks, 
in a circle round the great; rope that is. employed in draw- 
ing up the fait, we leated ourfelves in a commodious man-, 
ncr, and were let down gently without the leaft apprehen-. 
fion of danger, about. i6o yards below the firft layer of 
fait. Quitting, our ham-mocks, we palTed a long and gra- 
dual defeent, fometimes through broad paflages or galleries 
capable of admitting feveral carriages abreaft ; fometimes 
down fteps cut in the folid fait, which had the grandeur and 
commodioufnefs of the ftair-cafe in a palace. We each of 
us carried a light, and. feveral guides preceded us with lamps, 
ip their hands : the refledlion of thefe lights upon the 
glittering fides of the mine was extremely beautiful, but 
<Ud not call that luminous fplendolir, which fome writers 
have compared to the luftre of precious ftones. 

The fait. d.ug from this. mine is called or , Green . 

Salt, for, what reafon I cannot determine ; for its colour is 
an iron grey ; when povmded it has a dirty afli colour like 
what we call brown fait. The quality of the flilt improves 
in proportion to the depth of the mine : towards the fides . 
and furface it is mixed with earthy or llony particles ; lower 
down it. is faid to be perffdlly pure, and requires no other 
procefs before it is ufed than to be pounded. The fineft of, 
this grey fait, however, is of a weak quality when com-, 
pared with our common fea-falt : it is therefore undoubt- 
edly by no means perfedly pure, but is blended with ex- . 
traneous mixtures, though it ferves.very well for common 
purpofes. Being almoft as hard as ftone, the miners hew 
it with pick -axes and hatchets, by a tedious' operation,, into , 

* There are two other openings, down one of which the miners descend by ftairs, 
t’uwn the othci latiders. 
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large blocks, many of which weigh fix or feven hundred 
]|ound8* Tbefe large mafles are railed by a windlas, but the j— , 1 — » 
fcnaller pieces are carried up by horfes along a winding 
gallery, which reaches to the furface of the earth. 

Bell de grey fait, the miners fometimes difcover fmall'i 
cubes of white faltj as tranfparent as chryftal, but not in 
any conliderable quantity ; they find likewife occafionally 
pieces of coal and petrified wood; buried in the fait. 

The mine appears to.be inexhauftible, as will eafily be 
conceived from the following account of its dimenfions. Its 
known breadth is 1115 feet; its length 6691 feet; and 
depth 743; and the beft judges on the fpot fuppofe, with 
the greateft appearance of probability, this folid body of I'alt 
to branch into varipus diredlions, the extent of which cannot 
be known : of that part which has been perforated, the 
depth is only calculated as far as they have hitherto dug; 
and who can afcertain how much farther it may defcend ? 

Our guide did not omit pointing out to us, what he coufi- 
dered as one of the moft remarkable curiofities of the place, . 
feveral fmall chapels excavated in the fait, in which mafs is 
faid on certain days of the year;, one of thefe chapels is 
above 30 feet long and 25 broad; the altar, the crucifix, 
the ornaments of the church, the.ftatues of feveral faints, 
are all carved out of the fait. . 

Many of the excavations or chambers, from whence the 
fait has been dug, are of an immeqfe fize ; fome are fup« 
ported witli timber, others by vaft pillars of fair, which are 
left Handing for that purpofe : feveral of valtdimenfions.are 
without any fupport in the middle. 1 remarked one of this 
latter fort in particular, which was certainly 80 feet in height, 
and fo extremely long and broad, as almofl; to appear amid 

the 
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BOOK flic fubtcnancous gloom without limits. The roofs of thefe 
vaults are not arched, but flat. The immenfe fize of thefe 
chambers, with the fpacious paflages or galleries, together 
w'ith the chapels above-mentioned, and a few flieds built for 
the horfes which are foddered below, probably gave rife to 
tlie exaggerated accounts of fome travellers, that thefe mines 
contain leveral villages inhabited by colonies of miners, 
wdio never fee the light. It is certain that there is room 
fiiflicient for fuch purpofes; but the fail is, that the miners 
have no dwellings under ground, none of them remaining 
below more than eight hours at a time, when they are re- 
lieved by others from above. In truth, thefe mines are of 
a moll llupendous extent and depth, and are fufficiently 
wonderful without the leaft exaggeration. We found them 
as dry as a room, without the leaft damp or moifture ; 
obferving only in our whole progrefs one fmall fpring of 
water, which is impregnated with fait, as it runs through the 
mine. 

Such an enormous mafs of fait exhibits a wonderful phse- 
nomenon in the natural hiftory of this globe. Monfieur 
Guetard, who vifited thefe mines with great attention, and 
who has publillied a treatife upon the fubjeil, informs us, 
that the uppermoft bed of earth at the furface immediately 
over the mines is fand, the fecond clay occafionally mixed 
with fand and gravel and containing petrefaclions of marine 
bodies, the third calcarious ftone. From all thefe circum- 
ftances he conje£lures that this fpot was formerly covered by 
the fea, and that the fait is a gradual depofit formed by the 
evaporation of its waters 

* Sec Memoirc fur les Mines de Sel de Wielitlka in Hifl, dc i’Acad* dcs Sciences for 
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Thesfc mines have now been worked above 600. years, for 
they are mentioned in the Poliili annals fo early as 1237,1 — ^ 
under Bolellaus^^Vthe Chafte, and not as a new difcovery : 
how much earlier they were known cannot now l)e afcer** 
tained. Their profits bad long, been appropriated to the 
king’s privy purfe : before the partition they furniflred a 
coiifiderable part of his prelent majefty’s revenue, who drew 
from: them an annual average profit of about 3,500,000 
Polilh florins, , or 97,222^. 4J» 6 d, fterling. They now be- 
long to. the emperor, being fituated within the province 
which. he difmembered from Poland; but at the time wc 
vifited them they were far from yielding a revenue equal 
to that- which they had afforded to the king of Poland ; for 
the Auftrian commjflioncrs imprudently raifed the price of 
fait, from an idea that Poland could not exift without draw- 
ing that commodity as nfual from Wielitflca, and would 
therefore be obliged to receive it at any price. This mode 
of proceeding offending the Poles, the king of Pruffia, witli 
his nfual fagacity, did not negled this opportunity of ex- 
tending his commerce ; he immediately imported lai'ge quaiiT 
tities of fait, which he procured chiefly from Spain, to Dant- 
zic, Memmel, and Koningfburg, from whence it was con- 
veyed, up the Viftula into the interior provinces : by tliefb 
means he furnilhed great part of Poland with fait, at a 
cheaper rate than the inhabitants could procure it from the 
houfe of Auftria ; and in 17 7 8 the mines of Wie]itn<a only 
fupplied the diftri<Ss which immediately border upon. 
Auftrian. Poland. 

* Lcngnich, Jus ?ub. vol, L p, 2 49» 
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BOOK I never Ihw a road fo barren of interefting feenes as that 
— ^ from Cracow to Warfaw; there is not a olgeft 

throughout the whole tra6t, which can for a moment draw 
the attention of the moft inquifitive traveller. 

'rhe country, for the moft part of the way, was level, with 
little variation of furface : it was chiefly overfpread with vafl. 
traits of thick gloomy foreft ; and even where the country 
was more open, the diftant horizon was always fkirted with 
wood. The trees were tnoftly pines and firs, intermixed 
with beech, birch, and fmall oaks. The occaflonal breaks 
in the foreft prefented fome pafture ground, with here and 
there a few meagre crops of corn. 

Without having ailually traverfed it, I could hardly have 
conceived fo comfortlefs a region : a forJorn ftillnefs and fo- 
litude prevailed almoft through the whole extent, with few 
fymptoms of an inhabited, and ftill lefs of a civilized country. 
Though in the high road, which unites Cracow and Warfaw, 
in the courfe of about 258 EngliJh miles, we met in our 
jwogrefs only two carriages and about a dozen carts. The 
country was equally thin of human habitations ; a few 
ftraggling villages, all built of wood, lucceeded one another 
at long intervals, whofe miferable appearance correfponded 
to the wretchednefs of the country around them. In thefe 
aflerablages of huts, the only places of reception for travel- 
lers were hovels, belonging to Jews, totally deftitute of furni- 
ture and every fpecies of accommodation. We could feldom 
procure any other room but that in which the family lived; 
in the article of provilion eggs and milk were our greateft 
luxuries, and could not always be obtained ; our only bed 
was ftraw thrown upon the ground, and we thought our- 
felves happy when we could procure it clean. Even wc, 

^ who 
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who were by no means delicate, and who had long been ac- chap. 
cuftomedto put up with all inconveniencies, found ourfelves . . 

diftrefled in this land of defolation. Though in moft coun- 
tries we made a point of fufpending our journey during 
night, in order that no Iceno might efcape our obfervation ; 
yet we here even preferred continuing our route without 
intermiffion to the penance we endured in thefe receptacles ^ 
of filth and penury : and we have reafon to believe that the 
darknefs of the night deprived us of nothing but the fight 
of gloomy forefts, indifferent crops of com, and objeds of 
human mifery. 

The natives were poorer, humbler, and more miferable 
than any people we had yet obferved in the courfe of our 
travels ; wherever, we flopped, they flocked around us in 
crouds; and, afking for charity, ufed the, moft abje6t gef- 
tures. 

The road bore as few marks of human induftry as the 
country which it interfefts. It was befl where it was fandy ; 
in other parts it was fcarcely paflable ; and in the marfhy 
grounds, where fome labour was abfolutely neceflary to 
make it fupport the carriages, it was raifed with flicks and 
boughs of trees thrown promifcuoufly upon the furface, or 
formed by trunks of trees laid crofsways. 

After a tedious journey we at length approached War fa w ; 
but the roads being neither mofe paflable, nor the country 
better cultivated, and the luburbs chiefly confiding of the 
fame wooden hovels which corapofe the villages, wc had no 
fufpicion of being near the capital of Poland until wc arrived 
at its gates. 
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Arriiiolai hity.'-^ymmat<ffdc^ 

CH^ren€es.*f>^Pr<ifi^af$n to the Hn^ ^ Pdand.-~fW-!i^.^ 
.^JPortroiU tkf the kings of Poland *- — Mterary focktyt^f 
EHt^tainmut ^t the king's in prinee Po- 

niatoufki’s g0i1^»^--^i(/criptim(^ ehatnpitre gmm 

BOOK Waifaw is not unpleafant : it is built 

. A paitl^ in a plain, wd partly upon a gentle afcent rifing 
froih the banks^of the .yiftula, which is abont as broad as the 
Thanresat but yerylhallow in fummer» 

The city and- its fhburbs occ\^y ,a vaft extent of ground ; 
arid are, fuppOf<^ to cdntaip beit'^^ ifixty and feventy thou- 
fai|d;|Bhabitants, among whom are a prodigious number of 
J^reigriOrs. The^whold tbwn,has a melancholy appearance, 
ekhibitiriS^^J^ (ftroogcontraft of poverty, luxury 

and (iiftrefs, whidt peryadfes em of this unhappy 
country. The are ipacious, but ill-paved; the 

churched add public bi^hgs zp large, and magnificent ; 
the palaces Of the nobility are numerous and fplendid ; but 
the greatelV i^k-^ fhe hou^^^ partkolariy in the fuburbs, 
are mean and ill*OQnj^ru£ted wooden hovels. 

Augult 2 , .Enghfh miniller being abfcnt in the 

country, we caxikd' bur letters of recom|nenda|i©a to Count 
l||ejwufl^i great-marihal ofthe crown, who received us with 
:Mbi^'CiyiUty, and appointed Sunday:mofrang to prefent us 
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to thekit^at hw 

to c»uift,”and audience-chamber^ 

where the pt^lps^ were waiting for^ 

his majefty’S |^^|p.chm 5 &r I obferve^^^ 

butts, placed by;orderofWa|^e.ntroajefty ; namely, &fe; 
of Elizabeth queen df En||aiid4' H^y IV. of France; 
JohnSpbi^i ; and theprelenf%&Pf^,olRuffi^^ 

At length the king made hVlppgamnt^; and w© were 
prefented, His majefty talked to each of us a conlidemhle 
time in the raoft obliging maniwr ; he faid many handfotne 
things of tlte EhgUfli nation, mentioned his refidence in 
London with gr^t appeaimnce of fatisfaftipn, and concluded 
by inviting us to fupper in the evening, of which hohqur we 
had before had pr^pU8:|ntnn^>“ froitt f he great marihal.| 

The king of Poland is perfon, \vith 3^ • 

preflive countenance, a dark c6rrijfdfixion, Roni3n nofe, and 
penetrating eye : he is uncommonly pleafing iti his addrefs 
and manner, and poffeli|sg;‘eat fweetnefs of coni|ef0e|^^ 
tempered with dignity. He had op a full dreffed fiiiti^hich 
circumftance I mention becauff he is the fim ikihgW 
country who has has 

not fliaved his head alt^ the Poiifli cuftom. Ills example 
has of courfe had many imit3tGj^f:L . and I was much fur- 
prized to fee fb the cb^f teUity itl the national 

garb. The natives in general are fo attached to this drefs, 
that in the diet of convocation which aflembled pfeviohs to 
the election of his prefent maj^y^iyyras prppole<f m inle^ 
in the ^Ba Comma w artier^ • whettby^^^t^^ 
be obliged to wear the Polilh garlieiif f but this ttiotion was 
over-mled ; and he was left 'at lil^rty to cpijfult iiis own 
tafte. At his coronation hd laid aid$ tke antient regal habit 

Z a ^ , of ■' 
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of ceremony, and appeared jn robes of a mere modern 
J—j fafliion, with his hair flowing upon his Ihoulders. 

The levee being ended, we went over the palace, which 
was built by Sigifmond III. and which lince his time has 
been the principal refidence of the Polilli monarchs. Warfaw 
is far more commodious for the capital than Cracow, becaufe 
it is fituated nearer to the center of the kingdom, and becaufe 
the diet is affembled in this city. The palace ftands upon 
a riling ground at a fmall dilfance from the Viftula, and 
commands a nne view of that river and of the adjacent 
country. K ext to the audience-chamber is an apartment 
fitted up with marble, which his majefty has dedicated, by 
the following infeription, to the memory of his predeceflbrs 
the kings of Poland : Return Metnoride^ dicavit Stanijlaus 
Auguflus bocce monumentum^ 1771. The portraits of the 
fovcrcigns are ranged in chronological order : the feries be- 
gins from Boleflaus, and is carried down to his prefent ma- 
jefty, whofe pidlure is not yet finilhed. Thefe heads are all 
jiainted by Bacciarelli, and well executed : the portraits of 
the earlier kings are fketjched from the painter’s imagination ; 
but that of Ladiflaus II. and moft of his fucceflbrs are copied 
from real originals. They altogether produce a pleafing 
effed:, and may be eonfidered as an agreeable fpecies of ge- 
nealogical table. 

In this apartment the king gives a dinner every Thurfday 
to the men of letters, who are moft confpicuous for their 
Teaming and abilities ; his majefty himfelf prefides at table, 
and takes the lead in the graces of converfation as much as- 
in rank ; and, though a fovereign, does not think it beneath 
him to be a moft entertaining companion. The perfons who 
are admitted to this fociety read occafionally treatifes upon 
4 different 
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different topics of hiftory, natural philofophy, and other 
mifcellaneous fubjedls : and as a code of laws was at that* — ^ 
time compiling in order to be prefented to the next diet, 
parts of that code, or obfervations relating to legillation in 
general, and the conftitution of Poland in particular, were 
introduced and perufed. The king ftudioufly encourages’ 
all attempts to refine and polilh his native tongpe, which has 
been much negledled during the reigns of his two prcdecef- 
fors, who. were totally ignorant of the Polifli language. He 
is fond of poetry ; accordingly that fpecies of compofition is 
much cultivated at thefe meetings. The next apartment, 
was hung with the portraits of the principal members of the 
Ibciety. 

In obedience to,the king’s condefeending invitation, we fat 
off about eight in the evening, and drove to one of the 
royal villas, fituated in the midft of a delightful wood about 
three miles from Warfaw. The villa is fmall, conlifting of. 
a faloon, and four other apartments upon the firft floor, to- 
gether with a bath, from which it takes its name of la Mai- 
J'ondeBain: above flairs are the fame number of rooms;, 
each of them fitted up in the moft elegant manner. Tlie 
king received us in the faloon with wonderful afl'ability : his 
brother and two of his nephews were prefent, and a few of 
the nobility of both, fexes, who generally compofe his pri- 
vate parties. There were two tables for whifl, and thofe 
who were not engaged at cards walked about, or flood at. 
different fides of the room,, while the king, who feldoni . 
plays, converfed occahonaUy with every one. At about 
half an hour after nine, fupper being announced, we fol- 
lowed the king into an adjoining apartment, where v/as a 
fmall round table with eight covers: the fupper confifted 
of one CQurfe and a defeit. Ills majefty fat down, but eat 

nothing ; 
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BOOK nothing ; he talked a great deal without wholly engroffing 
, the converfation. After iltpper w^e repaired to the faloon, 
jiait of the company returned to their cards, while we, out 
of refpedl: to the king, continued ftanding, until his majefty 
was i^leafed to propofe fitting down, adding “ we fliall be 
“ more at our eafe chatting round a table.” We accordingly 
I'eatcd ourfelves, and . the converfation lafted without inter- 
ruption, and with perfect eafe, till midnight, when the king 
retired. Before he withdrew he gave a general order to a 
nobleman of the party, that we fliould be conduced to fee 
every objedlin Warfaw wwthy of a ftranger’s curiofity. This 
extraordinary degree of attention penetrated us with grati- 
tude, and proved a prelude to ftill greater honours. 

Auguft 5. We had the honour of dining with his ma- 
jefty at the fame villa, and experienced the fame eafe and af- 
fability of reception as before. His majefty had hitherto 
talked French, but he now did me the honour to converfe 
with me in Englilh, which he fpeaks remarkably well. He 
exprefled a great prediledlion for our nation ; he furprized 
me by his extraordinary knowledge of our conftitution, 
laws^ and hiftory, which was fo circumftantial and exa<ft, 
that he could not have acquired it without infinite applica- 
tion : all his remarks were pertinent, juft, and rational. He 
**is familiarly acquainted with our beft authors, and his en- 
thufiaftic admiration of Shakefpeara gave me the molt con- 
vincing proofs of his intimate acquaintance with our lan- 
guage, and his tafte for the beauties of genuine poetry. He 
inquired much about the ftate of ai ts and fciences in Eng- 
land, and fpoke with raptures upon the protedion and en- 
couragement which our fbvereign gives to the liberal arts, 
and to every fpecies of literature. After we had taken our 
leave, we drove round the wood to feveral other villas, in 

which 
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which the king occafionally refides. They are all conftrvKSted 
in different ftyles with great tafte and elegance. His majefty > — , — » 
is very fond of architefture, and draws hiaifelf all the plans 
for the buildings, and even the deligris for the interior de- 
corations of the feveral apartments. 

In the evening we had the pleafure of meeting his majefty 
at his brother’s, prince Poniato wiki, who gave us a mort elegant 
entertainment at a garden which is lituated near his villa, 
and is richly ornamented with buildings. The tafte of the . 
Polifli nobility is not to be controulcd by want of any mate- 
rials ; for if they cannot procure them from nature, they 
make a rei>refentation of them by art. In the prefent in- 
ftance, as there are no quarries of ttone near Warfaw, the 
prince has fubftifruted a compolition fo nearly rel'embling 
ftone, that the moft minute obferver can fcarcc difeover the 
difference. We arrived at the garden about nine ; it was a 
beautiful evening of one of the mort fultry days we had ex- 
perienced this fummer. After walking about the grounds, 
we came to a grotto of artificial rock, where a fpring of water 
dripped through the fidcs, and fell into a bafon with a plcal- 
ing murmur. We were fearcely affembled in this delight- 
ful fpot, when the king made his appearance ; we rofe up 
to meet him ; the ufual compliments being palled, we at- 
tended his majefty about the grounds, and then returned to 
the grotto, round which we ranged ourfclves upon a bank 
covered with mofs. The moon was now rifen, and added 
greatly to the beauty of the Icenc. I happened to be fcated 
next to the king (for all form and ceremony was haniihed), 
who talked with me as ufual, in Englifti, on the arts and Hi- 
cnees, liteVature, and hiftory. In the courfc of this conver- 
fation I ventured to alk whether there was any good poetry 
in the.Pe!ilh language.. His- majefty told me,. “\Vc have ibu'.e 

lii'hrcr 
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BOOK ligi^tcr pieces of poetry, by no means contemptible, and an 
’ -’indifferent epic poem ; but the work of chief poetical ex- 
cellence in our tongue is a finetranflation of the Gerujakfntne 
JJberata of Taflb, far fuperior to any tranflations of that ad- 
mirable poem in other languages ; fome Italians of tafte and 
judgement have efteemed it not much inferior to the ori- 
ginal performance.” I then took the liberty of inquiring 
about the hiftorical prodnilions of Poland ; when the king 
informed me, that they had no good hiftory of their country 
in Polilh, which he looked upon as a national refledlion, 
though he flattered himfelf it would foon be removed, as a 
perfon of genius and erudition, admirably calculated for the 
undertaking, was now employed in that work. Upon cx- 
prefling my furprize at a circumftance ‘almoft peculiar to 
Poland, that they had no hiftory in their native tongue, his 
majefty condefcended to acquaint me, that they had feveral 
excellent hiftorians, all of whom however had written in 
Latin ; “ the knowledge of this language,” his majefty re- 
marked, “ is very general among the Poles •>' ; the earlieft 
“ laws are all drawn up in Latin until the reign of Sigifraoncl 
“ Auguftus, when they began to be compofed in the verna- 
cular language the PaSia Convent a are all in 

“ Latin ; thofe of Ladiflaus IV. being the firft that appeared 
“ in Polifli.” This converfation, in which I was at a lofs 
whether to admire moft the knowledge or condefcenfion of 
the king, was interrupted by the prince, who propofed a turn 
in the ganlen before fupper : his highnefs led the way, and 
the company follow^ed; we pafled through a fubterraneous 
paftage, long and winding, with here and there a Angle lamp, 

^ I had fcvcral opportunities of remark- convcrfed in that language with a common 
ing the prevalency of the Latin tongue in foidicr, who ilood guard at the entrance : 
Poland; when I vifited the prifons, I' he Ipukc it with great ilucncy. 


which 
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which flied a glimmering light j we came at length to a 
wooden door, which feemed the entrance into fome liovel ; ' — ^ — 
it opened, and we found ourfelves, to our great aftonifliment, 
in a fuperb faloon, illuminated with innumerable lamps. It 
was a rotunda, with an elegant dome of the moft beautiful 
fyrametry ; in the circumference were four open receflcs 
between pillars of artificial marble * : in the recefles were 
fbphas, with paintings in frefto^ feprefenting the triumphs 
of Bacchus, Silenus, Love, and the victory of the Emprefs of 
Ruflia over the Turks. As we were all admiring the beauty 
and elegance of the rotunda, our ears were on a fudden re- 
galed with a concert of exquifite muficfrom an invifible band. 

While we were liftening to this agreeable performance, and 
conjecturing from what quarter it came, a magnificent table 
was fuddenly fpread in the midfl: of the faloon with fuch ex- 
pedition, as to refemble the effeCts of enchantment. We im- 
mediately fat down to fupper with the king, the prince, and 
a chofen company : our fpirits were elevated by the beauty 
of the faloon, by the hofpitality of the prince, and by the 
affability of the king ; who, fo far from being a conftraint 
to the fociety, greatly enlivened it by his vivacity, and feemed 
the foul of the party. I never paffed a more agreeable 
evening ; the converfation was animated and rational, while 
the focial eafe and freedom, which diffufed itfelf through 
every part of the company, realized this beautiful convivial 
picture 

La Liberie convive aimable 

Met les deux coudes fur la table t. 

Even without the luftre of a crown, which is apt to dazzle 
our judgements, the king of Poland could not fail of being 

* Thefc pillars are of the fame compofi- in Oxford Street, 
tion and colour with thofe of the F^mtheon + Voltaire# 
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HOOK cflccmccl one of the moft agreeable and polite gentlemen 

Europe : he has a furprizuig fund of interelling eonverfa-^ 
tion ; and 1 never yet had the- honour of accefs to his com- 
pany without being both informed and delighted. His raa-* 
jelly did not retire until one o’clock, when the company fe- 
parated, and we returned to Warl'aw, highly pleafcd with 
our evening's entertainment. 

I have had frequent occ'alion to mention the elegance and> 
luxury of the Polilh nobility in their houfes and villas; in 
their decorations and furniture they leem to have happily 
blended the Englifli and French modes ; in tlieir entertain- 
ments they are exquifitely refined ; and as they fpare nO: 
expence, and have a natural good tafle, they generally fuc- 
ceed in creating pleafurc and furprize. We every day expe- 
rienced the agreeable effeds of their hcfpitalicy and polite- 
ncls ; but by none w'ere tve fo elegantly regaled as by the 
princefs Zartorilka in Vi feie champeineyoi which 1 fliall at-, 
tempt a defeription. 

Povonlki, the villa of prince Adam Zartorifici, is about 
three miles from Warfaw in the midtt of a forefl : the fitu- 
ution is.almoft level, wdth here and there a gentle dope, 
which produces an agreeable variety. A river runs through 
the grounds, w hich are laid out in the Englifli tafte, with a 
Ireautiful intermixture of lawn and wood t walks are cut 
through the wood, and carried along the fide of the water. 

The houfe, which Hands upon a gentle rife, lias the atv- 
pcarance of a cottage, conflrudlcd like thofe of the pcafants, 
with trunks of trees piled upon each other, and thatched 
w ith ftraw : belide the principal building, inhabited by the 
prince and princefs, there are feparate cottages for the chil- 
dren and attendants, each of which has its incldfiu'es and 
fmall garden ; this group of ftruilures bears the refemblance 
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"of a village, compofed of huts fcatterod at a fmall diftance 
from each other. Other building, fuch as fummcr houfes, > — . — 
pavilions, ruftic Ihcds, and ruins, are difperfed throughout 
the grounds ; the ftables are conftrudled in the form of an 
half demolilhed amphitheatre. Several romantic bridges, 
rudely compofed of the trunks and bent branches of trees, 
contribvtte to heighten the rufticity of the fcencry. 

Upon our arrival we repaired to the principal cottage, 
where the princefs was ready to rece’i . e us : we expelled the 
infide to be furnifhed in the fimple ftyle of a pecdant’s hovel, 
but were furprized to find every fpecies of elegant magni- 
fi'cence which riches and tafte could colledl:. All the apart- 
ments are dccoratetl in the mofi; coftly manner ; but the 
fplendour of the kath-room was peculiarly ftriking : the 
lides are covered from top to bottom, with fmall fquare pieces 
of the finefl: Drefdcn china, each ornamented with an ele- 
gant fprig; and the border and cieling are painted with 
beautiful feitoons. The expence of fitting up this apart- 
ment mutt have been prodigious ; as I was informed that 
there were at leatt three thoufand fipiare pieces of china 
employed, each of which coft at Drcfden three ducats After 
we had furveyed all the apartments, we proceeded to an en- 
clofure near the hpufe, furro.unded with large blocks of gra- 
nite heaped one upon another, and fallen trees placed in the 
niott natural and pi6lurefque lhapes ; here we drank tea 
upon the lawn. From thence we repaired to the fcveral 
cottages inhabited by the children ; each of which is fitted 
up in different ftyles, blit with equal elegance. Every thing 
without doors gives one the idea of an happy peafant’s fa- 
mily ; within all is coftlinefs and tafte : 1 never faw fucb a 
coiitiaft of fimplicity and magnificence. 

* About il. 7 s. 6d. 
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BOOK \ye next walked round the grounds, which are prettily 
. , * ^ laid out in our tafte ot gardening ; the company then all ad» 
jpurned to a Turkiili tent of rich and curious workmanfhip„ 
pitched in a beautiful retired field near the ftables, which re- 
prefent a ruined amphitheatre. This tent belonged to .the 
grand-vizier, and was taken during the late war between the 
Ruffians and the Turks : under it was a fettee, and a carpet 
fpread ujjon the ground. Here we Raid eonverfing until it 
was quite dufk ; when the princefs prbpofed returning ; fhe 
led us through the houfe to a fmall fpot of rifing ground, 
where we were fuddenly ftruck with a moft beautiful illu- 
mination. A ruftic bridge, confifting of a fingle arch over 
a broad piece of water, was ftudded with feveral thoufand 
lamps of different colours ; while the refle(5tion of this illu- 
minated bridge in the water was fo ftrong as to deceive the 
eye, and gave the whole the appearance of a brilliant circle 
fufpended in the air ; the effect was fplendid beyond de- 
fcription, and confiderably heightened by the gloom of 
the foreft in the back-ground. While we continued admir- 
ing this delightful fcene, a band of mufic Rrut k up at a httle 
diftance, and amufed us with an excellent concert. We were 
then led from this enchanting fpot, acrofs the illuminated 
bridge, to a thatched i)avilion, open at the fides and fup- 
ported by pillars ornamented with garlands and twilled 
feftoons of flowers: we found within a cold collation, 
and fat down to a tabic covered with all kind of tlelica- 
cies, with the moft coftly wines, and every fpecies of fruit 
which art or nature could furniflt. • The evening was de- 
lightful, the feenery pidlurefque, the fare delicious; the 
company in good fpirits ; for who could be otherwife when 
every circumftance, w'hich the tafte and ingenuity of our fair 
hoftefs could invent, confpired to heighten the entertain- 
3 ment ? 
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ment? ,The collatioo being ended, we rofe from table; 
wbich I concluded to be tbe clofe of the entertainment, but 
was agreeably difappc^ted ; the gardens were fuddenly il- 
luminated ; we all ranged about as fancy didlated ; and 
were gratified with the found of wind inftruments, played 
by perfons difperfed in different parts of the grounds. We 
repaired the bridge, and returned into the cottage, when the 
two eldeft daughters of the princefs,. who were drefled in 
Grecian djefles of the moll elegant fimplicity, performed a 
Polifh and aCollac dance; the former ferious and graceful, 
the latter comic and lively. The eldeft fon, a boy of about 
eight years old, next performed an hornpipe with wonderful 
agility, and afterwards a dance in the ftyle of the Polifh pea- 
fants with much humour. It was now pall two in the 
morning; we feemed as if we could flay for ever; but as 
there mull be an end of all fublunary joys, we took our 
leave, exprefling our thanks and gratitude in language far 
unequal to our feelings. I can fcarce form to myfelf a fete 
ebampetre fn elegant : and I am fatisfied, that it will feldom 
fall to the lot of the fame perfon to partake of fuch a pleafuig 
entertainment twice in his life. 

The day before our departure from this town we dined 
with the bilhop of Plotfko, the king’s brother, at his 
palace of Jablonilka about eight miles from Warfaw, 

The palace is an handfome building, conftrutfted after a 
clefign, and at the expence, of his niaiefty. One of the 
apartments, called the Turkilh faloon, is remarkable for its 
elegance and lingularity. : it is in the Oriental tafte, of an 
oblong lliapc, very high, with a fountain in the middle, 
furrounded with a parterre of flowers. Between iht parterre 
and fides of the room are ranges of Turkilh fophas. The 

variegated 
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BOOK variegated tints and rich fragrance of the flowers, joined to 
J!^the tran/parency and murmurs of the fountain, produce a 
molt plealing effe<ft, and, together wj|h the coolnefs of the 
apartment, render it a delicious retrwt from the heats of 
iiimmcr. • The Viltula winds along at a fmall diftance from 
the palace, through afandy and almolt level country. ' 

In the evening we accompanied prince Stanillaus to his 
majefty’s villa, fecurc of pafllng an intcrefting evening, but it 
was now' embittered w ith the idea that it would nevigr again be 
reireated, and that this was the laft time of our being admitted 
to the company of fo amiable a monarch. In the follow'ing 
converfation I had an additional proof of his humanity and 
condefeenfion ; “ You have been to the prifons and I am 
“ afraid you found them in a wretched condition.” To have 
mentioned all their abufes, when I knew that his majefty 
could not alter them, would only have been an infult ; I en- 
deavoured therefore to palliate my anfwer, by remarking, 
w hat is but too true, that in feveral inftances they were not 
fo badly regulated as in England. “ I am fnrprized,” re- 
turned the king, “ that a nation, who fo juftly piques itfelf 
“ for its humanity, lliould be deficient in fo eifential an ar- 
“ tide of police.” I then ventured, with as much delic.'icy 
as pofiiblc, to point out one material abide in the prifons 
of Warluw, which I thought might probably be in his 
niajelly’s pow'cr to alleviate at Icaft, if not to remedy, 
'rhe circurartance which 1 alluded to w'as, that there is 
no feparate room for the accommodation of fick pri- 
Ibners ; at the fame time I begged pardon for this in- 
ftance of prefumption, ' which nothing but my compaffion 
for the unfortunate could have extoited from me. “ He 

* ^cc the latter part of Chny. V, 
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whjoi^eads the eaufe of the unhappy,” replied his m^gefty, 

“ is always liltened to with pleafure an expreffion I ftiall « ^ 

never forget, and which convinced me, by the pathetic man- 
ner in which it was uttered, that it was the real lentiments of 
his heart. The turn of the converfation led the king to en- 
large upon the code of laws preparing for the inl'pedlion of 
the approaching diet ; when his majefty expatiated, with 
peculiar fatisfadfion, upon feveral beneficial regulations cal- 
culated to promote the impartial adminittration ofjuftice. 

‘‘ Happy Engliftiraen !” exclaimed the king, “ your houfe is 
“ raifed, and mine is yet to build.” Every part of this con- 
ference imj)rcired me with the higheft opinion of the king’s 
benevolence, patriotiftn, and legiflative abilities. 

After flipper, which pafiedolf no lei's agreeably than the 
])receding entertainments, we were prel'entcd to take leave, 
when the king condefeended to inquire of us the route wc 
intended to take; and to point out what was moft likely to 
occur worthy of ohfervation. “ Your majefty,” 1 ventured 
to obferve, “ has omitted the manufadlures which yon have 
“ ellablilhed at Grodno “ An Englilhman,” replied the 
king, “ after having feen the manufadlures of his own 
“ country, will find little deferving his curiolity in any other, 

“ and particularly in this kingdom,, where there is I'uch a 
“ fettled averfion to commerce. The cftablifliment at Grodno > 

“ is but a beginning : I conlider it only as a pledge of my fu-- 
“ ture intentions.” I then mentioned the netv regulations in. 
the univerfity of Vilna,and the foundation of a phy lie-garden, 
at Grodno. “ You are deceived by the fin|ilarity of names. 

“ An Englifli univerfity is as much fuperior to foreign fc- 
“-njinaries, as your nation excels all others in the cultivation. 

* See Chap, VI. article Grqdno. 
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BOOK It of literature, and the encouragement given to genius and 
— ‘‘ abilities. The academy at Vilna is more the image of 
« what it was, and of what it ought to be, than an objei^ of 
a traveller’s curiofity." He then gracioufly exprefled his 
regret at our departing fo foon from Warfaw, and, wifliing 
us a good journey, retired. 

I flatter myfelf, that I fliall not appear too minute in re- 
lating all thefe circumftances ; the. familiar incidents of do- 
meftic life place the charadler of a fbvereign in a truer point 
of view than the more fplendid occurrences of public gran- 
deur, where the real difpofition is often dilguifed by form, 
or facriflced to policy. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Villanow the favourite palace of John Sobiefki.— of 
that monarch. ^-^Circumjiances of bis death. — Intrigues of 
bis queen. — Divijion and cabals of bis family, — Fortunes of 
bis children. — Extindlion of bis name. — Genealogical table 
of bis defcendants, 

A ugust 6. We paflod the day at Villanow, where we ciiai’. 

dined with prince Zartorifki. He is a fine old man, , 
near fourfcore, and. lives in the true llyle of ancient hofpi- 
tality : he is conftantly attended by his own guards, which 
I mention, not as being peculiar to him, who enjoys the firft 
offices of the republic, but becaufe it leads me to remark 
that every Polilh nobleman may have as many guards as 
he can afford to maintain. 

The prince keeps an open table, at which there are fel- 
dom lefs than twenty or thirty covers. His revenues are 
large, amounting to near 100,000 fterling annum \ 
and his ftyle of living correfponds to this great income. 

Villanow was built by John Sobiefki the conqueror of the 
Turks and deliverer of Vienna : it was the favourite refi- 
dence of that great monarch, where he moftly lived when 
not in arms, and where he clofed his days. The palace, be- 
ing fold after his death, came by marriage into the family 
of Zartorifki ; it was lent to Auguftus II. who confiderably 
enlarged it. The outfule is ornamented with fevcral liaflo 
relievos, reprefenting the principal vidlories of John Sobiefki, 
which were probably added by Auguftus ; for the former 
VoL. I. B b was 
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BOOK ^vas too mocleft and unaffuming to ere£t monuments of his 
_ ‘ ^ nvvn glory. 

The jcra of John Sobiefki, fplendid in itfelf, appears more 
luminous, when contrafted with the darknefs which preceded, 
and followed. The reigns of his immediate predeceflc)r 
and fucceflbr were convulfed with internal commotions ; but 
the fpirit of difcord and anarchy was laid for a time by his 
tranfcendent genius. Under his aufpices Poland lecmed to 
revive from the calamities which had long opprelfed her,, 
and again to recover her antient fplendotu’ ; fuch is the 
powerful afcendency of a great and fuperior mind. His 
military talents require no other teftimony than the vi(51;ory 
of Chotzim, the recovery of the Ukraine, repeated defeats 
of the Turks and Tartars, and the deliver'^ of Vienna ; wliilc 
an exadt infight into the laws and conftitution of his coun- 
try, a manly and perfuafivc eloquence, a love and protec- 
tion of literature, an accurate knowlege of foreign lan- 
guages, and an unceafing habit of affability, moderation, and 
temperance, render him no lefs anobjedlof our admiration 
in his civil capacity 

But the monarch, .who could allay the ferments of puldic 
fadlion, could not fupprefs the domeftic diflentions of hio 
own family ; and the fame great prince, who kept a turbu- 
lent people in awe, and chaftifed the moft formidal)le ene- 
mies, was himfelf under the controul of his confort, a French. 

.* Dr. Sovuh, in his Account of Poland, * the Sclavonian, he urui rilaiids thcLatk*, 
ihiis cltlcribcs John Sobielki ; “The king French, Italian, (^Tnian, and TurkiOi 

is .a very Vv ilh-ipokcn prince, very cafy of iaiigiidgcr. : He delights iinuli in na- 

accefs, and c>:H-cn.ie^civil, having moil: of cira^ hillory, and - in all the ]>.irrs ot 
“ the tpialiiic.; rcqiiilite to form a toniplete phytic* He is wont to reprimand t e 

“ gcntleiT'.an, He is not only well verfed clergy lor not admitting the iiiodcrn pn;-’ 

‘4 in all iviilit -ry alfairs, but likewife, through lofdphy, fnch as Lc (i rand's and Carte- 

“ the ineans (jf a i itiich education^ very fus's, into the iinivcrlifics and fchools/' 

‘ opnienti}- fiored with nil polite and fcho- c. hoiuli’s Poflhunious Works, p. 24* 

■ ' -Iaft!(;al ie^irning. hefidos his own tongue^ 

iftdy 
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lady*, of exquifite beauty and elegant manners, but of 
reftlefs intrigue, infatiable avarice, and inordinate ambition. < — . — 
This unprincipled woman fomented a fpirit of difunion 
and jealoufy among her children ; and loaded her eldcft 
fon with every fpecies of indignity. She formed and fup- 
ported an adminiftration called, by way of derifion, the 
Jewifh junto ; and introduced into the royal houfliold a nar*- 
row parfimony unbecoming the dignity of a powerful fo- 
vereign : in a word, by a feries of oftenfive and wicked mea- 
fures, flie loft her hufband the afFe£lion of his fubje<fts; and 
rendered the clofe of his reign as odious, as the preceding 
part had been popular and glorious. 

The decline of Sobiefki’s life was clouded with afflidion. 
lie felt himfelf a ix'ey to a lingering difeafe-f ; yet, inftead of 
deriving any comfort from his neareft connexions, he ex- 
perienced an aggravation of his diftrefs from the unnatural 
contefts of his children, and the intriguing fpirit of his wife. 

The decay of his authority, and the indecent cabals almoft 
openly carrying on about the choice of liis fucceflbr, affeXed 
in the ftrongeft manner a perfon of his extreme fenfibility t 
his fubjeXs, inftead of lamenting, feemed eagerly tp antici- 
pate his diflblution. Yet, even in this deplorable ftate, the 
king’s equanimity, founded on religion and philofophy, did 
not forfake him ; and he retained, even upon his death- 
bed, that mixture of ferioufnefs and gaiety, ftrength of rea- 
fbning and quicknefs of repartee, which fo ftrongly marked 
his charaXer. 

He died on the .lytkof June, 1696. Some ftriking in- 
cidents, immediately preceding his death, are tianfm.tted to 
us by the chancellor Zaluflei billiop of Plotiko, who was 
prefent when he expired. 

* Marie dc ia Grange. See p. 190. 

t His iilnefs was a complication of diforders, gout, (lone, afthma, drop fy, 
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BOOK Some alarming fymptoms in Sobiefki’s diforder having; 
awakened the queen’s folicitude about the fucceffipn to bi* 
fortune, (lie earneftly importuned Zalufki to prefent himfelf 
before the king, and infinuate fome advice with reipedt to 
the dil'ijofition of his affairs. The bifliop, when he entered the 
apartment, finding the king in> an agony of excruciating 
pain endeavoured to give him comfort and hopes of 
jecoyery. But Sobielki replied,. “ I forefee my approaching 
“ death my fituation will be the fame to-morrow as it is to- 
“ day all confolation is now too late then, fetdiing a 
deep figh, his majefty alked him “ why he came fo feldom to 
“ court, and in what manner he employed himfelf at his^ 
“ diocefe alone !” Zalufki, after expatiating uiK)n the du- 
ties of his epifcopal office and the refourcesof literature,, 
artfully turned the difcourfe to, the bufinefs in queftion,. 
“ Lately,” faid he, << I have been employed in no very 
“ agreeable, yet neceffary duty : weighing the frail condition 
“ of human nature, remembering, that as Socrates and 
“ Plato fo all men muff die and confidiering the tliffeiifions- 
which may, arife among my relations after my deceafc, I 
“ have taken an inventory of my ^e£ts,.and have difpofed 
“ of them by will.” The king, who law the pur}X)rt of hiS' 
difcourfc, interrupted him with a loud laugh,. and exclaimed,, 
in a quotation from. Juvenal f, “ mediam contun-- 

dite venam” What, my Lord 4iffioi) ! you whofe judge- - 
' ment and good fqnfe I, have, fo long, efteemcd,. do you- 
make your will ? What an ufelefs lofs of time !” &c... 
Not difcouraged by this fally, the bilhop perfevered in fug-- 
gcfling, “ that in.juftice to his family and country, he ought': 

* Zaliilki, Kpift. vol. III. p. j — 14. “ vein.” In applying this pafTage, the king , 

t Juvenal, Sat, VI. 1 . 40* “Open a meant to iiifiiuiace'that the biihop was mad. , 

5 without: 
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“ without delay to regulate the difpofition of his effects, and 
to declare his final inclinationsi” “ For God’s fake,” re- « — — < 
turned Sobiefki with a more ferious tone, “ do not fuppofe 
“ that any good will arife in this age ! when vice has in- 
“ creafed to fuch an enormous degree, as almoft to exclude 
“ all hopes of forgivenefs from the mercy of the Deity ! Do^ 

“ you not fee how great is the public iniquity, tumult, and' 

“ violence? allftrive who fliall blencbgood and evil without 
“ diftindtion : the morals of ray fubjedls are overturned ;• 

“ will you again rellorethem? My orders are not attended 
“ to while I am alive ; can I expedt to be obeyed when 1 am 
“ dead ? That man is happy, who with his own hand dif- 
“ pofes of his effedls, which cannot be cntrufted with fecu- 
“ r-ity to his executors ; while they who leave a will adl 
abfurdly, for configning to the care of others what is more 
“ fecure in the hands of their neareft relations. Have not 
“• the regulations of the kings my predeceflbrs been defpifed 
“ after their deaths ? Where corruption univerfally prevails, 

“ judgement is obtained by money ; the voice of confeiencc 
“ is not heard, and reafon and equity are no more.” Then, 
fuddenly giving a ludicrous turn to the conver^H^n, he 
exclaimed, “ What can you fay to this, Mr. Will-maker 
On the I yth of June, the king growing worfe, the billiop 
was again fiimraoned to Villanow, when his majefty heard, 
prayers, and was particula^'ly fervent in his devotion. After 
dinner, while he was converfing with bis ufual gaiety in- 
the prefence of Zalulki and the abbe Polignac, he was fud- 
denly feized with a ftrofce of apoplexy; but recovering a 
little, he confellfed, and, having received abfolution and ex- 
treme undtioiij expired almoft without a groan, in the 66th. 

♦ Qijid ad hoec Domine tefliinentarlc ! 
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^ooK of i;jis ^gc, aiid the 23d of his reign, on the fame day 
vl—' in which he was railed to the throne. The name of Sobiefki 
is now extin(Sl. My veneration for this great man prompted 
me to inquire into the fortunes of his family. 

Sobiefki ^ left behind him his wife Marie de la Grange, 
three fons, James, Alexander, and Conftantine, and one 
daughter Therefa Cunigunda. Marie his wife, daughter of 
Henry de la Grange captain of the guards to Philip duke of 
Orleans, and of Francis de la Chartre, was maid of honour to 
Louifa queen of Ladiflaus IV. She was firft married to Rad- 
zivil prince of Zamoiki; within a month after his deceafeflie 
efpoufed John Sobieiki in fecret, and brought him in dower 
a large portion and the favour of his fovereign. Her influ- 
ence over her hufband, and the ill ufo Ihe made of her 
power when he afeended the throne, have been already dif- 
played. 

James Louis, the eldeft fon of Sobiefki, was born at Paris 
in 1667. He accompanied his father to the relief of Vienna, 
in the i6th year of his age, and narrowly efcaped being 
llain in an adlion near Banan in Hungary. He afterwards 
gave rix|Hgnal proofs of his military talents, that, upon his 
father’s^difpofition in the campaign of 1687 againft the 
Turks/ he was intrufted with the command of the army, 
although only in the 21 ft year of his age; ar.l received 
from the foldiers all the honours afually paid only to the 
kings of Poland ; a Angular mark of deference in an eletftive 
monarchy, and which gave encouragement to an expedlation 
of the throne at his father’s deceafe. . His father promoted 
this view with the utmoft exertion of his intereft ; but this 
projedf was entirely difconcerted by the indiferetion of the 

The abbe Coyer has written the Life and, what is remarkable in a French hifto- 
(jf Sobiefki with great fpirit and fidelity ; rian, has cited his authorities. 
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prince, and the reftlefs intrigues of the queen, who, having 
conceived the ftrongeft antipathy to her eldeft fon, and a no' — ^ 
lefs violent prediledtion in favour of her fecond fon Alex- 
ander a prince of a more tradable difpolition, facrificed the 
dignity of hUfamily to a blind impulfe of parental partiality. 

Sobieiki had fear cel y expired, before the cabals, which 
even his authority could hardly fupprefs, broke out vith 
undiffembled violence. The divilion of the king’s treafure 
caufed the moil indecent difputes and altercations between 
bis widow and children. Jame^. without a moment’s delay, 
endeavoured, though in vain, to feize it by force, but w as 
anticipated by the queen’’', who, by the affiftance of the abbe 
Polignac, fent it into France. She had three great objeds 
in view ; either tq obtain the crown for Mexander, whom 
file was fecure of governing; to promote the election of 
Count Jablonoulki, great general of the crown, wdth an 
intention of marrying him ; or to favour the pretenfions of 
the prince of Gonti^ warmly fupported by Louis X’ V. At 
all events flie was firmly rcfolved to procure the exclufion of 
her eldell fon, and this was the only point flie carried. Had: 
the family of Sobieiki been unanimous, James ft have 
been eleded king ; but no fubraiffion t could foften the im- 


* The fji'cen fent 3,000,000 French * 
jlvTfs iz ^1:5,000 into France. Larrey, ‘ 
llift. IjouIe XiV. V. IJ, p. 297, * 

t Zalufitihas given rhe following c^irlous ^ 
inllunce of the Cjncen’.s iinplac iblliry. “ I 
“ nnd other i'enator!! neconjpanitd prince 
“ James to the C^iecn’s at Ihoii/, bur her 
majefty being inthrmed of our approach, 
retired precipitately iVom the^palace in 
“ order to avoid the inrci view ; wc oyer- , 
“ took her about a Uiilc from Elelt?;, niui 
ordered the driver to flop,, while Hte re- 
** peatcdly urged him to con'inne his rout : 
length the ccachman, ahirnicd by our 

I. 


nunil)tT and threats, dopped the carriage* • 
‘ On onihadvaacing to the tpicm,- (he rc- 
ceivfd ns with great marks ofdilpleafnrc ; 
and although ihc prince preftrated him- 
‘ ielf before her, ami emliraced her feet-' 
‘ with the moll profor.iui refpt/l, lie was 
‘ pot .iblu to extort from her more rlun a » 

* fliort and cv:i(ive anlvver. ljp<qi his re- • 

* tiring, with his e-, cs full of tears, 1 n w. 

‘ Ielf uted fome endeavours to (often he;. 

‘ relcntmein ; whseh, however, .had no - 

* other clh:Ct ilian to draw from her l odi- 

* tiorial expref'jr.ns of thlguft and indigna-, 

‘ (ion.** Zuhidvi, vol. Ui, }). i 

likeable 
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■pooK placable refentment of the queen, who, even when (he 
found it impradlicable to feeure the eledlion of her favourite 
fon Alexander, or to compafs any of her other defigns, both 
in fecret and openly fet herfelf in oppofition to the pretenlions 
of James. When the diet of convocation aflei0|||ied at War- 
faw, the queen fummoned a meeting of fenators and uuntios 
iji her apartment, whom (lie addrefled in regard to her fon 
with all the virulence which inveterate fury could infpire, 
and all the affedled candour towards the Poles which the 
moft confummate hypocrify could fuggeft •*. Although 
“ I am not by birth a Pole, i am one by inclination, and am 
“ more attached to this nation than to my own family. 
“ Refle<5l maturely whom you will nominate your king in 
“ the place of my much-regretted hufband, and I fincerely 
“ recommend to you not to eleil one of ray children. I too 
“ well know all their difiwfitions ; and particularly caution 
you not to raife to the tlironc the eldeft prince James. 
“ His inconfiderate raflmefs will involve the kingdom in 
“ fpeedy and inevitable ruin.” The bifliop of Plotlko, 
though her creature, difgufted at thefe apjiearances of un- 
natural rancour, importuned her to defift ; but fiie exclaimed 
with greater violence : “ Do not interrupt me ; i will never 
“ retrail what I have faid, as I prefer the fafety of the re- 
“ l>ublic to my own interefts and the fplendour of mv fa- 
“ mily. I again exhort the Poles to eleil any candidate in 
preference to one of my children.” This virulent opix)- 
htion to the views of her eldell fon was but too fuccefsful : 
he tvas reje<5led by a great majority, .and the choice of the 
nation fell upon Auguftus elector of Saxony. 


♦ Zaliifk III. p, !Oj, 


The 
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The feqiiel of the hiftory of Sobiefki’s flunily, now rc- ciiAr. 
duced to a private ftation, will be comprifed in a fhort com • . , 

pafs. After the defeat of Avigiiftiis II. at the buttle of Cliflbw, 
Charles XII. determined to give a new king to Poland ; and 
his veneration for the memory of John Sobicfki induced him 
to offer that dignity to his eldcft ion. In confcquence of this 
refolution, Auguftus was declared l)y the primate unworthy 
to reign ; and a diet of election was convened at VVarfuw. 

James was then at Brellaw, impatiently expeding his nomi- 
nation to the throne fo worthily filled by his father, and from 
which he had been deprived by the unprecedented malice 
of a mother. But the ufual fingularity of his ill-fortune dill 
purfued him : as he was hunting with his brother Con- 
ftantine, a fmall detachment of Saxon horfemen furprized 
and carried him off; and, inftead of receiving a crown, he tvas 
confined in the caftle of PlcilTenburgh near Leipfic. Con- 
ftantine * might have efcaped ; but, from an impulfe of fra- 
ternal affedlion, voluntarily accompanied his brother into 
confinement, and adminiftered confolation under this griev- 
ous reverfe of fortune. This event happened on the 28th 
of February, 1704. 

In the month of September, 1706, the two brothers were 
removed to the fortrefs of Konigftein, as to a }>lacc of ftill 
greater fecurity ; but in December of the fame year fortu- 
nately obtained their enlargement, itpbn the requeft of 
Charles XII. at the conclufion of the celebrated treaty with 
Auguftus II. in which the latter w as compelled to abdicate 
the throne of Poland. .This abdication, however, did not 
revive the pretenfions of James to the crown, the elcilion 
having fallen, during his confinement, upon Stanillaus Let- 
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BOOK zmiki. From -this period James pafTed a private and retired 
. “v -. lifp, and feems to have entirely renounced all his views upon 
the crown of Poland. He died in 1 737 at Zolkiew in Red 
Ruffia, in the 70th year of his age; and in him, as the laft 
male of his family, the name of Sobiefki became extindl. 
His wife was Hedwige Eleonora daughter of Philip Wil- 
liam eledtor palatine ; by her he left two daughters, Mary 
Charlotte and Clementina Mary. 

The eldeft, Mary Charlotte, married in 1723 Frederic 
Maurice de la Tour duke of Bouillon, who dying within a 
few days after the marriage, (lie efpoiifed, with adifpenfation 
from the pojje, his brother Charles Godlfey the fame year. 
By him flic left ifllie a Ton, the j^refent duke of Bouillon, 
married to a lady of the houfe of Lorame, and a daughter, 
who efpoufed the duke of Rohan-Rohan, In thefe noble 
perfons and their progeny the female line of Sobiefki flill 
cxirts, 

Clementina Mary, the youngeft daughter of prince James, 
married at Montefiafcone,in 1719, James Edward Stuart, com- 


^ Siller of Flconora Magdalena wife of 
the eiiipcror l.eopolci. James had been firll 
contracUd in marriage to the widow of the 
elector of brandenburgh’s ^brother, a rich 
hcircis of the houfe of Radzlvil in Idthu.'inin, 
but upon tliis oceation he firit o^pericnccd 
that ill forrunc which afterwards attended 
him through life. “ An envoy was knt to 
Heiliii to negotiate the marriage, which 
“ was agreed upon by the elector’s and her 
conlcnt, :tndtl\c prince himfelf came thi- 
tlicr in perfon, with a uUmeruiis attend- 
** iiiicc, to eonlummatc it. At the fame time 
came to Ikvlin the clc^lor palatine’^ bro- 
^ thcr, prince Charles of Newbufg, brother, 
^ to the emprefs, to fee the ceremony of 
fhc marriage ; but this princefs, taking 
more fancy to him than to the prince of 
Poland, gave him encouragement to make 


•* his addrefTes to her ; whioh he did witl; 
that fuccefs, that he engaged her fo far 
and fo unexpectedly, that he was pri- 
vately married to her the night before Iho 
was to be married to the prince of Po- 
land, fo that prince James was forced l:o 
return back fhamefuliy ; which the king 
•ins father refented lo highly, that he was 
refolvcd to l;avc fatisfiuflion from the 
cliTlor of Brandenburg, for fuiTei ing his 
Ion to receive fo notorious an affront .at 
his court ; but the elcciur,. knowing no- 
thing of that private intrigue, juilified 
h’liulclf, and all animofities were at l?fl 
adjuiied by prince James’s marrying Ihs 
** rivaPs filler the princefs of Ncuburg, who 
“ was lent into Poland, and has twodnuglv- 
tens by him.” Connor’s Hiftory^f Po- 
land, v. il. p. 188, 189, 
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monly knowD by the name of the Chevalier dc St. George, 
the pretender to the Britifli throne. This princefs, though < — ^ 
a woman of great perfonal and mental endowments, could 
not engage the affedion of her hufb.uid; and flie was fo of- 
fended at his attachment to a favourite millrefs, that flic 
withdrew from his houfe, and remained for fome time in 
a convent near Rome. Afterwards, being reconciled to him, 
file died at Rome on the i8th of June, 1735, aged 3 j ; her 
death, according to the account of a writer attached to the 
Stuart family, was occafioned by religious abllincnce and 
too fevere mortifications : her remains were interred with 
regal pomp in the church of St. Peter, and a fumptuous 
monument was creeled to her memory. She left two fons 
by the Chevalier, .who are now alive : Charles, ufually 
termed count of Albany ; and Henry, cardinal of Yorke. 
Charles married the princefs of Stolberg, by whom he has 
no children : a mifunderftanding not long after their mar- 
riage taking place between them, flic quitted her hufliand, 
and took flielter in a convent in the 'fufean .dominions ; 
and, as her quarrel was efpoufed by the cardinal of Yorke, Ihc 
has obtained a reparation for life. We may therefore fore- 
fee the extindion of the Sobielki line in the Stuart branch. 

The ample patrimony of James Sobielki w as divided ccjnall v 
between his two daughters. Having lent a confiderable fuiTi 
to the houfe • of Aulh'ia,, he obtained in return a luoitgagc 
upon certain eftaites in Silefia, which, iqxin the divilion of the* 
property after his deccafe, fell to the Stuart family, and were 
in their polTefllon when the king of Pruffia Iccurcd Silclia 
in the year 1740. His PruITian majeity confifeated ihcle 

* Letfers from a Painter in Italy, where her funeral anil monninciit h dcf.r h TJ 

IL p. 56. 
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BOOK to himfelf by right of conqueft ; and the houfe of 
. ' . Anfi-rifi never made any further compenfation for the above- 

mentioned loan. 

Alexander, fecond fon of John Sobielki, was born at 
Dantzic in 1677 ; and as he was brought into the world after 
his father had been railed to the throne, he was iifually 
ftylcd by his mother, who adored him, the fon of the king ; 
while flie alFcdted to call his brother James, who was born 
before his father’s election, the fon of the great marlhal. 
Excited by his mother’s partiality, and inflamed by an am- 
bition natural to youth, he even afpired to the throne in op- 
pofition to his brother James ; afterwards however, when a 
more mature age had correiled his palTions, and his mother’s 
influence had ceafed to millcad him, he declined, from a 
principle of fraternal affection, the acceptance of that very 
crown, which had once been the objedl of his warmeft hopes. 
When Charles XII. tipon the imprifonment of James, offered 
the crown of Poland to Alexander, the latter, with a dilin- 
tercllednefs which refledls the higheft honour upon his me- 
mory, refufed it with this generous declaration, “ that no 
“ intcreft fliould tcnijit him to avail himfelf of his brother’s 
“ misfortunes 

Alexander pafled his days principally at Rome w-ith the 
queen his mother. During his relidence in that city, he 
never made his appearance at thcjcourt of Clement XI. be- 
( aufe that pontiff had refufed to receive him with the marks 
of difliniflion which he claimed as a king’s fon. Rut the 
honours which were withheld from, him w’hile alive, were 
granted unto liim w'hen dead ; his body being permitted to 
lie in royal iVate, and to be interred with the fame ceremonies, 
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which attended the funeral of Chriftina queen of Sweden. 

He expired in June 1714, having afllimed uixin liis death -* — ^ 
bed the habit of a capuchin, from a fuperllitious notion of 
inltiring his falvation ■*. 

Conftantinc, having regained his liberty at the fame time 
with his brother James, married a German baronefs, maid 
of honour to the princefs of Ncuburg ; a marriage of jiaffion,- 
f<)on followed by repentance, and from wdiich he in vain en- 
deavoured to procure a releafe by a tlivorcc. He deccafed 
in 1726 without children. 

Therefa Cunigunda, the daughter of John Sobielki, mar- 
ried in 1696 Maximilian Emanuel elector of Bavaria, and 
died a widow 1730. Her foil Charles Albert, who Ihc- 
ceeded to the eledtorate of Bavaria, was the unfortunate cm- 
peror Charles VII. and her grandfon Maximilian Jofeph- 
expired in 1778 without itllie. Her grand-daughter Maria 
Antonietta married Frederic Chrillian elcdtor of Saxony ; and 
the blood of John Sobiefki Hill flows in the veins of tlieir 
progeny, the prel'ent elcdtoral family. 

Marie de la Grange, the confort of John Sobielki, palled 
the lirtt part of her widowhood at Borne witli her fatlicr the 
marquis of Arquien, wdio, from being captain of the Swils 
guards to the duke of Orleans, had been promoted by her 
interell to the dignity of cardinal. She toniinucd to relidc 
in th.at city until the year 1^7 1 4, when flie retired into France,, 
her native country. Louis XIV. alligned her the eallle of 
Blois for her refnience, where Ihc died in i 7 1 6 i, above 70 
years of age. Her remains were tranlported to Warfaw, and 
from thence conveyed, together with thofc of her hulband in< 
1734, Cracow, and interred in the cathcalral of that city J. 

J Lcn^nich, Ilirt. j). 3140. 
Genealogicali 
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John Sobicrici died June 17, 1696 ; married Marie de ia Grange, v;ho died at Bioi: 
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Coins of Poland. — Pulf/Ic library.-— State of learning. — Lite- 
rature encouraged by the king. — Wretched adminiflration of 
. jiijlice. — Prifons of ^z.xh\f.—Puni/ljments for criminal 
offences. — Torture abolfhed. — Laws relating to debtors. 

B EEORE our departure from Warfaw we vifited fome cuap. 

obje^ls of literary curiofity ufually feen l)y foreigners. . , 

We firft adjourned to the palace to examine fome coins and 
medals relative to 'the hillory of Poland. The count of 
Ma/.in-fki, natural fon of Auguftus III purchafed the grcatell 
jiart of this collodion, and prefented ii to his jirclcnt majefty. 

1 Hull not enter upon any account of the foreign coins and 
medals, hut content myfelf with mentioning a lew wliich 
relate to Poland. 

The earliell coin is that of Bolellaus I. fon of Micillaus, 
the firft Polifti prince converted to Chriftianity : this piece 
of money was ftruck in 999, probably footi after the intro- 
dudion of coining into Poland. There was no head of the 
fovereign upon it, only the Polillr eagle on one fulc, and a 
crown on the reverfe. 

The feries of coins is broken until Sigifmond I. from 
whofe acceftion it is continued in an unintcrrui<ted line, 

Henry of Valois excepted; during whofe Ihort reign no 
money v.'as ftruck in Poland. I noticed a curious pictc of 
Albert of Brandtnbvirgh as duke of Pruftia, after he had 
wrefted that country from the Teutonic kniehts, 'Phe 

Prulh.ai 
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book prufTian eagle is marked with an S, to fliew that Albert held 
-i^i-.'his lands as feudal and tributary to Sigifmond I. There was 
a fine medal in honour of John Sobielki’s raifing the fiegc 
of Vienna, with the following panning infeription : Urbem 
firvajlis et orbeni. 1 likewife obferved a medal of his prefent 
majefty, call in the late turbulent times ; it had a well- 
executed likenefs of the king on one fide, and on the reverie 
an emblem' of civil commotions, a fliip in a ftorm with the 
cl alii cal allufion, Ne cede malis. 

The public library next engaged our attention. The col- 
ledlion owes its beginning to the private bounty of two 
billiops of the family of Zalulki ; the following infeription 
is over the door ; “ Civium ufui perpetuo Zaluficorum par il- 
“ lujlre dicavit 1714.” It has fince received feveral large ad- 
ditions from various benefailors ; and, as the librarian in- 
formed me, contains above 100,000 volumes. It is very rich 
in books and manuferipts relating to the Polilh hillory. 

I have only a few obfervations to make upon the general 
Hate of literature in Poland, my ftay in this country not be- 
ing long enough to collej^l a more circumftantial account. 

There are two univerfities,onc atCracow, and the other at 
Vilua ; the former was under the diredlion of priclls, called 
Academicians ; and the latter was fuiterintended by the Je- 
fuits ; but in both, the courfe of Ihidies was chiefly confined 
to tlieology. Since the fui)preflion of the Jefuits, the king 
has ellabliflaed a committee of education, compofed of mem- 
bers dillinguiflied either hy high llation, or enlightened un- 
derlhindings. The committee has an abfolute power in 
matters ot education ; appoints profelTors ; regulates their 
falary ; and directs their itudies. The advantages of tliis 
regulation have already been experienced. 

Although 
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Although from tlie nature of the government learning 
has never been widely difFufed in Poland, yet there never ^ 
have been wanting men of genius and literature, who have 
been an ornament to their country : and ixrhaps no nation 
■can boall: a more regular fuccellion of excellent hillorians ; or 
/a greater variety of writers deeply converfant in tlie laws, 
llatutes, and coiiftitution. Under Sigifmond 1. and his fon 
Sigifmond Auguftus,the arts and fciences began to be greatly 
diftinguiflied by royal patronage ; they were cherilhed by 
lume of the fucceeding monarchs, particularly John Sobielki; 
but no prince has paid them more attention than the i)rercnt 
king Stanillaus Auguftus. Ilis munificence in this parti- 
cular has been attended with the ha])pic{l effedls. I'he Po- 
lilh literati have, within a few )cars, given to the public .a 
much greater variety of elegant performances than ever aj)- 
peared in any former period of the fame length. What is 
more material, a talle for fcience has fpread itfelf amonv* 
the nobles, and begins to be regarded as an accompliflimcnt. 

The enlargement of mind, derived by thefc licentious fpirits 
from this new purfuit, has already weaned fcveral of them 
from their habits of barbarous turbulence, and greatly hu- 
manized their civil deportment. It may, perhaps, in time 
teach them thoroughly to comprehend tlie true intcred of 
their country, and the expedience of «luc Aibordination, hi- 
therto deemed incompatiblc-with lil)erty : thefc itetty (lel\)ots 
will, perhaps, be induced to lay afidc tliat contempt for their 
vaffals ; they will perceive that the burghers and peafants 
are the true fupports of their country ; and that Poland 
wants nothing but juftice and order to become as flourifljiiig 
as the neighbouring dates. 

During my day at W'arfaw I vifitcd the fcveral prifons ; 
and made inquiries into the nature of the various tribunals, 

VoL. I. D d and 
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BOOK and into the different modes of punifhmcnt for criminal of- 
fences: my engaging in this employment was principally 
owing to a cafual meeting 1 had at Vienna with the benevo- 
lent Mr. Howard, whole humane attention to the outcafls of 
fociety has refleded fo much honour on himfelf and his« 
country. In firming him that I was proceeding to the''' 

Northern kingdoms, 1 intimated an intention to examine the 
Hate of the prifons and penal laws in thofe countries ; and 
profeired a readinefsto lay before him the refult of my ob- 
fervations. Mr. Howard approved my defign, fuggetled 
fcveral ufcful hints, and even didated fome fpecific quef- 
tions tending greatly to facilitate my inquiries. 

1 fliall not enter upon adefeription of the prifons in War- 
hawq as they aflxirded fcarcely any thing worthy of parti- 
cular obfervation ; I lhall therefore confine myfelf to the 
general adminiltration of julfice. 

Atrocious crimes, fuch as murder, 8cc. are punilhed by 
bchcatling or hanging ; Idler delinquencies by w hi])[)ing, 
I'.ard labour, and imprifonment : the nobles never fuller any 
corporal punilhment ; but are liable only to im[nifonmcnt 
and death. 

Torture was abolillicd in 1776, by an edid of the diet, 
introduced by the influence of the king ; a regulation as 
cxprelUvc of his majelly’s judgement as of his benevolence. 

It is an infmite fatisfadion to fcc^the ri^hts of humanity ex- 
tending thcmfelves in countries, where they had been but 
little known ; a circumflance that mull call a great refledion 
on ihofe nations which, like Erance, have attained the high- 
cil i itrU v;f civilization, and yet retain the ufelefs and barba- 
rous cailUim of torture ■■■. 

Ac; ' / e. v/ff.'t fAor iIk' inlliction been Intely nbollHicd in p'rance ; but the 

Acir. rf, lor li'.o contcriioii «!' a torture iilcd For the diicjvciy of uccoui- 

*.:i . c !u'ui ;;n ,A\ i..rvl rtil’on, has indeed pliccs is ltii.1 retained. 


The 



administration of justice. 


The defects of the police in this country are by no cir- 
cuniftances fo ftrongly evinced, as by the frequent inii)iinity 
of the moft atrocious crimes : this abide may be traced 
from the following caufes. 

1. 'Fhe greatcll criminals find at times little dilhculrY 
in engaging the protciftion of fome of the j»rincipal nobles, 
who occalionally ailcmblc their vaiHds ami retainers in as in- , 
and drive the ofliccrs of julliee from their lands, 'fhis anar- 
chy refcmbles the Hate of Europe in the 1 4th centurv, dur- 
ing the prevalence of the feudal laws, when every great 
baron podefl'ed territorial jurildidtion, and was almoft eciual 
in authority to the king-. 

2. The law, elteemcd by the Polifli gentry the great hid- 
warkof their liberty, which enacts •'g tluit no gentleman ( an 
be arretted for mililcmcanors until lie is coiuidcd of them, 
notwitliftanding the Itrongell degree of jircfumptive jrroot : 
the oflender, of courfc, if likely to he found guilty, takes 
care to withdraw himfelf before the comjdetion of the pio- 
eefs. Murder indeed, and robbery on the big) 1 way, and a 
few other cajdtal crimes, are excluded from this jnivilc.^c ; 
but even in thofe flagrant enormities no gentleman can be 
taken into cultody, unlcl's a<itually tqiprehended in the (om- 
miffion of the olFcnce ; and when the (.rime is thus poli- 
tively afeertained, which in the nature of things can leldom 
occur, the culprit cannot he fcntenceil to capital punithment 
by any other tribunal than a diet. 

3. The right which every town jvolfciies of having its 
own criminal courts of juftice, witli judges ieiected liilely 
from the inhabitants. Many of thcTc towns arc at preie.it 
reduced to fuch a low ftate, as fcarccly to deferve the name 
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?<^K of villages : in thefe places, ofcourfe^ the judges are necef- 
•— farily perfons crfthe loweft defcrlption, and totally untjualified 
for the clifcharge of their high office. Innocence aiidguilt,. 
by this means, are often not diftinguiffied,, and as often 
wantonly confounded.. Not only the power of levying dif* ; 
cretionary fines, but the inflidlion of corporal puniffiment, 
and even df death itfelf,. is entrufted to thefe contemptible 
tribunals. The chancellor Zamoilki has, in the new code 
of laws which he is preparing, for the inl^jedion of the diet,, 
defcribed the abufes of thefe petty courts of juftke in the 
moft forcible language;. and.pEopofes,.as the only adequate 
refnedy of the evil, to annihilate this right of penal jurit 
didion in all but nine of the. principal towns. 

4. There ane no. public officers whofe province it is to 
profecute the olFenders in the king’s name. Hence, even in 
cafe of mundec, robbery upon the highway, and the mod. 
atrocious crimes, the delinquent generally efcapes, unlefs 
fome individual indids and brings him to trial t this feldom 
happens, as the procefs is attended with 110 fmall lhare of 
expence. 

The jurifdidion of the great marihal is almoft the only 
• exception to this flagrant defed of common jufdce. His ju- 

Kifdidion is in force in the place where the king refides, and, 
to the diflanceof thr«e Polifh miles. Within that diftrid the 
great marffial can arreft and profe;cute for crimes of felony 
without any plaintiff. In cafes alfo of high treafon, certain, 
officers of the crown,., called inJligiUQ^ 4 Sf are irapowered of 
their own motion to cite- fufpicious perfons before the diet. 

5. The power which every plaintiff poflefles- of with- 
drawing his profecution, even in cafes of the greateff enor- 
mity ; this cuflom fcreens all but the indigent from the pur- 
fuir of juftice ; as perlbns of. moderate property are generally 

i able 
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#Ble to bribe the neceffity or avarice of their profecutor. 

This practice, founded on a narrow principle, that outrages > i 
againft individuals are merely private, not public offences, is 
an inftance of the grofTeft barbarifm, which all civiliml 
» nations have renounced ; for it requires a very fmall degree 
of legiflative improvement to perceive, that private wrongs, 
when unchaftized, become highly injurious to the commu- 
nity at large, by affording encouragement to lirailar offences. 

In vifiting the prifons I faw the bad effeifls of this ufage 
exemplified in a ftriking inftance. Two perfons, indided for 
the affaflination of a Jew, had been permittedjo remain in 
prifon upwards of a twelvemonth, without being brought to 
a trial. The widow of the deceafed, upon whofe accusa- 
tion they were impyiSoned, having agreed, on the payment of 
a ftipulated fum, to drop the fuit and grant them a rcleafe, 
their inability to Satisfy fipr demand had been the only 
reaSon for detaining tlicm fo long in confinement ; and as 
when I faw them they had juft railed the money, they were 
upon the point of obtaining a final difchjflrge. 

From this fketch of the adminiftration of jufticc in this 
country, the exj^fetliency of a thorough refonnation is very 
apparent. That able legiftator count Zamoilki, in the new 
code of lavvs which 1 have frequently had occalion to 
mention, has paid particular attention to the amendment 
of the criminal laws. ,But as any innovations in the 
courts of juftice, calculated to produce any efrential benefit, 
mult materially infringe the privileges of the nobles, and 
counteradl the national j>rejudices, the moft nfefid code can 
fcarcely expert to receive the fandlion of the diet. 

The laws relating to debtors are as follow. The creditor 
proceeds againft the debtor at his own cxi)enre ; and, until 
tJie trial is finiflied, allows him eight grofehens, or tliree 
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BOOK half-pence, a clay for his maintenance ; when the debt 
j — .-^is proved, the creditor is releafed from the above-mentioned 
coMtril)ntion : the debtor continues in prifon, at the difere- 
tion of his creditor, until the debt is difeharged ; and, if he 
has no means of fubfiftence', is obliged to maintain himfelf 
by working with the delinciuents in cutting wood, fawing 
done, or cleaning the ftreets. 

In cafe a gentleman contraifls a debt, an aeSlion lies agahift 
his lands and goods, and not againft his perfon, unlefs he 
gives a note of hand with a double fignature, one intended 
as an afcertaijpnient of the debt, the other as a renunciation of 
his exemption from arretts; but a perfon of high diflindion, 
even though he Ihould bind himfelf by this engagement, 
can bid defiance to all danger of imprifonment. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Departure from Warfaw.—Bialli flock. — TLntertalnmc.it cU 
the countefs of palace. — Duichy <?/ Lithuania, — 

Its union with Poland. — Defcriptton 0/ Grodno. — Dicis.-— 
Pbyfic garden. — General producftoiis of Lidiuania. — Ac- 
count of the Wild-ox. — Of tbeRemiz ami its pendent neii . — 
Manufadlures. — Entertainments. — Hofpitality of tbe Poles. 
•—Llebiion-dinnery and ball. 

B EFOPiE we quitted Warfaw we reccis^ed another infl.ui( (? ch.M' 
of his majerty’s wonderful condefcenlion, a letter w i ii- 
ten with his own hand to the pofl-mafler at Grodno, onk i iiig 
that we fliould receive every accommodation which could he 
procured, and tliat wc fliould he permitted to vilit the ma- 
nufadures and every objeifl of curiofity. 

We (piitted the capital on the i oth of Augufl, crofled tlie 
Viflula, and paflTed through the luburhs of Praga. About an 
Englifli mile from Warfaw a forert begins, and continues, 
with little interruption, to the diliance of eighteen miles. 

At Wengrow wc obferved a fine cor})s of Kufliati troops 
quartered in the village. Some of the [ilaccs in our 
route, though extremely wretched, enjoyed their own police 
and courts of juftice ; they confifled of wooden huts, nioflly 
thatched, fome roofed with, wood, and a few with tiles. "I !'e 
country was chiefly famly and level until wc arrived at tb.c 
Bog, which we crofled afcGran : the river was broad and 
fliallow. We afeended from its banks a fmall life, and found 
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L ^ was not unpleafant, running through fields fown with dif- 
ferent fpecies of corn, hemp, and flax ; but we never loft 
light of the foreft, and always faw it Ikirting the horizon. 
Jh many places I obferved the wood encroaching upon the 
fields, and young trees (hooting up in great numbers where- 
ever cultivation had been neglected. I was informed that 
this is the cafe in moft parts of Poland, many traces of fortoer 
enclofures, and even the veftiges of paved ftreets, being dif- 
cernible in the centre of the forefts. 

The largeft place we pafTed through was BieKk, capital of 
the palatinate of Podalachia, where the dietine for the dif- 
tri£l is held ; it j^ little better than a miferable village, though 
called, in the geographical deferiptions of Poland, a large 
town. Between Biellk and Woytfzi our wheel was nearly 
taking fire, and while we flopped at a fmall village to have it 
greafed, I entered feveral cottages, which I found infinitely 
worfe even than thofe wretched dwellings which I had before 
examined in the towns where the inhabitants were more free; 
in the latter we obferved furniture and fome conveniences ; 
in thefe nothing but the bare walls. The peafants were per- 
fect (laves, and their habitations and appearance correfponded 
with their milerable (ituation : I coultl fcarcely have figured 
' to myfelf fuch obje<fts of poverty and mifery. The country 
we traverfed from Warfaw to Bialliftock. was in general 
fandy ; but in fome places the foil was very rich. All parts 
were fit for cultivation, and many fpots had the appearance 
of great fcitility. We rem;u'ked, however, that the harveft, 
even in the molt fruitful trails, was but indifferent a cir- 
cumftance evidently owing to the 5efeit in hufbandry. 

We arrived late in the evening at Bialliftock, a very neat 
and well-built town. The ftreets were broad, and the hou(«, 

• which 
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“which were in gener^ plaifterecl, flood detached from each 
other at uniform diflances. The fuperior neatnefs of Dial- 
liftock is owing to the illuflrious family of Branifki, whole 
palace ftands clofeto the town, and who have contributed to 
'' ornament their place of refidence. It belongs to the countclV 
Branilki, fitter of the prefent king, and widow of the late 
great general Branilki ; who, notwithflaiiding this alliance, 
warmly protefted againfl the eledtion of his prefent majetty. 

The morning after our arrival, the Qountefs, to whom we 
had a letter from prince Staniflaus l^oniatbulki, honoured us 
with a moft polite invitation to dinner, and fent her carriage 
to convey us to the palace. We were mott politely received 
by our noble hottefs, and were convinced from her amiable 
manners, condefeending behaviour, and lively flow of con- 
verfation, that affability and good fenfe are natural to the 
family of Poniatowlki. 

We found a large company affembled at table, whom the 
countefs had invited to partake of her hofpitable board, 
which was elegantly fupplied with every delicacy. Among 
other topics, the converfation turned upon our mode of tra- 
velling through a country fo poor and wretched, and fo de- 
ficient in comfortable accommodations. “ I fujopofe,” faid a 
Polifli gentleman, “ you carry your beds with you;” to 
which w^e replied in the negative. “ How do you fleep then r” 

“ Upon ttraw, when we caa get it ; and, when we are not fo 
“ fortunate, upcfn j^e floor, upon a bench, or u|X)n a table.” 

“ You take your provifions,” returned the Pole. — “ Very 
“ feldom.” — “ How do yotj live then r” — “ Ujx)n what we 
“ can procure : one of our fervants is fent before, and gcnc- 
“ rally contrives to obtain Ifome kind of provifion, which 

VoL. L JE .e “may 
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BOOK « footli, if not fatisfy, the demands of hunger; but wc 
— vl-'“ have travelling appetites, and are not faftidious.” — “ Yon 
“ are not, however, Avithont knives, forks, and fpoons ; for 
“ fiich conveniences 'are not known among the peafants.” 
— We each of ns carry a clafp-knife ; are now and then * 
“ fo fortunate as to meet with a wooden fpoon ; and never 
“ regret the want of a fork.” Here our noble lioftefs made a 
propofal to fui^ply us with knives, forks, and fpoons, toge- 
ther with wine and provilion : upon our declining this of- 
fer, file pleafantly replied, “ Perhaps you are above accept- 
“ ing them ; 1 know the Englilh are very haughty ; will 
“ you purchafe them r” We made anAver, that we were not 
afraid of laying ourfelves under any oldigations to a iierfon 
of her politenefs and generofity ; but that the objedl of our 
travels was to gratify curibfity rather than appetite; and that 
we thought ourfelves molt likely to become acquainted witli 
the domcitic ceconomy of the peafants, by partaking of theii 
accommodations, and by relying on them for the fupply 
of our wants. Willing, however, not to apjjear rude in a 
rejedion of the Avhole offer, we accepted a few bottles oJ 
wine. 

The countcis did us the honour to condia^ us hcrfeli' 
tlirough the apaitmcnts of the i)alacc, which is a large 
building; in the Italian talle ; and, on account of its grandeur 
and mng,'nificcucc, gcn.crally call5«l the Vcrlaillcs of Poland. 

It was ihrmcrly only a royal hunting feat ; John Gafimir 
gave it, tc^gether with Eialliltock and otiicr efuites, to 
Gzarni-.lki, a general highly diltinguifned by his vidfo- 
ries over die Swedes at the time that Poland was nearly 
crulhed by iicr enemies. Among tlic curioiitics ,pre- 
Icrved in the p. luce is a golden cup, which Czarnielki ufcvl 

ill cCl 
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after the cuftom of tliofc times to wear fafteacil to his girdle; 
and an embroidered falli which he took among' the ^ 
i'^xhls after a defeat of Charles X. and ruppofed to belong 
to that monarch. Czarnielki left one daughter, who married 
Branilki the father of the late greatgencr.il, liy which mar- 
riage the eftate came into that tamily. d'hcrc is one apart- 
ment which Auguitus III. ufed to ocru])y wltcix'vcr he palled 
this way to the diet of Grodno ; and which, out of refpc A to 
the memory of their late fovcrcign, is left in its oiigiir.d 
hate. In another room is a fine jiortrait of Augullus in his 
royal robes, with his head lhaved in the rolifii f.illuon, as lie 
appeared on the day of his comn.ition. In the afternoon 
we drove about the park and groimds, which arc very exlcn- 
five, and elegantly kiid out iii the Englilli talie. 

We clofed this agreeable day with a I'uppcr at the pal.ice, 
and took leave, with regret, of its amialile and noble milircls, 

Auguft 13. We let oil' early from J-lialliilock : for fome 
W'ay we travcrlcd a continued forell; ; afterwards the country 
became more open, abounding with corn and ivalhirc ; the 
tow'iis and vilhigcs were long arul llraggling; all the houfe s, 
and even tlie churches, of w ood ; crouds of begfpxrs lur- 
rounded our carriage whci’.cver we hojti'cd ; Jews made t’ncir 
appearance without end. .About four v. c arri vid at ( irodno; 
we fiiit Jellied through forae wietthcd fidun hs inh.d.i'.cd by 
jfews, and ferried over the Niemeu, whicli is broad, clear, 
and fliallow, afeended the riling Icml.s, and came to the 
town, which is built upon an ciinc.cnLc overlooking tlic 
river. 

Though Vilna is the capital, yet Giodn-o is cilcemc(l**^lic 
principal town in l.ithuania. 

Formerly Lithuania was entirely unconnected with I'o- 
land, and was governed bv its own Ibvcrvigiis uii<Ier tlic 

E e a title 
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BOOK title of great-dukes. From that: rivalry,- which ufually fub* 
— fifts between contiguous (latest the two nations were engaged 
in a feries of perpetual wars until 1386, when the great- 
duke Ladiflaus Jaghellonj having efpoufed Hedwige and 
embraced the Chriftian religion, was raifed to the Polilh 
throne, and reigned over both countries. 

Ladiflaus foon became fo flncere a convert to the new reli- 
gion, which he at firfl: adopted from interefted views, that ho 
endeavoured to propagate its dodlrines among- his idolatrous 
fubjedts in Lithuania. In fubferviency to this great work, 
he ordered the hallowed groves to be cut down^ the oracular 
flirine to be dertroyed, the facred fire to be extinguiflaed, and 
the ferpents worfliipped as Gods by his fuperttitious fubjedls 
to be flain. A belief univerfally prevailed among the people, 
that whoever profanely attempted to deftroy thefe objedls 
of their worihip,. would be ftruck wkh inftantaneous death ; 
when the falfity of this -tradition was proved by the impu- 
nity of thofe concerned in the fuppofed facrilege, the Li- 
thuanians flocked in fuch crouds to be converted, that the 
priefts could only beftow fcparate baptifm on perfons of difi 
tinction ; but diftributed the multitude in ranks, and, Iprink- 
ling thcm-with water, gave one chriflian name to each rank 
without diliindfion of lex LadirtauS) having thus intro- - 
duct’d the Chriftian religion into Lithuania, nominated his 
brotlier Caftmir Skirgdlo governor of that duchy, and re-- 
turned to Poland; but a civil war being excited by th. 

^ “ A fuo “ ftcro J'-rntr tirn^cre, iiohiliorihiis tinMim 

rmn ivli;;ioi’vS rclinqiit inir Sctl c,ijn ** hie hdnor IkiIuhis : rcliqumii v-mo vulgiit 
juHh I i;u cr ioris extiiK'his, trtupliini “ tunnarim (hiUibiirnm, r.fyui lutiiali ftvc 
ar.iqiic tins cliriir;t JuiynuTi, unde ora- “ I'acra a ficeidotihns c<'nfperfiir:j cd,iiiinm- 
“ cula’ a lacerdute edeb nitur, cvtifiitu ** qiie nonun cuique tnrn^se fanj viru; tni 
** Vilfli’a iiM’aliqne I'etpcntcs 6c f;ic- “ qnain miilieiiiin incliium,'’ Cromer, 
cilMfu i n'lll.i cujidqnnn, l.dione,” &:r. 8cC. p, jOd', 
ikd cmxj iiniiieiili laboiis ellci iint^u’-os 
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ambition of Alexander, fumamed Vitoldus, and by the dif- 
contents of the jieople, Hill attached to their Pagan rites, 
Lithuania was for fome time a Icene of tumult and hortility. 
At length, by a compromife in 1 392, Vitoldus was ap]X)inted 
great-duke, and Ladiikus contented himfelf with a refer- 
vation of nominal fovereignty. 

In 1401 the nobles of Lithuania afl^nbled- at Vilna, and 
entered uix)n an offenfive and defenlive alliance- with the. 
king and republic of Poland. 

In 1413 it was. Hipulated, in a diet of Poles and Lithu- 
anians lield in the town of Hrodlo, that, upon the demife. 
of Vitoldus, the Lithuanians ihould acknowledge no other 
great-duke but the perfon who was appointed by the king, 
and with the agreement of . the two nations j that, in 
cafe Ladidaus died without ifllie, the Poles fliould eledt no 
king without the confent of Vitoldus and the Lithuanians ; 
and that adiet,comjK)fed of reprefcntatives -from both nations, 
Ihould meet whenever it was thought neceflary, at Lubliii 
or Parzow From the. demife. of Vitoldus, who expired 
in 1439 in the 80th year of his age, the great-dukes wera 
fometiines, in conformity to this compadl, nominated by 
the kings of Poland.; at other times, in violation of it, by 
the Lithuanians. . At length Sigilinond I., fortunately united 
in his perfon thjp two fovereignties, and was fucceeded in 
both by hisfon Sigifmond* Auguftus. 

Hitherto the connedtion between the two nations had 
been more an alliance than an union ; but Sigifmond Au- 
giiftus having no children, and being the only furviving 
male heir of the Jaghellon family, jdanued the union of 
Poland and Lithuania, left upon his deceafe the connection 

•'DJujoiTnis S; Cwmtr. 
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(iioiild be dii?blved, aiid th^ a^ain governed 

by dilferent princes. After Ibmy difiiculties, rad ioing once 
fruftrated in his atteinpt, he obtained, from a general diet 
held at Lublin in 156^9, that Poland and Lithuania fhoiild 
from henceforth he tinited and cohlidered as one nation ; 
that one fovereign Ihould be chofen conjointly by both peo- 
ple ; that the Lithiiapians Ihould Ibiid nuntios to the general 
diet, be admitted into the fenate, and have an equal (hare in 
the public honours and employments ; that no alliance 
Ihould be made with foreign powers, and no embafladors 
difpatched without the confent of both parties ; that the 
fame money fliould pafs current in both countries ; in fhort, 
that they fliould have no diftindliohof privilege or intereft. 
Upon the ratification of this union, SigilJhond Auguftus re- 
nounced all hereditary right to Lithuania. From this period 
the fame perfon has been uniformljj^eledled king of Poland 
and great-duke of Lithuania ; and the* two nations have been 
incorporated into one republic 

Grodno is a large and ftraggling place, but contains no 
more than 3000 Ghriftiahs, excluding the perfons employed 
in the manufaijbtires, and 1000 Jews. It has greatly the 
appearance of a town in decline'; containing a mixture of 
wretched hovels, failing houfes, and. ruined palaces, with 
magnificent gateways, remains of its anqi|nt magnificence. 
A few habitations in good repaif mafce .the coritrafl: more 
llriki.ig. ' 

Tlie old palace in which the kings ufed to refide diinlrtg 
the diets, flood upon an hill of fahd rifing abruptly 
from the river, and forming part of its bank : fonie re- 
mains of the ancient walls flill ^xift. Oppofite to this hill 

* Lcngnich, Jus Pub. v. I. p. 30 to 33, 
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is tiie new palace, built, but nev6r inhabited, byAuguftusIIl. 
asit was not finiftied at the time of his death. In this palace > — — 
are the apartments Wherein the diets are held, or rather 
will be held, if- they are ever again fummoned to Grodno. 
According to the treaty of Hrodlo, Lublin, or Parzow, or any 
other more commodious town, was appointed for the meet- 
ing of the Polifli and Lithuanian deputies ; but in the arti- 
Gle^fOf union it was ftipulated, that Warfaw ihould be the 
placse where the reprefentativcs of the two nations were to 
aflemble^i^ In 1673, as we have already obferved, it was 
enacted, that every third diet fhould be held at Grodno ; and,, 
in conformity to this law, the firif national aflembly was 
convened here in 1678 under John Sobieifki. But w'hen 
Che next turn of Grodno arrived, that monarch fummoned 
the diet to Warfaw : the Lithuanians ftrongiy oppofed this 
infringement of their rights ; and their deputies, inftead of 
proceeding to Wafiw,: w here the king, fenate, and nuntios 
of Poland w^ere met, repaired to this town, and formed a fe- 
parate diet. In oi'tler to prevent a civil war, which this divi- 
fion might occafion, a negotiation took place, and it Was at 
length fettled, that tlic diet of 1 673 ilioitld attemble at War- 
faw, but be called the diet of Grodno, and that the marflial 
fliould )^e chofcii from the Lithuanian nuntios +. From that 
time tire diets have been occafionally fummoned to Grodno ; 
until the reign of his pre,fent raajelly, when they have been 
uniformly held at Warfaw; ; and this innovation has been 
tacitly agreed to by the Lithuanians, on account of the dif- 
tance of this town, frpm the royal relidence, as w^ell as in 
confidcration of the troubles which convidfcd the country. 

We carried a letter of recommendation to Mr, Gillibert,. 
a'Frcnch naturalift of gr(fht learning and abilities, who luis 

* Lcngiiich, Jus Tub. v. II. p. &:c, -j- Vic dc Subitlki, p. 19. 
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the fuperintendenceQf th^ c^egf aoll phy ficgardenl^heW^^ 
■v , ,, ' V of Poland has e|:abli&e 4 !^ a RoyM 

Phyfick for Lithuania, in whiGhVten flaidentiare;inftru£ted^itt 
4)hylick, and twenty. in fjjrgery. They.are all lodged, -bplirded^ 
and taught at his 0ftajefty’s.«^cpenee j aft inftitution that fe- 
fle< 51 s the. higheft honour vjpon , the king* and' which haS 
-greatly flouriflied under the royal patronage and ptotedbion. 
The phyfic garden, which did not exift in iyydy mfd 
when I pafled through the town in 17 78, a very refpe<^ahle 
.appearance ; which ;.yii!a8 entirely owing to Mr, GilliBert’s. 
attention and care. ..jidt contained 1500 exotics, anaongft 
which were feveral .delicate Americaii plants fown in the 
open air, and .tyhich thrived remarkably well in this climate. 
Mr. Gillibert told me, that he had difeoveyed 200 fpecies of 
.plants in Lithuania, which were only thought indigenous in 
Siberia, Tartary, and Sweden ; and that in the whole duchy 
he had obferved 980 fpecies, exclulive of the forts common 
to moft countries in Europe* - 

Mr. Gillibert hadTatelyformedia fmall colledtion, chiefly 
rconfifting of the ^odu£Uons of Lithuania; and was em- 
ployed, in arranging materials' of this 

duchy J be proi^es toibi^n his ^publications upon that>'^ 
fubjedi with aF/<?r<i will be fuccelEvely 

followed by an account of the mineralogy, infers, quadru- 
peds, andi^irds. Gonfidering the infant ftate of natural 
knowledge in this country, -the defign will require great 
length of time and perfeverance before it is completed ; but 
there is nothing which afliduity and attention will not effe(^. 

The animals roving in the boundleft forefts of Lithuania 
ere the bear, the wolf, the elk, the wild-ox, the lynx, the 
beaver, the glouton, the w.ild<af,«&c. 

-5 , ' At 
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At Gfodno I had an opportunity of feeing a female of the ^ 
wild-ox, probably the fame quadruped which is defcribed by 
Ariftotle under the name of Bonafus, llyled Urus in the 
Commentaries of Ca5far,.and called Bi/on hy fome naturalifts. 
That which fell, under my obfervation was not full grown, 
about the fize of a common Englifti eow, fliaped like a buf- 
falo, but without the protuberance over its (houlders : its 
neck was high and thick, and covered with long hair, or 
mane, which fringed down the throat and bread, and hung 
almoftto the ground, fomewhat refembling that of an old 
lion ; the. forehead was narrow, with two horns turning in- 
wards*, and the tongue of a bluifh colour. The- male, as-' 
we were informed, is fonietimes fix feet in height, and is ■ 
more fierce and fliaggy than the female. 

Linnaeus has claffed the BonafuSy the Urwt, and the Bifon' 
(probably the fame animal with different names) under three ■ 
fpecies; Buffon reduces them to two, the Urus and the- 
Bifon ; and Pennant has comprifed them all under one fpe- 
des h His opinion has been lately adopted by Pallas, in a very 
curious differtation publiihed in the Adis of the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences of St. Peterfburgh. That celei)rated ; 
naturalift informs us,, that this fpedes of the wild-ox, which 
was formerly very common in Europe, exifis no where in 
that continent, but in thefe Lithuanian forells, in fome parts 
of the Carpathian mountains, and perhaps in thC'Caucafus. • 

* AHftotle (lefcribes the horns of the artd cannot be admitted as forming a fp*- 
Bonnfus as cillc diflcrencc. See Aiift. Hid. Anim. L. 

crooked and bcndhvr tszuards each othe J*' JX. c. 45. aUo Camus Hili. des A.iiinruix, 

A circiimdance wliieh Teems to have puz- cited in Maty’s Review for April, 1783, 
zletl Tome naturalills who have commented p, 313, S;c. 

upon Aridotlc, who did not conlide’r that f Syllcma Natiiric. Buflfon’s Hid, KaC. 
the figarc of the horns varies exceedingly in Pennant^s Hill, of Qjad. p. 13. 
the fame fpecies, in a wild or tame Hajc, 
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BOOK He agrees alfo holding^^^^t^ v|Ud“Ox 

be <]^‘a ^i^i^of this »r«j.cbAnged by the 

. climate ♦. 

Lithuania is vei^||^h in brni’^oipg^>45|i^fet|l^^ of 
prey the eagle and'iuituro are veifi^MOa^^r ,T|he'i?if^/p1 or 
, little fpecies of jdtj^Mfe, caUe^<}i%/'^||^p@i^^ vtn- 
frequently found I^thefe pa#^ , ,The< woiMrous^lii^ure of 
its pendeht neft ins^ed tno ah engt^iwg •b^hpt^ that 

and the birds theri^kyes, ‘ ^ne^ are pf the 
of titmice. The ifeus Pf vit Very fsde blt^ffi ^ colour 4 
the forepart of the an^i^^ breaft 6qged with red ; the 
belly white ; vWin^^kaclcf'l^k and rump of a yellovvifti 
* ruft colour ; qqUl fe^ltiers c|^i|reous> with the exterior lides 
white; the tail ruib^ohiii^|jfThe m^Ie is fingulariy dif- 
•tinguiftied from the^^mafi^^fllipair of black-pointed 
’ whiikersi 

Its neft is in the Am# 

with amazing art, by-i^l^^ll^ .doWtti ’gofs-a-mer, and 
minute fibres, in manner, and then 

lining the infide With diw*^^^ fp hs to make a fnug and 
warm lodge -fordts yphi^’ The entrance is at the 

lWe,[fpia^l and toundj its ed^ ftrongly marked 
than thevireft of this curious fabtick : the bird, attentive to 
the preiervation of itSipi^e or little ones from noxious ani- 
mals, ftifpends it at t%< leff^ epd to the extremity of the 
flendcr twigs of a wil%w, or*forae other tree, over a river. 
Contrary to the cufton^hf titmice* it lays only four or five 
eggs: poflibly ProvKl<6hi;e hath ofdained this fcantinefs of 
eggs to the RmtiZf bccaufe by the Angular inftin<5l imparted 

* Sur le Bu(Be a Qnewe de cheval in atn indebted to that able naturalift, 

Kov. A^\. Pet, 1771. Part 11 . p. 252^ 6fC. Kir, Pennant, for thii 4 e^mtion of the 
Aifo in bis Neuc Nord. Beytrage, p. 2. lUmiz, and for the aDOC;[lidilRate. 
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to it; it is enabled to fecure its young much more efiedlually 
froni deftrudtion, than the other Ipecies, which are very'— yl*-. 

Mr. Gillibert acqiiaitrted tne that a great quantity of yel-' 
low amber is frequently diig tip in the Lithuanian forefls^ 
forhetim^s in pieces as large as one’s fift, and that it is pro- 
bably the prodiifilion of pine’i^ He in- 

formed ftie that the duchy abounds in iron ochre, called by 
Linnaeus tophus bumofo ocbreaceus^ and defcribed by Wallc- 
rivis f under the article ot Ferrum limofum^ which produces 
forty pounds of metal in an hundred Weight ; that it yields 
alfo feveral fpecies of copper aOd iron 'pyrites ; black agate, 
which always bears a relemb'lance to the roots of pines J"; 
detached mafFes of red and grey granite F pudding ftones, 
containing chryftals of whftc the ecbinus ; 

^ Naturalifts have long differed cohcern- Syft. Min. v. II. p* X15 — 117. where the 
ing the origin of amber. Some maintain it reader will find a lift of the principal natu- 
to be an animal fubftnhce j others clnfs it rallfts, who have written upon Amber, 
among the mineral? ; feme alfcft, that it is + Walleriiis, Syf. Min, v. II, p. 255. 
a vegetable oir united with a mineral acid ; % Mr. Gillibert thus dclcribcs thefe 

but the moll common opinion feems Co be agates in the atfls of the Imperial Academy 
that it is a lollil bitumen. A few, with - of Sciences. “ Mr.<>illebeft dans une let- 
Mr. Gillibert, lu^Ui it to be the refmous “ tre ii Mr. ie ProfcUcux Pullas,: paric 
jnue of a pi fie hardened by age : this latter “ d’unc pctrilkaiion tres rcmin^uable, 
opinion was alfo maintaihed by the antien't “ commune dans ce pays [Lithuania], la- 
Komans. Amber is moil itfu nlly fmind upon quelle eft agathe par fn nattrre, m iisic*- 
tlie fea-coaft, and thongli frequently difeo- “ IVmble pai fuitement par fa forme, i dei 
vtTed fcveral feet beneath the lurfacc of the “ racincs de faj)'lns pctrificos, ].ts racinet 
.ground, yet has been fuppolcd to have “ agatileesrontbandeesdcnoirautourdeleur 
never been dug up at any conlu^eiable “axe, et incriiftces dhme ^corfe grife on 
diftance from the fea ; a citcumltanee which “ blanchutrc. Ort eh trouve 's\ demi pclri- 
has led fevcral naluralilh to conjecture, “ fiecs ; ct routes donnent Vine odeur cm- 
tljat.it owes, in a great meafure, its pit)- “ pyreumatiq'ie a\i feu, qui provient dhm 
diklion to thefca. but this hypothefis is con- “ refte tie principe bitumeneux. D* Aillcurs 
fut-cd by the difcovery of thefe Isfrge pieces “ toutes les petrifications d’origine marine 
of amber in the lieart of the .Lithuanian fo- “ fe irouvenc agatifees dant ce pays convert 
refls far from any fea. See Plin. Hift. Nat, “ dhiii fable fin, dont Ics caux peuvent ex- 
1 L, 37. Sec. XT. T.acitus. de Mor, .Germ. ‘Vtr‘'ilre un principe petrifiant de cettc na- 
Macquaire’s Chymiftry, v. II. p. aoO. Btfbop “ uireA* Nov. A^l. Acad. Pet. for 1777, 
of Lahdaff’s (Dr, Wutlbn) EfiayiohChym, p, 45, 

V. Ill, p. 12. and particularly Wallerius 
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iiOOK ^ prodigious quantity of falfe precious flones,, particularly, 
— ’amethyits, toiJazes, garnets,, alfo chalcedonies, cornelians,, 
milky agates, the ocu/us cattiy or cat’s eye, jafpers, and par- 
ticularly the red Ipecics. He added, that Lithuania was ex-- 
tremely rich in marine petrcfa6tions, and chiefly in thofc 
which are comnion in the Baltic: of thefe the madrepores 
arc the moft numerous, and amongtl others the Corallinum 
(lOlhlamlictan is not uncommon ; which is deferibed in the 
firlt volume of \\\^Anio^nitatcsAcademka \ as extremely rare. 

The next morning we vilited the manufactures ella- 
hlilhed by the king in 1776. They were carrying on 
ill wooden llieds, built by Auguftus III. for fiablcs, 
which had been converted into temporary working looms, , 
and dwelling houfes for tlie accommodation of tlie manu- 
facturers ; the whole eftabliflimcnt was expected to be foon 
removed to Lolibna, a village near Grodno, wliere convenicu'c 
buildings, conltructiug at his majefty’s expence, were nearly 
finillied for that purpofe. 

The principal manufaiStures.are cloth and camlets, linen 
and cottons, filk Itufi's, embroidery, filk Itockings, hats, lace,, 
fire arms, needles, cards, bleaching wax, and carriages. The 
country furnillies fufficient wool, flax, hemp, beavers hair, 
and wax for the liipply of the manufadtnrcs which employ 
thofe commodities; but the filk, cotton, iron, colours, gold ' 
and filver for the embroidery, and^line thread from Bruflcls. 
for the lace, are imported. 

The manufadtures employ 3000 perfons, including 
thofe dilperfed in the contiguous villages, who fpin linen 
and woilled thread. There are feventy foreigners, who di-- 
rcdl the different branches ; the, reft arc natives belonging 
to the king’s demefnes. 

•»-r. jn, 
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The apprentices are boys and girls, all children of Polifli 
peafants, who are clothed and fed, and have befides afmall 
allowance in money. The directors complain that there is 
no emulation among them ; and that, although they are 
better fed and clothed than the other peafants, yet they can- 
not excite them to induftry by any other means than force. 
Nor is this a matter of wonder ; for as they ttill continue in 
a ftate of fervitude, if they acquire any unufual profit, and 
carry it to their parents, they are apprehenfive lelf it fhould 
be taken aw'ay ; it having frequently happened, that any 
little pittance, they had gained by their labour, has been 
wrefted from them, in order to pay the quit-rents which their 
parents owed to their lords. One of thefe apprentices, more 
Ihrewd than the reft, faid to the director, who was trying to 
ftimulate her induftry, “ What advantage fliall I obtain if I 
“ follow your advice? let me become ever fo Ikilful in my 
“ trade, I lhall always continue fubjedl to my mafter : the 
‘‘ labour will be mine, and the pfofits his.” To which ob- 
fervation no anfwcr could be given; Molt of them appeared 
with fuch a fettled melancholy in their countenances, as made 
my heart ache to fee them ; and it was eafy to jierceive that they 
Morked from compulfion, and not from inclination. As 
fome remedy to this evil, it has been propofed, after a certain 
term of years, to give liberty to thofe who particularly excel, 
and cliftinguifli themfelves by any extraordinary exertions. 
But this humane propofal has been rejexSted, from a notion 
that fuch perfons, when once made free, would no longer 
continue to work; and that by thefe means the manufadurcs 
would be deprived of their beft h'ands. Tliough this incon- 
venience, however, might occafionally take [>lac;e, yet the 
encouragement of fuch a regulation would beget alacrity and ■ 
ex.cite induftry, and would therefore create a greater number- 
r of: 
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iiQOK of artifts than itwoiild emfindpate. It would 
__lL--occafion t!ie loiVbf .a marjufadur^ ; but would ^ffuft ltich 
a knowledge of the ;manufa<aure, as to render the lofs im^- 
material. ■ , - '■ ■ 

'rhefe manula(Sfci^'<^s are ftill in their infancy, but their 
iniiitiition reflebts a (^nnderabiie luftre upon hiStm^fty’s 
reign; and more, particularly , as his attention’ was not 
withdrawn fi'ora ^hem duriii|;t the ciyil convulfiohs which 
I'o lately Ihpok his throne. , ? ; ^ ' 

On the fi/ft evening ^of our arriy^ at Grodno, a , Pplifli 
' nobleman, to who^jWe were introduced by Mr. Gillibett, 
invited usto fup>er with fuch franknefs and cordiality, that 
it would have been rudenefs not to have accepted the invi- 
tation. After an hour’s converfation, heconfigned us to the 
care of his wife, and retired ; nor did he again make his 
appearance the whole evening. This feeming inattention, 
lb contrary to the politenefs of the invitation, occafioned at 
firtt fome furprize; but wh afterwards found that good man- 
ners equally directed h|s hehaviour in both thefe inftances. 
Haying before our arriyd invited fome Polifli gentlemen to 
fup with him yrho^^ not conve:rfe in p-rench, and who 
<lrji|llh^ freely, he tho«;^ht juftly enough that we fliould pais 
a thbre agreeable evening with the ladies. We had a fmali 
jiarty at |Ujp{«r, which was cheerful and agreeable, for the 
Poles fa veiy lively people, apd the women in general 
amiable and well-bred. 

We dined th4 following day with Count Tyfenhaufen 
vice-chancellor of Lithuania : . it was an elediop-dinner 
previous to the dietinii which was to aflemble at Grqdnt^ in 
order to chufe the^r€|^r«fentatives of this diftrid for the ap- 
proaching diet, there were eighty nobles at table, all, a feyv 
: *• - ■ ... ■ exceptedjv 





excep^d^ te their natiohardrieisi'isipd Avith their heads fliaved. 
in the-PoHih fa(hioh; ‘ Beffote dinner they fainted the count' 
with great fefpl&fti rdoae*€iffing hem of his garment, 
others ftoc^ing down and embracing his legs. Two ladies 
we#e at table, arid, a$ 'Clangers', we had tiie poll of honour 
alfi^i^d t<| us,,and. were feat^d by them. It was my good 
JbptUne l?0.fit;neait t® one who^^as uncommonly entertaining 
and agreeable,, and never liiilred the cdfiverfation to flag. 
After dinner feveral toafts went roui^d j— the Idrig of Poland 
-^the diet-^the ladies #hb were prefent—a gootl journey to 
uSj Scc.^ The matter of the feaft named' the toatt, filled a 
large glafs, drank it, turned it down to'* flieW that it w-as 
empty, and then paffed it to his next neighbour; from whom 
it was circulated imfucceflion arid with the fame ceremo- 
nies through the whole company. The wine was cham- 
pagne, the glafs large, and the toafts numerous : but there 
was no obligation, after the firft rounfl, to fill the glafs ; it 
w-as only ucceffary to pour in a ftnall quantity and pafs the 
toaft. As it^s eftcemed a kind of hofpitaliry in Poland to 
circulate the wine freely among the ^efts, my fair neigh- 
bour, when it was my turn to dririk - her health, propofed 
that I fliould fill a bumpier. Thbu^ 1 had already clrank 
one in honour of his majefty, arid would willingly have de- 
clined another, I could not difobey the orders of aril^reeablti 
woman, and did the fame hhmage to beauty that I ha3%fore ^ 
paid to royalty. The next turn was the health of the'other 
lady, which rtiy fair rieighbournrgbd me to^do juftice to ini 
the fame snanner; but 1 excufed iliyfelf by intimating, that 
file alone was deferving of fuch a tribute. ' 

In thb evening the count gave lis a half concluded by an 
cjegant ftipper. The ball was lively ahd agreeable. The 
company am uied themfelveswithPolifli andEngliih country- 
* dances. 
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BOOK dances; the former was firnple, but not cldficieiiitia grace, 
and was accompanied by a molt plealing air ; tfr^ company 
Pood in pairs ; the firft man led his partner roiinti the room 
in a kind of ftep not much unlike that of a minuet, he then 
quitted her hand, made a fmall circle, joined hands ag&in, 
and repeated the fame movements until the concliifion^ The 
fecond couple began as loon ^ the firft had advanced a few 
fteps, and was quickly followed by the remainder, fo that all 
the parties glided after one another at the fame time. The 
Poles are very fond of this dance ; although it has little va- 
riety, they continued it for half an hour without intcr- 
'miflion, and frequently -renewed it during the courfe of the 
‘evening. The intervals between this national dance were 
'Piled with Englilh country-dances, which they performed 
with equal expertnefs, and with no lefs delight. An elegant 
flipper, to which only a.fele<ft party was invited, agreeably 
■concluded the entertainment of the day. 

The count politely preffed us to continue fome time at Grod- 
no, and to take up our abode in his houfe ; but as we were de- 
firousof arriving at Peterfburgh before the commencement 
of the winter, we declined the invitation, which we fhoukl 
otherwife have accepted with the greateft jileafure. Some of 
the company, however, had kindly endeavoured to detain 
■us by the following ftratagem : tliey privately defired the 
coach-maker employed in mending our carriage to execute 
the commiffion in a dilatory manner ; and although we had 
accidentally difoovered this project, yet it was not without 
the moft urgent remonftrancesthat we obtained the neceflary 
repairs. In order to fjiare our acquaintance the troubife of 
making, and ourfelves the pain of rejedfing, any further fo- 
licitations, we thought it moft expedient to fteal away in the 
night without apprillng any one of our defign, ; 


It 
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It was our intention to liave proceed to Vilna, but as this 
was the tijne of electing nuntios,the poftmafter informed us, < — ^ 
that for want of horfes we fhould be delayed upon the road 
at fome wretched village without a poffibility of proceeding ; 
we therefore, very unwillingly, altered our route, to our 
great difajppointment, as we wiftied mpeh to have vifited the 
capital of Lithuania. 
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Continuation ^ the tour tbro^b the duchy of Lithuania.— 
Number of Jews. — Badnejs of the roads and want of 
accommodations. — Clofe of the dietine at Minfk." — Poverty 
and wretfbednefs of the natives. -—Comparative view of 
the Swifs md Polifli peafanis. — Remarks on the Plica, 
Polonka.. 

BOOK Tn pijr route through Lithuania we could not avoid being 
A ftruck with the fwarnas of Jews, who, though very nu- 
merous in every part of Poland,, feem to have fixed their 
head-quarters in this duchy; If you afic foir an interpreter, 
they bring you a Jew ; if you come to an inn, the landlord 
is a Jew;, if you want poft-horfes, a Jew procures them, 
and a Jew drives them ; if you wilh to purcbafe, a Jew is 
your agent :> and this perhaps is the only country in Europe 
where Jews cultivate the ground : in pafling through Li- 
thuania, ure frequently faw them engaged in fowing, reap- 
ing, mowing, and other works of Hufbandry. 

The roads in this country are quite neglefted,. being 
fcarcely Superior to by-paths winding through the thick forett 
without the leaft degree of artificial direflion v they are fre- 
quently fo narrow as fcarcely to admit a carriage and are 
continually fo obftrudled by flumps and roots of trees, andf 
in many parts fo exceedingly fandy, that eight fmall horfes. 
could fcarcely drag us along. The poftilions were frequently 
hoys of ten or twelve years of age, hardy lads, who rode 
I ports 
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pofts of twenty and even’ thirty Englifti miles without a faddle, 
and with fcarcely any covering except a fliirt and a pair of 
linen drawers. The bridges acrofs the rivulets were fo 
weakly conftrudtcd and fo old, that they feemed ready to 
crack with the weight of the carriage, and we thought our- 
felves fortunate in getting over them without an accident. 

Some travellers have remarked, that the forefts, through 
which our route lay, are fet on fire by lightning or other 
natural caufes, and blaze for a confiderable tim#l At firft 
we conceived this reprefentation to be well-founded, as we 
difcovered in many parts evident traces of extenllve confla- 
grations. Upon inquiry, however, we were informed, that 
the peafants, being obliged annually to furnifli their land- 
lords with a certain quantity of turpentine, fet fire to the 
trunks of the pines while {landing, and catch it as it oozes 
from the ftems. ' We could obferve few trees without marks 
of fire upon them^; fome were quite black, and nearly 
charred to cinder; fome half-burnt; others confiderably 
fcorched, but continuing to vegetate. 

Augull 15. After twenty. hours incelTant travelling we 
arrived late in the evening at Bielitza, which is diflant about 
ninety Englifli miles from Grodno ; and fit out before the 
bi'eak of day, anxious to reach Minfk on the morning of the 
17th, when a dietine for the eleiSlion of nuntios was to.be 
aflembled. We (lopped ^ fliort time at Novogrodec, which 
is all built of wood, except two or three ruinous brick- 
houfes, a convent that belonged to the Jefuits, and fome 
mouldering ftone-wall? furrounding a (mail eminence, upon 
which are the remains of an old citadel. Near Novogrodec 
we pafled a large number of barrows, which the peafants call 
Swedifh burying-places. In this part the country was lefs 
fantly, of a richer foil, and fomewhat diverfified with hill and 
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BOOK dale ; the folitary extent of the forefts Was more than ufual 
. interfperfed with villages, and dotted with fields of paftnre,. 
in which we obferved numerous herds of cattle. - 

Upon our arrival at the fm all village of Mir, we found- 
that our original intention of reaching Minik by the next 
morning was fcarcely pradicable, even if we continued our 
journey during the night. The diftance was between fixty 
^and feventy miles ; the night extremely dark j the roads 
bad, and, vlte were informed, that in fome places we Ihould 
be obliged to crofs feveral bridges not very paflable even in 
the day without the utmoft circumfpe£lion. Our defire 
therefore of being prefent at the election of nuntios gav,e 
way tothefe fuggeftions; and wefacrificed the gratification- i 
of our curiofity to the confiderations of perfonal fafety. The 
pleafures of Mir certainly offered no inducement for delay: 
the poverty of the inhabitants denied a fcanty fupply of the 
moll: ordinary refrefliments ; the higheft entertainment 
which the place afforded being a fufpenCon of the dangers 
of travelling, and the fum of our comforts an intermifiion 
of fatigue. 

The badnefs of our accommodations at Mir led us to 
confidcr Minflc (where we arrived on the evening of tlie 
1 yth) as the feat of tafte and luxury. We there experir 
enced comforts to which we had lately been ft rangers, a 
neat white-'Waflied room with a brjck floor, no fleas or flies, 
plenty of clean ftraw, good bread, and frelh meat. After a 
refrefliing night’s reft, we fallied forth the next morning to 
the refeclory of the Jefuits monaftery, the place where the 
nuntios had been chofen the preceding day. We had fome 
difficulty in gaining admittance j at length a perfon, who 
appeared to be a man of confequence, came out and inquired 
in the German language our country and our bufinefs. 

UjKin 
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Upon i our anfwering that we were three Englifli 
tlemen, defirous of feeing every thing worthy of obfervation^A.— vIj 
he exprefied much furprize at the plainnefe of our dreffes^ 
particularly at. our want of /words. “ In Pdand,” he faid^ 

“ every gentleman wears his fabre as a badge of his rank, 

“ newer appearing, in public without it ; and ladvife you tO' 
oWerve this cuftom as long as you continue in this conn- 
“ tryj if you wifli to be confidered as gentlemen.” Thanking 
him for his advfee, we accompanied him into the refectory,, 
where we found the majority of the dietinc ftill alTembled,. 
though not upon national bufinefs ; in plain Englifli, they 
were engaged in drinking, a no lefs effential. appendage of a 
Polifli than a Britilh eleition. One perfon, whom they 
leemed to treat witlj, deference, was conftantly employed in. 
deli.vering drams to the eledors, who were Handing in dif- 
ferent parts of the room many ceremonies paffed at every 
circulation of the glafs they touched their breads. Hooped 
towards the ground, and drank the.nuntios’ and each other’s 
health, with great folemnity.. Several of thePolifli gentlemen 
converfed with me in the Latin tongue they informed me,, 
that every palatinate is divided into, a certain number ®f 
diHriils, and that each diHridt chufes two nuntios. I afked 
them whether the eledtion of the diflridl of Minflc had been 
contefled ; they told me, that three candidates had offered 
themfelves. 1 then demgpded whether the eledied nuntios 
were of the king’s party ; and they anfvvered, “ V\’e have 
“ in this inflance complied with his majeHy’s rccommenda- 
“ tion.” — You have adled,” I replied, “ with great pro- 
“ priety : is he not a good prince r” — “ A good prince !” re- 
turned the Poles, “ yes, the moH excellent that ever filled 
“ a throne.” 


Minfk. 
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BOOK MinHc is a large place : -two chinches and the> montrflery 

— ^^which belonged'to the, Jefiiits are cbnftrudled of brick ; and 
• the remaining' buildings, though formed of wood, have a 
, neater look than the generality, of xlwellings in thi& country. 
> On returning to our inn, we received an invitation to dinner 
from aPolifli county but as the weather appeared fine, as our 
. carriage was at the door, and all things prepared f )r our im- 
mediate departure, we determined to give up an opportunity 
of focial enjoyment to the expediency of purfuing our 
•journey. 

Auguft r8. We were coniiderably fatigued with our 
; journey from Minflc to Smolewitzo, Which, though fcarcely 
. thiity miles, employed us, on account of the badnels of the 
i roads and other unexpecSled delays, near •twelve hours. The 
weather was cold and rainy, the wind high, the roads worfe 
rthan ufual; and the evening, when it fat in, extremely 
dark. We were almoft beginning to defpair of reaching 
. our deftined llation, when a noife of folding doors thrown 
, open, and the rattling of our carriage upon .a wooden floor, 
announced our aftual arrival. The leathern blinds of our 
carriage having, been clofely faftened down, in order to ex- 
. elude the wind and rain, we were for a few moments held in 
'fufpenfe into what kind of place we were admitted. Upon 
alighting, we found ourfelves in the middle of a large barn 
or Ihed, at the further end of which we deferied two large 
, pines, branches and all,- in full blaze upon an hearth with- 
.out a chimney ; round it feveral figures, in full black robes 
and with long beards, were employed in ftirring a large 
^•cauldron fufpended over the flame. A belief in witchcraft, 
*or a little fuperflition, might eafily have reprefented this 
party as a group of magicians engaged in celebrating forae 
royHic rites ; but, upon nearer infpciStion, we recognized in 

them 
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them our old friends the Jews, preparing their and our 
evening repaft. 

We lat out the next morning before day-break, as was our 
ufual cuftom, having no inducement to remain any longer 
than was abfolutely neceflhry in thefe hovels, abounding in 
vermin, and in which filth and wretchednefs are united. 
Near Borifow we crofled the Berezyna,. which has been er- 
roneoufly laid down by ibrne modern geograj^hers, as form- 
ing the new boundary between Ruffia and Poland ; and on 
the other fide of the town pafled a camp of 2000 Ruflian 
troops, who were marching to Warfaw. 

At Borifow the Jews procured us ten horfes, and placed 
them all in two rows, fix next the carriage, and four in fronts*. 
There was indeed much ingen vtity in contriving this ar- 
rangement, which was efiedled in the following manner.. 
The two middle horfes in the hinder row were harnefled as 
ufual to the fplinter-bars, their two neareft neighbours 
were faftened to the extremities of the. axle-tree, which pro- 
jedled confiderabLy on each fide beyond the boxes of the fore- 
wheels, and the two outermoft were tied in the lame manner^, 
by means of long ropes, to the axle-tree of the hind-wheels r 
the four horfes in front were harnefled to the pole and to 
the fplinter^-bars of the pole. Well allured that horfes,, 
ran^d in this primitive manner, would require more room 
than the narrow roads of Poland generally afforded, we en- 
deavoured to perfuade the drivers to place theiU two by two ; 
but fuch was their obftinacy or want of comprehenfion,.wc 
could not prevail upon them to make any alteration. Wc 
tiierefore unloofed two hoifos from the hihdtrmoll. row, and 

* The ufunl ir.cthodof hariuiTuig was by placing fdnr a'bFtpd, rnd two in the foic- 
moftrow.- 

for 
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for that i^iermiffion were obliged to conrpound for leavi|ig the 
rcnKuihng eight , in their'briginal pofition. 

Ill this niunner wc; proceeded^ .apd ftill fqynd great dif- 
liculty in forcing our way through the> wilderne^fs, which 
was lb overgrown with thick underwood, as in many parts 
fi arccly to admit the,; breadtj|«of an ordinary jCarii|age> 
la fome places wp were oblig^i to take off" two, in others 
four of the horfes 4 and not unqpmnjonly alighted, in tirder 
to allill the drivers and fervants in removing fallen trees , 
which obllrntSled the way, in dire<;^ting the borles through 
the winding, paths, and in finding a new track along the 
iilmoll impenetrable foreft. We thought otirfelves exceed- 
ingly fortunate, that our carriage was not fliaken to pieces, 
and that we were not frequently overturned, 

In vai-ious parts of the foreft, we obferved a circulw range 
of boards fixed to leveral trees about twelve feet from the 
ground, and jirojedting three in breadth from the trunk. 
Upon inquiry we were informed, that upon any great hunt- 
ing party, ladders were placed againft thefe fcafFoklings ; 
and that when any perfon is clofcly preffed by a bear, he 
runs up the ladder, and draws it up after him : the bear, al- 
though an excellent climber, is ftopped in his afeent by the 
projeilion of the boards. 

We were very happy at length to reach Naitza, although 
we took up our ilation in one of the^moft wretched of all the 
wretched cottages we had yet entered. The only article of 
furniture it afforded was a fmall table, and the only utenfil a 
broken earthen pot, in which our repaft was prepared, and 
which lerved us alfo for diihcs and plates. We eat our 
meagre fare by the light of a thin lath of deal, about five 
feet in length, which was ftuck into a crevice of the wain- 
fcot, and hung over the table : this lath, thanks to the tur- 
a pentine 
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pent^ cohtjuned HI femd us of a Oaftdld, of 

which there was not one to ^ fouuB in the whole village 
Nairza. |t is furprizin^j^at the carelefs method of tiling 
thefe lights is not oitener attended with more dreadful ef* 
feifts; for the eottagere carry them about the houfe with 
fuch Ijttle cautiohj that we frequently obferved fparks to 
drop from them upon the ftfkw which was prepared for out 
beds : nor were we able, by the ftrongeft exprelfions of fear, 
to awaken in them the llighteft degree of circumfpedtion. 

For fome time after coming into this country, we uled to 
Hart up with qo fmall emotion in order to extinguilh the 
fparks ; but, fuch is the irrefiftible influence of cuftora, we 
became at laft ourfelves perfedlly infenfible to the danger of 
this practice, and caught all the indifierence of the natives. 

I once even fo far forgot niyfelf as to hold a lighted flick 
for a conliderable time over an heap of flraw, while I was 
negligently fearching for fome trifle. This fupinenefs, 
which I fo ealily acquired in this particular, convinced me 
(if I may compare fmall things with great), that I could live 
with the inhabitants at the foot of Mount Vefuvius without 
dread of an eruption ; or fit unconcerned with the natives 
of Gonftantinople amid the devaflations of the plague. 

It is inconceivable how few are the wants of the Li- 
thuanian peafants ! Their carts are put together without 
iron ; their bridles and traces are generally plaited from 
the bark of trees, or compofed merely of twilled branches. 

They have no other inftruraent but a hatchet, to conftrudl 
their huts, cut out their furniture, and make their carts.' 

Their drefs is a thick linen Ihirt and drawers, a long coarfe 
drugget coat, or a Iheeplkin cloak, a round black felt cap 
lined with wool, and Ihoes made from the bark of trees. 

Their huts are built of trunks of trees heaped on each other, 
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arid look like piles of wood in wlikrfs witlj pisrith 
How very unlike the Swj^fs OG»«a|fesi thbii^ Of 

the fame materials.:* Nor are*th^r hodfes* riEK>ffe di^mHar 
than their mariners;! The ftriking difiererice^bOtwecn the 
Swifs and Polilh pifeafarit^, ih ithetr '^eTy aif arid deportment^ 
flrongly madks^the coritraft oftheir riefpeSStive gb^riiiari^^. 
The Swifs are open, frank, fririgh, but ready to ferve you ; 
they notl their heads, or flightly pull off thrir hats as you 
pafs by, but expedl; a return of ci^^ilfty : they are feufed" l/y 
the leaft rndenefs, and are not to be irifulted with imjjriiriity. 
On the contrary, the Polifh- peafantswe cririgirig arid- fervite 
in their expreflions of refpedt r tbey bowed down to the 
ground ; took off their hats or caps, and held them in their 
bands till we were oUt of fight ? flopped their carts on the 
firft glimpfe of our carriage ; in- fhort, thek* whole behaviour 
gave evident fymptonas of the abje<£l feryitude under which 
they groaned. Yet liberty is as often the fubjedl of enco^ 
mium in Poland as in Swillerknd i bow different, however, 
are its operations in the two countries ! In the one it is 
equally diffufed, arid fpreads comfort and happinefs through 
the whole community : in the other it centers ki a few, and" 
is ia reality the word fpecies of defpotifoa. ■ 

Before I clofo my account of Poland, I fhall juft curforily 
mention, that in our progrefs through this country Wf cOultl 
not fail obferving feveral perfons yi^^ith matted or clotted hairi 
which conftituteSi3 diforder called F//M Polomea : it receivlit 
that denomiilatipri h^caufe it is conlidered as pecvriiar to Po- 
land ; although it is not urifrequent in Hungary, Tartary, 
and feveral adjacent nations, and inftances of it are occafionT: 
ally to be found in other countries. • 

According to the obfervations of Dr. Vicat, an ingenious 
Swifs phylician long refident in Poland, and who has pub- 

Hfhed 



PfclCA^I^ 135 

a jatisfatey tpeatifc f uppn this j M^ PUca' 
Poldnm is fuppqfe4 tc|;jpj30§pcdL an aprid vifppu^f hu- 

mour penetradn^iptQ^^^^^^^^ ; which is tubular f : it then 
exudes either^llpU^iitf^lfS; extremities, and clots the 
whole^tO^§iie%«thejr in une undijftin- 

glldl^d ps^. i lefs violent, according 

to the cdnftitutlo^ malignity of the dil^ 

cafe, are itchings, fwelling^r^e^^^ ulcers, intermitting 
fevers, pains in the head, languor, lownefs of fpirits, rheu- 
matifmr vgQut,, and ^fpmehmes convulliojis, palfy^ and 

madnefs. Thefe^fymptarns gradually decreaife as the hair 
becomes affeiled. > If the patient is fhaved in the head, he 
relapfes into all the dreadful complaints which preceded the 
eruption of the ; and he, continues to labour under 
them, until afrefti growth of hair abforbs the acrid hunoom*. 

This difordei* is thought h^ and is proved to be 

contagious when in a virulent ftate. 

Many phyfical caufes have been fuppofed to concur in 
rendering the more frequent in thefe regions than in 
other parts : it would be an endlefs work to enumerate the 
various conjedures with which each perfon has fupported 
his favourite hypothecs ; the moft probable are thofe af- 
ligned by Dr. Vicat. 

The firft caufe is the nature pfv the -Polifli air, which is 
rendered infalubrious by numerous woods and moraffesrf 
and occalionally derives an uncommon k^nnefs even in the 

; -t • . 

* Memoirc fur -la Plique Polonoife. very rarely happens, has probably given rife 

f The dilatation of the hair is fometimes to the notion, that the patient, if his hair 
fo confiderable as to admit fmall globules of is cut off, blccids to death, 
tlood ; this circumflance, which however 
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■BOOK Qf fumraer frortl the pofition of the Carpathian moun- 
tains; for the fouthern and fouth-eafterly winds, xitrhich 
ufually convey warmth in other unions, are in this chilled 
in their paffage over their fnowy fummits. 

The fecond is unwholefdihe water ; for although Poland 
is not deficient in good fpririgs, yet the commcA people 
ufually drink that which is neareft at hand, taken indifcii- 
minately from rivers, lakes, and even ftagnant pools. 

The third caufe is the grofs Inattention of the natives to 
cleanlinefs ; | for experience fh'ews, th^t thofe who are neg- 
ligent in their perfons and habitations, :^e Icfs liaible to be 
afflided -with the plica, than others who are deficient in 
that particular. Thus perfons of higher rank are lefs fub- 
jedl to this diforder than thofe of inferior ftations ; the in- 
habitants of large towns than thofe of fmall villages ; the 
freepeafants than thofe’ in an abfolute ftate of vaiflalage 
the natives of Poland Proper than thofe of Lithuania. 

Whatever we may determine as to the poflibility that all, 
or any of thefe caufes, by themfelves, 6r in conjundion 
with others, originally produced the diforder ; we may ven- 
ture to alfert, that they all, and particularly the laft, affift 
its propagation, inflame its fymptoms, and protraft its cure. 
In a word, the Plica Polonica appears to be a contagious 
diftemper ; which, like the leprofy, ftill prevails among a 
people ignorant in medicine, and, inattentive to check its 
progrefs ; but is r^jely known in thofe countries, where pro- 
per precautions ajre taken* to prevent its fpreading. 
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Entrance w/o Ruffia .' — Limits and account of the province 
difmembered fromEoloxidL.-r^Cbeapnefs of the pojl, — Journey 
to Soaolenfko.— and defcription of Smolenfko. — 
■Divine fervice in the catbedrak — Vijit to the bijhop . — /)/«*• 
ner with a judge, — Journey to Mofcow. — Peafants. — ^jeir 
drefsy cottages ^food^ 8cc. 


A ugust ao. We came into Ruffia at the fmall village chap* 
of Tolotzin, which in 1 77 2 belonged to Poland, but is . , 

now comprifed in the portion of country ceded tb the em- 
prefs by the late partltiofi treaty^ The province allotted to 
Ruflia comprifes Polifti Livonia, that part of the palatinate 
of Polotlk which* lies to the eaft of the Dima ; the palati- 
nates of Yiteplk, Miciflaw, and two fmall portions to the . 

nortli- 
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BOOK north-eaft and fouth-eaft of the palatinate of MinOl : this 
— j trail of land (Polifh Livonia excepted) is fituated in White- 
Ruflia, and includes at lea^l one third of Lithuania. 

The Ruffian limits of the new province are formed by 
the Dun a, from its mouth to above Viteplk, from thence 
by a ftraight line ninnrng direilly fouth to the fource of 
the Drug near Tolitzin, by the Drug to its junilion with 
the Dnieper, and laftly, by the Dnieper to the point where 
it receives theSotz. This territory is now divided into the two 
governments of Polotlk andMohilef ; its population amounts 
to about I j 600,0 00 fouls ; its produdlions are chiefly grain 
in large quantities, hemp, flax, and palture ; its forefts fur- 
nilh great abundance of mails, planks, alfo oak for fhip 
building, pitch and tar, &c. which are chiefly fent down the 
Duna to Riga. 

Upon entering Ruflia at Tolitzin we were greatly afto- 
niflied at the cheapnefs Of the poft-horfes ; and when our 
fervant had difeharged the firft account, which amounted to 
only two copecs, or about a penny, a verft for each horfe, 
we .Ihould have concluded, that he had cheated the poft- 
mafter in our favour, if we had not been well convinced, 
from the general charadler of the Ruffians, that they were 
not likely to be duped by ftrangers. Indeed we foon after- 
wards difeovered, that even half of the charge, which we 
thought fo extremely moderate, might have been faved, if 
we had taken the precaution of obtaining an order from the 
Ruffian embaflador at Warfaw. 

From Tolotzin, through the new government of Mohilef, 
the road was excellent, and of conliderable breadth, with a 
double row of trees planted on each fide, and ditches to drain 
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JOURNEY TO SMOLENSK O. 

off the water. We paffed through feveral wretched villages, 
ferried at Orfa over the Dnieper, there only a fmaM ' river, 
went through DubrofFna, and arrived in the evening at Lady, 
The country from Tolitzin to Lady is waving and fomewhat 
hilly, abounds in foreft, and produces corn, millet, hemp, 
and flax. In the largeft villages we obferved fehools and 
other buildings, conftmdling at the expence of the emprefs, 
and alfo churches with domes, intended for th^ Polilh difli- 
dents of the Greek fe(ft, and the Ruflians who chufe to fettle 
in the country. 

Lady is fituated in the government of Smolenlko, and, 
'before the late difmemberment, was one of the Ruffian 
frontier towns : we took up our quarters at the polt-houfc, 
where we procured a very comfortable apartment. Thefe 
poft-houfes, which frequently occur in the principal high- 
roacls of Ruffia, are moftly conftruited upon the fame plan, 
and are very convenient for the accommodation of travellers; 
they are large fquare wooden buildings, encloflng a fpacious 
court-yard ; in the center of the front is a range of apart- 
ments intended for the reception of travellers, with a gate- 
way on each fide leading into the court-yard ; the remainder 
of the front is appropriated to the ufe of the poft-mafter and 
his fervants ; the other three fides of the quadrangle are 
divided into ftables and flieds for carriages, and large barns 
for hay and corn. We were Agreeably fufprized to meet with, 
in tins remote place, fome Englifh ftrong beer ; and no lefs 
pleafed to fee our fupper ferved up in diflies of our country- 
man Wedgewood’s creaiivcoloured ware. The luxury of 
clean ftraw for our beds was no fmall addition to thefe com- 
forts. * 

Upon calling for our bill iq the morning, we found our 
charge as reafonable as the entertainment was good. The 
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BOOK fatisfadion we expreffed at our reception, perhaps, induced 
' -■ the feci«tary (as the poft-mafter himfelf was abfent) to think 
us proper fubjedts of inlpofition. The diftance to the next 
nation was about ten tniles, and the fecretary demanded three 
times the fum allowed by the public regulations, under pre« 
tence of bur not being provided with an order for poft-horfcs. 
We hinted fome furprize at this charge : this intimation, 
though conveyed in the mildeft^erms, the fecretary thought 
proper to anfwer with expreflions of contempt ajnd defiance ; 
he ordered the horfes again into the ftable, and declared we 
Ihould not ftir from the place until we difcharged the full 
fum. Though we might eafily have been prevailed upon 
by the fligheft apology to have fobmitted to the fraud, we 
determined to ehaftile his infolence. We repaired to the 
director of thecuftom-houfe, and were immediately admitted : 
•to our great fatisfadtion he fpoke German ; and after we had 
laid bur cafe before him, he told us, that the Ruffian had 
demanded treble the fum he was intitled to ; he afliired us, 
that we ffiould receive inftant redrefs, and that the offender 
ffiould be punilhed for his impofition. Having difpatched a 
raeffenger, to whom he whifpered a private order, he defired 
us to wait his return, and offered us coffee. While we were 
drinking it, he gave us various information relative to the 
Ruffian polls ; added feveral hints, w'hich afterwards proved 
Angularly ufefnl ; and he particularly cautioned us to pro- 
cure an order for horfes from the governor of Smolenfko. 
In the raidlt of this converfation we heard a carriage drive to 
the door, which we perceived to be our own, with all things 
ready for our immediate departure; our old friend, the poft- 
mafter’s fecretary, made at the fame time his appearaftce in a 
very fubmiffive attitude ; we interceded with the diredfor for 
his back,, and obtained a promife that he ffiould not be beatj 

but 
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but only reprimanded. After making thofe acknowledge- chap. 
ments to our friendly director which w'ere due to his polite- v—4-h 
nefs, we took our leave, and proceeded on our journey. 

We were much chagrined at finding that the excellent 
new road lately deferibed terminated at Lady ; it was fome 
fatisfadlion, however, that the remaining parts from thence 
to Smolenlko proved far fuperior to thofe we had encoun- 
tered in the Lithuanian forefts. The villages were an exadl 
counterpart to thofe we had left behind, and exhibited 
fcarcely any thing more than a repetition of feenes already 
detailed. 

The Rufiians differ widely in their appearance and drefs 
from the Polifli peafants. The moft ilriking contraft arifes 
from their method of wearing their hair ; the Poles fliave 
their heads, leaving only a fmall tuft upon the crown ; while 
the others fuffer their hair to hang quite down to the eye- 
brows and over the ears, and cut it ftiort round the neck. 

The country was undulating and hilly, and more open than 
ufual until we arrived within a few miles of Smolenlko, when 
we plunged into a thick foreft, which continued almoft to the 
gates of that town without the intervention of a fingle vil- 
lage, or fcarcely of a fingle cottage. 

In 1403 the town of Smolenfko, which belonged to the 
Ruffians, was befieged and taken by Vitoldus, and, together 
with the whole province, ynited to the dutch y of Lithuania 
During the conftant and inveterate enmities which fubfifted 
between the Ruffians and Poles, Smolenlko was a place of 
great importance ; though only fortified according to the 
cuftom of the time, partly with ramparts of earth and 
ditches, and partly with pallifadoes, and a wooden citadel I ; 

* Dlugoffius, Lib. X. p. 104. ct feq. 
t Rcrum Mofe. Aut 5 t. p. 52. Maycrberg Iter Mofe. p. 74. 
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BOOK fortifications were, however^ fufficiently ftrongto 

the (Icfultory attacks of undifciplined troops, and it was at 
different intervals inefFe( 5 tuaUy befieged until the beginning 
of the I Cth century, when Vaflili Ivanovitch great-duke of 
Mofeovy got poffeflion of it, by corrupting the garrifon. It 
continued in the hands of the Ruffians for above a century,, 
in the fame fimple ftyle of defence. At length the impor- 
tance of its lituation near the frontiers of Poland, and the 
improvements in the art of war, induced Boris God unof,, 
prime minifter, and brother-in-law of the tzar Feodor Iva- 
novitch, to furround it with a wall : he came in perfon tO' 
Smolenfko, and himfelf affifted in tracipg out the lite of the 
fortifications, which he lived to fee comi)leted in his own 
reign •• 5 *, and which are the fame that*fubfift at prefent. 
Thefe additional fortifications, however, did not prevent Si- 
gifmond III. king of Poland, from befieging and taking the 
town in i6i I ; and by the truce of Develina in i6i8, the 
pofleffioQ- was confirmed to Poland. In 1654 it was again 
reduced by Alexey Michaelovitch ; and in 1 686finallcd ceded^ 
to Ruffia at the peace of Mofeow t. 

Smolenfko,- though by no means the moft magnificent, is 
by far the moft fingular town 1 have ever feen. It is fitu- 
ated upon the river Dnieper, and ftands upon two hills, and 
upon the valley which lies betwe^en them. It is furrounded 
by walls thirty feet high and fifteen thick, with the lower- 
part of ftone, and the upper of brick : thefe walls, which- 
follow the fhape of the hills, and enclofe a circumference of 
feven verftsj, have, at every angle, round or fquare towers 
of two or three ftories, much broader at top than at bottom, 
and covered with circular roofs of wood. The intervals are. 

S. R, G. vol. V. p. 94. Lciignicb, Jus Pub, v. I. p. 46. 
f Lcngnich, t. I. p. 47. J Four miles and three-quarters. 
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Ilu^ed with fmaller turrets; on the outfide of the Wall is chap. 
a broad deep ditch, regular covered way with traverfes, j 
glacis, &c. arid wher<p the ground is higheft there are re- 
doubts of earth according to the naodern lly le of fortification. 

In the middle of the town is an eminetice, upon which 
ftarids the cathedral ; from whence I had a moll; pi^i^refque 
view of the tovrn, interfperfed within the circuit of the walls 
with gardens, groves, copfes, fields of paf^ure, and corn. 

The buildings are moftly wooden, of one ftpry (many of 
them no better than cottages) excepting here aiKl ther€t a 
gentleman’s houfe, which is called a palace,, and leveral 
churches, conftrudted of brick and ftuccoed. One long broad 
ftreet, which is paved, interfefts the whole length of the 
town in a ftraight line ; the other ftreets generally wind in 
circular diredlions, and are fioored with planks. The walls 
llretching over the uneven fides of the hills till they reach 
the banks of the Dnieper, their antientftyle of architecture, 
their grotefque towers, the fpires of churches Ihootiog above 
the trees, which are fo numerous as almoft to conceal the 
buildings from view, the appearance of meadows and the 
arable groimd, all thefe objects blended , together exhibit a 
fcene of the moft fingular and contrafted kind. On the fur- 
ther fide of the Dnieper are a number of Itraggling wooden 
houfes that form the fubxirbs of the town, and are joined to 
it by a wooden bridge. far as I could colleCt from vague 
information, this town contains about 4,000 inhabitants : it 
has no manufactures ; but carries on fome commerce witb 
the Ukraine, Dant:^c, and Riga. The principal articles, of 
ks trade are flax, hemp, honey, wax,^hides, hogs briftles, 
malts, planks, and Siberian furs. 

The Dnieper rifes in the foreft of Volkonfki, near the 
fource of the Volga, about 100 miles from Smolenfko. It 
s paffes 
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BOOK pafles by Smolenflto and MohU^, feparates theUkraiiie from 
Poland, flows by Kiof,^ ^d falls into the black-fea between 
Otzakof and Kinbarn. ^e acqnifition of the province 
of Mohilef, its whole coprfe is now included within the Ruf- 
fian territories. It begins to be navigable at a little diftance 
above Smolenfko, though jn fome feafons of the year it isfb 
lhallow near the town, that the goods muft be tranfjported 
upon rafts and fmall flat-bottomed boats, ' 

Having occalion for a new paflport and an order for horfes, 
we called upon the gpveruOT, acccanpanied by a Ruflian 
fludent, who fpoke Latin, for our interpreter. The governor 
being at church, we repaired to the cathedral, where we 
waited until divine fervice was concluded. The cathedral 
is a ftately building, eredled upon the fpot where formerly 
flood the palace of the ancient dukes of Smolenfko. The 
infide walls are covered with coarfe paintings reprefenting 
our Saviour, the Vii^in, and a variety of Saints, which are 
very abundant in the Greek religion. The flirine, or 
fanduary, into which only the priefts are admitted, is fepa- 
rated from the body of the church by a fkreen with large 
folding doors, and is ornamented with twifled pillars of the 
Corinthian order richly carved and gilded. The worlhip 
feemed to confifl <of innumerable ceremonies : the people 
crofled themfelves without ceafing ; bowed towards the 
fhrinc and to -each other, and eveq touched the ground with 
their heads. The bifliop of Smolenfko performed the fer- 
vice ; a venerable figure, with white flowing hair and long 
heard ; he had a crown uixjn his head,* and was (Irefled in 
rich epifcopal robes. The folding doors were occafionally-. 
upened and dofed with great pomp and folemnity whenever 
tlie bifliop retired within, or came forth to blefs the people : 
atthe.concluflpn of the fervice, the doors being thrown open, 

the 
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tix#b*i£hop advanced forward with a candleftick. in each hand, 

one containing three, and the other two lighted candles ; > ^ 

which he repeatedly crofled over each other in different di- 
re£tions ; then waving them towards the audience, he con- 
cluded with a. final benedi<flion. Thefe candlefticks, as t 
am informed, are fymbolical; one alludes to the Trinity,' 
and the other to the two natures of Chrift, 

The fervice being finilhed, we prefented ourfelves to the 
governor, who, ta our lurprize, received us with an air of 
Goldnefs, which made fuch an impreffion on our interpreter, 
that he could not be perfuaded to utter a Angle word. At' 
length a gentleman in the governor’s train accofted us in 
French, and inquired. our bufinefs. Upon our informing- 
him, that we were Englifti gentlemen who defired a palT- 
port, and an order for horfes, he told us with a finile, that 
the plainnefs of our drefles had raifed a fulptcion of our 
being tradefmen; but he was not ignorant that Englilh gen- 
tlemen feldora wore lace on their clothes, or fwords in a. 
journey ; an intimation which recalled to our memory the 
advice of our Polifh friend at Minik He then whifpered- 
the governor, who inftantly alfumed an appearance of com- 
placency, and teftified by his gefture an intention of comply- 
ing with his requeft. This matterwas fearcely adjufted, when 
the bifliop joined the company ; he had laid afide the coftly 
garments, in which he performed the fervice, and was dreffed' 
in a long black robe, a round black cap,, and veil of the fame 
colour.. He addreffed us in Latin, and invited us to his 
houfe. He led the way, and we followed with the reft of 
the company to a commodious wooden building adjoining to 
the cathedral. Upon entering the apartment the governor 
and Ruffian gentlemen kilfed his hand with great marks of 

•P.ajg., 
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BOOK refpe<3:. After defiring'^Lthe company to lit, he’’ di^n- 
us by particular attoiition, and obferved, 'with much 
politenefs, that our csoraptny gave him greater pleafure, as 
he had never, fince hif relidenoe at §molenflto, received a 
vifit from any EngUlhman, for wbofe nation he had the 
higheft refpedt. .During this con verfation a fervant fpread 
a cloth 4 Upon a fcwall taWe, and placed upon it a plate of 
bread, fome fait, and feme flowers ; another followed with 
a falver of fmali glafles full of a tranfparent liquor ; the 
bilhop biefled the bread and the falver with great folemnity, 
and then took a, glafs : we thoughtit at firft a religious ce- 
cemony ; but were undeceived by the fervants offering the 
hr<!ad andi falver to us as well as the other perfons prefent. 
Every one being ferved, the bilhop drank all our healths, a 
-compliment which the company returned with a bow, and 
inftantly emptied their, glafles ; we followed this example, 
and found the draught tq a dram of cherry- water. This 
preliminary being fettled, w© refumecl our converfation with 
the billiop, and alked him feveral queftions relative to the 
ancient ttate of Smolenlko. He anlwered every enquiry with 
great rcadinefs ; gave us a concife account of the ftate of 
the town under its antienjt dukes, and informed us that their 
' palace was fituated on the fpot now occupied by the cathe- 
dral, which was built by Feodor Michaelovitch brother of 
Peter the Great, and had been lately repaired and beautified. 
After about half an hour’s agreeable converfation, we role 
up and took our leave, greatly pleafed witli the politenefs and 
affability of the bilhop. 

Our interpreter, who was one of the ftiKlents, conduced 
\is to. the ieminary, which is appropriated for the education 
of the clergy, in which the Latin, Greek, German, and Po- 
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lifti languages are taught : the prieft who IheWed us the 
library talked Latin ; he introduced us into his chamber/ and, 
according to the hofpitable cuflom of this country, ofiered 
us fome refrefhment, which confifted of cakes and mead. 

In the afternoon the Ruffian gentleman, who fo oblig- 
ingly relieved us from our embarrafsment before the go^^ 
vernor, kindly paid us a vifit, and invited us to dine with 
him the following day. We accepted his invitation, and 
waited upon him at two, the ufual hour of dining : lie was 
a judge, and lived in a wooden houfe provided by the court ; 
the rooms were fmall, but neatly fumifhed . The company con- 
iifted of that gentleman, his wife and lifter, all of whom talked 
French ; the ladies were drefled iii the French fafliron, and 
had on a good deal lof rouge : they do not curtfy ; but their 
mode of falute is to bow their heads very low. Before 
dinner liqueurs were handed about ; the ladies each took a 
fmall glafs, and recommended the fame to us as favourable 
to digeftion. The table was neatly fet out, the dinner ex- 
cellent, and ferved up in Englifli cream-coloured ware ; be- 
fide plain roaft and boiled meats, feveral Ruffian difhes were 
introduced ; one of thefe w'as a kind of fallad comix)fed of 
mulhrooms and onions ; and another the grain of green 
corn, baked and moiftened with fweet oil. Before we rofe 
from table our hoft called for a large glafs ; he filled a bum- 
per of champagne, drank, it off to our health, and then handed 
the glafs round. “ This is an old cuftora,” faid the judge, 
“ and was meant as an expreflion of regard ; the age is now 
“ grown delicate, and the free effufions of hofpitality muft 
“ be fupprefled in ceremony; but I am an old-fafhioned man, 
“ and cannot eafily relinquilh the habits of my youth.” 
After dinner we adjourned to another room, and played two 
or three rubbers of whifl. Coffee and tea were brought in, 
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BOOK and a plate of fweet-meats was liahcled tonnd to'ffie com- 
pany. About fix we tdok leave of our friendly hoft, and re- 
turned tooiir inn, if it rfiay "be called by that honourable ap- 
pellation. This inn, which was the beil, for it was the only 
one in the town, was a wooden building, in a very ruinous 
Hate, formerly painted oh the outllde. The apartment which 
we occupied had once been hung with paper, as appeared from 
fome ;torn fragments that hfere and there covered a fmall 
portion of the wainfcot, which was a patch- work of old and 
new planks. Its furniture was two benches and as many 
chairs ; of the latter, one was without a bottom ; and the 
other without a back; the only table was an old deal box,. 
We were inclined to conjecture there was a heavy tax upon 
air and light in this country ; for afl the windows were 
nailed up with planks, except one, which could not be 
opened, and it could fcarcely be feen through, on account 
of the dirt with which it was incrufted. In the inventory 
of thefe valuables I ftiould not omit a couch upon which I 
flept : it had been fo often mended, that, like Sir John Cut- 
ler’s ftockings, immortalized in Martinus ScribleruSy we could 
not diftinguilh any part of the original materials. It may 
perhaps appear furprizing, that in a town like Smolenfko 
there fliould be no tolerable inn ; but the furprize will ceafe, 
when we refleCl that fewilrangers pafs this way; and that 
Ihe Ruffians themfelves carry their provifions with them, 
and either continue their journey through the night, or are 
received in private houfes. 

Auguft 35. We quitted Smolerifko, crofled the Dnieper 
over a wooden bridge into the fuburbs, and purfued our 
journey for fome way through a valley of fine pafture wa4 : 
tered by the Dnieper, fpotted with underwood, and termi- 
nating on each fide in gentle eminences clothed w'ith wood. ; 
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As we a<Jvaiiced, the dountry. became more abrupt and un- 9 kap. 
even, but no where rofe into any confiderable hill. Near'— yl—' 
Slovoda a large ftraggling village, where we flopped for a 
few hours during th,f darkneis of the night, we again croffcci 
the Dnieper raft formed of trunks of tnxs tied to- 

gether with ^prds,^nd fcarcely large enough to receive thp 
carriage, whijc^ funk it fome inches under water ; this ma- 
chine was then puflied from the banks until it met another 
pf the fame kind, to which the .horfes flopped with great 
difficulty ; and the diftance of the two rafts from each 
other was fo confiderable, that the carriage eonld fcarcely 
be prevented from flipping between them and finking into 
the river. ,, 

The fecond poft ♦from this primitive ferry was Dogoro- 
bufh, built upon a riling hill, and.exhibiting, likc Smolenlko, 
though upon a lefler fcale, an intermixture of churches, 
houfes, cottages, corn-fields, and meadows ; fome of the 
houfes, which had been lately conflrudted at the empreffes 
expence, were of brick covered with flucco, and had the 
appearance of fo many palaces, when contrafted with the 
meannefs of the furrounding hovels. This place was for- 
merly a flrong fortrefs, and frequently befieged during the 
wars between Ruflia and Poland : the ramparts and ditches 
of the antient citadel ftill remain; from them we com- 
manded an extenfive view of the adjacent country, which 
was a large plain watered by the winding Dnieper, and 
bounded by diftant hills. From Dogorobufli we proceeded 
about 24 miles to a imall village called Zaratcfli, where we 
thought ourfelves very fortunate in being houfed for the 
night in a tolerable hut, w'hich afforded us a rare inftance 
of accommodation in thefe parts, a room feparate from that 
ufed by the family. Our hoftefs was a true Aliatic figuie : 
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BOOK fhehadon a blue garhient Without which defde^^ 

to the ankles, and was tied round the waift with a red fafli j 
fhe wore a white piece of linen wrapped round her head 
like a turban, ear-rings, and necklace of variegated beads ; 
her flioes were faftened with bhie ftrings, which were alfo 
bound round the ankles, in order to keep up the coarfe linen 
wrappers which feiwed for ftockings. 

Auguft 27. Our roiite the next morning, fro^ a Zaratelh 
to Viafma, lay through a continuity of foreft, occafionally 
relieved by the intervention of paftures and corn-fields. 
When we reflefted that we were in the 5 5th degree of 
northern latitude, we were furprized at the forwardnefs of 
the harveft : the wheat and barley were already carried in, 
and the peafants were employed in cutting the oats and 
millet. Since our departure frorti Smolenlko the weather 
had proved remarkably cold, and the wind had the keennefs 
of a November blaft ; the peafants were all clothed in their 
Iheeplkins, or winter drefles. 

At a fmall diftance from Viafma we pafled the rivulet of 
the fame name, navigable only for rafts, which defcend its 
fiream into the Dnieper: we then mounted a fmall emi- 
nence, on the top whereof Hands the town, making a mag- 
nificent appearance with the domes and fpires of feveral 
churches riling above the trees. Viafma fpreads, in a broken 
disjointed manner, over a large ektent of ground : its build- 
ings are moftly of wood, a few houfes of brick excepted, 
which had lately been erefted by the munificence of the em- 
prefs. Part of the principal ftreet is formed, like the 
Ruffian roads, of the trunks of trees laid crofs-ways, and 
part is boarded with planks like the floor of a room. It ^ 
contains above twenty churches, an aftonifliing number for 
a place but thinly inhabited. The churches in thefe fmall 
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towiis aild pillages ornamented with a cupola and 

feveral domes : the outfide walls are either white-walhed or ’ — r— 
painted red, and the^upolas or domes are generally of a 
different colour from the other parts. At fome diftance the 
^umber of fpijres and domes rifing above the trees, .which 
conceal the contiguous hovels from view, would lead a tra- 
veller unacquainted with the cpuntry to expeft a large city 
in a place, where perhaps, upon nearer bfpeition, he will 
only find a coUe< 5 lion of wooden huts. 

At yiafma was concluded, in 1634, the treaty of perpe- 
tual peace between Ladifiaus IV. kihg of Poland, and 'Mi- 
chael Feodorovitch : by this treaty Michael confirmed the 
ceflion of Smolen/ko, Severia, and Tchernichef, which had 
been yielded to the Poles at the truce of Develina; while 
Ladifiaus renounced the title of Tzar, and acknowledged 
Michael as the rightful fovereign of Rullia On this occa- 
fion both raonarchs relinquiftied what they did not poflefs ; 
and wifely facrificed imagin^y pretenfions to the attain- 
ment of a fubftantial peace. 

The Ruffian peafants appeared in general a large coarfe 
hardy race, and of great bodily ftrength. Their drefs is a 
round hat or cap with a very high crown, a coarfe robe of 
drugget (or in winter of flieep-Ikin with the wool turned 
inwards) reaching below the knee, and bound round the 
waift by a faffi, trowfers.of linen almoft as thick as fack- 
cloth, a woollen or flannel cloth wrapped roitnd the leg in- 
ftead of ftockings ; fandals woven from ftrips of a pliant 
bark, and faftened by firings of the fame materials, which 
are afterwards twined round the leg, and ferve as garters 
to the woollen or flannel wrappers. In warm weather the 

* LcDgnich^ Hift. PoLp. 167. 
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Their cott^es ar:(|^fl|u<a 0 ^ i{|^li^n 3 e marmp as t]l|0jis 
of Lithuania, but 

vided with an^ dotn^^^' utj|^^;^ey areijE>^||i 

fcjuare fhape, and 

another^il^, legated, jafctJie ;|^ur cpm^ 
mitics meet, with mor|aife$. and. tenons Tfe€ interfticili' 
between thefe piles are filled l^p >vil;h .mof5. Within the 
houfe , the timbers are fewothed with jhe pe» Jh 
the appear^’C of waihfcpt ; but w;ithput are. lefs»'with the'' 
bark in their rude ftate. The roofs are in the penthoufe 
form, generally corapofed of the bark of trees or fliingles, 
which are fometimes covered with mpfuld or turf. The 
peafadts ufually cpnftru<Sl the whole houfe folely Avith the 
afliftance of the hatchet, and^ut the planks of the floor with 
the fame iiiftrument, in many parts being unacquainted with 


the ufe of the faw ; they finifh the fl^ell of the houfe and the 
roof, before they begin tb, cut the windows and doors. The 
windows are openings of w inches fquare, clofed with 
fliding frames ; and the doors are fo low as not to admit a 
middle-fized man without ftooping. 

Thefe cottages fometimes, though very rarely, confift of 
two ftories ? in which cafe the lower apartment is a kind of 
ftore-room for their provifions, quafs, &c. and the upper room 
is the habitable part of the houfe; the fiair-cafe is moft 
commonly a kind of ladder on the outfide ; moft of thefe 
huts are, however, only one ftory iq height ; a few of them 
contain two rooms, the generality only one. In fome of this 
latter fort I was frequently awakened by the chickens pick- 
ing the grains Pf corn in the ftraw upon which I layj and 
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a village, where we pafled t|ie night of the ayth, a pafty of 
'hog« gained adtnit^nee ‘ihto the ^bom at four in the morn- 
ing, and rodiedine-by gruarf ear; Notmtieh 

^leafed either wlth’ the caffinefs of the vilit, or the faldta- 
tion of my vifitdfsi, I tailed oht 'm nay fervant,^‘ Jofepb, 
“ drive thefe gentry Out of the rioin,^ land fhnt%e ddOri*’ 
♦* There is no door that wHl lhut,^^epHed Jofeph with great 
compofure, “ we have tridd %Very expedient to falVen it 
“ without fuccOfs ? the hogs have more than once been 
“ excluded, but have as often retuihed.’’ This converfation 
io effeftually roufed me, that 1 determined to relign to my 
unwelcome guefts that litter which I could no longer enjoy 
myfelf; I accordingly faifed myfelf from the ftraw,; and, 
fitting down, contemplated by the light of a flip of «leal the 
fcenc around me. • My two companions were ftretched upon- 
the fame parcel of ftraw frqm which I had juft emerged a 
little beyond them our fervattts occupied a feparate heap ; 
at a fmall diftance three Ruffians, with long beards, 
and coarfe fackcloth fhirts and trowfers, lay extended Upon 
their backs on the bare floor ; opfhe oppofite fide of the 
room, three women in their clothes fl umbered on a long 
bench ; while the top of the ftove afforded a couch to a 
woman dreffed- like the others,, and four fprawling children 
almoll naked. * 

The furniture in thefe cottages confifts chiefly of a 
wooden table or dreffer, and benches fattened to the fides of 
the room : the utenfil8. are platters, bowls, fpoons, &c. all 
made of wood, with perhapsnne large earthen pan, in which 
the family cook their victuals. The food of the peafants is 
black-rye-bread, fometimes white, eggs, falt-fifh, bacon, 
mufhrooms; their favourite difb is a kind of hodge-podge 
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BOOK made of fait, or fometimes frelh meat, • groats, rye-flour, 
uJJL- highly feafoned with onions and garlick, which latter ingre- 
dients are much ufed by the Ruflians. 

The peafants feemed greedy of money, and almoft wholly 
demanded previous payment for every trifle we bought or 
bargained for. They feemed alfo in general much inclined 
to thieving. In Poland it was not neceffary to be always 
upon the watch ; and we frequently left the equipage dur- 
ing the whole night without" any guard ; but in this country, 
without the precaution of regularly ftationing a fervant in 
the carriage, every article would foon have difappeared ; 
and even with this expedient, the watchfulnefs of our Argus 
was continually baffled by the fuperior vigilance of the 
natives ; and the morning generally announced fome petty 
lofs, to which the night had given birth. 

The peafants at every poft were obliged to furnifli us 
with horfes at a fixed and very reafonable rate, which had 
one ill eftedt of rendering them extremely dilatory in their 
motions ; and as our only interpreter was a Bohemian ^ fer- 
vant, not perfeitly acquainted with the Ruffian language, his 
difficulty in explaining, joined to their backwardnefs in 
executing our orders, occafioned our freq\iently waiting 
fcveral hours for a change of horfes. The peafants adled in 
the capacity of coachmen and poftilions : they always har- 
neffed four horfes a-breatt, and ‘commonly put eight, and 
I’omctimes even ten horfes to our carriage, as the ftages were 
for the moft part twenty, and fometimes even thirty miles in 
length, and the roads extremely bad. They feldom ufed 
either boots or faddles, and had no fort of ffirrup, except a 
rope doubled and thrown acrofs the horfe’s back. Each horfe 
was equipped with a fnaffle-bridle, which however was fd- 


^ The Bohemian and Ruffian languages are both dialects of the Sclavonian tongue. 
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dqp inre¥t^;into t]be mowlhj bot was generally fufiered to 
hang loofe under his jw. ; Thc general'method of driving ^--4--^ 
was not in a Ready pace, hut by * ftarts and bounds, with 
Uttle attention to , ^ nature of the ground : the peafants 
f^dom trotted, th^rhorfes; - they would fuddenly pufli thenii 
forwards into a pljop throsogh thei ,.worR roads, and fome* 
times as fuddenly check their/ fpeed^ Upon the moll fevel!^ 
furface. A common piece of .®Qpe ferved them fora whipf 
which they feldom had any ofei^on to ufe, as they urged- 
their horfes forwards by hoQting and whiftling likecat-oalls. 

The intervals of thefe noifes were ijKled with finging, which 
is a favourite pradliee among tho Ruffians ; and has been 
mentioned by moft travellers udio, for thefe two or three- 
laft centuries, have vifited this country, and which I lhall en- 
large upon on a future occafion. • . 

From the wretched hamefs, which was continually break- 
ing, and required to be repeatedly adjutted, the badnefs of 
the roads, the length of time. We were always detained at' 
the pofts before we could procure horfes, and other necef- 
fary impediments, we were feldom able, to travel more than 
forty or fifty miles a day, although we commenced our jour- 
ney before fun-rife, and purfued it till it was quite dark. ■ 

Auguft 27 . Near Viafraa we entered the vafl foreft of 
Volkonlki, through which we continued for isomiles with- 
out interruption almoR to the gates of Mofcovv. This foreft, 
which ftretches on all fides to an.immenfe extent, gives rife 
to the principal rivers of European Ruffia, the Duna, the 
Dnieper, and the Volga,. , The fources of the Duna were at 
fome diftatice from our route ; but thofe of the Dnieper and 
the Volga rofe at fmall intervals from each other, not fer from 
Viafma. The country in this part was more than ufual 
VoL. I. LI broken 
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BOOK ^jiokca into hill and dale ; though Hill it exhibited ratjjjer 
fucceflion of waving, furface, than any confiderable ele- 
vations. ^ 

On the 28th we arrived at the village of Gretkeva towards 
the clofe of the evening, and imprudently proceefded on our 
journey another ftage of eighteen miles ; the evening fat 
in exceedingly dark, cold, and rainy ; the road was uncom- 
monly bad, and we were in continual apprehenfions of being 
overturned. The greateft danger, however, which we en- 
countered, was unknown to us until we arrived at the end 
of the ftation : we were then informed by our fervants, that 
we had aduallycrofled a broad piece of water upon a wooden 
bridge without railing, fo infirm that it almoft cracked un- 
der the carriage, and fo narrow that on& of the hind-wheels 
was for an inftant abfolutely fufpended over the precipice be- 
neath. Our ufual good fortune brought us fafe between 
twelve and one to a cottage at Molhailk, where we found an 
excellent ragout of beef and onions prepared for us by the 
trufty fervant, who always preceded us, and provided our 
lodging and fupper. I have little to fay of Molhaifk, as we 
entered it at fo late an hour, and departed the next morning 
by day-break. We changed horfes at the village of Selo- 
Naro, and arrived early in the evening at Malo-a-Viafma, 
embolbmed in the foreft, and pleafantly fituated at the edge 
of a fmall lake. This place was diftant only 24 miles from 
Mofeow, where we were impatient to arrive ; but we pru- 
dently deferred our journey until the next morning, as we 
did not chufe to tempt fortune again by expofing ourfelves 
a fecond time to dangers in a dark and in an unknown 
country. 

The road for fome way before we came to Malo-^-Viafma, 
and from thence to Mofeow, was for the whole Ipace a broad 
4 llraight 
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Hr^ght avenue cut through the foreft. The trees, which 
compofed thefe vaft plantations, fet by the hand of Nature, 
were oaks, beech, mountain-aih, poplar, pines and firs, 
mingled together in the moft wanton variety. The different 
lhades of green, and the rich tints of the autumnal colours, 
were inexpreflibly beautiful ; while the fublime, but uni- 
form expanfe of foreft was occafionally relieved by receffes 
of paftures and COTn-fields. ' 
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Arrival at M6fcpw.-— of its origin and progrejsj^ 
Removal of the feat of Empire to Peterfburgh.— 
and particular defcriptiori of Mofcow.^/// divijions.^^ 
Kremlin. — Khitaigorod. Bielgorod. — Semlainigorod. 

— ^fbe SlobodOy or fuburbs.r—New palace-gardens, — OU 
Jlyle.—Hofpitality of the Ruffian nobles. •—Polite attentions 
of PrinceWo\koT^^^.— -Account of Mr. M.\ x\\qx the celebrated 
biftorian.—Anniverfary of St. Alexander Nevlki.— 
monies of the day. — Entertainments Alexey Orlof’s. 

—bis Jlud. — Boxing Matches,— YzMTshsMy ^c. 

A ugust 30. Our approach to Mofcow was firft an- 
nounced about the diftance of fix miles by fome fpires, 
which over-topped an eminence at the end of the broad 
avenue cut through the foreft ; about two or three miles 
further we afcended an height, from whence a moft fuperb 
profpe( 5 l of the vaft city burft upon our fight. It lay in the 
form of a crefcent, and ftretched to a prodigious extent, 
while innumerable churches, towers, gilded fpires and domes, 
white, red, and green buildings glittering in the fun, formed 
a moft fplendid appearance, yet ftrangely contrafted by an 
intermixtur e of numberlefs wooden hovels. The neighbour- 
ing country was undulating ; the foreft reached to within a 
mile of the ramparts. When it was fucceeded by an open 
range of paftures without enclofures. W e crofied the river 
Molkva over a raft floating upon the water, and faftened to 
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each bank, which the Ruffians call a living-bridge, from its 
bOTding under the carriage. After a ftriil examination ■ 

our pafspprt, being permitted to enter the gates, we drove 
through the fuburbs for a confiderable way along a wooden 
road, entered one of the interior circles of the town, called 
Bielgorod, and took up our quarters at an inn kept by a 
Frenchman, at which fome of the nobility hold ailem- 
blies. Our apartments were convenient and fpacious ; we 
alfo found every accommodation in abundance, except beds 
and flieets ; for as no one thinks of travelling in this country 
without thofe articles, inns are feldom provided with them. 

With much trouble, however, we were able to obtain from 
our landlord two bedfteads with bedding, and one matrafs to 
place upon the floor ; but we could not procure more than 
three fheets, one whereof fell to my lhare : we had been fb 
long accuftomed to lleep in our clothes upon ftraw, that we 
thought ourfelves in a Rate of unheard-of luxury, and bleffed 
ourfelves for our good fortune, 

Mofeow, called by the natives Molkva, is not fo antient as 
Novogorod, Kiof, Volodimir, and Tver, which towns had 
been the refidcnce of the Ruffian fovereigns before this city 
exifted. The antiquarians of this country differ confiderably 
in their opinions concerning the fir ft foundation of Mofeow ; 
the following relation is generally efteemed by the beft au- 
thors the moft probable account 

Kiof was the metropolis, when George fon of Volodimir 
Monomaka afeended in 1154 the Ruffian throne. That mo- 
narch, being infulted in a progrefs through his dominions 
by a rich and powerful hoblemau named Stephen Kutchko, 
put him to death, and confifeated his domains, which con- 

* See SumorokoPfi Kleinc Chronik Von Mofeau in St. fet. Journal for 1776; and 
Scherebatof’s Ruil. Gcf. p. 736, 
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, BOOK fitted of the lands now occupied hy the city of Mofcow, and 

«— yl-^the adjacent territory. Pleafed with the fituation of the 
ground lying at the conflux of the Molkva and Neglina, he 
laid the foundation of a new town* which he called Moikva 
from the river of that name. Upon the demife of GeorgCj 
the new town was not neglecSted by his fon Andrew, who 
transferred the feat of empire from Kiof to Volodimir ; but 
it fell into fuch decay under his immediate fucceflbrs, that 
when Daniel, fon of Alexander Nevflti, received, in the divi- 
fion of the empire, the duchy of Mufcovy as his portion, 
and fixed his refidence upon the conflux of the Molkva and 
Neglina, he may be faid to have n|W founded the town. The 
fpot now occupied by the Kremlin, was at that time over- 
fpread with a thick wood and a morafs ; ,in the midft where- 
of was a fmall ifland, containing a Angle wooden hut. Upon 
this part Daniel conftru£led churches and monafteries, and 
various buildings, and enclofed it with wooden fortifications ; 
he firft afiumed the title of duke of Mofcow ; and was fo 
attached to this fituation, that when, in 1 304, he fucceeded 
his brother Andrew Alexandrovitch in the great duchy of 
Volodimir, he did not remove his court to Volodimir, but 
continued his refidence at Mofcow, which then became the 
capital of the Ruflian dominions. His fucceflbrs followed 
his example ; among whom his fon Ivan confiderably en- 
larged the new metropolis ; and in 1367 his grandfon De- 
metrius Ivanovitch Donlki furrounded the Kremlin with a 
brick-wall. Thefe new fortifications, however, were not 
ftrong enough to prevent Tamerlane, in 1382, from taking 
the town after a Ihort fiege Being foon evacuated by that 
defultory conqueror, it came into the polfeflion of the Ruf- 
fians ; 


* * s. R. G. V. 11. p. 93. 
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fians ; but was frequently invaded and occupied by the Tar- 
tars, who in the 1 4th and 1 sth centuries over-ran the greateft ' — ^ 
part of Ruflia j and who even maintained a garrifon in Mof- 
cow, until they were finally expelled by Ivan Vaffilievitch I. 

To him Mofcow is indebted for its principal fplendour ; and 
under him it became the principal and moft confiderable city 
of the Ruffian empire. 

The Baron of Herberftein, who in the beginning of the 
fixteenth century was embaffador from the emperor Maxi- 
milian to the great-duke Vaffili, fon of the above-mentioned 
Ivan Vaffilievitch, is the firft foreign writer who has given a 
defcription of Mofcow, which he accompanied with a coarfc 
engraving of the town in wood K In this curious, but rude 
plan, we may diftingrailh the walls of the Kremlin, or citadel, 
in their prefent ftate, and we may recognize feveral of the 
public buildings, which even now contribute to its ornament. 

From this period we are able to trace its fubfequent progrefs 
and gradual increafe under the fucceeding fovereigns in the 
accounts of feveral Englilhf and foreign J writers, who, fince 
Herberftein, have publiftied their travels info thefe parts. 

Mofcow continued the metropolis of Ruffia until the be- 
ginning of the prefent century ; when, to the great difla- 
tisfadlion of the nobility, but \vith great advantage, probably, 
to the ftate, the feat of empire was transferred to Peterf- 
burgh. . • 

Notwithftanding the predilection which Peter conceived 
for Peterfburgh, in which all the fucceeding fovereigns, ex- 
cepting Peter II. have fixed their relidence, Mofcow is ftill 
the moft populous city of the Ruffian empire. Here the chief 

* Sec Rer. Mof, Com. in Rer. Mof. Perry, Bruce, &c. 

t Chiefly Chancellor Fletcher, Smith, J Poflcviniis, Margaret, PetreiUs, Olca* 
the author of Lord Carliftc’s EmbafTy, rius, Mayerberg, Lc Bruyn, &c. 

nobles 
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nobles who do not belong to the court of the emprefi refide; 
•— v^they here fiipport a larger number of retainers; they love 
to gratify their tafte for a ruder and more expenfive mag- 
nificence in the antient ftyle of feudal grandeur ; and are 
not, as at Peterfburgh, eclipfed by the fuperior fplendour of 
the court. 

Mofcow is fituated in 37' 31''' degree of longitude from 
the firft meridian of Greenwich, and in SS' 4S"45'" of 
northern latitude. 

It is certainly the largeft town in Europe; its circumfe- 
rence within the rampart, which ericlofes the fubnrbs, being 
exactly 39 verfts, or 26 miles* ; but it is built in fo ftrag- 
gling and disjointed a manner, that its population in no de- 
gree correfponds to its extent. Some Ruffian authors ftate 
its inhabitants at 500,000 fouls ; a number evidently exag- 
gerated. Bufching, who refided fome years in Riiffia, fays 
that in 1770 Mofcow contained 708 brick-houfes, and 
11,840 wooden habitations; 85,731 males and 67,059 
females, in all only 152,790 fouls ; a computation which 
feems to err in the other extreme f . 

According to an account publiffied in the Journal of St. 
Peterlburgh J, the diftrift of Mofcow contained, in the be- 
ginning of 1780, 2178 hearths ; and the number of inha- 
bitants were 137,698 males, and 134,918 females, in all 
272,616 fouls. In the courfe of thatfame year the deaths 
amounted to 3702, and the births to 8621 ; and in the end, 
the population of the diftriti was found to be 140,143 

males, and 137,392 females, in all 277,535 fouls. 

• Its circumference is nearly equal to p. 243. 
that of Pekin, which, including its fuburbs, i hufehing^s Neue Brdbefehreibung. V, L 

mcafurcs 40 verfts, or 26 miles and three- p. 841. Edit. 1777. 
quarters, Journal of St, Pet. April, 1775, J For 1781, p. jtoo# 
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This coinputation is certainly more to be dependeid upon 
than either of tlw others; and its truth has been recently'—,^ 
cwnfirmod to me by an Englifli gentleman lately returned 
from Mofeow, who made this topic the fubjeft of his in- 
quiries. According to his account, which he received from 
the lieutenant of the police 

Mofeow contains within the ramparts 250,000 fouls. 

And in the adjacent villages 50,000 

If I was ftruck with the fingularity of Smoleniko, I was 
all aftonilhment at the immenlity and variety of Mofeow. 
Something fo irregular, fo uncommon, fo extraoidinary, and 
fo contrafted, never before fell under my obfervation. The 
ftreets are in general exceedingly long and broad : fome of 
them are paved; others, particularly, thofe in the fuburbs, 
are formed with trunks of trees, or are boarded with .planks 
like the floor of a roo'm ; wretched hovels are blended with 
large palaces ; cottages of one ftory ftand next to the moft 
fuperb and ftately manfions. Many brick ftrudtures are co- 
vered with wooden tops; fome of the wooden houfes are 
painted, others have iron doors and roofs. Numerous churches 
prefented themfelves in every quarter built in a peculiar ftyle 
of architefture ; fome with domes of copper, others ^bf tin, 
gilt or painted green, and many roofed with wood. In a 
word, Ibme parts of this vaft city have the look of a fequef- 
tered defert, other .quarters of a populous town, fome of a 
contemptible village, others of a great capital. 

Mofeow may be conlidered as a town built uixnithe Afiatic 
model, but gradually becoming more and more European ; 
and exhibiting in its prefent ftate a motley mixture of dif- 

^ This computation may ‘be relied upon. exa(5t an cllimate as polHblc of the number 
For as a new aquedipft near Mofeow was of inhabitants, in order to regulate the ne- 
juft finifljied, it was nccclFary to form as ceffary lupply of water for each family. 

VoL. I. M m cordant 
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BOOK cordant architedture. It is diftributed into the following 
divilions. I. Kremlin, a. Khitaigorod. 3. Bielgorod. 
4. Semlainogorod. 5. Sloboda; w hich, for want of a more 
precife term, I lliall call the fuburbs. 

I. The Kremlin was probably thus denominated by the 
Tartars when they were in poflefllon of Mofcow, from the 
w ord Krcm, of Krim, which fignifics a fortrefs : it Hands 
in the central and higheft part of the city, near the conflux 
of the Moikva and Neglina, which wafh tw^o of its tides, is 
of a triangular form, and about two miles in circumference. 
It is furrminded by high walls of ftone and brick, which 
were conftrudled by Peter Solarius, a celebrated architedl of 
Milan, in the year 149T) under the reign of Ivan Vaflilie- 
vitch I. as appears from the following eurious infcription 
over one of the gates. 

“ Joannes Vafilii Dei Gracia Magnus Dux Volodimeriaj 
“ Mofcovise Novogardie Tifcriae Plefcoviae Veticie 
“ Ongarie Permiie Buolgarie et Aliar. Totius Q. 
“ Raxite Dominus Anno Tertio Imperii Sul Has 
“ Torres Condere Fet. Statuit Petrus Antonides Sola- 
** rius Mediolanenfis anno Nat. Domin'. 1491. K.Julii.” 

The reader will doubtlefs be as much furprized as I 
was to find that the Tzars employed foreign architeds at 
fo eariy a period of their hiftory, before their country 
was fcarcely known to the reft of*Europe. The Kremlin 
is not disfigured by wooden houfes"^, and contains the antient 
palace of the Tzars, feveral churches, two convents, the pa- 
triarchal palace, the arfenal now in ruins, and one private 
houfe, v/hich .belonged to Boris Godunof before he was 
raifed to the throne. 

* See the next Chapter, where fomc of thefe buildings are deferibed, 

2. The 
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<£', The fecond divilloii is called Khitaigorod, a term con- 
•JCulured by fome ctymologiils to imply the Clhinelc town 
Voltaire, in his Hidory of Peter the Great, peremptorily fup* 
ports this opinion, when he calls Khitaigorod “ J.u partie' 
“ appellee la ville Chinoife, oh les rarctes dc la chine s’ctal- 
“ laient‘-'h” But it may he remarked, that this divilion of 
Mofeow bore its prefent ap})cl!ntion long before any eon- 
netftion was opened between the Rullians and Chinel'e ; and 
the heit hiftorians of this country, without pretending to al- 
certain its original fignification, fuppofe the svord Cathay or 
Khitai to have been introduced by the Tartars when they 
had poireflion of Mofeow “•••■ : in proof of this conjedurc, it is 
alledged, that there is a town in the Ukraine called Khitai- 
gorod, and another^of the fame name in Podolia ; both vvhicil 
countries, though entirely unknown to the Ghinefe, have 
been either over- run or inhabited by Tartars. 

The Khitaigorod is inclofed on one fide by that wall cf 
the Kremlin which runs from the Mplkva to the Neglina? 
and on the other fide by a brick wall of inferior height. It 
is much larger than the Kremlin, and contains the univerfitf, 
the printing-hotife, and many other public buildings, and all 
the tradefmens’ fiiops. The edifices are moftly lluccoed or 
white- waflied ; and it has the only flreet in Mofeow in which 
the houfes Hand clofe to one another without any intervals 
between them. 

3. The Bielgorod, or White Town, which runs quite 
round the two preceding divifions, is fuppofed to derive its 
name from a white wall with which it was formerly cn- 
dofed, and of which Ibme remains are ftill to be feen. 

• S. R. G. V. 8, p. 538— .541, 
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BOOK 4. Senilainogorod, which environs all the three other 
.. quarters, takes its denomination from a circular rampart of 
earth with which it is encompafled. Thefe two laft men- 
tioned divilions exhibit a grotefque group of churches, con- 
vents, palaces, brick and wooden houfes, and mean hovels, 
in no degree fuperior to pealants cottages. 

5. The Sloboda, or Suburbs, from a vaft exterior circle 
round all the parts already defcribed, and are invefted with 
a low rampart and ditch. Thefe fuburbs contain, befide 
buildings of all kinds and denominations, corn-fields, much 
open pafture, and fome fmall lakes, which give rife to the 
Neglina. 

The Mofkva, from which the city takes its name, flows 
through it in a winding channel ; but, excepting in Spring, 
is only navigable for rafts. It receives the Yaufa in the 
Semlainogorod and the Neglina at the weftern extremity of 
the Kremlin ; the beds of both thefe laft-mentioned rivulets 
are, in fummer, little better than dry channels. 

The morning after our arrival we ordered our Ruffian 
fervant to hire a carriage for our ufe during our ftay at 
Mofcow; the equipage he procured was a chariot and four 
horfes of different colours ; the coachman and poftilion 
were drefled like the peafants, with high cylindrical hats; 
the former, w'ith a long beard and flieep-fkin robe, fat upon 
the box ; the latter, in a coarfe drugget garb, was mounted 
upon the off horfe, according to the cuftom of this country. 
Behind the carriage was an enormous fack of hay : upon 
expreffing fome furprize at this appendage, we were inform- 
ed, that almoft every carriage at Mofcow is provided with a 
viaticum of this fort, which, while the mafter is paying his ' 
vifits, or is at dinner, is occafionally given to the horfes. 

3 Some 
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Some refrelhnlehts of this kindj irtdeed/ 

rieceflkfy, as bur horfes heVer fa\V the ftable ffbnb^^e tiihe''^^^ 

of leaving it in the mornihgyhbtil they returned to i^^ 
evening! or it midn^hfi^ ahb that interVafy 

like thbfe of but' hackney-boache^ in the ftreets. ©hrfng 
our continuance in this city'Vejj not imcoihtnbniyV perbwV^' 
abdut'diiiner-time, in the couirt-yafds of thole houfes where 
we dihedy many hbrfes without bridlesy and bhhatrieflea 

from the, tefpe^ive cartia|es, lM:owfmg uj^n fh^^^ 

provfendei ttrewed upoh the |rbuhd w ^h?m ^em ^r^ 
mixed diftferent pairtiiei Of* ebachthen liiid pbftilions; w'hp at 
the fame time gratified the calls of hunger upon a fepaft' 
ready prepared, like that of their' cattle^ and' w re- 

quired as-little ceremony in ferving up/^ 
thefe obje6ls fobh rendered them familiar tO' rn ^and^^^^ 
ceafed to ibok upon our trufs of hay as aq excfefe ' 

The firll vifit we made pf oqr npw e^ipage was^^^^^^^ 

.vey us to our banker, who Hvetl at thb^furtheft' ext^^i^^ 
of one of the fubtirbs,, about the dlftance of four rpilpsyfrorn 
our inn. Ouf coachniamjjrpye us tlirough the 
great ekpeditioh, geheraliy^iii’ a briflt trot, and freq ^ntly a 
full gallop^; without any diftinOtion of paved ^ or boarded 
flrebts. Having fettled pur with the banker^' who . 

was onrcobnftfy^an,^^^^ Ihrnifliecl us with a^ 

large colleaiibn of we crowed the Y aula , 

over a a p^e,^^n^ was cbni^mbwd for 

acbbihmOdatioB of the p^nt ernprcls, whehewr Ihe qnay 
chute ib vifit MblcQwrtl^ >yas nOn ticcprdh^ ^ 

ordinary accbptatibn of! the, wor^i .lipgle' ftrublvirp^^^but, in 
the true Ityie Of AfiStic granbfenf, a valtt^ ofmu-* 

nierous buildings diilribulfed into feveral ftreets, and bearing ; 
the appearance of a-moderate town. Thohale of all thefe 

buildings • 
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BOOK buildings is of Hone, but of lb foft a nature, that it feemed 
— V— <fcarcely adequate to the fupport' of the fupcrftrudSture ; the 
bricks ufed for the rertiainder of the fabric were fp indif- 
ferently preparedj that they crumbled at the touch : nor did 
the workmanlhip exceed the materials ; for it was obvious 
to the raoft carelefs pbferver, that the walls were in many 
places out of the perpendicular line. 

1 was altonilhed upon obferving, that the greateft partjof 
the timber, ufed in the conftrudtion of thefe piles of 
building, no lefs than ordinary cottages, wasfalhtoned with 
the axe. Though I often faw the carpenters at work, I 
never -once perceived afaw in their hands : they cutthe trees 
through with the axe ; they hewed planks with the axe ; 
they formed the beams, and fitted them together with the 
axe. With this limple engine they mortailed*and tenanted 
the fmalleft as well as the largeft pieces of wood ; and 
fmoothed the boards for the floor with the niceft exadtnefs. 
The dexterity, indeed, and juftnefs with which they ma- 
naged this inftruraent was wonderful ; but its tedious mode of 
operation mufi: evidently occafi|p- a prodigious wafle of la- 
bour and wood. 

The gardens, which belonged to the old palace, built by 
Elizabeth near the *fp®t where the prefent ftrucfture Was 
eredting, are ftill retained-: theybare of confiderable extent, 
and contained fome of the ^beftgwvel-walks Iliave feen fince 
my departure from England. In Ibme parts the grounds 
were laid out in a pleafing andi^atural manner ; but in ge- 
neral the old ftyle of gardening prevailed, and continually 
prefented us with rovw of chippy yew-trees, long ftraight 
canals, and a pro^fion of prepoflerous ftatues. Herctdes 
was prefiding at a fountain, with a retinue of gilded Cupids, 
dQlj>hias, and lamias ; every little ftru£kure was a pantheon ; 

and 
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and every grove was haunted by ks ApoHos and Dianas ; chap. 
but the principal deity: in the place {eemed to be a female 
figure holding a cornucopia re verfed, which^ infiead of dif* 
tribudng,. as ufual, ^all kinds of fruit,, grain, and flowers,' 
poured out crowns, coronets, and mitres. But the reign 
of all tbefe deities was doomed to be very fliort: under the 
aufpices of her prefent majefty all thefe inftances of grotefqpe 
tafte were to be removed, and give place to more natural 
ornamcrttSi ' This palace and gardens Me at the extremity 
of the fuburbs, within the compafs. of the exterior, rampart 
which encircles the whole town. 

We foon ceafed to be. furprizedthat our carriage was pro- 
vided with four horfes, nothing being more common than 
to meet the equipages of the nobility with complete fets, 
driving merely about the ftreets of. Mofcow. As^ the city is 
of fo large a compafs, a great number of hackney-carriages 
are ftationed in the ftreets for the convenience of cariryihg 
paflengers to the different quarters. Thefe vehicles are 
without tap8> have moftly four wheels, and are pravided 
either with a long bench^ or one, two, or three feparate feats, 
like arm!-chairs, placed fide- ways : their fares are fo realbn- 
able, that fervants oGcafipnally. ufe them upon errands to 
diflant parts of the city. The coachman generally drivca 
a full trot at the rate of eig^at or nine miles In an hour.. 

September I. This meaning; we received a can! of in- 
vitation from Count Ofterman^. governor of Mofeow, to 
dinner for the a 3d of Auguft; but, as it was thCjiift of 
September, our fervant^ : who took the naeffag^, ‘ came 
laughing into the room, and informed us, that we were in- 
vited toan entertMnment ivhich was paft ; he added, that he. 
had endeavoured to convince the perfbn who brought the 
card of the mift^ ^ but the man infifted that the enfuing. 

day 
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BOOK .flay wsB the a 3d of Aogdik. It was indeed a hatoral miftalee 
L- , ’ . in our fervantj who did not know that the Romans flail ad- 
hered to the old fl^ylc ; and as he had pafled the a3d of Au- 
guft in Lithuania, it is no woiidet'fhat he was furprized at 
finding it again fo ibon at Mofcow. 

Until the rdgn of Peter the Great the Ruffians began their 
year in September, and dated their atra fiotn the creation of 
the world #, and not, from the nativity of our Saviour. In 
1700 Peterinftituted a grand jubheeatMofcoW,and bfdahi 
that from that period the year fhould commence ih January, 
and be computed from the Ghriffian sera, according to the 
old ftyle then in ufe in England. Out of veneration to his 
memory no alteration has been fince made in the Ruffian 
calendar; fb that at prdent Ruffia, and fome of the pro- 
teftant Swifs republics, are the only Eurdpean nations who 
XtiU retain the old Ryle. 

The fame morning we carried a letter of recommendation 
from count Stakelbergh, the Ruffiain embaffador at Warfaw, to 
prince Volkonflei governor of the province^ who received us 
with great franknefs and cordiality, and immediately invited 
us to dinner, .defiling us to confider his table as ours as long as 
we continued at Mofcow. The prince is in his 67th year, and 
remembered. When he was about thirteen, to have feen Peter 
the Great; whom he defcribed aft^ery tall, above fix feet in 
height, ftrong^and well made, W^th his hea^^^^^^^ 

. awry, of a dark complexion^ and a countehahce continudly 
fubjedtRo diftortions ; he w|is genially dre;&’ed in his blue uni- 
form, or a plain brown coat. Was remarkable jfor the finendfs of 
his linen, wore hisfilprt bia«?k hair withoutpowder, and W 
ers. The prince alnuied us witb relating ieveral curious anec- 

* They reckoned alfb, according to the opinion of the GrcckSi 55QS ytarsi ioli^ad 
of only 3369, from the creation to the nativ^ity. 

4 dotes 
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tiotes ol’ that great monarch, and, amongfl: others, the fol- chai*, 
lowing, which lie received from prince Menzikof. ' — , — > 

After the battle of Pultava, while prince Volkonlki, the 
father of our noble hoft, was following Charles XII. with a 
corps of light horfe, and was at no great diftance from him, 
an aid-de-camp brought an order from Menzikof to halt : 
he obeyed, but difpatched a meflenger to acquaint the prince, 
that he was purfuing the king of Sweden with the faireft 
profpedl of over-taking him. Menzikof was greatly afto- 
niflied at this mellage, as no orders for difeontinuing the 
purfuit had iffued from him : and his fuppofed aid-de- camp 
who delivered them was never difeovered. As Peter, when 
informed of this tranfadion, inftituted no inquiry concerning 
the perfon who ha4 probably prevented the capture of his 
raoft formidable rival, it is fufpedted that the ftratagem was 
contrived by himfelf, in order to avoid being embarrafled 
with a pfifoner, whom he would be unwilling either to re- 
leafe, or to detain long in captivity. 

Nothing can exceed the hofpitality of the Ruffians. We 
could never pay a morning vifit to any nobleman without 
being detained to dinner ; we alfo conftantly received feveral 
general invitations ; but as we confidered them in the light 
of mere compliments, we were unwilling to intrude 
ourfelves without further notice. We foon found, how- 
ever, that the principal perfons of diftindlion kept open 
tables, and were highly obliged at our reforting to them 
without ceremony. Prince Volkonlki in particular, having 
cafually difeovered that we had dined the preceding day at 
our inn, politely upbraided us ; repeating his affurances, that 
his table was ours, and that whenever we were not particu- 
larly engaged, he Ihould always expedt us for his guefts. 

VoL. I. N n lutleed 
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BOOK Indeed the ftrongeft expreffion-s can fcarcely do juftice to the 
-inattention and kindnefs of this excellent nobleman : not con- 
tent with admitting us to his table without form, he was 
anxious that our curiofity fliould l)e gratified with the fight 
of every remarkable objefl at Mofcow; he order^'d his aid-de- 
camp to accompany us to different parts of the caty ^ and as 
we were extremely defirous to become acquainted with Mr. 
Muller, the celebrated hiftorian of this country, he one day 
invited that refpedtable old gentleman to meet us at dinner. 

Gerard Frederick Muller, a native of Germany, was born, 
in 1705, at Herforden, in the circle of Weftphalia. He 
came, into RuHia during the reign of Catharine I. ; and was 
not long afterwards admitted into the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences, of which fociety he is one of the moft antient 
members. In 1 7 3 1, . foon after the accefiion of the emprefs 
Anne, he commenced, at the expence of the crown, his 
travels over European Ruffla, and into the extreme parts of 
Siberia. He was abfent feveral years upon this expedition ; 
and did not return to Peterlburgh until the reign of Elifa- 
beth. The prefent emprefs, an able judge and rewarder of 
merit, conferred ni)on him a very ample falary, and appointed 
him counfellor of ftate and keeper of the archives at Mofcow, 
where he has refideel about fixteen years. He colledled, 
during his travels, tl)e moft ample materials for the hiftory 
and geography of this extenfive eqapire, which was fcarcely 
known to the Ruffians tb^mfelves, before his valuable re- 
fearches were given to the world in various publications. 
His principal work is a CollecSlion of Ruffian Hiftories V’ 
in nine volumes odlavo, printed at different intervals at the 
prefs of the Imperial Academy of Sciences. The firft part 
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came out in 1732, and the laft made its appearance in 1 764. chap. 
This ftore-houfe of information and literature, in regard tov—v— ' 
the antiquities, hiftory, geography, and commerce of Rulila, 
and,raany of the neighbouring countries, conveys the njoft 
indifputable proofs of the author’s learning, diligence, and 
fidelity. To this work the accurate and indefatigable writer 
has fucceflively added many other valuable performances 
upon fimiiar fubjedls, both in the German and Ruffian 
languages, which elucidate various parts in the hiftory of 
this empire. 

Mr. Muller fpeaks and writes the German, Ruffian, French, 
and Latin tongues with furprizing fluency ; and reads the 
Englifla, Dutch, Swedifli, Danifti, and Greek with great fa- 
cility. His memory is ftill furprizing ; and his accurate ac- 
quaintance with the minuteft incidents of the Ruffian annals 
almoft fupafles belief. 

At the conclufion of the dinner at prince Volkonffci’s, I 
had the pleafure of accompanying this eminent hiftorian to 
his houfe, and palled fome hours in his library. He poflefles 
moft of the books in the different languages of modern Eu- 
rope which treat of Ruffia ; the Englilh writers who have 
written upon this country are far more numerous than I 
imagined. His colledion of ftate-paj)ers and manufcripts 
are invaluable : they are all arranged in the exadleft order, 
and claffed into feveral volumes, diftinguilhed by the names 
of thofe illuftrious perfonages to whom ’they principally 
relate; fuch as Peter I. Catharine I. Menzikof, Ofterman, 

&;c.» 

* The cmprcfs lias lately piirchafed this arranging and printing, at her expcncc, a 
fine collection of books and manufcripts for Collection of Treaties between Rulfi.i and 
^3000. BachmeiHer RulT. Bib. for 1781, the other powers, in the form of Dumont’s 
p. 554, This great patronefs of letters has Corps Diplomatique, 
cdnligned to Mr. Muller the charge of , 
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BOOK Every lover of literature muft regret, that Mr. Muller, 
‘ . who is admirably qualified for the talk, has not favoured 
the publick vrith a regular, unbroken hiftory of this 
country; but, on account of his advanced age, an un- 
dertaking of this kind, although all the materials are 
already prepared, cannot be expelled from him : he mull 
therefore confign to others the ufe of thofc papers, whicli 
he has fo diligently accumulated. He will, however, always 
be confidered as the great father of Ruffian hiftory, as well 
from the excellent fpecimens he himfelf has produced, as 
from the vaft fund of information which he bequeaths to 
future hiftorians. 

Sept. 10. This day being facred to Alexander Nevfki, a 
faint highly revered by the Ruffians, and in whofe honour 
an order of knighthood is inftituted, was kept with great 
folemnity and magnificence. Service was performed in the 
principal churches of Mofeow with all the pageantry pecu- 
liar to the Greek religion ; and the governor of the pro- 
vince gave a fplendid entertainment, to which the principal 
nobility and clergy of this city were invited. As ftrangers 
we were defirous of obferving the ceremonies of the day, 
and by the attention of our acquaintance our curiofity was 
amply gratified. But before I proceed to give a defeription 
of what occurred upon this oceafion, it may be neceflary to 
premife a Ihort account of the fa^jiit who gave rife to this 
feftival, and who, though adored by the Ruffians, is fcarcely 
known beyond the limits of this coun|ry. 

Alexander Nevlki, a name more refpedlable than moft of 
the faints who fill the Ruffian Calendar, was fon of the great- 
duke Yaroflaf, and flouriflied in the beginning of the 13th 
century, at a period when his country had been reduced to 

the 



MOSCOW, 


tl!ie Utmod extremity by a combination of formidable ebe- chap. 
mies. He repulfed an army of Swedes and Teutonic knights, , / 

and wounded the king of Sweden with his own hand <m the- 
bank of the Neva, from whence he obtained the appellation 
of Nevlfci. He defeated tlie Tartars in feveral engage- 
ments, and delivered his country from a difgraceful tribu^" 
irapofed by the fucceflhrs of Zinghis Khan. His life feSms 
to have been almoft one continued fcene of action ; and he 
Ihewed fuch prowelsj: and. performed fuch almoft incredible: 
adls of valour, that it is no wonder ignorant and fuperftitious* 
people Ihould confider him. as a fuperior being, and Ihuuldi 
eonfecrate his memory ; indeed, of all idolatry, that which- 
is paid to real rherit, and 4 n gratitude for real fervices, is the 
moft natural; and the moft excufable- He died about the 
year 1 2:6 1 at Gorodefz near Nilhnei Novogorod. The greaft 
liiperiority of his character was eviiwed, as well by vidlories 
which diftinguillied the Ruffian arms during his lifej as’byi' 
the numerous defeats which immediately took place, on his-' 
cleceal'e. 

The morning of this anniverfary was uffiered in by the . 
ringing of bells uncommonly lOud; inccflant peals refonnded . 
in every quarter of the city, but more particularly in the - 
Kremlin, which contains the principal churches and the' 
larged bells. Before elcwen we paid our rerpefts to prince* 
Volkonlkij who, as^goveraor of the province of Mofcow, , 
had a levee : he wore the red ribband of the order of St. . 
Alexander, and rey||psd the compliments of the principal s 
nobility and gentry.^ From the levee we repaired to the 
cathedral of Sr. Michael, anti were prefent at high mafs, per- 
formed by thp archbiffipp of Roftof. The church Was fillefl ; 
with Rich an immenfe Cohcourfe of people, that it was with 
the utmoft difficulty we could penetrate to the bottom of the 

fteps . 
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fteps^eadingtQ the the top of , which 

,.>itood whenever he c^tpe, forth to addrefs thejC^giegaftiQ^ 
0ie conftiiipn arii^g feomthecrp\id, s^dthe;i:^fi focc^ 
iion of various fer^onies, for^ as tp 

render us incaps^ble o|^ii^niinai;.ipg the .diiBferent parts , of 
the fervice. We cpujd only obferve rn general « gpreat dHT- 
play of pomp and Iplendour^ and many ceremaipes linailar to 
thofe defcribed on a former ,occafion witlt the addition of 
Several others appropriated to. the p^er fofo^als of the 
Jluflian church. ^ r ^ 

At the conclufion of the fervice, which laded two hours, 
we returned to prince Volkonlki’s, where about ninety, per- 
fons were affembled at an entertainment given in honour 
of the day: when the archbifliop of* Roftof entered the 
room, the prince rofe to meet him at the door, and.kifled his 
hand after the archbifliop had made the flgn of the crofs ; he 
p«d the fame mark of refpeft to two other bilhops; and the 
greateft part^ of the company .fuoceflively followed the 
prince’s example. Being prefented to the archbifliop, I had 
the honour of holding a fong con verfation with him in the 
Latin tongue, which he fpoke with great fluency. He ap- 
pe^ed to be a fenfible welPinformed man, and well verfed 
in various branches of literature : he had perufed the works 
of feveral of our befl: divines, either originally written, or 
tranflated into Latin, and mentioned th|ir compofitions with 
great applaufe, I troubled him withifOYoral queftions re- 
lative to the fervice of the Ruflia|^|||jiirch, which he an- 
swered with great readinefs and coiydi^nfion. He told me 
that the Bible is tranflated into Sclayoniaoj and that the h- 
aiiigy is written in that language, wl^ch is the, 
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0f Hie Rullian ; and that tft'er^efore the of the 
wriHi^fithongh fohitewhatt ahtient .and obfelere; is" ^ i— 
‘Withbht even by the cdmf 

ihbii pebplei He informeti^^me, that the'd^^ divided 
intO'feeufiSt and' regular |)^ that the latter, from whbrri 

are choi^h the dighitshifes of the church, are not permitted . 
td I thatthefeciilirs are the pariih-priefts, and from 
i dkerai dibfervatiort of St;*^ Paul’s precept, the hniband of 
*‘^ bne wiie^*^- iire‘ i^si|uired ‘ as* a qualification for orders to 
marry ; and that, on the fpirit of the fame tenet, are after 
the death Of their wives deemed unfit for the facred function. 

The incai>acitation arifing from widowhood may, indeed, be 
healed by the bilhop’s difpenfafion but the operation of 
a fecond marriage isifinal, and irrevocably divorces frotll the 
altar. The archbilhop was politely continuing to acquaint 
me with many other circumftances peculiar to their eccleli- 
aftical eftabUftimenr, when the converfatioii was interrupted 
by a furamons to dinner. Before dinner a fmall table itt the 
corner of the withdrawing-rooni, as is the iifual cuftom in 
this country, had been covered with plates of caviare, fed- 
herring, bread, butter, and chefefe, and different forts of 
liqueurs, to which the company helped themfelves before 
they adjourned to dinner. 

About ninety perfons fat down to table. The entertain- 
ment was fplendid and profufe. ^During the fecond courfe, 
a laige glafs with a cover Was brought to prince Volkonfki, 
whd, llahding up, delivered the cover to the archbilhop, 
who fat ttbxt him, filled the glafs with champagne, and 
drank the emprefles health, which was accompanied with a 
dife^^ge of tannon. The arChbifhop followed his exam- 

* In generd the fccuUr priefti when a widower^ is received into a monaftcry^ 
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arid the Was* in' Me niarii^'cff 
tahie.' the h^altheof 
aiKl t>f 
ito83^ed'- viith-- 

'panitt' arofe^ afjdl%iikiii|^^’'a -ibf thdritl’Ici* 

V<»lkonfki a5^^’tndllel‘%f^^^ 
tajhipan^r. :' ’’whe‘ri ea^‘^^%o'^>#ds‘*iST»eii^^ 
all the perfoWs at tdtil# *gbF*iip^GRi^ 
imaiiied IfehdittgiWllilfe^e di4n^^ 
the floentfon of triefe ^atttfchJare oh tikis’ arfd dfl^F^tafiotis^ 
as they irny b# d^rhed ncWhfidwotthf df ni^tlclf 
ape 'ibmetitnes'ehdt'j^&iiMcS ij^'datidnal't^^^ 

< Dufcingoor flay ttMdftoW^We frequently e'^fWriehcedlife 
liorpitaldty of count Alexey bfldf, Whhjfe theldft 
the Portej comriiaffded th’e^ufSah heet irr%ei\rtih}peia^i 
and burnt the TUfkifh- ifmamdit m ‘thd' hay of 
which a^Hou he Ms heert horthUf tltfe' of Tchef- 
minlki. The chftond-cif tdhferfihg dn idihhoha^ name for 
the perfoEmanceof fighal fervi(ifes t6 the country Was, in imi- 
tatidn of the Ronaansj' fjuniliarlW pra£tifed hy Conftahtine 
and liis fiiccefllMPS the Gr^k'emperorsV who’feigned at Con- 
itahtioople. From that'^ quarter it probably pafied to the 
4luflian8,>who in the earlier times of their hiffdry 'gave apn 
pellations of this kind -to fome of th(Sr illbttHdhs lekdersi 
Thus the great-duke Alexlihder' Was eailed'I^Vfki for his 
'vidlory over the Sweden* rfear the 
grandfon Demetrius Ivanovitch was 
his conqueft of the Tartars upon the banks of the Don. 
This cuftom, which had" Ipng been djjfcpntiftued, 
lately revived by the prefeht emprdfei; A^ 

Romanzof received the di^^minatida of 
his viiicides ibuth of the Danube J 'prihOe tSi^ 
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pCCrinifki for his fucceiles in the Crimea^ and count Orlof 
this of Tcheftninfki from the adipn in the bay of Tchefmck 
i i The houfe of count Orlof is fituated at the extremity of 
pne of the fuburbs, upon an elevated fpot, commanding a 
fine view of the vaft city of Mofcow and the neighbouring 
country, A number of feparate buildings occupy a large 
tra^ of ground. The offices, fiables, manege, and other 
detached Itrudtures, are entirely of brick; the foundation 
and lovirer: fiory of the dwelUng-houfe are conftrudted with 
the fame materials, but the upper part is built with wood *, 
neaUy painted of a green colour. We carried a letter of 
recommendation from^rinceStaniflaus Poniatowlki,the king 
of Poland’s nephew, to the count, who received us with great 
franknefs and cordiality, and detained us to dinner ; he de- 
lired us to lay;afide all form ; adding, he was a plain man, 
had a high efteerh for theEngliffi nation, andihould be happy 
to render us everyTf rvice in his power during, our ftay at Mof- 
cow. We had the pleafiire of dining feyeral times with him, 
and always met with the moft polite receptiom The count 
feemed talive in the true ftyle of old Ruffian hofpitality ; kept 
an open table, provided with a great variety of Greek wines, 
which hb brought with him from his expedition into the Ar- 
chipelago.; pne diffi, ferved on his plentiful board, muft be 
mentioned aS themoft. delicious of the kind I ever tailed, and 
whic^iJ thmk only inferiorito our bell venifon ; it was a 
qtiartj^f of an Aftrachau Iheep, remarkable for the quantity 
and fiaEVcmr of the fatt. 

f lirp^ by pcrfoM f In the court ryard I obferved fcvc- 

in this coimtry iuppoTed to' be warn^r and ' ral (heep of this fpecies ranging about tiie 
mprp, whole&me Shan apd ftables, fo periibdiy tame that they fufiered 

ftbhc; which" 'is the remfon why flveral of tit to ftrokc them. They are aliuoll as 
the RuiTian noblhty chiife that part of the large as fallow deer, but with much Ihortcr 
houfci which they inhabit thcmfclvcs, to legs: theyhavc no horns, long flowing cars, 
be conilni^ed of wood# and, mftead of tails, a large bunch of fat, 

VeL, L Op fometinics 
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BOOK had mufic during dinner/ which iiJdded-^enei^iy 

»--v L.< made apart of the entertainment at the taMes of the nobi- 
lity, We obfcrved.allb another very ufual inftance of pa- 
rade ; namely, a great nuraberiof retainers and d^en^enls^ 
mixed with fervahts, but feldom allilling in any menitd of- 
fice : they occafionaliy 'ftood round ? their ; lord’s chair, anti 
feemed infinitely pleafed whenever they were diftinguilhed 
by a nod oraimile, ; -r i . 

In this train there was an A rtneniaft not lobg arrived 
from Mount Caucafos, who, agreeably to the cuftom of his 
country, inhabited a tent pitched in the gafdeny and covered 
with a thick kind of felt. His drefs confifted of a longloofb 
robe tied with a fafli, large breeches, and boots ; hiS hair 
was cut, in the manner of the Tartars,*’in a circular form ; 
his arms were a poignard, and a bow of bufialo’s horn flirung 
with the finews of the fame animal. He was extremely at- 
tached to his'mafter t when he was firft prefented, he voliin- 
tarily took an oath of fealty, and fwbre> in the true lan- 
guage of Eaifem hyperbole, to attack sdl the count’s enemies, 
offering, as a proof of the fincerity of this declaration, 
to cut off his qwn' ears ; he alfo wifhed that all the ficknefs, 
which at any time tlhreatened his mafter, might be trans- 
ferred to himfelfi He examined our clothes, and feemed 
delighted with pointing out the fuperiority of his own drels 
in the article Of convenience ; he threW himfelf ipto different 
attitudes with uncommon agility^ and defi^ us to Ibhow his 
example ; he’ danced a Galmuc dante, which confiffed in 
ftraining every mufde> and writhing his body into various 
contorfions without ftirring from the fpot $ he b^ 

fometimes weighing thirty pounds, Mn he ha4, acco9)j^iiir4! with ah de* 

Tennant ha« given an engraving of th<»e feription*-* • " ^ % 

iliccp in bis Hiitery of Qiiadrupeda, which ; ' ^ 

. .• . ^ .us 
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iafOlthe garden, took great pleafure in Ihowing us his 
teats and his arms ; and (hot feveral arrows to an amazing 1 
height. .We were ftrudc with the unartificial charailer of 
this Armenian, who feemed like a wild^man juft beginning 
to he civilized. 

* . Count Orlqfj who is very fond of the manege, is efteemed 
to have, though not the largeft, yet the fineft ftud in 
Ruffia: and he was fo obliging as to gratify our curiofity 
by carrying us to fee it near his country-houfe, at the 
diftance qf about fifteen miles from Mofcow. He con- 
veyed us in his own carriage drawn, by fix horfes, har- 
nefibd with ropes^ and placed two in front, and four a-breaft 
in the hinder row : an empty coach, with fix horfes, ranged 
two by two, follow^ for parade. He was attended .by four 
huflars, and the above-mentioned Armenian accoutred with 
his bow and quiver; the latter continually fliouted and 
waved his hand with the ftrongeft expreflions of tranfport ; 
he occafionaUy galloped his horfe clofe to the carriage, then 
fuddeqly flopped, and wheeled round to the right or left 
with inconceivable rapidity. 

Jn our route we paffed feveraliarge convents, furrounded, 
like many of the monafteries in this country, with ftrong 
walls and battlements of brick, fo as to have the appearance 
of finall fortrefles ; crofled the Molkya twice, and came in 
about two hours into a fpacious . circular plain of luxuriant 
pafture^ in the midft of which rifes an infulated hill, with 
the dcfunt’s houfe on the top. This feat commands a beau- 
tiful view, of the circular plain, watered by the Molkva, and 
ficirted by gentle hills, whofe fides prefent a rich variety of 
wood, corn, .and paftures. 


The 
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BOOK The greate^l part of the fttJd was gra^rig irt 
v-^ conllfled of a large nuhober of the fineft^allidtis, arid^ahoye 
lixty brood*rhares, moffiof wKbmhad foals^ Th6 cblleMori 
was gleaned froni the nioft-^ of the glbhej 

from Arabia, Ttirkey, Tartai*y, f*erlia, and England. He ob- 
tained the Arabians ditriiig His expedhioh ih the Afbhipelago," 
fdme as prefehts from Ali^-l^eyv otheh by purchafe'^Of by 
conqueft from the Turks « • ambngft tfiefe he chiefly prized 
four horfes (two of which we had hdticfedfn the liiafie^ 
Mofcow) of the true br^d, fo much efteemed ih 

Arabia, and fo feldora feen out of their native country^ 

The county after having politely attended us hirtifelf to 
the ttud and about the grounds, regaled us With a moft 
elegant . entertainment, at which his vif acity lent* charms 
to his fplendour and hdfpitality. In dur return to Mof- 
cow, we made a circuit to a fmall village about fix mdes 
from the capital, where a villa was eredting ’ for the emprefs, 
called Tzaricino : it cbnfifted, befide the principal building, 
of eight of ten detached ftruftures in the Gothic tafte, *which 
were prettily ‘difperfed among the plantations. The fitua-^ 
tion is romantic, a rifing ground backed With wood, and a 
large piece of water embracing the foot of the hill* 

I cannot forbear tomen tion in this place an aft of almofi; 
Eaftern magnificence, which this vifit fome time afterwards 
occafioned. One morning in the»enfuing Winter, at Peter- 
fburgb, one of the fined among the Arabian horfes, Which 
Lord Herbert had greatly admired, at Mofcow, Was ferit td 
him, accompanied with the, following note. 

“ My Lord, 1 obferved that this horfe pleafed yoti^‘ ^d 
** therefore defire your acceptance of him. I redeived'liifd* 
as a prefent from Ali-Bey.- He is a true Arabian of the 
Cochlean race, and in the late War was brdttg^t by the 

“ Ruflian 
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<< Ruffian ihips from Arabia to me while I wasih- the Archi- chap. 
pelago. I wifli he may be as ferviceable to youvas he.v ^ 
has been to me ; : and I remain^ with efteem, your obedient^ 

‘f feryant, Count Alexey Orlof Tchesmin ski.*' 

X^is valuable horfe was fent from Peterfburgh by fea to 
j^gland) and is upw in the Earl of Pembroke’s polfeffion. 

At;tbp clpfe of, an entertainment, which the countone 
day gave us at Mofcow, he introduced us to the light of a 
Ruffian boxing-match, which is a favourite diverlion among, 
the poramon people. We repaired to the manege, where 
weXound about three hundred peafants affembled. They 
diviided therafelves into two parties, each of which chofe a 
cl||ef, who called out the combatants, and pitted them againft 
each other : only a Single pair was allowed to engage at the 
fame time. They did not ftfip as with us, and had on thick 
leathern gloves with thumb’ pieces, but with no reparations 
for the fingers. From the ftiffnefs of the leather they couffi 
fcarcely double their fills ; and many of them ftruck open 
handed. Their attitudes were very different from thofe ufed 
by boxers in England : they advanced the left foot and fide ; 
ffretched the left arm tpwards the adverfary in order to repel 
his blows ; and kept the right arm fwinging at fome dif* 
tance ih>m the other. They generally ftruck in a circular 
diredlion at the face, and head, never attacked the breaft or 
fides, and fepmed to have jno notion of aiming a blow di- 
redly forwards. When any combatant felled his antagonift 
to the , ground, he was declared vi«Slor, and the conteft be- 
tween that pair immediately ceafed. During our ftay we 
were Yf}tnef§.to about twenty fucceffive combats. Some of 
the ,nien weape,of v^ ftrength but their mode of fighting 
preyente4«.3ny mifcluef its exertion ; nor did we per- 
cciye ^my.cff ^hofefra^ures and cpntuhons in which boxing- 
6 matches 
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WK matches in England fo frequently terminated Bnih 

-> werebighly intereiledin favour of their refpe^tiveehampions; 
mid feemed at times ineliniwJ tester the lifts in their fupport? 
Iiut the firft appearanqe of difpute, or growing heat, was 
manely checked by the count, who aifted as mediator ; , a 
kind werd,or<even a. nod from him,'inftaatly compoted aH 
differences. When he appeared defirous to put an end to 
the combats, they humbly requefted his permiffion to ho- 
nour them with his prefence a little longer upon his aCtent, 
they bowed their heads to the ground, and feemed as pleafed 
as if they had received the higheft favour. The count is 
greatly beloved by his peafants, and their ftern countenances 
would melt into the moft affedtionate foftncfs at his ap- 
proach. , ‘ . 

We made one day an agreeable excurfion to Mikaulka, 
-the villa of count Peter Panin, a Ruffian noWeman of the 
4irft diftindtion, who fignalized himfclf in the late war 
agmnft the Turks, by the taking of Bender ; and more re- 
cently by the defeat and capture of the rebel Pugatchef. 
This villa is fituated attheidiftance of fix miles fromMofeow, 
in the midft of a large foreft. The count originally purpofed 
•to have raifed a very grand ftrudlure of brick, after a defign 
of his late wais ; but upon her death he abandoned this pro- 
jedl, and contented hinifelf with a comfortable wooden 
•houfe at the extretnity pf his grounds* which he at firft 
eredted only as a temporary babitation. His offices* ftables, 
coach-houfes* dog-kennels, lodgings for bis buntfm^ ;and 
other menial fervants, form two long rows of feparate wooden 
buildings, all with unitorm fronts and neatly painted*. >The 
grounds are prettily laid out in the ftyle of our pari^ ydffi 
gentle flopes, fpacious lawi^§ of the ftn^ Icattf red 

^ .^■P#,^phuMat«Kw* 
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and piece of water fringed with wood, 

We coiiW not avoid feeling extreme fatisfadtion at obferving,,' — ^ 
; that t^fie Engliih fl^le of ^rd^ning had ijenetrated evCn in- 
to thefe diftant regions. The Englifti tafte, indeed, can 
• certainly dil’play itfelf dn this country to great advantage,. 
^'Wherp the parks' are extenfive/ and the verdure, during 
thdir fltort fumraer, uncommonly beautiful. Moft of the 
Ruffian nobles have gardeners of our nation, and refign 
themfelves implicitty to their diredlion. The count, who is 
fond of country diverfions^ had a pack of hounds chiefly of 
the Englilh breed, cOnlifting of an inclilcriminate mixtuiie 
of harriers, and fox-hounds feledted without any regard 
to their ftzes or forts. With this fame pack he hunted 
wolves, deer, foxes*, and hares. He poflllfed likewife a fine 
breed of Ruffian greyhounds, in high eftimation for their 
fwiftnefs ; they are lhaggy and wire-haired, and fome of 
them are taller^, than the largelt Newfoundland dog I ever 
faw. 

The count jiditertained us With a moft fumptuous dinner : . 
we were particularly ftruck with the quantity and quality 
of the fruit which made its appearance in the defert ; pineSj . 
peaches, apricots, grapes, pears, cherries, non^of which can 
in this country be obtained without the afliftance of hot- 
houfes, wereferved in thegreateft profufion. There was a 
delicious fpedei of fmalh melon, which had. been fent by 
land-tafriage from Aftrachan to Mofeow, though at the dif- 
tance of i tboufand miles One inftance of elegance which 
diftinguiftied the defert, and which had the prettieft effe<ft 
im^ihable) mhft not be opiitted ; at the upper and lower 


' *f nefe melorf^^ iomiBttmes c6ft , five pofSiiidv apiece, and at other times they may be 
in*$e isafkets Uokow for left than half a crown apiece. 
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*2?*“ banging on the 

*— vl-' was gathered'by the cd^npany. We obferved^io in the de- 
fert a curious fpedes of apple, which is not un^nnition in 
the neighbourhood of Mofcow : it is fooaewhat large# than 
a golden-pippin, is of the <»lour and tranfparency of j»le 
amber, and has an exqUihte flavour; the Ruffians call it 
Navlnich. The tree drives here in the open air withont 
any particular attention to its culture, but degenCTates fii 
other countries ; its flips and feed, whetl planted in a foreign 
foil, have hitherto produced only a common ioit of appfe, 
but never' the tranfparent fpecies. 

In returning from Mikaulka we palled clofe to the villa 
of count Rofomoulki Hetman of the Ukraine, and itrelepa- 
hled more a little town than a country hdufe. It conlifted of 
forty or fifty buildings of different fizes ; feme of brick ; 
others of wood ; fame painted, and others plain. He main- 
tains his guard, a numerous train of retainers, and a large 
band of muficians. The Ruffian nobles difplay a great de- 
gree of grandeur and magnificence in their houfes, domdiics,- 
and way of living. Their palaces at and near Mofeow are 
fhipendous piles of buildings ; and I am informed that their 
manfions, at^ diftance from Mofeow and Peterlburgh, are 
upon a ftill greater fcale, where they refide as independent 
princes, like the feudal barons in early times ; have their 
feparate courts of juftice, and govern their vaffals with an 
almoft unlimited fway. , 

I did not exped: to have found in this northern- climate a 
kind of Vauxhall, which our curiofity led us to vifit. It is 
fituated at the furtheft extremity of the fuburbs^- ^ 
^qo€Si^edfpot, whioh has more the appe^ance of the oihirtfy' 
tlm bfatowm We ent^d by k eoyered way^ fln^^ 



entrance money #4s 

ife^r ' Englifliman, 

i31^^enc^y^i|^'e^ he/met with- 
’;liii tivte him to engage £tii 

^icifflSIiSHhg/ at'iit^ery^ a ^acinus the** 

he had obtained 
pub** 

lie marquetades, during its epm- 


''-‘*1Che fbleftvie 

abont^fdnr or five-iniles ftbrft of which I halve, 

fbfgdttih ‘the Ruffian rtaih^ iignifiCStion in Engliffi 

is SpaitHjw-hffi; 'the rttins^ of a 

laige' liaSce bffi hy illeJ^f^^NRehM|Vitch. * Upon'-otir 
feturh we ftdp|)(ed Itt Vaffi i^he' viHk of prince Dol- 
gofuCkii* Which^ Rands Ujidh 

•The MoffiVai bfokder th^‘'Offia^^^^^ al^^ti”fc)dtdn a femi- 


Circle ; and' ^ Vaft“(lty”^^^^ o tiy^ tipe before it : 

the lifufe #JArge wjiodeii buildihg> to Whi||f%e afeended 

by illinitihg'three' fefraffesT>‘^^^^^^^T^ 

vilik ii iwho diffinguiffied him- 

felf %y his^l^^ittSysd^ifiei OVer-ffie^^T 
and’t^the Cohqiteft’ of penlnfula, •- ThdibaiOdels -fe- 
veMISilbififfes/ which and itoo^V are placed in 

T pabti^afiy remarked thoife of Yenikalct 



■rh 


-’the '^^otts -Mvei^ 'of fortune 
iDblgonicki, occurred 
•ftlBbly tO i^y Ifecbli^on^^^ I furveyed the 

*V.^t. |l P p portrait 
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portrait of the prihcefs Ca(|^hhe Dolgorhckiy^hofe adVeri- 
(tures, fo patheticaUy defcribed by Mris, Vigor aiffi^d OT 
of the molft affe^hg the ahnahi of hiftolty; 

unfortunate piihc^ kf^er liavitig tideri^'^ from the p^r- 
fon Ihe loved, AVas betrothed again^^ her inclination to the 
emperor ^becM^' a-lidEip&t 

fbvejbeign ; but was 

palace to a ddn^bnp w]&eri dUting th# wjfiole 

reign of the eimprefs 'l^tiheL^ WI^Mh ^liliirep u^ 
the acceflidn of ^ 

died’y^hottt leavhig'ahy^ .,i 

, .• s«,. •?/ » Mfe 


'e ha'r-' 
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i^i^m^ clfurcbes in U^imyt»r-^pefcriptm of the mojl an- 
; diwjions,^ . 

Wbtjhip^ ofpainU^itmgdi<^^HI^e of^fienormous bells 
-^rim^lM^ kre,mlin.^4«/tf«/ palace,^ 

«;f 

dral b/St. Michaei.~ 3 lii«d^ cbamSers of the Tzar^.^rrV 
Geneahgkal tables of the fo^ereigns ©/‘Mofcow ^ tbe boufe 
of ^yxciZs’-^f d^erent fcMHit^i^f the line ^ Komanof, 

T he places of divine worihip at Mofcow are exceedingly chap. 

numerous ; including chapels, they amount to above . 
a thoufand : there ^re 484 public churches^ of which 199 
are of brick, and the- others of wood ; the former are com- 
monly fluccoed or white^waihed, the latter painted of a red 
colour. . 

The moft an tient churches of Mofcow are generally fquare 
buildings, with a cupola and four fmall domes fome 
whereof are of copper or iron, gilt; others of tin, either 
plain or painted green. Thefe Cupolas and domes are for 
the moft" part ornamented with croiTes entwined with thin 
chains or wires ; each crofs has two tranfverfe bars +, the 

♦ The church of the Holy Trinity* fome- An engraving of that, ns well as of forac of 
times called the Chuirch of Jernfal^, which the more antient churches, may be ieen in 
Khitai^rod^^j^yi^Q^^ the gate Oiearius and Le Brun's Travels. 
icSing into the Kremlin, has a iTmd of f I am here deferibing the moft antient 
high fteeple and nine qr ten domes : iewas churches ; the modern croiTes over thofe of 
built ifn the reign of Ivan St, Feteriburgh are mbftly fingle. 

; ■’ ■ "t p 2 
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wppCF ixoFizontal, the lower indiniiig ? wbidi, aGcordiiig tt> 
■ the fuppolition of many Rnffilns^ is 
the form of the real eroiS) and that our Saviour was nailed to^ 
it with his arms in Aft horizontal polkion, and one' of the 
higher than the othfer^ I frequently obferved a crefcfcnt 
under the lower bar^ tho meting of whadi fto ofte anxid 
explain.^. ■■ ^ *■ n*/;: -is;.' ■ ■ ■— ■ ■ 

The infide of the 'chlimh is moftly compofed of three 
parts that called by the Greeba by the Ruihans • 

Trapezai thebody^ ^ftisd tho fafiftuary Oft&whein » 

In the body of the chftrch there are freqjKntly^four 
i^uare pUlara* very thkh andr heavy j for the purpofe OR 
fHppoftac^ the cupola r thefe i>yiars> as Well as the walls 
and cielings,. are painted with innumerable reprcfentations 
of our Saviour, ^e Virgin Mary, and of different iaints.' 
Many of the figures are enormouily large, and are executed 
in the rUdeft manlier ; tome are' daubed Upon the bare 
walls ;: others uponlarge maffivc' plates of filver or brafs,, 
or enclofed in frames ol thpfe'^ai^te*^ each^ 

figure is invariably decked ' With ^ glory ; which is a mafly 
femidrde, gready TfefemliSiftgAft hdrfe-lhOe, Of hrafs, lilver, , 
or gdd, arid fi^chmfeS' cdUpofed almoff^^e of pearls^: 
and piecious fte*ies. Some Of the favouilte faiftt^^ 
adorned with ! filken draj^cy faffehed to ^ the ^ wallSi and; 
ftudded'with jewels ; fome ate painted upott a gold gtouod,i 
and others aiu^ gilded' in ah iparts b^ facO and hands*: 

^ Dt!. King account®* fol' the hi taniTra'tipb!! ihc^^ « abc! when the grande 

t’ e following ingcnioiil ihtoner, ** duke iVan BafiloyitcH had his 

** churches have Jtcrcfccnt uhder thd cbunt;£j;>^i=ea»»^K^^ 

*^|^>JP■#hcn the TartarSf to ’ “‘ftorcd thofe edifices te'the.ChilMatf 4fdf^ 

<4 ^bjecied two htindred yeaw; coh'^ “ ihip, he jjtft tbp 

‘‘ vfrfied any iof the churoliea Into j|i^fi)aea planted 

‘•for the ufc of their own religion, they ** vi^kory oWiP iu Cdchriyl** KhCs 

** fixed the cre&ent^the badge of Mahomc- cerooniei of the Greek Church, p. 2 3. 

Towarcb 
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Towards the extremity of the body of the church is a Bight 
of fteps;leading to the*fhrin.e ; and between thefe fteps and ^v^ 
the flirine is ufually a platform, upon which the officiating 
a^ifter ftands and performs part of the fervice. 

^ The fhiine or fandluary is divided from the body of the 
church ihy the or fkreen,, generally the part the, 

moft richly ornamented, and oa which the moft holy pidlures 
are painted or hung *. In its centre are the folding, called 
theholy, royal, or beautiful doors, which lead to the Ihrine, 
within which is the holy table, as Pr. King well deftribesit^. 

** with four fmall eolunahs to fupport a canopy over it ; 

**, from yvhkh a perifterionyOt fufpended, as a fymbol 

of the'Holy Gholf ; upon the holy table the crofs is dways 
‘‘ laid,, and the Gof^el, and the pyxis,, or box, in which a< 

** part of the confecrated elements is preferved, for. vifiting , 

** the lick or other purpofes t.** 

It is contrary to the tenets ofthe Greek religion to admit 
a carved image within the churches, in conformity to the 
prohibition in Scripture* ‘^ Thou (halt not make to thyfelf a • 
graven image,!’ Stc. By not confidering*. however, the 
prohibition as extending to ;r€prefentation8 by painting, the 
Greek canonift8, while they have followed the letter, have 
departed ftom the ipirit of the coramandmenti .which poli- 
tively forbids us to worlhip the likenefs of any thing itudcr 
whsrtever fwm, or-in whatever manner it may be delineated t . 
fnar if we transfer our adoration from the Greator-to any oh* 

t 

* On the north-iideof the royal tloors Jefus and the Virgin, and feveral othcri, 
the pi^ure of the Virgin is always placed, “ and fometimes kept perpetually burning/’ ' 
rhatiof on theufonth ; next to Dr. King on the Greek Church, p. 29; to 
which is that of the faint to woom the which book I would refer the reader who * 
^Vfhnr^ 18 dedicated ; the fituation of the deCres further information m the fubje^. . 
is indifferent, Candea or lamps arc. f Ibid, pyab* 
ofu^ly/fufpcmdcd before 

jedf' 



?ipo|. jed of his ^reatioj^ it is^^pf, little confequencp whether we, 
bow down to the p}»dia6ti0^a pr tp|hpfe of 

the fculptor. , . ? . , 

Over the door of each church is the portrait of the faint 
to whom -it is dedicated, to which the common people pay 
their homage as -they pals along, by; takipg off their hats, 
croffing themfelve^ and pccafionally touching the ground 
with their heads, a cerenaqny which I oto faw them repeat 
nine pr ten times in fucceflion. . , 

Before I clofe the general defcription of ,the Buflian 
churches, 1 muft not forget their hells, which form, I may 
almoft ifay, no inconfiderable part of divine worlnip in this 
country, as the length or ihortnefs of their peals afcertains 
tlie greater or lefler fandity of the day. * They are hung in 
belfreys detached from the church : they dp not fwing li,k.e 
pur bells, but are fixed immoyeabiy to the bearhs, are rung 
by a rope tied to the clapper, and pulled lideways. Spme of 
thefe bells are of a ftupendous fize : one in the tower of St. 
Ivan’s church weighs ^551 Buflian poods, or 127,836 Eng- 
lilh pounds. It has always been efteemed a meritorious adt 
of religipn to prefenf a church with bells ; and the piety of 
the donor has been meafured by their magnitude. Accord- 
ing to this EQode of effjrnation* Boris Godunof, who gave a 
bell of 2 8 8,0 on pounds to the cathedral of Mofcow, was the 
moft pious fov^eign pf Ruflia, jantil he yvas furpafted by 
the emprefs Anne, at whofe expence a bpU was caft weigh- 
ing 43 -,000 pounds", and which exceeds in bignefs every 
bell -in the known-world. -Its fize is fo enormous, that I 
could fcarcely have fflven credit to tha K t c^uns of its raagnir 
tude if I had not examined it myfelf, and afcertained 'its 
dimenfions with great exadnefs. Its height is nineteen 
4 feet, 
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ie6tf its circumference at the bottom twenty-one yaWs ele- 
ven ihbh'iM, its greSteft ’ ihickiefs twenty-three inches *. 

The beam to which this vaft machine was faftened being 
accidentally burnt, the bell fell down, and a fragment was 
broken off to wards the bottom, which left an aperture large 
enough to admit ‘f^o perfons a-breaft without Hooping, 

Our inn being clofe to the walls of Kremlin, 1 had fre- 
quent opportunities of examining its principal buildings. 

The palace, inhabited by the antient tzars, Hands at the 
extremity of the Kremlin. Pirt of this palace is old, and 
remains in, the fame Hatfe in whiqh it was built under Ivan 
Vaffilievitch I. The remainder has been fucceflively added 
at different intervals without any plan, and in various flyles 
of architecture ; which has produced a rnotley pile of build- 
ing, remarkable for nothing biit the incongruity of the feve- 
ral HriiCtures, The top is thickly fet, with numerous little 
gilded fpires and globes ; arid a large portion of the front 
is decorated with the arms of all the provinces, which com- 
pofe the Ruflian empire. ’ The apartments ate in general 
exceedingly fm^l, excepting one lingle room, called the 
cOuncil-chartdier, hl^which the ant^nt tzars ufed to give au- 
dience to foreign embaffaddrs; and which has been repeat- 
edly defcribed by feverat Englilh travellers, who vifited Mof- 
cow before tbe Imperial refidence was transferred to Peterf 
bprjlh. The room is large'and vaulted, and has in the centre 
an enormous pillar of flohe^ Whichufupports the deling +. 

^ Mr, in his trav^Ia, has giTcn ErabalTy, p. 1 49*. In the feaft which Alexey 

an accurate deifcrlption and engraving of Michaclovhch gave to the Earl of Carliflc, 
this bell,' this great pillarwaB adorncd vvith awori- 

f The roof oftbc audici^c^chambcr dcrfbl variety of- gold ’and filver vcllei.%. 

•• was arched and fuppbrtcd liy a great p# 29 2. 

•• pittas; ih thfe 1^ 

Thh 



The 


and pointed out to iis eyCT^ ooje^ in t^e ieaft.degffee^^t’hy 
of attention. Sfi^’4Hlf't<OThi.(9:»a, tiis'td the prindpil ' 

which contained the |omibs of and prince;^¥ 

of the Imperiaf"fai^(i^.^ kind of. ftoAe 

coffins laid on the fldbf,‘^d ransed^ f^ rd'^ vj^y n#af eaclt’^ 
other ; fome Were irc^ 

1>allaftra:des, Init thegi^ale^ dittindion o^ 

this fort. Each fepulchte wi^ 

or black velvety brnami^ted Witl^'^ eo^ in' 

the middle, and edged with d<tk»itfer of gold and ihvet iace. 
Over thel^J; oh grdat feftivals^'^fe laid other codings dir 
gold and filver tiffifo, richly witif pearls andjifedous - 

fkones. T’he fouhdiefs of the convbnt is a^faiht, and ia 
buried under the 'altaf, The abbefs very obligingly ‘pre^ 
fented me with a MS. Rufliah 'accounit of , the princeffiesi who 
are interred in the cbuixh. ^\^fter #ie .h 
thefe repotitories of the dead,' ahd^^ fur^eyed the tich veft- 
ments of thepfiefts, and the; fibres' of Vaffo painted 
on the w^ls, the abbefs ihVhid ua'ihth^ ^4 

led the waiy,‘ at^ iat the ti^'hf as Vi^ entered 

and-chamber, &tSck the flhdr of ^^t^ her 

ivory-handled tahe, when inftahfjdiebully'ir chor& of about 
twenty nuns received us with hymns, wh^ch th^ cbhtinjied 
finging as long as we ftaid : the ffiel^y was hdc unpbafi 
Ip an adjoining fbona tea was fervedffo th^edtnpahyi, add'a 
table was plehtifhlly fpread;.4 h^rnn^, ffices bf 

fait fifh, cheefe, hread| bjattef, an.| cfakesi chaffipa^e 
if0<^rs were tehder^ by'^ After v^eMid 

pirt^eh of thefe rei^ wo atfended> ffip’ 

ffirohgh the apartments of the mins, many of whom wferd' 



^ Ml 0 .'C- . O, 

embro^|||ng habits for-^^ 

^j[^|»“^£'^Mofcow,«n4 'ye toqii^iir leave. t' / ^ 

nuns woi:e:a l^‘ xpbq ,t^it biacl|:^eilV 


. p^^k tprehead-cldtb» and black wrappers under the phip,. 
which made th^ra lopk very difmal apd pale. The abbpfs 
:^as *?hp of black, lilk. The nuns are 

totally prohibited IVom meat, byhig chiefly upop filh, eggs, 
and vegetahlesi jfi| other refpe^^^ k not rigid, aph 

they are allowed to pay pokfippaifvifits in the town. 

I have ^already had[ oi^o^ to mention the great number 
of (diurcjbes contained in^bjis city. The Kremlin is not 
iyithouMk ihare; a ffpau cbnipafs^^i al- 

moft contiguous to ^each Other. Two of thefe thurches, 
namely fhat of St.’ Miphaeh abd that of the A^umption of 
the Virgth Mary,. ^ remarkable ? the one for being the 
place where the fovergigns of |tnffia,;vte^^ interred ; 

and the other where th^.^|!bhwned. Thelh edifices are 
both in the fame ftyle ,oj^ ar^^ were probably 

conftrudted^ Solirlus of Milan, who built the walls of the 
iCrjemlin. Though was obliged to conform 

hll tafie to th^^ fiipdeladf O^lefiaK buildings at that time 
ufed ,in iipM»,iyet their exterior is not'abfolutely in- 
elegant^ akjbough it is an oblong fquare, and much too high 
in prd^rtibn tofhe^^^^ 

^ ^n fhe cdtiiedral of St. Michael I viewed thie tombs of the 
Rui^ah foyereigna., 'I'he bodies are not, as wkh ua, depo-; 
fited in vaults, or beneath the pavement, bijit are entombed 
in fufed .fepulchrea,^p^ brick, in the lhape of a co£5n, 

and about tvyo feet iti height. When I vifited the catliedral, 
moft ahtient vfere chverj^d w of red doth, others 

of jed velvet, arid that of ipeter II. with gold tiffue^i^, bor- 

^ lipon^ great feftivalt alt the fepulchres tire covered with ncii palls of gold or filvcr 
l^bctde, iludded with pearls and jewels* ' 

Qq > 
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graved taife nanie^of'^ and tibirS^«^f 

his^i^a^li. ' 


IP^m tb« has ^e Irdpe^^ rc^ 

detk» tdtfie' 
inte^etf in tl^K ■ 

reraains are depofited in %e bbaveAt df thelBoly Trinity 
the tzaf tinder i:he fiaine *w^a6 tv^S,s deftriiyea 

in ^ ^ it 


" priti* 

cipal ariehHbn/ who inky fotinder' of 

the Rddian grtetriefi^^ his acceffion to the yhrone in 
1 46 k, Rtiflia fotmed% ixdieiSt of petty^ principalities ei# 
gaged in perpethal wars wkfa^ each othety fdme Of them no* 
minally fubjeit to tike gyeat^ke M: and^ 'ali of 

them, together with thW nioh^h Irit^ to the 

Taitars:^.' 

Ivan, 'in the cotirrfe off a pii6^ife!niiir rei^ of %hove fdri^ 
yeari, ‘gave! a flifew afpe^^^^^^ kAFairir he anhi^k 

to hii dpniirtions the dnchi^ 6f T%ir and othif nrighbbnr-* ’ 
in^ principaKties, fubd bed 
more gibribus knd beneBcial^''' he "refcbi^ 

. ,^. »-%V: ' 'i.J • ('■■v-.^'’S^>' 

* S«e Chaoter 'VIj. , . , ■ . , ", . .- *;.(tejB,(}Jig*f!e||iik;,,-, 

f See Cfiap. VlK^ ^ ^ fill ^ort jtfle%iane olF tbe 

; J The icrvittide of . the great-dulce wiH 

beft appear from t fee folfowii^ ^ .clfciimr* •* up. When .thcje 

ibnee^y Tccorded by ^Gronicr^^ “ relSl^d ^i a^ence, 

biftaiMti., ’ “ rud^^t re^iithe 

^ ba)IQidoi'a Avere fent tp Oarpet of the cUoiccft fur%^ White thir 

** dfkeir;tp <fQUd£f the aeou|lo^W -^eft^dukt , w»iih bt9»'^|lob|e«; l^nelt', .mdeb . 

** thfVgW^tyduke, pied to jJaWno^? 

W of hwxejpi^t^W4s^ 


o 

.0. 
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arid refai^|he ||tyment: of 

yfi^ich fcq: a^ye. a : cento? y |iacl been exafletl ^rom > .- >1^ 
hk^j^j^eceffors. delivered Ruifia ^rom, , 

thllJ'lepeiideiice,. than biS' sdliance was courted by many E% . 

j^id'W'kig-his reign Mofcow faw, for 
thff^hrft the emperor of German yi. 

fir^^the ppp^he jran^Rgno^.^m kings of Poland, 

and Denmarfej. apdlpQip 

of this, were not confined to- 

miiitairy -ilQjaievements ; ,^ufli^ . was indebted to him for the 
improvement of her commerce^ and for opening a more- 
ready cojajmuBicatioa with, t^ European natiotas^ Under 
his .aufpices^ the immyledge ofigunpowder and the art of 
cafting, cannon was firft brought into Ruilia by. Adftotle of 
Bologna ; he employed the; iarae ^tifl +, as welf as other 
foreigners^ to ftidke anew the; coins, which had hi- 

therto been dis^ured by Taitarvinferi{«ions j he engaged,, 
at, a vaft expenee^ Italian aKtifts .to enclofe the Kremlins of 
Mofisow and Ndvogorod -with walls of brick, and to conflru<£t 
feye?!^ churches a^d other. p^ ftsuitures with the fame 
materials For hh vaJ^S?8fCiyil and mditary fervice i he 
defe^vedly themaiu^ of the He is defcribed 

as a perfghi^^giisinhc^ltigre aQ)C(a. His 

manners aniidei5^||iu0^^^3^ngl^ with the barba-. 

rifm of his age and; country, were Tome what foftencd and’ 
^i|bedhy the example ofhHi fecu^ wife Sophia §, a Greiciah 

prifi^efs 

* B 4 chraelft( 5 r *8 EM § Sophia xvas Jaiighttrof Tharrtw l^a. 

terfi p*;;a8m : ^ n IseogoUis, brother of Conftautino tUt 

+ PoMmnfw r €|r<cian wwperori who loft his lift* when 

and wbiefa defoi^es - '*453» ' Soon after thai cveHt Sojihiu re- 
at his acceffioQ to' the throne paiiid to Koine with her father^ whrref 

buildinj;^ of Mpfpow^ were of wood. thex Ihred under. the prote<fuun of cfac jKJpt?.. 

; . \ ./ Xhie- 
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' vf TnKif 

to all th?..f(^j^r..gtaef?§-fC-.Mr. 
manly Ipirit ; .aad ]/riaO)^yie Ihji kfured in 
a taftq inj: the jffls of peace, animajed huM, to 
enterpris^B wt|e^ ^nd(^ ;«) 


country^. 




-■ } ■ i' «it^’ f. " '■ ^ !' « f * I * 


lyan the prea| di^ of ‘hi&:%e : 

on each , ^ retn^hB are; dep^^tejd *hofc^ 

yaffili Vaflihevit^ 3^ef lipfon 

YaihU lyar^yilehj^sylio fond 


^ejtpifQd uv i5,3'3.'. •■: • 

I n a ^lill ehapel adjoini^^^^ tombs is the fepuldhre 

of Ivan Vadiiieyitqh II. + and l\»^ffi>r of Vaffili lvario- 
'vitph?^^ - Is branded by -mahy wrkeTs with-the 

name at^l feprefented as the moft odious monfter 

th^ evet di^^raced; hnn;»h however, 

his general ehata^iif i^medrttesi falfe- 

h^d J, andpften of ©3f agg^jls?!^ to forget 

■/ ./'f:;;.'. r > ^ . .V.'"- many 


•The ntt^ ls laid 10; negotfehtfl^ tlie lin^iffi^ W 

jfiai:nj^S||^ thegt^t.duke, ,;s.k- ..r. , " 

have bd^bWed Kef- pibhioft y m Iwpcr 'w f '^hiis fome wnten aiferi J jha t when he 

varifa^s w" ihe Rpmatf catholic m^tpn in, llominioa^ if he? mien 

in ilsfj^hfdipaccd he woiild 

encouraged hef hiiihand in (liahiag off fhc oi*derheifc* a trphd of 

Tartar yoke { , «ad pi^ I*!* 

procuring the ahfeff ^chiteas fforn^aly* ar^ ago- 

See Herberffeiftv in Rer; Moi; Cofmn-'|v by thole iero- 

allo Pau. Jovii Dpl^g. MpA--^bid» anunaft^ v t ^ 

* * He received the th^ tvlui 

Blihd, bccaule hii eyes had h<5ch ‘ph« p^^ who 

dfder of his uncle, who, hki^lRiifihe bhftt ^Ihe the ripjiy: ajt 

depoled^him* pra£tilcd thia'bfjii^pjt^iefff;^ 

jn order to diiqiiality him fromTe^^odji;i|^:;e(gjft^ ahylimildttig hf luperior^ 

ihe^tfhi^he. 'j He wa« aftc^ards^ ^ 

le-inffated in’ the^fovefeigtt^ ihd fblldwteg:fe|jQrf^W^ 

tjon of: his iubjeiSts. " ^Vv.d^£t J^ra our own- liifeiyl^ 


. » 
•> 



qualities 

#j||fl&i^i^l3E0t give iiia^t^il d^^il ibr maiiy idle repdril v^feich'r, 
aj^ij|Sii|ed of his C^ijgiiiileifs alM itthtihianity; yet it WohlH 
l^/i^ally as abfbM, 'Srid Contrary to hillorical evidertce| to 
dihy': or attempt to’ apdlt^e for rriany* cruelties « acaualit 
comipaitted :by thi^ who, no more than Peter th^ 

Or^tj reckoned cleiiteody among thO number of his virtues. 

! j-But while we reg^4 the ferOeif f liid implacability Of hia 
tenaj^f with abhOrlrencei we cahnOt refule the tribute of 
admyratiohvta his iiolitiOal ehani(Ster. He^ r the ftiper- 
ftru(9:Ureof the Ruffian grandeur, Of which His grandfathef 
had laid the foundation. Inft^d of a defiiltofy militia, col- 
lected in haftc, and a|Uf%s impatient tbdiffiahd; he inftitntecl 
a (landing army* ; he aboliffied-the^ufe of fhe boivy^ hitherto 
the principal weapon among thORhipaite f lie' trained therh 
to fire-arms, and acevtftOnaed thei^’'tO" a’ m difci- 

pline. By means of this formidlhll bodyihe extended hii 
dominionson ah fides, and|iaftli^laft^^ klng-i 

doips^ of Q^an and Aftrachan^ and rendered the Ruffian 
name refpi^ahle to the Europe. He gave 

to his fubj;e<^s 'the firft i^tt^ laws ^ fo- 

reign aMift^/|^ta|^|^da.w { :^ihtft)dt»ted printing ;i Ruf- 
fia ; he the duties of 

export and import >|;;hn^nMh^d Engliflr m to efta- 

'j-...*. .. - ... ' . ■■■ '■. ■■ ■•. 

have ofdereS the hat i^fthe ]E!h£lilh',i^^iif* ut the 6th. chap, of thit Boak^'and the ad 
br o^ fiook W. A . > ; 

head3^* awfe he off io f Above thrcehimdrcd artilJs ofaHjjfo- ' 

tbe tzar’s prefenc^; ' . * , . felKons^ namely, painters, fculptbrsi ar^hU 

report wat^oepafibS^^ t^^^viatch-maiters, eafters of • bells, mU 

gerated account of a m^hderfffhdiag^t^^^ ^rs, armourers, (latjoners, mafons, &c«. 
tween this tijiir and JeiotiBie^ Joye% liavca}rca<|y ar^rivedatLubecintheirway to 

whkh i& rcteted. M Mofcow, but tycre preventod from proceed^ 

pakbVs. : Hackit^^^ CoU^idri - pr)^ iljg by the intjrigues of the inhabitants of 
ageSj VI I. p, 4^, &cs " ! t|e natives of Livonia* Sec 

^ Inftaiicei of which the reader witl; BachmiAcr’s EiTai fur la Bib. &Ce p. 3 s . 

A"'-, s '*■ ' 
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bHlh fa<2c)des livkm^ huisjHkHih 
not al w 4 ys iira6Ufed ll>y in^ enlightened i^ereilgns, granted 
to them the free exefi&ft' bf their rdigion ; he had^ efveh 
formed thje defigbV death alone preventied, of tiilji- 

nitirig vaiioiis fenMtiaKrres'for the:jcultivation of the Latin and 
OenTiari iattgtiag^V Ih 4 h« may ^ be efteemed 
biie of tho/e Ibvereign^ Jyho have ^ntributed to improye 
and civilizid their , 

Ivan Y^lSfievitfeh II. die^ ih % of grief 

at the death bf his ddek foh ly^ahj whofe remains are placed 
cbntiguoh&Jtb thofe of l^s father* Biftorians have recorded, 
fhattbii prince received his death, fri^ the perfpn to whom 
hie was indebted for ^ by an ‘^fortunate blow upon 
his rnmpie.^^^ of the tzar haw not failed to 

impute this ihelancholy prtsu&rc^he to delign ; while his 
hppl%ilte hl^e laboured to reprefertt it 

ii metisiy ac- 
counts with the blot*^ was either 

or, if defigh^: W"Ch^fe,certauriy^^^h^^^ int^ded to be 

^ Feol^br, t^i^eiid £bn and lii^eflbr of IVah yaflilievitch 
. ir. is;' ihterri^ to ihe^ cha|« j; a prince pF fuch weak 
anteiledU and hotoribus iheapdeityv as tp he a mere. phantom 
of IbVereignty, 'tod entheiy uia^ the diripfito oF 
ther-in-lavy Boris Godunpf. Fedtor ^ torone to 

1 584, and topired in 1 598 : in torn ji^ed toe male’lir^^ 
the fovereigns of toe hpufe to Rhric ^ a fa^ who had 
feigned over Ruflia tor a period of toord thto feyen cetou- 


jAtnnng the tombs to to^ toe mpR rcmtokable is 

ttot itoich contains toe^b^ of a child, by the 

. ^ Unlefs Demetrius was the fiea! fon of Ivan Vaffiilievttch II* 

a RufiBians 

f 

t' 
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of Wage, by order of^rls CSoditepf. JW tomb; sfkmU 
■ feftingiiijE||e tnaa _tbpife of t^e, jEtuiG^an fovej^^^s,,’ is 
' Of brafs and highly ofnatiiepted. The pbUd is cla0!d^|p|g 
^e laiitits qf i^eftiiflian an^ acwiding to tiey|p 

gends of the ckureh, 'lii^ fiddy is ihilli 

fiddles, and is Believed by the 'cfeluidui to repiain.pn^rif 
raptedv The top of the ^ 

and; during divine on " feftival qf , it. Alexander 

Nd^d|a>^i c^^fved 'iiey^ Iniidq v^ith 

great rt^^s^^qf dei^ion. ;TJ^ h^ry of^the ' 
at vglitz, and the a^iiiu^ tho 're^ qrjpi^ll^^ 
metriiis, who dlled’ tne tWn® & a &rt time,’Muire .a 
fepafate narrative. , ,vi, . . , . ; 

The fbverei^'i^JtW'JiOi^^lljftgj^i^^ in 

the bodjr of the ddhrcfi :^ the|r^t^lis‘arn^i^^^ 
between , 

The lirii of tW ,ptn|hid^ lin^lsr^piad 
■V(dwieei|lti|m in 1 iSt Itput'^a^inw^ iidng icene of 



“ ■ le ws' fatj^r i*hilaJ!qte8« . , A body of 


pnrice.^ _ 
lities,'a^'^ _ 

Ruman nobre^^avii% jt^dered, the crqwn to,,X«)ma^ 

'■'U-.i “_itv.-ii.i I'liiil'.i.,!! jil ..it-'-;’ |j[jj^' 



|hat,%e,^^cely 

'"^■'”’"■^.1.’ »',..#■ this 



BOOK tWs high ftatidn^'fiOfednly*^ %knbwl^g»8,bdt eVedin 
J~IL/ repugflaiice &► his o ^hfen thfe <leputife8 fr^ 

Mofocilv a^vitwi' ^ Co^ro at that tin^ 

with' hh Mhr with his id^ion } 

Mtdhaibij dreadfhi {cataftiojphes which had 

bei^ali^^^i the tz^ finee demife of Feodor Ivanovitch, 
aiid iefiei£Hh^ on the ^re^t Rufliay burft 

ihtc^ tem^l for a wl^e' declined the proffered crown, 
^hioh feeiined to entail deftrhdtihh updn Ihdfe who had Ven» 
tured* tir wear it *. Overcorh©,' howevefy by'the impoitiani- 
ties hf the tkpoties, and partly daZZled witli' the fpiendOnr 
of i^y^tyi'lSiiifchae^ the wifhes of his 

feoiintfy f a^ delay to Mofcow, was 

cioWhed'with the tifeal folemnities. ’Though he afcended 
the thik)^e 3 rith^^^^_r^^ he filled It with dignity ; and 

found s irbt^icin frcbt tKdfe difiifters wMc^ overwhelmed 
his immedfaitepredeeeflbrs^id his'dw^ difcfetidn, in the wife 
counfels of hiS falh^j aff^iOn of his fhbje(Sls. 

Michael died irt 1^48", after a 8 years. 

Alek^y Michaelovitch lfis’^ afties lie Contiguous 

to hh ir^ainsy is chiefiy knhWn by foreigh^^ as the fath|if 
Of Peter the he deices likcwife 6nr ^atteritteh 

for his own f>nhfic t^uet/and; for a variety df falntary in- 
ftitutiohs. lie rev and a^-madd!ed the 

code of laws compiled by Ivan VaffilieViteh'IL 
duced a more regular difcipHne into the arihy ; and incited f 
foreign oflSc^ into bis fervice; he procured from Amffer- 
dam feverjd iiaip-buildersy whom hp ettiployed in, conffradt- 

f ^ecBufchlng*9,Account <if tjic Elc£Uon were two geecrals, two field ii«^rnipU,;mt>re 

oiFM^haeV^BiftvM/H/p/ 403 .^ thaiji an hundred coloneUf 

Uipth^g (ays, among the fdiiajg?ipfii* , Ue^uai^s, and enfign® % jrf*Qf 
ceiri ih ife fervicc^^^^ ' > . * - ..n., , ^ 
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the navig^ottof ^ Cafpiaua Sea f Ja f w^, P^^* 
iff Pf ^ Sf^^t pufliaes, of j^^y of thofe regi^^pf 

were afterward . improvjBd:^ enlarged by tbe 
geniiis of ^eter. tbe Qreat. Alexey dec^e^ 

ip gad year <^ Ws reign, and the 49th of 
; Pppplite to the fepulehre of Alpx^y *are thofe of his %|if 
^^eodor an 4 Ivan s JFspdor, who fucceeded his father in the . 
thfpne, has been defcrit«d , by Vpltak otbere as a 
j^ince who poflejQfed a yigprptia naind in a weak ffanie, »)4 
whofe admiipd^ation , was dignified with many nfef^ 
g^ri^ps r^gplatipmv^'?^he tnith, iS| however, that incapacity* 
polios thap hl-hesJth, dUquallfied him from conducing the 
aflfaira of government ; that h^ adually refign.ed himielf to 
thp dire^n of hi&*iiier ^j^ia; and that all the beneficial 
a^s of hi$ adminiftration muft be, ascribed to her influence* 
and to the abilities of his P^pie in^iher ^he gr^ 

Feodor* after a fhort reign of fix ye^s* funk ip. 168% Wider 
the diforders which had long preyed upon : frame, 

Ivan, fecond brother of Feodor,, md rightful heir of the 
throne, was fo debilitated by epileptic fits, both in body and 
naind-f, that he was at hrd o^^tided from the fucceflion as in- 
cajfpbje of difcharging the functions of goYernpient, but was 
afterwards recognized as joint-lbvereign with his half-bro* 
ther Peter the was ponfider^ nie^'ely as a puppet, 

held up'tp fatisfy the to fepure to his adherents 

a fhare in the adminijtoation of affairs, He was allowed to 

* $ch!eifling* m at Mofcbw during being fecn on account of its deformity, 
the adfl^inidratioo of Sophia, thus ^efcribes But he is very pious and devout ; and as, 

the pcnon of 'ivan, *11780 Alexiy, |ibc on account of his weak conftitution, he 

*‘ eldeft tzar, is ilUformcd by nature, info- *• cannot hunt, or take any violent cxercife, 
much that he can neither rightly fee, ** heis the more conflant in his attendance 
read, or fpeak. He always wears a piece at church, and never mifTes a proceflion. 

** of g^en filk before his eyes, in order to *• He }s fliort in his perfon, vciy thin, and 
prevent the upper part of his * face from “ is n6w 30 years of agc.*^ 

R r 2 


continue 
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contiiift? th^i&l30iag^aMuid^ of his lif^; 

ui>J« and his^deai|r,;wi^fcli lia^^ned:in wds f^ceiy p^- 

0ived % hi|j.fwb^^,‘'^9<i -|[6t kno\ 58 i]j“to ^ 
e3Eoept%thBomfMoni,jptfiifsna?aeia&^ If 

; The fw^i*!|igtt%f\j|)fcquejpt to interred at Petorfr 

t>vii:ghC"|x(^hg^telin>''^^lfc this cath^' , 

df'al.' “lliis-’ i|fttn^%hj^ ■|life‘;W^r^n^^e. -*rsjar6vitd|' 

• Alexey, patharine'li, 

and died in ify 3^ ^ iii.lfds ;tity,| ^ the very 

’ day v%ch ^pl^ed 

^incefs Dol^foeki. ; His ^ath was <^afioned by the ig^f 
horancd^fthd ||hy liif iihs^"^^ tireated his dilbr^er a| a 
ligriantilever. ¥ jpetef^h aodt^d gre^ jjdpularify by\^ng;i 
during latter Wt bf hislfhort rei^, his impe^ fe^ 
lidence'^i^i^^w. He was greatly rcgn^d as Ae grandfim 
of Peter the ibseatj: ^ as the perfon in whhhi:the mj^ liiie 

of the Ktofa>f became cxtih<a/l ^^^ K 


Sovereigns 




'FiSARS of different Famili^. 

t3» Boris Oodunof, elt^d Dmitri^ or Psmotnus^ the Falfc Vaffili Ivanovitch Shuiikij clcf^cfl 
^Tzari j^S ; died in 1605. | Dfm^ius of theRnfliansj. Tzar upon the aflaifination. 

Hi$ fon Feodor, proclaimed by Others oalUd the fon of of Demetrius b 1606 r deW 

Tzar in April by his fa* Ivan VaflWjevitch II. af* pofed in tSipi diedincap- 

ttmr’s party, and put to V; cendpd the throne in Tunc, tlvity at Wariaiv. 

death in Jirne, can fcaSrccly 16051 , aflaffiaated May, 

be clafled among the Rut i6of. . 

iian ftvereigns. 


Sovereigns 



Sovereigns of Russia of the Houfe of Romance 

IV Michael Fco 3 orayitch> clc£b 4 Tzar 1613 ; died 1633. 
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Cathedral the A£Um§thn of the Virgin Miry intht Kremlinr 
■ Months of the Ruffian patriarchs. ’-Origin and abolition 
of the patriarchal digmty. — Account of the patriarch Phila- 
ttXt% father of the boufe anec^ 

dotes of the patriarch^icaa. 

A NOTHER church in the i^etnlin,. namely, the cathe- chap. 
dial of the Affiimption of the Virgin Mary, which has » 
long been appropriated to the coronation of the Ruffian fo- 
vereigns, remains to be defci^ibed. This church is the moftt 
fplendid and magnfficent in Mofcow. The fcreen is in many 
parts covered with plates of foUd River and gold richly 
worked. From the centre of the roof hapgs. an enormous 
chandelier of maffy River, weighing 2940 pounds ; it was 
made in England, and was a prefeht firom Slorolbf, prime- 
minMler and favourite of Alexey Michaeloviteh. The facred> 
utenfils and epifcopal veftments are extraordiharily rich, but 
the tafte of the worfcnaanffiip is in general rude, and by no^ 
means equal to ^9 mj^tedafe^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Many of the j^^n^s wh cover the infide walls are- 
of a Coldflal fize : antisnt, and were executed 

fo early as in the Mter end of the fifteenth century. It 
CQntaiaa,amongft the reft^ ahead of the Virgihf fuppofed to 
have beeh ddineated by S|.jLnke,, and grcatlyvcelebrated in 
this country for its fan^tity and the power of working Pira- 
cies. Its face is almoft bl^k ; its head -is ornaiiiented with 
glory of precious ftones j Mid. its hands ;.£^d body are gilded,. 

which 
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which gives it, a ??, Placed in 

* the fkr^, .^ ^pcl^^i,Withh^^ 
which is QiU^ tahep jo^ Qn gir^at/eiUsjfjl^ or £otthe (wipfi^^ 
of lirungers," Ti)ii§3'^m:« iis Jpn^ thiQ ti^ o^er 

painti|i|g5 : acjcoji^h^^ ^ the^ ch,urch, h was 

brough^t'frpiif^ Qreeceip. ^iof wherf^ Was- the re:^- 

dence of the con- 

veyed to Vpjodimiri ;^n4^|dbrwards , trartslerjcp| to, Mofoo^. 
It Xeeros a , Greeiai^ pai^h^ng,^ and w^^^P^hbahly ^ anjterior to 
the revival of th»f art in, 1^):,,%;- * v ; 

In thi^ca^edral are depofited thefentains of the^R 
patriarcks. '... ' '/ . ■'■■ ■ 'v 


^ I faW fcvefal pimtings bf the Virgfii The or%mof this fable, or rather mjr^ 
>4n the north ^ikaiy fiimlar a kw about the time 

were faici to be the produftious of St. Luke, that paint iogs of holy fubje^ts came i.atp 

others of 0mabue^ bt hts fcliotars. The faQiloh, there lived at Conihivtinopl^ a 

complexion in thefc was iikewifi| of e du(hy; p^ftter called, Luke, who, by mahy re- 
hue, and plainly from the ||hcy of prefehtations rf the Virgin, acquhed a 

painters. . This leads me to ift^gihe that / He was a 

the Grecian painters brigi^lly repiefcn^^ ** man qf cxcmplaiy life, and on account of 
the Virgin of a 'dark'edmpl^xbn, vi^Hieh his'ptety, and the edifying ufe he made 

W’aa copied by the eaWicftjItaUanart 4 &, 0 «*'^ bf his talents, w^s _ generally known by 

xnabue and his immediate fcholars, who rcr “ the; name of the Holy Luke. In procefs 
oeis'cd the art from the Le firuyn, of time, when the epbeha and circum- 
^^eaking>of this pi^hirepf $t,,Luke atMoff.^ ftances of hi? .iUfe. were forgotten by the 
cow; fays, It is veiy'gloomy and almoA^ ** vulgar, and liis performances had ac- 
bbek f but whether this lu'oceedl fiorn quired by age a (mbkyi dufky eaff, Itiffi- 
the efjibds of tW, or tbe^ to^ cient to perplex the iliort-fightcd con- 

** persi or the fancy of thb painter i certain ^ nbiiTeurs of thofe dayi, devotees aferibed 
it is, there is no great matter in it.*' &c, bis pi^urci tp |heE^ who was 

Travels, v. Lp, 70. An ingenious eutiior, ** prqnpuneed.^ pointer, bccaufe they knew 
in a late publication, mentions in the mo* no othe^rn the nameV and be- 

nallciy of Monte-Virgine, a CblolTal ppr- be no one 

trait of the Virgin Mary, which pafles ‘^eoum jh#e^h^ 
for the work ofcSt. , Luke the Evapgeli^ :fVexamioinjf^fnd.d^ the fiitures 

and add?, ‘‘ There“‘c in model.** Swinburne’s Tra- 

where feme doaens of black, ugly' yels b tbe Two Sicilies, p. i s For proof 

5 ** donnas, which eH pai(s iN:;tM wprk of paintiM^p ^uffia 

,^* hii hands, and as fuch ate ievi^ed.” Jo and Italy by the (Srccks, 
which “aflage he bbjdini jSic ipllowing tion of the Qathedjral of St. Spphik^t No- 
iiotc^ but w vogorodf \ “ 

^ . .The 
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The firft brthefe wai job, before whofe time the primate chap* 
of the RuiSan chuith was fufiragan to the patriarch of 
Conftantinople. Job^- beirig metropolitan archbiftiop of’ 
Mofcow, was, in the year 1588,' inftalled in this cathedral 
patriarch of RuflGia, by Jeremias patriarch of Conftantinople, 
with ali due folemnities. The ceremony of tranflating the 
fee from the capital of Turkey to this city is thus defcribed 
by an author, who was himfelf prefent 

“ On the asth of January, 1588, the Greek patriarch, 

“ accompanied with the Rufle cleargie, went to the great 
** church of Prechefte, or our Ladie, within the Eraperour’s 
“rcaftle, where he made an oration, and delivered his refig- 
“ nation in an inftrument of writing, and fo laid down his 
** patriarchal ftaffe; which was prefently received by the 
‘Vmetropolite of Mpiko, and divers other ceremonies ufed 
about the inauguration of the new patriarch.’* 

The moft venerable of Job’s fuccellbrS in the patriarchal 
fee was Philaretes, who, though no fovereign himfelf, is 
celebrated as being father to that line of Ruffian monarchs, 
diftinguiflaetl by the nanie of the Houfepf Romanof+v His 
•fecular name was Feodor he drew his lineage from An- 
drew, a Pruffian prince, who came into Ruffia about the 

♦ Fletchcf^# RtlfRa, Chap. 21. This* ing formally demanded the confcnt of the 
author adds, that Jeremiai/ w^^ four patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, 

Hicronitno, had bccii cither b^ifted from Conftantinople, and Jcrufalem, to the efta. 
Conft^htindplc by the ^or dejfofcd bliflimcnt of a new patriarch in Ruffia, they 

by the Gredk clergy, that hc cani’c to Mof- acceded to the r^ueft, and folemnly de« 
cow without any ’ invitation from the Ruf- puted' Jeremias to Mofcow, who invefted 
fians, in; order to obtaih money from the the metropolitan Job with the new dignity, 
taar Teodbf Ivanovitch, and that yyith this King on the Greek Church, p.^ 496, 
view he pre^ofirf thetranflatw^^^ f In confequence of a cifftom prevalent 

tHarcHaJ fe frotn Cdttftantiiibple to Mdf» among theRuffians toadopt the appellation 
dow, / 7 “ /• ■ , of the grandfrther for alaihHy name, the 

" dfiilri^dtoy new royal line was called Rdmanof, in ho- 

or banifhed f and relate, that the tisar iaV*. hc^ of Rosnan, Feodoras grandfather* 

Vpl. L . ' S f . middle 



TRA ■ 

■ijfL feendantg-gljKyyfeA tbr tfe- 

Is^heft oflices- 

dor was fofiofNMia^^nie^i^ 
and :<rf Alliftidif 

By the 

of govemii^ht iihdei#Fi$i^ 

deferent in tihderteii^g ;- ^ fi^pteed by the arts- 
of Boris Godui^f; whhfe'fl^ efp^ yoang fisari- 
he vra»^ eiiiCls(s 0 id fi:i 3 m' 9 ^^ <sf affairs* 

dttfteg the whole re%n of that wcaSi priricei Whoj Boris • 
hiaife^* eleyated to the throne, -ihe high birthi» great' 
ahilities,uiiad pi^tdarity of Feodor Boe^anbl 1^ 
obitoKioue fothe new monari^ tyii he was*- compelled 10^ 
aliume the priefthood, sasd^ W^ 

•to Phitecetesi*- ■ -■ ■ '■;•;- ■ ■*■''.■■ '■ 

1605. #poo the accefBpft oi the RtiffianaK 

and a|^ki^ to the arehh^ksprieh^^ Ih^hf ; httt ki t his 

p«dod hie dd^teM‘ to a foeoeSibn of ikr- 

piifonnaentSr Soon':^^^ depofitipn* of Vafiiii Shuifki,, 
wheti- a ftrOng party? araoogj i^^^^ agreed to elc^l 

LadiilauS^^ of SigiiTittohd III. k«ig^b 0 .fy^(A of Riif- 
fia, Phharetes was, in 161O, dffp^teehed-lt *tj^-head of ah 
embgiiry to Sigifitiond, in or^r toiettib t^.bondftibns of his^ 
fort’s eleihoh. He fc«jad the POMfti pnortarch engaged in the 
fiege of Srooknfko j ittid when^'fhe lEi% 
mediate ceflion of that town,' Philaretes w»miy iehirped, 
“ When your hss afOended oPr t 
« not only Sraolenlko, but all RnfEa j and it ifl becomes you 

« to 


e 



^ to Sigatt«)ndj 

tbi$ fpirit^ fepiy; a^ by th« rem nn , , 

Ibboc^ embailkdors urged agaiOi^ 

,arred;e<^ and threw theoav into 
pfifon* "i^SiiStisrctes iaOg#i^^ in the caiBe of 

Marienbajgii ♦, iil Pruflia, under a moft rigorous confinifc* 
nae^j during wihicb, ev«n mwiy of the coiumon neceffarfet 
u^re frequency withwheWfrom^^^l^ His abfence, however* 
did, not dimitfiih the refpedk and vehwarion which the Rufr 
fizm entertained for his ehatarih^ : the whole nation unap 
nirnoBfly confeiTed the crown uj^n his foo MIrihael, a youth 
■only in the ievent^th year of his age, in hopes that | 
peace with ^Poland «wouid reftoie#hiisrete6 to his country, 
and render him rriie dire^or of that power with- which they 
had >invei 9 »d|d^lbnr ^ Clri&«Kpedlation was gratified at the 
peace-of ¥iafniaireonclUded ki 1 719, betwe^Euffia andPo* 
land, which' ga^¥e Phihfepetes to of the pec^e. 

Immediately upon his arrival at Mofcow he Was confecrated 
pahiarch* and became ^ real^ though urn the oftenfible, 
fo^r^^n fbis? ci^mry, as vtbe fon^^^^^ be laid to 
have^faeM -the t^nS ^cdr goverfthUint under -hiSr abfidute di« 
re<^ien. »He^wasinvefied^^ m the admimfirationof affairs ; 
his name w?u frequently aflociated^ m jmblic a< 9 ts with 
that of iriie tssar 'he g^e audience to eraWfladors % ; ajjd 

upon mmy publk was permitted to take prece- 

§• 'Hie experience, moderation, and abif 
htiesi^fe^^ed^-l^ high honours, and this 

unbounded ?and tb® ptofperky of MichaeiVieign 

prikilaiflaed ihewifilom-Of Ikis fage monitor. Philaretas died 

’ ■ ^ '■> ■'■ ,/■ ■• ?■"' ■ ■■ ! ' ' ' • ' ■ ■ ■ 

* Safchi^* rHiit t Schmid* Rule 



in 1 633 in an his i^raild ^e 

I whole kingdom. ' ,•« ” ■• ■ ■;»' - -; ■ • ■; 

;* The iaft of tlieie p^riarche?'®^ isdfiah, at whdle demife^ 
in i'699, ,Pkeri atienhW to the trne’lntefelte^^^^ his crown, 
could 'never be preMle#t^h' to a incce^r ; and 

in f /at the j^Mlirci^l* dignity 

In a forr^ir chapter 1 obferved^ that there ' are no feats in 
the Rnl&an chnnllieif thiik^ieto Greek worfhip 

re^hii^ttg all tblfe^d d^ of di- 

vitte fervice. t Ih this cathed^ to the Affumption of 
the Virgin Maryi* I ohferved^'tvto^^ e^^ places near the 
|kreeh, ehclofc^ with rails ' without feat^ ; one of them is 
appropriated to the fovereign, the other was formerly de- 
iUned tot the patriarch, whole ftate anfl grandeur were in 
fome inlhnces hot inferior to toofe 6^^ 

U^wn forae public bccafion the archbiftipp of Novogprod, 
who afpired to hat^e the patriiu’ch^' digin^i M his 

peiton, pointing to the by the 

patriarch, remarked to Peter, “ Sire, tJ^at ftrn6ture is now 
** ufelefs ; will-not your ihajefty otder^^^^^h to be removed ?* 
l^ter ■ fethlent ; but upbn the archbifliop^ repeating the 
qiifeffioni turiaed to hito -^ place lhall not be 

toUtoi^d, itot 

T^;ltufl&^is reckon eleven patriareh^ ftom the hrft 
eftablilhmcnt of thn cfignitf in the perfcm cf Job, to its final 
abolition after the death* of Adrian; ; ' Of theto the greatcft 
and raoft confpicubus was the celebrated l^icon, whom, as he 
is the only patriarch not interred in this cathedral, I could 
not mention upon contemplating theft tombs. It is ho^^ 
that no apology needs be offered for the foUdwing a^dbiunt 
of a nian, whom fome Rufiians iM' abhor as Antichr^^^ 

■ . others. 
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sulore as a whofe,,e3£fraordinary charadter 

lias never been faithfully reprefehted to the Englifh reader. 

^ Nicon was Ixtrn in.461 3,, in a village of the government 
©f Nilhndi Novogor^j of fuch obfcure parents^ that their 
names and llation are, not tiraifmitted to ppfterity. fee re?- 
ceived, at the haptifmal j6pnl^*the name of Nikita, which af- 
terwards, when he became monk, he changed to Nicon, the 
appellation by which he is more generaliy known. He was 
educated in the convent of St, l^agarius, under the care of a 
monk. From the courfe of his ftudies, which were, almoft 
folely diredted to the Holy Scriptures, and the exhortations 
of his preceptor, he imbibed, at a very early period, the 
ilfongeft attachment to a monaftick life ; and was only pre- 
vented from following the bent of his mind by the perfua- 
lions and authority of his father. In conformity, however, 
to the wifhes of bis I’ainilyr contrary to his own in- 

clination, he entered into na,atri»ohy » as that ftate pre? 
eluded him from b^g adrnitted into a convent, he was or- 
dained a fecular.prieft.^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

With his wife he p^d fen years ; . firft as a parifti-prieft 
in fome country village, and afterwards at Mofeow in the 
lame capacity ; but lofing t^ree children, whom he tenderly 
loved, his difguft for the world and his propenfity to folitude 
j^urned with redpuble^, violence j and, having perfuaded his 
wife to take the yed, he entered into the monaftick order, 
lie of the White- 

&a, inhabited perfons, who formed a kind of 

eccleliaftical eftablilhraent, as remarkable for the folitude of 
their fittiation as for of their rules: about 

twelve monks, : dwelled in .feparate cells fcattered at equal . 
rii^liefrpm each o|her<^, ?hd from the church which flood ; 

* Two verilsi or a mile and an halfw 


in I 
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;in the center o| me ; ; TEueafe^oi^lics 

Ibled TCgul^ly 

whole j^gh^arad, ahc msst day iKKmy whaejAiili^it^ 

itD their 

on certain feftiyais(; r^ldle at 
pied ifiteramrjSs/ iTh^; 

food ^ira$;hread» fiCh^^ 



'S«di was ihe fitmtion^wMt^31iccttV^^^^ i|8“COttgcnKil 

to the gloomy %j» nf h« 

litudeijpcmthc uncertainty tjf fen he w^s nfthappily 

led to conddenthe fnoft deha^ng: anibenties as accepndole to 

the gnpreme Befog ; J0d necefiarily cohtfaifke^^ thaticlaiffter<^ 

pride, which gaye an alloy ta bfe 

proved thegreateft 

(Called upoti foitdfiltfee daiiet=oi| 

After a 

to accompany the chief ol the tscxJefbi^ 

Mof<x)w, in ord^ tn raife a 

new* church. lharc?ely returi^dlfrcsfo thiare^^ 

tfooy whei!^(^jat;the inpigajaonjfof ;^he chiet^ ;wh#m he had 


offended dhi^gfeisjBfoney,hdi*^^^ 
raoiiics tn retire M^dt: he ei^a^di^ed "hr 

boat, with pnly a fingie^ p affift 

feeing overtahea hy a violent fforwi!^ !^ ai^ 

in continual Hhin^ of periMng, fent Was atliehgth diivea 
ajpon an ifland near the ; tf - 

From th4 ifland he repaired to a n^ 
a^ntiguous contment I and ben%; admitted ;into*theifoi^i^ 
foftead of iiihabiting^^h ; aparimentSm convert^ 

iraitatiop of his ipfiner: fQlitnd%;mnftEo£fcedia feparafo <3C^ 

* . ’ '■'.■■ li. • ■ ■ ■ 



ffiai;" 

with i^i^4Wii/hdnd^anii leaver, vifired^ti^^^i^ 
sa£tesj bttt tdwi(ri% By 

lliife df iife he held in fuchhigh 

hy the hrej^rent)^ thM; u|>ph the death oi their fuperidr' they- 
tinantnaeM^y irit{^hi(n>^ the tracant dignity. He contihued 
in thi) three yea^^^whehy heing drawn by fome 

family to he to the 

tzar Alexey >dkhaek»yitch }. that Co captivatetC^ 

^th his vatittoS' tal^Sy eiiteti^ie learning) and natural elo> 
quenci^ that he detained him^ atMorGoWy and took him un* 
det his immediate proteftiom - W the fpace 

of five yeafs he w^'^ucceffively created^^ arcbimandite or 
abbot?o# theNovofpJrtikoi<»nyent,^^^^ of Novogdrod, , 

and pastriarda of Bwffia^i He' deferved thefe rapid promof* 
tkms by a rs^e aifemhlageni^exhraordm^ i^ualities, which 
even his enemies allow> hkn undaunted^ 

oonrageylirreproachabW mowlSy axalte^^ 'charity^ comprehen* 
fiVe kathmg, and commaiKliog eloquence; 

While aidabiflac^ of wbi^ <%nity.he was- 

raifed in 164,$^ hd^gavc a memorable^ te of his firm- 
ncls- and diihretioin. Boring a tumult in that city, the Im- 
perial ‘gov^iioyjgjp^ince Feodor took refuge in the 

.atohkpifenpal plaice againft the fury of the infurgents y. 
yrhb, threatened inftant pillage if 

the gevewiee "was not delivered to them without delay. 
Mcdnyinile^ of acceding to their demand, boldly advanced' 
into the noidft of themj and exhorted them to peace. . The 
popukttjey inflamed to madnefs by the prelate’s appearance,, 
iraftsfierred their rage governor to him ; • aflaulted 

hilaft W0i flones, dragged him by the hair, and offered every 
^ncies. of wlcnc&and indignity to his perfon, . Being con^ 

veyedi 



veyed to the pal^'iff (of 
by immedKite %iit^ rejgai^ell bf 

tianger from whith heliad Juft “efcd|!|d^ he |ierfi^4 m his 
refolution, eithi^f to appes^ the tunErait^ or perifit Jini the at- 
tempt With this defign, as if devQtifig himfelf to certain 
death,- he and received the ikciainent, and repaired 

to the town^houfe, vtbere th^ infUrgen 
He confounded thcto hy^is prefence 5 !^ftched them into 
Tepentance hf a firm, but pathetic, addrefs y andy perfuading 
them to difperre, 'tranquiHity was inftantly reftored to the 
town, which the moment before had exhibited'^ fcene of 
confufion and Uproax. . 

This Calm, however, was of po lohg duration : the fedi- 
tion, which had been thus allayed by the fpiiit and eloquence 
of Hicon, being fomented by the ringleaders of the tumult, 
broke into open rebellion^ -many of the inhabitants re- 
nounced their allegiance th^e tzar, arid propofed to deliver 
the town into the hattds of tbe ^king of Tile prelate, 

however, not daunted by this change in their fentiment^ 
did not difcontinue his efforts to bring them back to their 
duty : his remonftrances and exhortations Were gradually 
attended with fuccefs ; many flocked to his palace, defiring 
his interceflion with their enraged fovereign ; and though 
the remainder of the infurgents blocked up all the avenues 
to the town, yet he contrived, at the periC of^his life, to fend 
information to the tzar. Being armed, by a comrhiffion from 
■Mofcow, with full authority, he, with a proper degree of 
vigour, yet without the effufion of blood, finally quelled the 
rebellion. To him was remitted the trial of the rebels, and 
the abfolute difpofal of life and death ; an office which he 
executed with as much judgement aS lenity. Only the le^er 
of the fecUtioH was pUniihed with deaths ten of his moft 

mutinous 
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s and a few 


pered t^ felreiitiy of juliee wifh the feelings of humanityr« ■ 

He e^i^ed the r^pedt of the inhabit^ts by the unwt^ 
Tied adiduity with whieh he th^. fun^jons of his 

afphiei^^opd ofiee; and omdliated their afie£Uon by a( 9 ;s 
of unboundec^chetity. V Dnring a dreadful famine he ap- 
propriated the revenues of his fee to the relief of the poor; 
he' Gonftru^ed alnas-houfes for widows, old men, and or- 
phans : ^he was the great patron of the indigent ; and the 
zealous protedor of the lower clafs of men againft the op- 
prefBons of the great* 

He was no lefs eonfpicuous in the vigilant difcharge of the 
high duties of his patriarehal office, to which be was ap- 
pointed in 1 6s a, only in the 39th year of his age. He 4 n- 
fiituted feminaries for the inftru6tion of prieils in the Greek 
and Latin languages ; he enriched the patriarchal library 
with many rare ecclefiafiical and claflical nianufcripts drawn 
from a convent at Mount Athros ; by a diligent revifalof 
the Holy Scriptures, and' a collation of the various editions 
of the Qld and New' Teftament, perceiving that many 
errors had crept into the printed copies of the Bible and 
Liturgy ufed for divine ^rvice ; he prevailed upon the tzar 
to fuoimon a general council of the Greek church at Mof- 
cow, in which he prefided. By his arguments, authority, 
and influence, it was determined that the mod: antient Scla- 
yonian verfion of the Bible was exa6l, and that the errors 
With which the later copies abounded fhould be corrected. 
He infpedted and fuperintended thepj'uiting of a new edi- 
tion of the Sclavonian Bibk, which w'as become fo rare as 

VoL. I. , T t ■ not 



his public offeQGe;^£emr 



^ TRAVELS 

WOK not to tie purcU^fed at any ptice. He i;ej^ 

JSI^ churches the pidlui:^ otf decea^ fierfc^ l^khk 
many of the RnCfanfi the moft Wind adtiWiW f he 
abolifhed a few ceremonks wMch hW caiMio a th#: 


fuperftitious eKcefs t in a iwird, hk iabenrs teikyjdJj^Ofe to 
the reformation of the chnfch* than the M 
his predeceflbt® inthe fKrtiiaiJchalii^^^"' ^ 

Nor did heiolWy didiii^Uh himkif in ;hift 


duties ; hnt fhewed himfelf im lefs qitahiSiilih^^h 
city. Notwithftwding the courfe of his ft^cs hitherlo< 
fdely confined to ecclefiafiical fubje^S) and ^e reciufenefs 
of his former life which feemed to have impeded the at- 
tainment of political knowledge, yet be was no fooner called 
to a public fiation, than his abilities ex{»hded in proportion 
^ the djjedts which they embraced became more numerous 
and impcartant t bis fagacity, Ihju-pened by continual appli- 
cafion^ ibon rendered him mafter of the mofi intricate affairs 


of government:; taught him to compri^end and difcrimi- 
nate a variety of the moft oppofite interefis ; and to adopt 
that decifiye line of condu^ which m^s the great and en- 
lightened fiatefman. Being confulmd by tbye tzar upon all 
occafions) became the foul of bis emmeils^; and 

guned the afcendancy in the ,c4binet by the fplendour of 
his reafoning, and by a vaft fuperiority of genius, ever fertile 
in expetUents, and prone to reconynend the moff vigorous 
andljnrited meafiires. ; j ■ 


♦ The infliience which Nicon, from the fcnat ^ cAt^ du czati roais il pr^tendait, 

fuperiority of his geniuf, obtained in the qufoi^ ne \|K)iUvait nl la gitj^rce ni Ifei 

tzar’s cpuncils, perhaps induced Voltaire, p^ix fqn confcntemcnt.” &Cv Riftt 
in his' erroneous account of this patriarch, de Pieite le Grand, p. 74, From Voitaiirc 
to^ deelaret that he *• vonlut clever fa the cof^Ier of the article of, Ruft% in 
chaire au^delTus du trAne ; non feulement the Univerfal Hiftoiy, has adopted this idlA^ 
^Mlufnrpait le droit de s’aiTeoir dans le aflertion* V* XXXVIIL p, Z40; 


I When 
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o S c o m? 

to*have attwned the higheft *iiim** 
mit of huqaan .grahdeur t0 whida a,fubje£t can arrive, he v.^^ 
fell' a viiftiin to popular difeontents, and to the cabals of a 
Qourt. kis fudden than his rife, muft be traced 

from t|\^e fidlbwing caufes. The removal of the painted 
images ieom the churches difgufted a large party among the 
Ruffians fupbrftitioufly addi^^ed to the adoration of their 
anceftbrs ; the correction of the errors in the Liturgy and 
Bib|e, the abolition of fome ceremonies, and the admiffion 
of a few others (introduced, perhaps, with too much haftej 
and without paying a due deference to the prejudices of his 
countrymen), occalioned a fchifm in the church ; many 
perfons averfe to aU innovations, and adhering to .the old 
tenets and ceremonjfes, formed a very conlicierable feCl under 
the appellation of Old BelieverSf and, riling in fevers parts, 
created much difturbance ,to the Rate, circumRances natu- 
rally imputed to Nicon by; his enemies : he attracted the 
hatred of an ignorant and dndolent clergy by the appoint- 
ment of Greek and Latin feminaries ; he raifed the envy 
and Jealoufy of the joime-rainifter and courtiers by his pre- 
dominance in the cabinet, and by the haughtinefs of his 
deportment; and by the kme means he offended the tza- 
rina and her father, who weje implacable in their refent- 
ment. 

AU thelb various parties.uniting in one great combination 
againlt him, Nicon hallenod his fall by a fupercilious de- 
meanour, which occafionaUy bordered upon arrogance, by 
trufiing folely for his fupport to the reCtitude of his conduCt 
and the favour of his fovereign ; and by difdaining to guard 
againft, what he confidered, as the petty intrigues of a court. 

^ T t a The 
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The only circuttiftiiili^'^^ 



tp com- 
ifJEiid'' 


I plete bis diigr^e Virii Ipfe i 
this was at _ 

nuations of Ket 

thenafelves' pt ^ 

the patii^li is faid tp h^e"’be^pfth^ jpi^ftdipal to 

excite the ' tzar’s dtfpleafdte ^jgainft^ h^^ fiiidiug 

hiithfelf excluded 1frdnfl^t^e |it€feHGe pf foyeijeig^ iacctif- 
tomed to cohruj^t him ufbft 
to hold the h^eft dfi^cs ih the Isifi^Pnj^^^ 
the coQfidehce'df liis mafferjiaftdhiflded-thd^^^^ 
lunti^y ahdiGaliph of Tiis^^^^atchal d^nityj Thfe m^filnre) 
cenfuri^ hy mapy' as batty and imprUdeht, and as highly 
expi^veof thaf^ridife vibich ttrphgly 
mvift yetbe efteelri^^rnanly and refoliae ; 
wlio condemn cabhotbut adRhii^l ft ttwy aho^i^^ 
palli^ion, if we ^nfid^ ^hai il inSn^ 
popular odhini was fittrig ag^^ jpoweifiil 

party had abfolutdyi;th6u|h e^d:uate^ his dif- 

gface; and that, as he fPrefaw hi§ 3 ^ 1 i; 
luntJtty abdication of biS di^pnbjr tdc^^ depditibri, 

chufing tp fettgh witb-fpirit wb^t be could niot 

retain without tncannefs ^ , ■ • 

This abdication took piace bii the a itt + df Jply, *658^ 
Only fix years atter he had be^ cheated 
he quitted that exalted ttatibn tvhb the fatpe Jie^nei^ of 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■'- •'■■•' ‘i" 

This id the ogiwon of Ma^cri^crg^,: ; 
who came to Mofcow fix yt^Ln after hii ab* y fim^abalicttaveraw 
dicatiop: “ After enumerating the csiufci 
** of his fall, he adds, Propter quae omnia *• fetifit** pi 87. ^ 

omnibus exo/iis, ct ad T}te lotfii 0* 8^^ 

cxpctitua patrociniuin uillum t ' 

■ ' 4 . ■ ' ' y 


^j^aolmuna 
la^lis ifi j[oiiffUm.^i8 
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qf ^ul,^itli which He wm j^rpaitte^l 

to .xetam fee tMe the fun<5hciris of his «. ' 

q||9^ of ^ovc^feli 

j|e feqfe. forVfe^ the con vent of |em- 

is lituatedj];^ 

fee ^110^1^, feirty miles^ the city of Mofcbw.[i^^ 

fes qfeiv^'at fee convent he, immefeatcly re-affufeefe^ h^^^ 
fefpnc^ Kclqfe way^^^ fee moft fegld 

morti^ahons. Hisjbermitage, which he ihhfeifefe lay about 
a’ .mile, from fee mbnaftery^ ,an4 ^ thm fefdfeecl by- ^n 
author Wihpyifited fee feo^ in of tfes 0n^' 

tury ; ’ “ A windfe that one man could 

‘‘ barfey ,paftj le^SitP the littje chapel of about a fathom^^^i 
the feuar^ in which the patriarch ufed to perfqrnr his 
‘VToiitary wprfej|Ji The room in which he iived was hot 
^ much larger ; in At hung, a: hfe ^4 irpn-rplate, wife a Crpife 
of brafs fixed tp a heavy chain, weighing above twemy 
pounds, all which.fee faid patriarfe wfee his.neck 
for twenty yearn tpgefeer. His bed was a feuare fepPs 
“ two ells in length, one. in breadth> over which 

“ was , ferea 4 , hpthing felhes. . Below 

“ jfethe; hfehpJiaihfe^lApfe fe which fee patriarch 

“ ullid fe fecfs ^ / 


J^hile we admi|;e thhfirmhefs with which he fiipportcd 
this.reyerffe of foi^ cannot without re|;ret obferve 

a feii felig|ite^d u^ fiibmittmg to 

feefe mbrtifpng penances, "which the raoft ignorant and 
feiii^itipus c^bite was up lefs capable of performing.: he 
white his Whole time in the performance 


*■ Jerij’i SlsUeof Raffi*, v. I. p. 140, 
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BiSOK of frivilous l^iit of his re- 

!lL-. tireiihent in eorapiUilf '1 xOgtil^ jferiei of RuJ^ii diinalifts 
from Neftor, the hiftori^ this coi^jdltrf , to the 
of Alexey MichaeidVitch. Hejp^ued thisjplBh with 
i the fame zeaf which had dilhngui^^ other ptir^its. 

He ebmpared and collated the nttmdi^ns manU^^^ 
after the" inoft diligent examination, he digefted the whole 
‘ collection in chronological ordet into a work, which is called 
fometimes, from its author, the Chronicle of Nicoh ; and 
fotnetimes, from the place where k waabeghn and depofited, 
'the Chronicle of the Convent of Jethfalein/ compi- 
;lation, the labour of twenty years, is juftly efteenaed, by the 
belt Rukian hiftorians, as a work of the greateft ufe and 
authority ; arid was conlidered by its vegerahle author of 
fuch importance to the Killory of his couhtry, that, in the 
triie fpirit of enthuliafm, he begins the performance by 
anathematizing all thole who fliOuld attempt to alter the 
niiftuteftexprefiion.' ^ ^ 

The innocent manner, however, in which he feepis to 
‘have pafied his time could not protect him from the further 
perfedutions of his enemies, who were apprehenlive, that 
while he retained the name of patriarch he ihight be rein- 
fiated in his former dignity. Repeated complaints were 
lodged againft him ; every ditturbance," cocafioned by the 
old believers, was made a matterof feripus acoufatidn ; not 
only his former conduCl was difcuiTed and arraigned, but 
new crimes were invented to render him killmorepbnpxmus. 
He was accufed of writing to the patriarch of Conftanti!- 
nople in a difrefpeCltful manner againfl: the tz^, of holding 
a treafonable correfpondence wkh the king of Pol^d, and 
of receiving bribes front the fame monarch. 

The 
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, The tzju'jCOQtiii^q^ly patari^rcU’? ea^emi^^rTw^ 

P^^Ued wpQn tp j)ro9q?|.i^ extrcmki^- 

agwft epavened, in 166% f 

^npial coupcU thp Greek and Ruffian clergy at Mofcow» 
aft)^ a:|^^ formally depofed Nicpn from 

t|ie potriarclaal fee,^^ him to a diRant convent. 

The principal caufe affigned for this depofition .was, that 
Nicpn^ having by his voluntary abdicatiop rapanly deferted' ; 
his flock, was unworthy to fill the patriarchal feat ; a fuffi- ^ 
cient proof that the other crimes were malicioufly imputed 
to him, circulated merely to prejudice the tzar, and to in- 
fluence the judges againft him : for if he had been 
found guilty of a treafonable correfpondence, that alone 
>vould have been a much better plea for his depofition and * 
imprifonment, than a trifling charge drawn from bis volun- - 
tary abdication. 

In conformity to his fehtence, Nipon was degraded to the 
condiilia of a common moiak, and imprifoned in the ctxt- 
vent of Therapont, in the government' of Biel^p^jero. His 
confiriement was for fonie time extremely .rigpr^s^becaufe, 
confcious of his own integrity, he perflfted in -a denial of 
guilt, and refufed to accept, a pardon for crimes which he 
had never cbmmitted. Upon the death of Alexby in 1676,' 
Feodor, probably at the inffigaticai of his prime-minifter 
]^ce G^itzih, the^p^^ friend of genius, : permitted’ 

hiiroh to remove to the convent of St. Cyril, in the fame 
government, where he enjoyed the moft perfedt liberty. 

Mcpn furvived his (Jepofition fifteen years. In. 1 681 
he rc^nb^ted anf obtained p return to the con- 

vent of Jefufaieni, that he.rnight end his days in that fa- 
vourite fpot; but he #pire 3 road, near Yaroflaf^ 



BOOK in the 66th y^at of his age/ rothhMs ^ 

-Jf-l-i fo that convent, atid bt^ the 'ceteiidMtt]|^ u&d at 

the interment of patriltrchs*. - ' ^ ^ ; : 4 ‘ ,‘ : ' , 

* For the Hiftoiy of N^ic&n^ I havel^}- a iccpuat oif great 

lowed Muller in his tfad^ von No* - hotd injHfelf iadslHied 

vogorod in S. R. G, YqU for a.ftir »j8^ d^ RoffiaiV*!^ 

L’Evcfquc htlidfa^n frdm fhii to p. fqVto 394 r a^ 4x7 to 4^0*' 
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C H A P. 

IRiilIisi — Commencement af 

the conneSiion between the courts 0 / London and Mofcow. 
•^Correfpondence between queen Elizabeth and the 
Ivan Viflllievitch II. — His demand of the lady Anne 
'Haftings in marriage. — Account of that negotiation , — ^ 

Other difpdtches. — A letter from the emperor Maximilian I. 
to Vaflili Ivanovitch. — Rife of the title of tzar. — Negoti- 
ation between VotQT the Great and the European courts 
' relative to the title of emperor.— ^Univerjity. — 'Syllabus of 
the leBures.' — Account of Matthsei’s Catalogue of the 
Greek manufcripts in the library of the Holy Synod.— 

/o Geres attributed ro llomer, ^c. &*c, 

M r. Muller obligingly accompanied us to the place in chap, 
the Khitaigorod, where the public archieves are de- . , 

pofited ; which is a ftrong brick building, containing feveral 
vaulted apartments with iron floors. Thefe archives, confift- 
ing of a numerous colleiSlion ef ftate-pajjers, were crouded 
into boxes, and thrown aiide like cothmon lumber, until 
the prefent etnprefs ordered them to be revifed and ar- 
ranged. In conformity to this mandate, Mr. Muller has dif* 
pofed them in chronological order with fuch perfect regu- 
larity, that any lingle doc^itnent may be infpe£ted with little 
trouble. They are enclofed in feparate cabinets with glafs 
doork;? thofe relative to Ruffia are all clafled according to the 
•feveral provirK:e8 which they concern; and over each cabinet 
VdL. i. ' U u ' is 



^ T R A V E L t # S S 1 A, 

iddR is infcribed the n’a^ 'df the pirovihcse #15 ap|^^ 

priated. In the Mh ihsbn^ the manulcrij^'^riaative to 
foreign kingdotiis are placed ih lepaiite^^d the 

rel^i^ive titlc^ bf Poland, ' Svi^ehf Sn^Iandy ^iih^ Oei> 
many, 8cc. The papers which concern^ my nad^ve 'cdtin- 
try firit eh^l^m^ jiftt^tion; Ifhee^ cprmij^d^nce 
between the ifovereighs of En^^l^d^and Ruffir 
about the middle of the f 6th dehturyj foon afti^’ the difcovery 
of Archangel, and chiefly relates to the pehniffion of tnafc 
punted exclufivdy to the Ehglifli comply of merchants 
fehiled in this country. The fir^ record is ^ Oxiginal letter 
of Philip and Mary to Ivan Vaflilievitch I!, acknowledging 
the receipt of a idiipatch tranfmitted to England by his em- 
baflador Ofef Nipheaj and returning thanks for the liberty 
of opening a free tfade throughout the Ruffian dominions. 
The charter of privileges granted by the fame tzar to the 
Englilh metthsmts, and the nhmer^S letters which he re- 
ceived flomi Elizal^h are '^1 preferred/ ihShis^^ c^^ ; 

iwiid are for the mofl; part printed in Haciitoyt*s Voyages ; 
I bbferyed one, bbwcyerVhot to be found in that work ; it is 
dated toe i 8th Of ^ay, ' i' 57 o,’ and Elizabeth,^^^^^'a^ other 
exp^ffibhl^offriendfliii^ offers to Ivati Vaflilievitch, in cafe 
he ihbuld be compelled by an Jnftirreeiibh to ^uit his coun- 
try, an afylum for himf^ and family flf E 
letter was' iigned by EUzfabeth ia the prefeiiee'bf heir febret 
council : amohgft the flgnatufes i hotidsd the flii^es of fia^ 
Con, Leyceftef," and ^ Cecil. ■ ' 

As fome hiflortans have ailbrtld' th^t the tzar Is^ Vafll- 
lleyitch 11. ouried his ^rfonal refpl^^ tor bueCn j^izabeth 
to far as to be ode of fmtors, whde'Ganaden ohl^^^^^^ 
thin he propotod tomarry lady Anne Haihngsi^ dat%h^ Of 
the earl of Huntingdon, my Curioflty led me to jnake in- 
quiries 



M O S C O W. ,1 


33 * 


into tjbiis tr^a<^on. , With refp!^ to any treaty, of c^ap. 
marriige tietween iho tzar^ an4/|:i^abeth, the arclii^yes are 
enth^y iilent f but iri regard to intended erpoufal 
lady ^nrniihed me with the follow^ 

The ^ lunt of beenfuggeftyd 

by Pr, Rofert Jaeoh a phyfid^, whom Elizabeth in 15811 
at the tzar’s defire^ fent to Mofcow. Pr. Jacob, not unac- 
quainted with the fickleneia of Ivan in his amours, and 1^ 
4efire of oontra<StiDg an alliance with a foreign princefs, ex- 
tolled, in ^e molt extravagant terms, the beauty, acoo^- 
pliihments, and rank of lady Anne Haftings, and a^ually in- 
fpired the tzar with a flirong inclination to erpoufe her, al- 
though he had jud* married his fifth wife Maria Feoderofna* 

Dr. Jacob reprefented this lady as a niece of the queep, and 
daughter of an independent prince; both, winch dreum- 
llances being falfe fufficiently feera to prove that he a<aed 
fVom his own fuggedions, without the leaf): authority from 
Elizabeth. . The tzar, fired by . his defeription, difpatdied 
Gregory JpirfemfitQi, a Ruffian nohletti^ of the firft dif- 
tin< 5 tion, to England, to niake a. formal demand of the lady 
for his wife; according, tn his inftrudions, he was ordered, 
after a conference witli^ ,ffi^ fiueen, to procure ap interview 
with the Jady,pblain her portrai himfelf of tire 

- rank and Atuation ofih^^ famhy f he was . then to^requeft 
that an Englifh emhaffiadon might return wh^ him to ^of* 
cow, with fuli powers to adjuft the conditionapf tbc marri- 
ages^ If ian olie^lion fhpuld be railed, that Ivan already 
ma|ri(^ he fhould anfwcr, that the tzar, havingqfpoitfed, a 
was at Ubeixy j^iyorcc her ; and if it yras afked, 

W|^tf pi|oyihqni n|ade for. the children by lady 

■ V r.; c-.S-rj.... U.JU 2 ' r. ■ Anne 



rjs. Ay, Av 


uAdQtibt«dly4^^^ 4iie t^ 

London, had^^ft ol 

who liad Jnft ifceovea?^ tho 


poilf ak, and 

an Eiiglij(l;i ei^^flade^ ? fPM latterii; 

M»^ -a j«i^n .©f> a 5;»pl0ciooS\;:dir|^ i-ft his 
Ai^ridiw greatly ofiend^sthetaarl^ids^disdam 4 ^^ 


ai^ mcH^ l»rHii^Va to give 

ariinal'alSbnt tn^einarrlage^hutohly^osecieive ain^ 
pUdt and tranfinit It fo the ^ueen. i I'he tzar, little 
acGnftc^pd !tp trrook' 4elayi ded^edy that^^ obUacle 
'*': Ihtmld i^re'tient h|m from marrying fome kinfwoman of- 
her ro^efty that he Ihnuld’tlend agatn^ m^ to 

‘‘.have one of thena Jo tadding,^ raa- 

“ jetty would not, upon his next embatty^ him fuch an* 
‘^one as he defired; ‘hirnielf woittd then vgb into England^ 
‘t and carry hk titafure ‘With him» of them 

-there* Sh 'JetorBe Bowes, pmbably in conformity to his- 
inftra<ttipn% threw eveFy ©bftacle in the way of the marri- 
^e : inftead of fpeafeing handlpmely dfilady ifeft 
tioned her pei^n with Indifference, and dem 
any -relation to the-^ueen*; aiiding, widi fome^^rkssof con-^ 
tempt, i that his miftrels had Aick nkeek^^t ^ 

means the affair was fufpended, ; and the negotiation was- 
finally terminated by the death of the tzar in'the hegnintpg 
pf the following year. ' ^ ; , , ■ ii..; 

if he correfpOBdencehetween.4he Ruffian and EngliiO^^io^ -< 
verejlgns, begun in the -reign of -I vmi, ; appea)fs, ; frpih ithhle 
5 . ‘ ^ archives, 
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weans, tp^b^ 

i^p courts was fo iirrolf^ 

biiifeed, tb^^ (^ of iropps^ under colonei 

§an(fcrfpa^^i^|t^/affi^aB^^o^ MichaeltFeodjjrovitch, agaibft' 
JLadiflapS'l^^i^rPplfnd ; and Alpx^y Micbaelovitcb occa»> 
lionally: IpiWbed^^ period of his greatefl: 

diftrefs, wij^b fpooney apd «onu , The laft. letter from pur 
ipifortunateTovereign-to ^4 is dated Ifle of Wight, June 
\|i, i 64§, and was written during his confinemwitin Caris- 
.bpaokiCaftle. l ohi^ed one from Charles U. to the fame 
tear, announcing the execution of his father ;, it is dated* 
September the j 6th,, 1.649, andv was brought to Mofeow by 
LordCulpeppeE.-:j,^r^.^ ■■ ■«> : 

During the ufurpation of Gforawell, Alexey .maintained 
a conrtant correfpondence with the exiled CharleSi,- He was^ 
accuftomed to declare, that all raonarchs ought to efteem th® ^ 
caufe of Charles li as their own ; and ftiould not, by coun.* 
tenancing. an lifurper,, encourage fubjedts to rebel againft 
their king, In conformity to thefe fentiments he refufed, ^ 
for a, time to hold ai^y intercourfe, with , the prptedtor;; 
and thefe archives contain no letters between proniweU >and 

;The.,r.eftorat}on of.d^ the friendly bar* 

naony between ^h#^wo opurts^^;^^^ and as from this interval the" 
dUpatchesi.reoeh^ed from* jEngland were fo numerous, that 
it would have required feveral days^^to have examined the^h* 
with any degree of attention ; I was compelled to retire ’ 
without halving ;fui^^^ my curiofityv Thefe 

' * I fay a tim j ' i^r. althovii^), if 1 the proteftor, and had once ' ainfented 

WtMa to receive bis eniba&dora it Mofeow. Thii 
aO;sj8jte^hcf between the tzar and Crom^ wiUfuiJy in o*> tlieRifc 

weil^’^t it'-|*.,certiin^ ’thai.iftif'ipiVeti^e ' and Progreis ot the Eiigiiflt Trado.to RuiSs ■ 
Alexey maintained a correiponJence with jn the next yoUime. - 

■ ■' ' papers^. 



-papers'*, ' ' s®-' ; ■ feri^'''"‘bf 

.»the alliances, 'cid^kn^on, Gd^ 

between Ruifia ^4^jik^n’d;|^d6ai^ ^i^t^anrig i 

irery inteiieft^’'|tiblfdkidtt^^'ii j^^'itt'chrdi 

nological (eS^w, •' arid mterip^ed bii^jl^il'^ bbrerva- 
tions."' '■’''' 

I had fclta^y tiihe to take bf thb hdniteibus ft'atSe- 

papers which relate to thb othir lur^kn but the 

keeper of the 'aithiVes did not ohiif |ioiHBdg'^^b^^^ me one 
document of gteart impbhance in the ; I al* 

liide tb' the fainotis letter, written ih thb +i 

ffbm Maximilian I. eih'perbf of jSerihaiiyy to Vaffili Ivano- 
^tch^ cbhfifrhing a treaty of alliattbe ofEldiiVe and defenfive 
agaihflf Sig^fmond ki%'6f Poland. ^e dilpatcby which is 
dated Augift the 1 5 1 4, and is ratified with the feal of 

the golden-bull, is remarkable becaufe Maxiihifian .addrefies 
Vaffili by cjdling hith’JP^^ Hetrfchli* allef RufTen ; 
Empef^or and ruler of all the Rullias.'^ This lbedylsrhk^^^ was 
dilbovcred by baron Shavirbf in ’the Srchi^eS about the be- 
ginhifig of this century, ^ faid to liaVd*firfl: f^gefted to 
i*ctct the idea bf Warning thb’ appeUatidh of ifepefor, and 
Of 'fbrthaily ddnbahding th»t R'^o^d hever^^^ omitted by 
the Euit^h cbufRr^^^^ The derhl&id^ve fife to Various he- 
^tiatidhs, add dc^bhed'a cufidi^ <idfiibi^^kflibn|(;^t^ 
learned, ’ cohcerhing th# fife and progi^S’^^^t^ 'tides ' by 


* Theie [Mpers ,ttp|Mared eurtmtt, to 
that (bon after my arrival at Peteriburghri difplaying to the |Hiblic^ po* 

kihiahiedy by the^kin4 httei^^ litHmiriiimmatipiu ; i ? ^ & r 

Harrift, count Pania f TRie reader wiQ ilod a idpy Maf fhc 

tO’t^VO them copied* A But tiie demands of original Oiermaa iUv W 
the?cop^il being grehtfy difprdj^timiate RuTdimdg Lp. $ and a fatchf#l|ni«^ 
to my financea, 1 was unwilliiigly p^lged ibtian in FanyV Btdto ol RulEa 
|o relmq'iidi wy defign ; and i muii leave i%. i: i v o; ':i r . , - 

-lb Frim 



From theiir refearch^ it appeared %at Ibe fov^gos 
of-Ruflla w<^9 |^e^?^u]|:^y and ^at VaiQlU Ivanonte 

wu probati|,the fird tzar, an expreffipa. 

which, in t^.Sj^aypniap l^guage, fignifies ^ng ; and that 
his fucce^ra ppntinu^ to hear within their own dominions 
that title as the moft honourable appellation, until Peter the 
Great hrll took that oi PoveHtelt or emperor. It is neverthe* 
lefs as certain, Uiat the foreign courts f in their intercourfe 
with that of Mofix>w, jft^ed thg foyereigns indifcriminately 
^eat-duke, tzar, and emperor With refpe^ to England 
in particular, we know for certain, that, in GhanoeUofs Ac- 
count of Rudia, fo early as the middle of the fifteenth cen*- 
tury, Ivan VaRilievitch II. is called lord and empenr of aR 
Ruldia ; and in the*£ngli(h difpatches^ from the reign of 
Elizabeth to that of Annei he is generally addrefled under 
the fame appellation. We may at the fame time re» 
mark, that when the European powers ftyled the tzar 
emperor of Mufcovy, they by no means intended to give him 
a title limUar to that which was peculiar to the emperor of 
Germany ; but they beftowed upon him that appellation as 
upon an Afiadc fovereign, in the fame manner as we now fay 
the emperors of China and japan. When Peter, therefore, 
determined to alTume the titlejof emperor, he found no diffi- 
culty in proving tjbat it had been confirmed upon his prede- 
ceffi)fs by moft of the Eur^an powers ; yet, when he was 

• Ti»e appdlationof tzar was not talcen^ ed with the titles fiern by thefe two fove- 
as fome authors fuppofe, from the Tartars, reigns. Other authors fappofe that hU foil 
when Ivaii cohqueretl Cafad, for the pfince Ivan was the firft who alTuiiied the titte of 
of Cafan wat called Khan. ^ 

f This is aflcrted upon the pofeive tefti- J Acaording to Mayerberg, the title of 

monjr of ^rteriliei% aud bis authority it Alex^ Michaelovitch prefixed to his Code 
un^eftionable^ M as he was twice of Laws, was “ Tzar^ et Magnus Dux, 

embafikdpr to the firft ctiiie to «« totius Ruffise Autiocator.’^ Iter in Uof. 

Vaffiinvanonfich, and afterwards to Ivan p. ix^v 
Vaffiiicvitch lithe muH bare been acquaioN 

•7 defirous 



dftllrous of it wjfe 

■ ^,cohfi{leil6id ''4s an* mii^ wai potfc^le of more 

ne^iations thah\Wttl^ h^^^eii-‘flf*qtiifttc;^loftjfc,teH^ 
nation Of tb'ei/tHOff imjjoTtsmtittatera^^,;^ ' A delays 

and obje<ftidifs,*fhe J)riricipfar couHs 'OT'Eufojpe cOnfented, 
.about the year i'i 2 af, ta^addrefS' ttie fd^ei^ of Rulfia with 
the title of emperor^ j^rejudide;; he?eithe^^^ to the’ 

other crowned heads of Ihird^e^;/ ' v ; , - ■ .•, * 

'■■■ ' ■• '■■; . ■ -*■ ’■■'■•■' '■■'■'■ Tliefc 


.■'■■■ '■) 


•* Mapy authors hayc «rrpncoiifly ad- a, iVglr4,^r un 

^vanccd, that the Englifh .erabafladpr l^rd W tirades regillr^s de 

Whkt?frdrth j (bon after the bauk^of Fhl* ^ iog ^alphiveii Jiour luy 4 tre conamVmi- 
itaya, gave, by order of ^]ueeTi Anne, the, j“ (jae.- Les ;jtouH|[lr^8’Mofcovi 
title of emperor ill \t{ il^dpean Jenfe toPe-* nullemerit J&ndez en ce qiVils aUeguent 

tclf the But the fbUowiii^^xtf^s, que ce titreV £te aceordc aii czar comme 

Jii a dilpatch of iprd C^rtpret to Sir Luke une partic de Ja fatiafa^jou dans I’affaire 
Schaube, the Angtirti at Paris, “ de Majtueof, li eft cPnllant 'que I’ori ne 
•which fell upder ipy obfervation# ^ncc JL, alors ai|c«n chafngemept ^ ^.ttc occa- 
had fihiftied the Recount in tho-pontext, fipnJ^. 

will ftflly^cbhtra<!i^ thife ’afterriohs! j ^sfrid . >‘ 'En cxapiinaiiti^ |Hk, dut ies roys de 

are here infenpd^ .^caufe they jvti} help to. A* ia/ Grande Brota^^ fe^^ fervis, ea . 
throw further light upon this fiibjcit. The cenvant auk czars de Slpfcovie, op eft v 
umthti:prpvittcefl: 4 ndthc kingof^FplEa had ** irchiibnte la reine Eliza-- 

already, in 171 1, acknowledged. Peer’s right beth.^ Oii trodY»;qu Icpr. a. tpAjours 
•to the title Pf emperor but the courts of icrit eh A'ngWis^ Pt qhe cettc prlhceffc. 
Lppdpn, and Pftrir withheld their eonfeoL* Ah* -1559^' Se iervoit dii * AHe ^e^ptr^ur et 
during, the lifigptiat ion .pending between *. 

thdie di/patobes An* 1^16; Le roy Jaques 1. de celuy 

pafledfbetween IpW fcefetary of y / ; 'p&our et de nMjtJly. 

ftate, "the "cardinal DuHciis, artcf Sir Luke 1633,. Le rpy Charles I. 

SchauheiftEr^Iifti ih Killers t i» 6 l 4 hv Le Chatfe 'IL ■- 

Le cardinal,” writes lord' Carteret, in 1687. Jaqueis IJ. , et Guillaurac IIIv d« 

one of his difpatches • to Sir L^ke.,' da'tdd '' ^ cehiy d'in^^jimr di d' imperial ma» 

Jan. 1721-1, cToit qp- on pourrpk ac- jify,, "-t 

cordcr le tit'rc de /iww/Jer-tfiirr au czar, de' ' iyoj';. La reinC Ailtic sVft fervie du 
manitre qUe ks frfflfe&t - • -itile , et ^imperml ma* 

point prejudices/' ♦ " % tj^oy,' cf abrs ' 

“ Le Roy [George L] a trouye la repohfe- ' * , . . coiflmeo^a* ^ com^ 

tr^E liage, que le carcHftat^ feke ^ux rhi- V ' 

niftrefr du czar touchaiit: la domandc du An. ifs^PEn - 1 706 Ip ; jtj^ j uilfe t et le 1 9 * 
**r titie ^^^pffrur^ Nous^ agifoos de con- ‘ **' ' ' S^ptembrp^iH|fe^ 

•** cert, avec ion emiFM^nai^dans cotteaffakc. • = fnajejtp j ^ 9 

Et pour luy donner Ics ectaircifteraetJta 5*t - ; " la ;ihem4 Honeev<*;j^^ 

qtiVlIe foLihaifte, toiichlnt Ce qui s’eft 

•^j^afte entrf la Grande lirecagne et ic czar 1711. En^pevcMr ^% impcrialin»^ 




Icp^^b^g; Ift 
^ ; Me' :4e; l^toto' de bi!jtlff(^.«tlDn 

JCw, jlfw ;ad trfci 

fimplein«iit. 
::‘Voicy le^titre tnticr^ : y 
. To thc moft bi:gh/m<>{t potent^ 

; and itibftf UlulfiiAtta^ybiir , moft^ 
dear 

. C2ar, and great Peter 

Alexejcwita, of alf the ©reatbr^ 
Ufler,'a Rudra, Self, 

yphoitter of lii\ifcovia, Kiovia, 
Noe^ogardia, czar 
‘. '^Cii Cazap,j;>^er > of Adrachin,. . 
caar'of S®e% 

^nd^grba^ 4 tifce;:of Smblenfto, 
.^Tiieria, lJgoi^> Pcrmia, "Viat- 
/kya, Bolgatia; and other<- lord ' 
apd grc|t-dukp of Novogardia, ^ 
and of ^e Lower Countries of / 
CiJcfhbgbiifkyj Rc&e^ 
vciky, Yeroflare, Cetporzerlky* 

lJdor#,':ybdpr%^^phd^ 

#and <^^11 tfe Jiorth^^ 
Coafls, lord of the Lands of * 

-lyerfltyv' Cartas#/: 
zcniky, czar of the Lauda of . 
Caberdinll^^^:yzereafl^^,^;;-|bd ■■^' 
ydukeof the Slountains^ahd- of ■ 
many otherDbminiomahdCdhn - 
trie#. .. Eaft^ Wt^ 1^,. 


^ cc pipe ^ !imme|(iw 

A ‘ jugbra cpDvenable^ par rapp^ft 
au nou^au titfi cjuc Ic czar dcf- 
^ , *t*^dc, cf un parfait concert d 

: f^re clpeter k‘ ce ptiticO %fiie 
' telle complaifance pour iervir % 
4 gagner,'ct i ftous faird taer 
V ' vfruits de ion atnbitioni jail* 
.V: JO, •1721^2. ';. ■' - 

Andm a difpatch to Sir Luke Schaube. 
hfc thus expreffes liitnlclf ; 

La costume icy a tbAjours it 6 
d*bcrire eux czars de Mofeovie 
fur du vcHn cnluminb pcint ct 
' dore, comme on fait aiix erbpe- 
reurs de Maroc et Fez, ct 4 
. plufienrs aiitrcs princes non^. 

\ ’Europcens, Jefqucis felon cette 

coftiunTeferoient ^galnncnt f^n* 
dez d’inijfter fur le titred^eni- 
,! ^ percuf. On n^a jamais vbhlii 

; . • ' V changer Fufage Stably, quoique, 

■ ' V ^/es Mofcovites Payent fort foli- 
J;. ; ' citb durant PambafTade de my 
. ^^ord worth 4 Mofeow* ,, Ce 

7 'mlniifrc sVjfcufa tobjpurs d*en 

faire la proj>ofitjon* II Icur dit, 

: - ^d jcuijdonnerortlctitrc, fans 

bfabli; 

feilioit phs dilm^uqr cette 
tiene, ni de s*bclaircir tmp foi^ 






, ncpfcmcot 
*»'*^'*db|riw£ ’c 


irtca. 

ther, IXcti , L 


^ _ qiVsrorv 

Lord i^rtepet ln 

. fiuhbjs^' ’SrriteB '"' ■ 

- Papers, in 'the rare and ample 

. cotkehan »£ tne em or Hardwie^^ ai nobliiiWn ns Hinmani/Ki /i 


linleur 
Ke jfMoicOr'* 
: / ^ vjtSs criirent fon avis bon pouf 
. Jor^f, ^wnd .nij^ Iprd' Whit- 
worth, et Mr. I’amital I^orris 
’ ffirent chafgez d’lme commiflion 

ift' .'v^f^e'z 'tfu'tzto; ji "jffifter&S'* 

ill n’ebrent tjue deV'Iettres de 
4 toit .v,i(u 

^ wa75^f| le$ minm^ cn 

firent d'ahord quelque fcrupulc, 
mais n’y infifterent pas. 


■^cblfcffibiu 

-'libeAl cothe 

YWi. I.* 


j, , a, noblesiBn a* dilUnguiihtd for the extent, at the 
l^flWledgeV - 

.X'X'f' nals,^ 
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nalS) notes, 0$^ 

* with bis OMr!)' 
fatlgable j^ai^Vitb w^ch 




lei^) ;and afibrd 


' ; -.f 


able light luion the twnl’e^op5;of; I»el*p,«i^,^i^^ 
rikingifittan^^ *■( 

■ ■ ^■■‘ . ''■fir ,. '■"■/■ '..'■/ .' -•'v'' ■• •'■r A-' ■ ■ . « ' ^* . • *v ’ .•><'■ r 

',,-'‘''>''y ...r. • ■ ?t- ■;.--'>: 5\''-3 ^.t<,. ^ j * ./<v 


Rnldngfn 


■ ■‘ .’-fir .. 


From the afthives we itpstaed to the umyerfi alio 
fito^ed in the 

of count ShuValof, b^ the linjlrefs Eli2^befh, for )fi}c hmj» 
dretf lta^% WhO‘ai«,clothei fbpi^^.apd|i^ 

the experice of the crown. ^ W were received, with gr^t 
civility, by the dii^of;^-^imlverfi^y 
conducted us fii^ to (lie yrintihg^SI^ 


- 3HT,{ 


■{K'iC ]ian pftdng ii«|xjitok^ 



qf^'W { 


-jo' 


, find a complimentary addled topurfelvra in the’EngfiJh and 
i nKfe 


»1 

d'MOHHI.OJiOol- ' ^' ■■ 

.fMHoaci uimm^a^x m& 

-oK itirrMioTRjjf ^WtJf : #1 
.KtiOl 8t^l . HHh-lil 


w- 

pm^" 
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5-'f'i'"'' '■ fj:, 

||i^ 9 ^£|^di]h^^ the Ruflian print ore-* 
fenced: to the Right hondut^ble LORD 
^HERBERT on His Travels thro* Ru.iIta,'acconipany*d 
by Captain Fi^d &. op thdr honipuring 

the Imi^rial tJni^erfity of Mofco with a friendly vifit 
this * I Day ef ^ptember 1 7 7 8- 


■■ ^ ‘n‘, 


^c, -h).' 









^ k 


le miie'Heniie ir^riiM" P#qpiifei^'%04He- 

■ "■* '‘i' '■ ^ •^ 7 *; ^ . ,. 

jioP 4 y 

^r^PBEPTy poc- 

fiK) c> I^nHraaniS^ 04pM0tM 4; n rociiQ4|[HOMB 

*^or4a y40«^ 

HMic^aittppciLiii Mo- 
CeHiiwBpJa i.4Ha 1778 ro4a. 


: ^yeitpBC 


tv;-, . >\i 


>^as* 
'X X' S 


We 


T R A V f t 4 




HI. 


We next prioeeed^ 
tains a fmall collection of b<^ and a 
of experiment^ phUofophy.'''-\¥-' ' ■ 'ir; 

Upon t;&ing leave Of the director, he pblij^i^fy 
me with a Tartar Grammar-^ which lan|;«age : fe'\eihgbt %; 
this fodetyi a Syllabus of a yesff^s-lOfibMjesf 
of the Greek Manuferipta in the the Holy Sytiodf? 

The following extraCt from thi Syllabus * will difplay t<> 
the reader the general flthdies, and% ttfed 

in this univerfity for theinftruCtion of the iludehts. 

1. A courfe of lectures on the Hiftory of theRUflia'n Law^ 
on Nettelbadianus, mimrfa JUriJpri»d^ntia^ on 

the Jus Cambiale \ eight hours in the week; a. On Cicero’s 
Orations againft Catiline, the fixth book of VirgU’S: 
Eneid, plays of Plautus and Terence, inftruCtions on the 
mariner of writihg Latin ^and Ruffian verfes from the ex- 
amples of Lom^fqf and Horace; Ifnexpofitiop^ the pa- 
negyric^ orations of Lptfionofof; together with tranflations- 
arid exercifes in Latin and Ruffian profe t eight hours in the 
week. 3. On arithmetic, trigonometry, and optics, from 
Weidier’s b^tbematicce InJlitutiones\ experimental phir 
fofophy fpE^frlCruger’s GOmj)endium*^ 4. On. ancient and 
modern hiMify.;^ ^. IrttroduCHon^to knowledge of mo*- 
ral phildfojffiy," IforiiBielfield’s 6. On clinic MOr 

djcine^.pfd^^^^^ by ^antipnt an4;moc!e>n 

cians, from Vogel’s Compendium. 7. On the pandects from 
the comperiffiiina of HeinecciUSj^^d 'a eriimpar^ 
the Roman imd;^Ruffian law t 'e^t Jicmrs 
pfofdSbr DefaitfRy, ^dP^!tiads‘tiii^iil#6rf^hes^a^ 


* It is entitled “ Catalogiis pfseleftiontjm puWicarom liD Mof^ 

“ q««nfi habendafum*’’ 

' ■•■ 3 - ■ ; ■ v '- 
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language by*^him{^lf : chap. 

j^r.hours-in ihe wheels** ^ 8;. X^ogic and metaphylics fr^m > “ 

lo^c, cigHt^b^ in the week ; and four hours 
|idinet«y^a 0 itjtiigQi}om§t®y 9. On phyfic, 

»nder Jth4i^lpwiHg ethology, diatetics, and thef^-. 
peutits^lK^ l^ldwigfs .10. On Botany, after 

the fyileni. .of> Linnsus. ijt, Anatomy from Ludwig,. 

12. the etymoldgy, ftyle of the flench 

tongue :> eight hoors in the w0ek..;, 13, Etymology, fyntax,* 
and ftyle of the German. ■ 

Befide the univerfity, there are two gymnafia, or femina- 
ries, for the education of youth, endowed alfo by Elizabeth, . 
in whioh are taught divinity, claiEcs, philofophy, the Greek, . 

Latiiiy RuiSan,. German, French, Italian, and Tartar lan*r 
guages; hiftory, geography, mathematics, architedlure, for*- 
tification, artillery, algebra, drawing and painting, mufic,, 

' fencing, dancing, reading and writing. There arc twenty- 
three profeffors : amorigft thefe, the Syllabus informed me, 
that Mr. Alexief teaches divinity two hours in the week.. 


Mr. Matthaji, piOfeflbr and redtor of both feminarics, explains 
fome of Cicero’s Orations, aivl fele£l Epiftles, Lil)unius’s Let- 
ters, Ernedi-s oratoricr 4 l i|liays, Xenophon's Amb0Sy teaches 
the Roman antiquities from Barman’s compendium, and 
contjnVies his iifual Latin- esercifes upon oratory. Mr. Sin- - 
kovlki, every morning fisom feven to nine, treaty ,pf , the 
printSples of rhetorici '‘particularly concerning the Pmodo- 
%%both. a^ to thfiscy :anj^.pfa<5hcej from Biirgm'sMemnta • 
i^atona'i explains Geef-w’s Commentaries and Judin ; em- 
qdoy^his trandations, and in 

tije etymology and fyntax of the Crock tongue : reads Plu- 
tarch nTVX'lf f huie to twelve on xMondays,., 

_ < Wednefdays,,, 





TR A N 




mt A, 



iobK vVedn^fSay$/aba'§attircla^#p 
t neiJts mytholo^ 'jWitii 

and under.lilfjrarfatir^^ ^e ' 
week, conanl^fS 

tranilatibn} ■fof tKb b^iillSt w ■ ii 

with tlie liahnltdti^ie. " Mr. ■ 
rhetoric frbto the coba|^l^^ 
and praftice. I^r.- Hdlberlpf exp]piis'C3bun«^T^ 
to a youri^priiicef. '- ■ - ’i ^ v--:: 

The account of the Gi4ek 

the iHoly Syriofl at MofCow,^pf^erite^^^^^^ by the diffeftOf, 
bore the foUbwih^^i'e : ** iidtitia Ma^furipmum 

“ Xjraecorum Wlktbe^^m 

*'■ .JLcckftat ortb^axae ^idfm afiecthikt 

“ tabuHs anei^etW^ta^l^jMIti^bihl- eSM^ 

** Frederkus MdHhdef^^ymnaJkiiitiM’ t^^ 

<* ReBbr. Msf^uasy typis Vn^0^dikf' Jl»nd^i'jf6? h>lio. 
The author is Chrid&n F'r^erifc|^^Mh^el^■^ leaf bed German, 
who was educated at LeipfiC'underWe celebfatedErnefti, and 
beihg draii^hto Mofcpiy by^^^ Ubfetelfty of the eraprefs, •’Was 

appointed a profeffor<^ th1s dhivWiity. So6^ after his-^ii*^! 
in this city, he tdilid his firft at^^Oh #the ftafteiO^ 
learning in this oOUfttry r abd Mbg ihfisiih ' 

hrary of the Hoi / Synod 

ledion of Gi^ek mahh'fclPipf^’:thl|^ea®ii^|^^lfi^:i^^ 

, , at the faggeftion (^ •th^: 


* IU,prccipue, qui lingtw'Latlaie. fuiit: ; t fii* prelint «£ Si^llieft 
■* 5 gfta^ 1 f'W^aa;^Vu 4 ia,acade^p^ 4 l 9 ;lj^l^!«»^ 
tote ultcrius profcqui poiTunt* 
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fee chap. 

' .‘liijpuilpts, pWiS^ 

ife^l ')p.f!t^ifee .(fer^fe; was ex-- 
v|Pl|tfea^, w 4ifp^aye4, h 

ex'jwiicje.-. the,/publV 

, fe^n ^ , mQi:(¥, nfiye plw. - 

A^!ppjD 4 in|]if^f^^^ e^^r. gaye to the/public 

this firft part of tfeepecforinance, in whicfefee has laid down- 
sjipqft fifty-one ipanu-* 

fisriptsivaccoiaapa^ed^^y^^^^ judicious remarks and cri’- 

ficaltpc^rifH 'fe^^fif^ ftpon which each 

manufcript is^yyiittep ; ^fee^entions tfee number of pages, the 
ageifibe th« /oilPaje^jpofll^pf^ ; .the contents, the firft 

illjfi Th^ publh 

lotion ^difierent intery^s until he has finhl^d the account. 

But as it' wou^, require many years thus minutely to detail. 

defcribe afe j^emanufcriptSy who^ermimber amounts to 
5oi ; ; the learned author ^^fe the mean while, favoured 

theipublick urith a complete^oatalogue, in alefs circumftan- 
tial manneiv tinder the fi)lfe»wing title : “ index codkum 
Gra^cprum Bibliothcarum Mofquenfmm - 
ii* Jap^JJitm/B S^nodi ecck^ ortbodaxae Graco^Rufftcae : cdidit 
^Xibt^imusifridgfic^ Petropodf typis Acadentiae 

'fio' this index is prefixed a yei y 

iad^fl^t^ ^tP4'®9*Pprehenfive .introdu(ftion ; in which, af- • 
Jl^ife^ing for the ufe of 

^Ifibe yufapof, an enthufiaft in Greek literature, he enters 

* TKe Ute ing«niot» Mr. lHah‘n &a$ encmerated tb« editions piibliihcd by Mr. Mat- 
ilwei. FhUodl^liiiuiriei, p. 5 S 4 . 

; % into 



into a fliort acGOT^s 
^thefc he enumerates 
particular of tbe? 
tury, and coBtains/ ijtf ipt 
mateiially 
allb feveral nf the 
antiei^t ^omiDikitafieS, i#hi^ 
and which the ihgeiffods authw^^sfij ^ 




tedy andpreprtjd for the|i^^ inoft hf the?^; 

contaihtej? tfee^|W w# at different pe* 

riods’f earl^^^athe' le#h{h 6i* ceh*^ 

tthy/ and the rernainder in the tWelfth'^^^ tfeirteehth. He ' 
adds^ that this coHeStionj although chiefljf eonfiDed to theo- 
logical fuhje<fts, is by no nfteans deficient in the claffics ; 
amongft which he enumetates HhmeH ^fchylus, S^hoclesi’ 
Demofthenes, iEfchynes, Hefiodi Paufanias, Plutarch, arid a 
mofl: beautiful Stiabo, which he has coltafod ' ft^the 
edition of that author, preparihgfor the Glarettdol^^ 

Mr. FaHcetler of Oxford ^ ^ 

In this library of thg Hdy Synod Mr. JUStthsei difcovered 
an antient hymn of Ceres in a manufcript of Homer, written 
about the coticlufioii of the fourteenth century, but which 


he fuppofes to haVe been a tranfcript from a moft antient 
and valuable copy ; this n^anufcript, befide a fragnietit of^ 
the Iliad, contained the lixteen hymns ufually attributed, to 
Horner, in the fame order as thiiy are generiUy printed. At 
the end, of the fixteenth he fourid twelve verfes bf an hyfon ' 
to Bacchus, and an hytnn toi Ceres, which, excepting thel^ 


• It was a condderable difappointment matioti from his acquaintance. I i|>avc iifee. , 
to that Mr. Matthaei was abfcnt from wife to regret, tHat, on account of 
Mofcow during my continuance in that fence, I. could not obtain a fight dif thcib^ 
city, as l flioilidd have derived grjwt infer* naanuferipts, , , , ’ 


V, _« part,;' 






iojlp«riog yij^ir f, ^ 


tbi&^y.in% ^jpr^iic^^ tfe« Is iinjJpu^tedjif , pf gf 

by itjut^i;^^ ^a^logf» 

The exprefe tefQipoay.pf Tai^ahia^, whQ^lisieat;e4ly mpii* 


tichis . th 9 i;;|Jpn[^ an hywin to Ceres, may 

perhaps feem m^^^ a ftfong argumeat, that it is 

the genuine yprodu^tipp, of the: great author whofe name it 
bears ;. auct yet opinion of -the two antient gram- 

markas t-i mooted in bis preface, may be 

thought olifufficient yy^ght to count^halance the Angle 
evidencf^ Paulinfas 5 ■ whofe judgement (as the editor has 
well oh of the left value, hecaufe he 
has, without l^mmation, ac!judge|.;the jeft of the Ho- 
meric hymns |o the fs^pmed parent, W of which beat 
much IJronger marks 0 ^ % left honourable origin, than this 
oocapofitioain queftiohv T^ougli the ftyle and plan of this 
hymn apjwars to iipp (s%w®U *18 to the celebrated editor) in- 
ferior to Horn^ . and in fome places unworthy of hiiu, yet 
thi a argument^ depeDdiiig. ,pn,the tafte and feelings of the 
mad^, equal force ; nor wiU 

even,} they wboj allow its inferiority to the other produ^hons 


^ nuac ad Alexiph.--Grafflmatic«vvew» apud Al* 

*• n^idi* i latium d? Patr. Honn> &fi» Prssfc 



of' the divine;poc^[V^'-;S^CQ^^^y';'W<l^h^ 
conclufioh^ that ^ ^ m work ; l)ecath*^ )|ij^ obJe^]:i 

may be removed -that one^ 

partiodair ^mpofition tah' i)elow hU uM-^ndard per* 

■ jfeaion#i||jl^t^ m#^b« ' 

dmwh^ftoi^ tiSe w^ afK^mdeidci^idli^p^^ 

thi8;poem,. which a^^of 

Homers or iKJt rfe^hd rlh his ttofurpedled w^ks^ ^ So^e of 
thefe the-odlf^r'hais^ •. , ,•■ , x.-ci vs^^r . . .- . .' 

is d^^ios ,0^ fwd|^: 

madop retatiwi^ tho^geantheDefs of this'caotient ppem^ is 


to the Preface of Mr.»Hole*8 Tranflation +. ' 

. ♦ The hyraa to Ceres hai fuffered tnaay make in 41 s name to Cere« t thefe Rfi^ca re-* 
eiiutiletioiif Khd dorruj^d^ v Jl^lday iiioc^> 

he impn^erta {produce ^.1^ of the &me words with the 

otbe# paiticoUrii in wMth . thft hyha|i:;ji^ f tfef eohlef ahflirdly tnuiferibed 

femblcs the Iliad aiid Odydi^ 4>pe ol the folkwir^ Iroea- ^ 

mod con^iouo\^ Ja that^lp^iie^^ 

tiofti which mdlees ndi^|;tdftung^a(i^^ t^jrith the 

^ The author of tbifeiq^ , ; 

vv 443 to 447 inclufivc, the pro* ’ " 4 tb" Ceres tfanflatedi 

wbkh Jupiter' commij^id&k Ehea to* iato<id||i^ sttfi^JUchftrdtHide^ 







f6r^4iie JUtofibouft^ 
iik>>^^pgit^m^if/ed wmdtn JlruBitrtSi^BdiP(^ 

very 

! ' ri^ '^n R^fEa.--^v#c?<ro«»/ 0 / Pi>e F(yun<Rmg Hpfpital^*^ 

? Excurji&n to the monaft^y <)/ /A^ H<4y Trinityi^I^^^ 

’ W p0j^t>rfi^iption of the 

« titftlar hnd if 

bet ^JhkkdhhkgxS}^^ chmaBet ^ BorU ^Go- 

dunof;':'' -: ' :*^V' --V ; 

M o scow is the cefttre of the inland commwee of d«AP, 
Rnifiai, and particnlarly trade between vJ^ 

Europe 'and^ Siberia.; “ ,■ 

The oidy navigatioh cky is fo^ed by the Moiky^ 
which, faMng i^tip the Columna, communicates 

by means of ti^i= rivet with the Volga But, as the 
Mofkva is only navigable in Spring upon the melting of 
the fnows, the principal merchandize is conveyed to and 
from Mofeow upon Hedges ii\, winter. 

The whole retail commerce of this dty is carried on in 
the Kbitaigordd, where, according to a cuftom common in 
RuHia, as well as in raoft kingdoms of the Eaft, ^Ithe ihops 
are cQlle(9:ed together in cme fpot. The place is like a kind 
of fair, Gonflihng of mimy_ rows of low brick buildings ; 

•^the; interval between fhcm aefembling alleys, /thefe 
rRikops or ibooths becupy a confiderable fpace ; they do not, 

bf the Voigt with the Baltic, fee «he chapter on the InlanS 
iiS^an^^<^vR«iffia^ia-th»-neJit'vdtiiiie.,; , : 

.-•■y; y ■ a ■" as 



tlSMj, 


Hor the 


■ anarket {oT-'^e}fMx^'mi^^^^^^^ optvt^ 

itf "<»i^^^‘^e‘ittlJ^ f^^eat variety of 

that which fuits^hihil;''^ Thfihbtt!fe3l^iiS^liil^6&|^^,f^^ 

6n the fj^ti.and taM& away hy'^tW^i^^^ 
thtjes the vender contRwSt^ to fr^iiii^!irft it npon thh 

l^acewhfitfeitiS'd^^^ k’ttiiy ap|)^f ihcm^ 

to affertj^thafc a d#eHihg5;jpi|*he reinoved,. 
i^ifetV bnd inhabited^^yti%lii^ihef^l^ but We. 

fhaW'^^eeivtt 

a# nae’^^' ^ trunk's of; 

ti(^j tenanted Wnd ^fitialfi^ in to bhe 




.fratrfpbitihg ^dw«(^ufti£tg;thW' ■'■ :'y '>^';^; 
. But this'ftimEajwy hfi^ 
iht theaner 
dioi!e«%ns;and 
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VI 



iinpeiM^ 

Ja^Mp^iRecrtp I ofeferv^ aditiifable |idlic6 for prcvehtfag; 
riotsf or fgr itppjaag tfte conco«i5feaf 
wHith are yetej^ foequent aa4 vfol^t ;4a tlaofo partt* where^ 
tiie hbufefr 

d^ber* At tlie«€ntranGe j&£ eaeh’fo^eet tliere is a chwaux^ 
de fri^e gMe, bBe eBBi^wlte!«o&^tat‘tiS apftvm |»vbti and the^ 
otbiet toUruponia i« a*^centry-txjx'j -in wbich/ 

atfian is occafionAliy ftationed. In tirties of riot or fire the 


oentihel fiwts the gate, and attpafiage is inamedkitely fiopped. 

C hefs is fo common in Rafis a,- tJjat dHi ihg 'Our eontinu- 
anee at MofcbWi4 f<^r!(»ly intt) any company where 

pnties w5iMr«,not iehgaged’-m diverfidn ; and I veiy fre- 

qhentVy ®bfet#d,.:in >my l^flage througlt^^ 
tradiNmen and commim p^ it before the ddors 

eltheir^fiiops prdioufes^r s^fle are erteemo<^^?eaH^? 

2 Jroficicnt!s in chefs* . -With thcm-the queen has, tin\addttion - 
to thCPtjlber moves^xhat' of -the knight, which, aecording to < 

gamh, - but yvhkh eertaioly rerMefs it 
more cbmplicated and dijE^^^ more intereft- 

^ pjcying at 

chefs,- 



T K A V m I A 




^ <h^Sr.;Mmely>.. with 

al, coDtains i^re :0ekfiOr??MaS^'ifffp|^<fc#^i^ 
hpr,9f.fqua^e|i;,,.t:|,^y«8^'hite HM^tarHs/tnore 


t^nicot^lge 4oii^|i% her^^^bftyi gi^dte to 4|l hbAefai^ofs 


|3(artioa to ihe- ^tient of ,tiijt^»lj^ 

4d|^ ^(^atiitNitor^ 'muft incsid^ a private' laerek 
iiam^ JDimk^f ^ per^vi^f great: wealtb, who has ex- 
j^nded ia Ji^vqaivi^;?thi8;,charity?at^^ Tile 

hq^t^h : Whijtdi^ ; a very airy ' part qf the 

tQwq iJiKoo a gent^ afc<Kitsneap the river MbikVai is aii im- 
^neide pMc o| b a quadrangular fliape, part of 

which was only finiibed when we wereat Moibov^v It con- 
tained, at that time, 3000 foundlings ; and, when the whole 
4$ completed, will jeeeive 8000. J ' 

, The chil<hen are brought to the portei^^ lodge, and ad- 
tnitted t^thout any recomm^^ioni .. The rooms are lofty 
and large ; the dc^mitorfes, which are the 

worh rooms, are very airy, andr the beds are not crouded : 
each, founding, even each infanh: has a feparate bed the 
bedlleads aqe of iron ; the fheets areschanged every WeeK| 
and the linep threetimes a weeki^ Jn goifig o^^ 

4 was patticularly ftruck widi thiir neatnefs ; ; evira 
ffnes being. uncoiqn^idyfClean^ and withoid^any 

♦ The anccHors of this' gontleniao firll difcbreted and worked the rkhcft easne* of 
€i|)eria| froin whence Wsii^ 

. ■ - : '■fotlie-- 



V ^ Ml 35, 

i^<?;i!*^l8i^r\;N^^ ;'^d <^*4^ 

tM]|^a|J^ I(>^deiSrssrf|^ fw^dfed^aSc^r^*; 

ing ci]^ 0 j^i^^ loofely di^di 

xPliej difoi^ cdnfi;^any: 

andi IhpM^^ 

Iqimedi^telp^^^ appearaticd’ tWe chiFdreh crb^u^^^ 

roi^ hipi j f(it»e:tdok hold of his arth ; fotne hdd hy 
coat V oth^s killed his hand, and thd/' sdi; cxjj>iifred the* 
higheft fatisfabtion . Thefe natural and uhMgttbd 
regard were the moft convincing proofrof hb raildhefs and 
good-nature ;h for childFeni whfen ill vd^j’tfeturally croiich 
before tbofe ; who havo the-raanagement of them. I could 
be no judge merely in villting die hol^talv ivhether the 
children were weU mftrubledi and the regulations well Ob^ 
ferved ; but I was perfebdy convkiced^'frOin their behaviour^ 
that they were^in general happy and contented, and Could 
perceive from- their looks that they were rernarkably healthy;. 

This latter circumftance'thuft be owing to the uncommoii 
care, which is paid' to- cleanlinefs both in their perfons and: 
rooms. 

The foundlings are divided' into feparate cll^eS, according, 
to their refpedlive ages* The children remain two years iir 
the nurferyi when they are admitted into the- loweft clafs 
the boys and gii^ continue together until tliey are feverr 
years of age, at avhich dn^C they are leparated; They all 
learn to read,, write, and caft accounts. The bo^ are taught 
130 knit ; they occafionally card •.hemp, flax, amPivool,’ arid 
work in the dMFerent manufa€lures. The girls learn to kriit,, 

,and all kinds of? needle-work ; they fpin and "Weave 
la%;^ they ^emploxcd.in.^ and hoiife^work- 

«£aU forts*. 




glovesv* '■* • ap^' 

■propKate4*to^l^6fa'|K^->'-*'r- ;»'. '>l«W ? -.4 'S ^..^i'' i ■•■;>' ■ ■••'S” 

'Sorae ‘boy* iii ti)^ 'P fcb 

<5ermaa laogBageSf ;and. a lew . bfl^s in itfee«L^ tongue f 

^others karnj»u^<kaw^gt^n4 dancan^^i^ ^ ^ 

About thiB;a^faf!i^ttt55,#it^i^ncam^^ 

tnoiiey j and feyeral ©tl^ Mvante^eSi WluGb enable thera to 
follow tbeirtrade in any part of the etninre; ayery confider- 
ableptkvilegoinRuffiayWherethefeafedtsare;flaves,andcan- 
jiot leave thctt tillage withom^hef^^^ of tbeir mafter. 

In another vifn winch 1 paid to fhis faw the 

foundlings at dinner ; the girls and boys dine Separately. 
The dining rooms, which are spon tl^ ground-floor, are 
large and vaulted, and diftina: from their work rooms. The 
lirft clafs fit at table.; the reft ftand : theslittle children are 
attended by feivants ; but thofe of clafs 

alternately wait npon each other. The dinner confifted of 
heef and 'tnutton -boiled in b^oth, with 006;;+ 1 tafied both, 
and they were remarkably-^gdod j the bread was very fweet, 
and was baked in the h<»»Iev«i^%.; by#;the 
Each foundling has a napfcin, ^^wter>rp|atef a knife, fork, 
and fpobf^lfce napkin and rable-tioth are elean^hree tiroes 
in the weeic; They rife at fix, deyeoi and fup at 

fix. The little ehfldrea have bi^ad%icyeni and at 
When they are notenaployed in their netfefi^ry oo^npatfen^ 
the utrooft freedom fe dMowed, and they are encotnagbd to 
he as thndi in the air is;^ffible. The whole wa| #l^eiy 
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ipIglN: ; aiid the children exjresfifed 4 ie ^hap. 

uha»^:cohtentianA4^^ , 

In the hoj|>i^'ihtfe!fe *i theatre all the deqo*. ' 

rations are ^jB^ worfe of ,&e they conftruited the^ 

llagCf paint^^thefcenes)^^^^^ the drefTes. 1 was pre?* 

fent at ithe;fep8elentation of;the-ifo««^^ Crirmnel^ and tho 
comic U Devin du ViUaget both tranllatcd into the^ 

Ruiliah. tongue. Not underRanding the. language, I could 
be no judge/whether they fpoke with propriety ; but I ^was 
furprized at the eafe with wbich they trodthe ftage, and was 
pleafed with the gracefulnefs^. theiraflion. were 

fome agreeable voices in the opera. The orcheftra was filled 
with a band by no means contemptible, which confilled en- 
tirely of foundlings, ‘excepting the firft violin, who was their 
mufick-raafter. On this oceafion the« play was not, as ufuah 
concluded with a ballet^ becaufe the principal performer was 
indifpofed, which was no fraall difappointment, as we were 
informed that they dance ballets with great tafte and ele- 
gance. ■■ * 

The emprefs, 1 am told, is induced to countenance thea- 
trical reprefentations in a feminary of this kind, from a delire 
of diffufing atnong herTubjeiSts that fpecies of entertainment, 
which Ihe confiders a means ©(civilization, and of enriching 
the Ruffian theatres with a conftant fupply of performers. 

Many and great are the advantages of this excellent charity. 

It diffufes a knowlege of t}ie arts among the people ; en- 
creafes theaiuniher of free fubjedts ; and above all has con- 
fiderablydirainiflied the horrid pradlife of deftroying infants, 
fp prevalent in thefe parts before the inftitution of thehoipital. 

^ . W to quit this part of the country with- 

out paying a vilit to Troitfkoi Klofter, or the monaftery of 
the Holy Trinity? which is diftinguillied in the annals of this 
VOL. I. Z z country 
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BOOK country as the afyltim for -thefRuffiaor^creigtjsin cafes of 
infurredion and danger, and is more |»rticuia^lf fenowa to 
foreigners for the refugelt ^ajibrded to Peter the direat, when 
he put an end to the adminijftration of his fifter Sophia 

Ihe diliancc froam Mofeow to the mcmaflery being forty 
miles, \ye ordered poft-horfes to be ready at five in the morn- 
ing, with an intention of viewing the convent, and returning 
to this city by night. We thought that we ihould eafily 
have made this excurfion in the time propofed ; but obftacles 
continusdly occur in foreign countries, unforefeen by thofe 
who are not fufiaciently acquaiiKed with the manners of the 
natives ; and the moft trivial circumftances, which if known 
are readily obviated, produce, when unknown, confiderable 
embarrarsments. Some petty diftrefie^ of this defcription 
lengthened our expedition from one to three days. 

We rofe at five in the morning, but were detained by the 
want of poft-horfes, which we found great difficulty in pro- 
curing, notwithftanding that our orders for them were figned 
by the governor of the province and the governor of the city, 
and although we importuned the poft-mafter with repeated 
melTages. The cafe is, that as the price for the hire of 
horfes is very inconfiderable, the owners can employ them 
in other ferviees to greater ad^vantage : and on this account 
a ftranger, linlefs he is accompanied with a Ruffian foldier to 
quicken the expedition of thofe who furnilh the poft, muft 
neceffarily meet with infinite delays in travelling through 
this country. We were, indeed, ftrongly advifed by fome 
of our acquaintance to ufe this precaution ; but, thinking 
that we ftiould have no occafion for it during fo Ihort a 
journey, we imprudently omitted it, to our great inconveni- 
ence, as we foon experienced. 

♦ Sec Chap. VIII- 


After 



MOSCOW. 


355 


After waiting nine hours we at length thought ourfelves 
fortunate in feeing the poft-horfes make their appearance 
about two in the afternoon ; and fat off with an expe<ftation 
of proceeding without interruption to Bretofftiina, where 
we knew that a relay was waiting for. us. But our drivers 
flopped at a village only four miles from Mofcow, and pei- 
remptorily refufed to carry us any farther. In vain we pro- 
duced our order for horfes ; they contended that it autho- 
rized us only to take them from village to village ; and up- 
on the ftrength of that conftru<ffion returned without fur- 
,ther ceremony to Mofcow. Two hours more were now em- 
ployed, and much broken Ruilian fpoken by our Bohemian 
- interpreter, before we were able to prevail upon the inhabi- 
tants of the place t6 fupply us with horfes. Who depofited 
us in a village about the diftance of three miles ; where all 
the old procefs of altercation, threats, and promifes, were 
again renewed. In this manner we continued wrangling 
and proceeding from village to village, which unfortunately 
lay very thick in this part of the country, until near mid- 
night, when we found ourfelves at Klifma, only feventeen 
miles from Mofcow, where we took up our abode in a pca- 
fant’s cottage. Our Bohemian fervant having fortunately 
devoted great part of the njght in rambling to diflirent 
houfes, and adjufting the difficult negotiation for Irelh 
horfes, we were able to depart almoft by day-break ; and 
had the ftill farther fatis^adtion to pafs over the immenfe 
fpace of feven miles without either halt or delay ; fo that by 
eight in the morning we reached, much to our furprize, 
Bretoflhina, which Hands about half-way between Mofcow 
and the convent. Here we found a Ruffian ferjeant, whom 
prince Volkoniki had obligingly fent forwards to procure the 

Z z a horfes, 
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BOOK horfes, which he had pbmiftd we 

and to accompany tisdurirtg thb rtm^hder of otit joii^hey : 
the experience of the preceding dayhad tatij^t us the Viliic 
of this military attendant. 

At Bretofihina we viewed a palace built by Alexey Mi- 
chaelovitch, in which he frequently refided : it is a long 
wooden building, painted yellow, only one ftory in height, 
containing a fuite of fmall and low rooms. This palace (if it 
deferves that name) has long been uninhabited. The em- 
pfefs, plfeafed with the beauty of the lituation, and refpedt- 
ing aplace which had once been the favourite relidence of 
Peter the Great’s father, purpofed to build a large brick pa~ 
lace near the fite of the old manfion ; and part of the mate- 
rials were already colledted for that purpofe. Uppn our re- 
turn to the village we ordered the horfes, and Were pleafed 
to find our order obeyed almoft as fooh as it was ilTued : we 
had, indeed, a very fuccefsful agent in our friend the ferjeant ; 
for the peafants, who were beginning to wrangle among 
themfelves, and to make their ufual altercations, were inftan- 
taneoufly difperfed by his cudgel, whofe eloquence was more 
perfuafive than the moft pathetic remonftrances. The pea- 
fants were certainly accuftomed to this fpecies of rhetorick; 
for they bore it patiently, and with perfedt good humour; 
and, the moment they Were feated upon the box, began 
whittling and finging their national fongs as ufual. We 
now continued our route, and arrived at the convent, though ' 
diftant from Bretoffliina about twenty ihiles. Without once 
flopping to change horfes. 

Troitfkoi Sergief Klofler, or the’ Monaftery of the Holy 
Trinity, is fo large as at a little diflanCe to have the appear- 
ance of a fmall town ; and, like many convents in this 
country, is flrongly fortified^ according to the ahtieht mode 
3 . • • 



of , ^fence, being furjpp^nded with high brick walls, 
ftrfjigthened with battlenaents and towers. The parapet is 
roofed with wood, and the Walls and tovy^ers are provided with 
holes for mulkets and cannon : the whole is furrounded 
by a deep ditch. This place ftood feveral fieges ; and par- 
ticularly, baffled all the ejBForts of Ladiflaus prince of Poland, 
who attacked it with a large array. 

Befide the convent or habitation for the monks, the walls 
enclofe an imperial palace, and nine large churches con- 
ftrudled by different fovereigns. The convent is a large 
range of building encircling a court, and is far too fpacious 
for the 'prefent inhabitants ; it formerly contained 300 
monks, and a proportionate number of ftudents; and was 
the richeft ecclefiallfcal foundation in Ruffia. The fraternity 
}X)ffeffed confiderable eftates which contained at lead: 
100,000 peafants: thefe eftates, as well as all the other 
church-lands, being now annexed to the crpwn, the mem- 
bers receive fmall penlions. With their revenues their 
number has been greatly diminilhed, and they fcarcely 
amount at prefent to loo monks. ' Their habit is black, 
with a veil of the fame colour ; they eat no meat, and the 
dife ipline of the order is very ftriil. Within the convent is 
a feminary for the education of perfons intended for the 
clergy ; which contained, as we were informed, about 200 
ftudents. 

The imperial palace, which was much frequented when 
the fovereign refided at Mofeow, is fmall ; one of the apart- 
ments is ornamented with reprefentations in ftucco of the 
principal actions of Peter- the Great. The churches are like 
all the churches which fell under my obfervation, fuperb 
and fplendid, and extremely rich in gold and filver orna- 
ments, and coftly veftments. The principal church has a 

cupola 
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cupola and fQurdomes,thc ic4tiier is of co|ifw gUt,the latter 
I — ^ of tin or iron painted green. We afc^ded a niw b^fry, built 
by the eraprefs Elizabeth^ which is not an indegant piece of 
architeAure ; it commands a fine view of the adjacent coun- 
try, which is gently waving, richly cultivated, producing 
much grain, and thickly ftrewed with villages. The archi- 
mandrite or abbot of the monafiery being abfent, we could 
not obtain permilTion to fee the library, which occafioned 
fame regret, becaufe, according to Bufching, it contains a 
curious colledlion of books ’ 

In the principd church a few tombs drew my attention. 

The firtt was that of Maria queen of Livonia, probably 
the only perfon who ever bore that title, an empty honour, 
which file may truly be faid to have 'purchafed at a dear 
rate. Maria, lineally defcended from Ivan Vaflilievitch I. 
was a relation of Ivan II. as will plainly appear by the follow- 
ing genealogical table. 


I 

Vaffili Ivanov itch* 

Ivan Vaflilievitch II, 


Iran Vaflilievitch I. 


Andrew Ivanovitch of 
Staritra, died 1537, 

Volodimir Andrevitch, 
died 1570. 

^ , 

Maria, maried to Magnus 
Eudokia. 


She efpoufed in 1573 Magnus duke of Holftein t, at that 

time 


^ Bufehing’s Erd-bcfchrcibting. V. I. by fevcral different appellations. He is 
P« ^ 5 ^* foractiiues flylcd king of Livonia, from his 

f This Magnus was fon of 'Chnflian III, niock-fovcreignty in that country; fomc- 
kiiig of Denmark ; and is known in hiApry times duke of Holftein, from his inheriting 
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tipal titwlar king of Livonia, wbo was raifed to. th^ dimity ^hap. 
by Vaffilievitch IL in a very extraordinary manner. . - 

Livonia bordering Aipon^Ruflia, Swetlen^ and Poland, and 
reciprocally claimed and poflTefled by thole three powders, 
was, in the middle of the lixteenth century, partly free, 
partly fubje£l to Poland, and partly to the Swedes, when the 
tzar made an irruption into that province, and conquered a 
fm^ portion. Well acquainted, however, with the averfion 
of the natives to the Rudian fceptre, he declared, that he had 
entered their country with no interefted views ; that he had 
no other ambition than to refcue them from the Swedifli 
yoke ; that he himfelf renounced all right of conqueft, 
would ftyle himfelf their protestor ; and propofed that they 
Ihould eledt for theii* fovereign Magnus, whofe brother, Fre- 
deric II. king of Denmark, had forae pretenfions to Livonia. 

This propofal being cheerfully complied with by a great 
party among the natives, the tzar difpatched an cmbafly to 
Magnus, who accepted the proffered crown, repaired without 
delay to Moftow, where he was formally inftallcd in his new 
dignity, upon condition of cfpoufing Maria, and of paying 
an annual tribute to the tzar. 

Magnus, how'cver, was ftill only a titxdar fovereign, being 
opjwfcd by the Swedes, w ho maintained a large army in 
Livonia, and not unanimoufly acknowledged even by the 
natives. After a fruitlefs attempt to take polTeflion of his 
crown, he continued to dilplay his mock-dignity at Mofeow. 

a portion of that duchy upon the deceafe of “ Wick, BxQiop ofCoiirl.ind, Acfminidrator 
his father; and biftiop of iEfel, from his ** of the biflioprick of Reval, Heir of Nor. 
exchanging his part of HoKiein for the way, Duke of Schlcfwick, Holftein, Stor- 
billiopricks of Mk\ and CourlaiKi, which mar, and Ditmarrti, Count of Olden- 
he fccularifed. Holbcrg, the Danifli hifto- burgh and Dclmenhufft,” Tittes, as the 
rian, mentions a bond for 1500 marks, hiftorian remarks, which could not procure 
which was thus figned. “ .We JIagnus, by hijtk a fmall fum of money without his 
•* the grace of Gcd, I^ird of Aifel and bond. Holbcrg. V. 11 . p- 488* 

4. 
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BOOK length, ipi 1577, being efcorted to Liyogia b;^ the 
1— v— ' at the head of 50,600 troops, he obtained his portion of 

province, the town of Wendeli and the adjacent territory, 
the remainder being fereryed to Ruflia. 

Magnus Was fcarcely admitted into Wenden, where he 
was received with great deiinonftrations of joy, than, defpif- 
ing a precarious and dependant fovereignty, he was prevailed 
upon by his new fubjecS^^s, ever averfe to the Ruffiad ybke, 
to form a f^ret alliance with the king of Poland, and to 
counteract the tzar’s progrefs in Livonia. Ivan, apprized of 
this negotiation, determined to chaftife the perfidy of Mag- 
nus, by precipitating him from that throne, which he had 
fo lately affifted him in afcending. With this view he laid 
immediate fiege to Wenden with fo nurherous an army, that 
the inhabitants, finding all oppofition ineffectual, propofed 
to capitulate. Magnus himfelf carried the terms of capitu- 
lation, and, advancing to fupplicate the incenfed monarch, 
threw himfelf at his Feet, and interceded for the town. 
The tzar, fpurning at him with his foot and ftriking 

* Henning, author of the Ljvonian Chro- fo incenfed him, that he mounted his horfe 
nicle, relates this tranfadlion more to the “ and rode away dircdly, fwcaring by St, 
honour of Ivan. He is thus quoted by the “ Nicholas, that for this frefli inilance of 
authors of ^the Univerfal Hiflory, vol, pcfdd^* every perfoa in Wenden ihould 
XXXV, p. 242. The tzar laid fiege to iiiffer death, Magnus w^as then put under 
the place, till, at the earned reqweft of* an arreft in a farm-houfc, and obliged to 
** the citizens, Magnus, with only a few. at- fign an obligation, by which he engaged 

•* tendants, went into the tzar’s cariip, and, to pay the tzar 40,000 Hungarian florins 

“ falling on his knees, begged pardon for b^ the next Chrift mas, ak a fatisfadion 

“ himfelf and the city. Bafilov\;itz nofooncr for the money taken from Pqlubcnlki 5 

“ faw the king of Livonia thus proAratc and in cafe of failure of payment at that 

“ before him, than he difraounted from his time, to forfeit double the fum, and re- 

“ horfe, and defired him to rife, returned “ main a prifoner at Mofeow till the whole 
<< him his fword, and, after reproaebing fli»3tjld be difeharged.” I have followed 

him with the ingratitude of his late con- the principal hiilopans of Sweden and Den* 
“ dud, freely pardoned him and the city, mark, alfo Heidenftein, and Oderborg, who 
and aflured them of his pt^tfcdion. At feem to have given the moft probattle ac* 
this inftant a cannon ball ftom the callle count of this event* 
narrowly milTed killing the tzar ; which 
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Him in the face, loaded him with reproaches for his ingra- 
titude, and ordered him to prifon then entering the toWii, 
his troops committed every fpecies of horror and devaftation. 
Many of th6 principal- inhabitants, retiring into the citadel, 
determined to defend it to the laft extremity ; but loon pei'^ 
ceiving all refiftance to be fruitlefs, and expedling no quarter,' 
they calmly allembled, reiceived the facramentj and then de- 
ilroyed themfelves by |j[owing up the citadel. Thus endecP 
the kingdom of Livonia four years after it had been ercited 
into a fovereignty . Magnus, who thought himfelf extremely 
fortunate to obtain his enlargement upon paying a con fider- 
able fum of monkey, repaired, with his confort Maria, to 
Pilten in Gourland, where he died in 1583, in extreme dir‘i 
trels After the death of her hufband, Maria, the titular 
queen of Livonia, was enticed into Ruflia, and thrown into a 
nunnery with her only daughter Eudokia +. She was never 
rekafed from her confinement, and the time of her deceafe 
is uncertain. The remains, both of the queen and her 
daughter^ were depofited in the convent of the Holy Trinity. . 

In the fame church repofe the alhes of Boris Feodorovitch' 
Godunof,* who, upon the demife of Feodor I VanoVitch in 
JS97J was raifed fronj^a private ftation- tO' the throne of 
Rufiia. It is a cifcumftance extremely favourable to a vir- 
tuous conduit, that a fovereign cannot commit one flagrant 
offence without the imputation of many others; and that 
fuppofititious cruelties are always added to aits of Teal ty- 
ranny; This has been the fate of Boris Godunof, who, 
having defervedly acquired the deteftation of pofterity by the 
perpetration of one crime, has been- unjuftly branded with 
infamy, even forsthofe adions which merit, the'higheft ap- 
plaufe. 

* Holberg. V. II. p. 4S8. t Fletcher’* State of Ruflia; Chap. V. 
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BOOK BorisGodunofwasdefeendcdfroraaTjartaranceftor^lKho 
ui^l-/came into Ruifia in sundf having.eiinbraced jGhri^ 
anitjr, affumed the nameiof Zachary. From SimoalOodqn, 
one of his defcendant^ tl;^ family was known by the 
name of Grodnnof, and became greatly diftinguiftied by ihe 
elevation of the perfonage who is now under confiderationi 

BoriSyfon of Feodorlvanovitch^ a nobleman of the Ruffian 
court j was born in 1 5 a 2 ; and in t|^ aoth year of his age 
ww appointed, by . Ivan Vaffilievitehllb to attend the peifon 
of his fon prince Ivan; being fucceffively promoted to higher 
offices, and obtaining additional influence by the marriage of 
his After Irene with Feodor Ivanovitch, he was, upon that 
monarch’s fucceffion to the throne, created privy counfellorj 
matter of the horfe, and invefted with the foie direction of 
affairs. His authority was fo abfolute, that his reign may 
be dated from the aeeeffion of Feodor ; he wanted only the 
title, of tzar, and all the acfts of government muft be attri- 
buted to him. 

Upon the death of Feodor without iffue, the election fell 
unanimoufly upon Boris Godunof, who owed his elevation 
to the high opinion which all parties entertained of his ca- 
pacity and wifdom, to the influence of his After Irene, and to 
the artful manner with which he aflfedted to decline, while 
he w'as moft ambitious to poffefs, the crown. He deferved 
hh elevation by his confumm^e abilities and popular 
manners ; and, for his political ^d civil depoitment, he is 
juftly ranked among the greateft ftatefmen of his age. 

Happy would it have been for hinilelf and his country, if 
he had united moderation and humanity to thefefplendid 
qualities. His perf^ution of feveral noble families, who; 
flood in the way of affibitious defigns, aud ffiil more the 
4 ^affi- 
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# of DemetriuS) brands his charadler with inde- 
lible infamy. But while we allow and deteft in this in- s-Iilw 
ftanoe the full extent of his guilt, let not our horror at 
this tranfa^ion lead us to mifreprefent his raoft laudable 
anions. Let us not affert with his enemies, that in order 
to turn the attention of the people from the cataftrophe 
of the prince, and to ingratiate himfelf in their favour by 
an a£t of public munificence, he purpofely fet-fire to leveral 
parts of Mofcovv, that he might rebuild them at his own ex- 
pence. Nor let us, no lefs abfurdly, accule him of pri- 
vately mvking the khan of the Tartars to invade Rufiia, 
that he might occupy the pubiick with a foreign war, and 
acquire freih glory py repelling the enemy. 

We may add to the lift of his fuppofititious crimes, that he 
poifoned. Feodor +, for the tzar had long laboured under a 
declining ftate of health I ; and, the year before his death,, 
had requefted a phyfician from England §. Even his pater> 
nal attention and unbounded generpfity towards his fubjefts 
during a famine, which, foon after his elevation to the throne, 
defolated Mofcow, has been turned againft him ; for preju- 
dice has not been wjuiting to infinuate, that, from an abfunl 
delicacy, he would not-permit foreigners to fupply the R uffians 
in their extreme diftreft with corn; and that he joined feveral 

* It is not here the place to inquire whe- “ that (he ftrongly reproached her brothci , 
thcr Demetrius was really aflaffiaatc^ or Boris Godunof, with the murder of her 
whether he efeaped, for the crime of Boris “ hwfband, and would never fpeak to him 
was the fame> whether his orders were car- •• afterwards/^ Vol. XXXV* p. 273. ^hor 
ried into execution, or illuded. Sec the all authentick hillorians agree, that his cle- 
next chapter. vation to the throne was finally owing to 

t I am at a loft to know where th^com- the politivc recommendation of his filler t la 
pilcr of the article of Rijiha, in the I^niver- tzarina, whole intcrceffion overcame his al- 
fal Hiftory, obtained the 'following anecdote, feacd refufal of the crown, 

Theodone died, after a reign of twelve { Fletcher fays of Feodor, that he u a5 
years, not without fufpicion of having inclming to a dropfy. 

“been poifoned by his brother-in-law* § As appears from a letter iiithc Iliiif an 
“ The czarina feemed fo fenilble of this, archives* 

A a a 2 banditti 
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BOOK banditti in plundering the houfes of the rich <i^; caluflShfe# 
which have been ably and iinanfwerably' refuted by;Muller. 
But the higheft fplendour of abilities^ and even the moft 
upright ufe of . power, will not compenfate for the ill means 
of acquiring it ; and the time arrived, when; Boris paid the 
price 'for the aiTa^nation of Demetrius. The death and 
chara^er of Boris Godunof am thus delineated by; an impar> 
tial hiftorian f . 

“ The party of the pretended Demetrius increafed daily, 
** and the RuBians flodced to hiin from all quarters. This 
“• circumftance, joined to tlie inaaivity of the Ruffian army, 
‘♦.had fuch aneffe<Sl upon Boris, that, driven to defpair, he 
“ fwallowed poifonj. The accounts are i^We, which attribute 
'“•his death to a poiibn given to him by one Peter Bofmanof ; 
•“ or wh’ch relate that while he was giving audience to 
“,fome (foreign embalTadors, he was liezed with a violent 
“ colic, and foon afterwards the blood gulhed from his 
“ mouth, nofe, and ears. He felt the firft eflfedls of the 
•“ poifon at dinner, and the fymptoms were fo violent, that 
•“ he had fcarcely time to enter into the monaftic order be- 
“ fore he expired. According to the Ruffian cuftom, he 
“ changed his name from Boris to Bogolep. His deceafe 
“ happened on the 13 th of April, or the a 3d, according to 
“ the new ftyle, 1605, after a reign of eight years and 
“ two months. « 

It muft be allowed that his death was a great lofs to 
“ Ruffia ; for if we except the unjuftifiable means by which 
“ he raifed himfelf to the throne, and the cruelty with 

e . 

* This report, Mr. Muller conjectures, f Muller, Ibid. p. 247, 
wofefrom his compelling the bifliops and j Captain Margaret fays, that he died of 
nobles, who had a fupCrfluity of corn, to an apoplexy. Etat dc la j^uffic, p. xi8. 
dilpofe of it to the poor at an uider price* 

S. R. G.V. 

{& “%hich 
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^ . Which he perfecuted feveral illuftrious families^ particu- 
larly the houfe of Rooianof, he mult be efteemed an ex- wv^ 
cellent fovereign. Ambition and revenge were his prin*» 

** cipal vices; on the contrary, his penetration and fagaeity, 

** his affability and munificence, his political knowledge, his 
** diligence in the adminiftration of affairs, his affiduity ia 
introducing into Rtllfia the improvements of foreign na- 
** tions, in a word, his unwearied attention to promote the 
‘‘ advantage of his country, and the welfare of his fubjeits, 

“ were Gonfpicuous parts of his charadter. We are apt to 
“ overlook the vices of a fovereign in confideration of his 
“ princely virtues, and in this refpedk Boris is entitled to our 
“ efteem. When \ve add to thefe confiderations the long 
“ chain of calamities which fucceeded his death, his lofs 
“ could not but be fenfibly felt.” His remains were at firft 
depofited in the Imperial fepulchre at Mofcow ; but were 
afterwards removed to the convent of the Holy Trinity e, , 

f For the'hifto^ of Boris Godunof, fee Muller. S. R. G. vol. V. p. tj to *49. 
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Inquiry inis the b^wy and atkxntutes of the tzar who reigned 
under the mme of Bemztnm^^His rec^ i>* Polaiwi, 
•^Ittvafon of ^\iiSEiA.«^Acknomledg&i as the fan of Ivan 
Vaffilievitch U.-*r^Seate hwfiif upon the thrme.-^Mis cha^ 
raSer>----(Mfpimcyagainfibim>--^effcfpmud,’^ 
opinions eoneernmgbim^-^wrni^bdied an mpoftori^t^^ 
bidorians^l^ Vtxxoim,^f0rmny «/. Margaret in bis 
fasaour.’^Groimds fo^fuppsfing l^ to bo ther ealT^omo^ 

^ A tombs in the cathedral of St. Michael I had 

>— vLj occafion to n]itotion>tiaat of a dbild) called by the 

Jliiffians Dminri, or Ddnaetriiis, whofo intricate and coatroi* 
verted hiftory was referved for a feparate narrative. 

Ivan Vaffilievhch II. left two fons ; Feodor, who fac- 
ceeded to the throne; and Demetrius, an infant, ^ho was 
educated at UgUtz under the care of his motli^rthe tzarina 

* I had entirely finiflied this chapter be* V. lllr p. zib to 336. It may fervc, per- 
forc the publication of L^EVefquc’s Hiftoirc %ap8^ as an additional proof in favour of 
de Rufiie. That ingenious author hat, in Demetrius, that two foreigners, who bad 
his account of the perfon who ftylcd him- vifited Ruffia, both unbiaffed by any nati- 
fclf Demetrius, advanced plaufible $r- tiona| prejudices, and without the Icaft 
guments to fhew, that he was probably not, communication with each other, iliould 
animpoiior; and though they appear to hold* nearly the &me opinion upon fo int ri- 
me unanfwcrable, and it is cafy to perceive cate a fubjed* I have inferred into the 
that he entiicly leans to that opinion, yet notes a few of his remarks, which feertted 
he cam! idly concludes with averting, Pin- to me the moll important. I am alfo in- 
ficura obje^ions que j'ai hazardees contre formed,* that thc learned profcflbr Scbloet- 
“ rimpofturc . d*Otr^picf me parailTcnt zef o{ Gottingen Has ilrongly fafiported 
M tPune grande force, je n*oferai eependiht this fide of the queftion, in hii Notdifehe 
“ decider la quellion.^’ Sec Hift dc Ruff. Gcfchichte. 
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Maria Feodorofna, and in the dghth ycat of his age was chap. 
faid to have been alTailinat^ by order of Boris Godunof *. » « 

The real circumftances of this ailaBination, being purpoiely 
with-held from the public, are variolifly related ; and the 
following prtieulars can alone be unqueftionabiy depended 
upon. A bcriyi iuppofed to be that of the young prince^^ 
was found weltering in its blood; certain perfons, coniidered 
as the affafifins, were inftanllaneoufly put to death by the in- 
habitants of Uglitz. When the account of the cataibrophe 
was tranfmitted to Mofcow, Boris Oodunof, having firft fpread 
a report that Demetrius had, in a violent fit of frenzy^ put 
a period to his own life, ^fpatched his creatures ValEli 
Shuilki and Gletchnin to make inquiries into the circum- 
ftances of the prince’s death. Thefe perfons, having 
examined the body of the deceafed, declared it to be that of 
Demetrius, and confirmed the former report which had been 
circulated by Boris Godunof. Maria Feodorofna, accufed of 
grofs inattention to her ton’s fecurity, was compelled to af- 
fume the veil, and confined in a convent ; many inhabitants 
of UglitZj who fpoke freely upon the murder, were capitally 
punilhed, tome were imprifoued, and others were banilhed. 

Muller relates from a Ruffian nciahu*' wa8 more difficult at mid-day to fubflitutc a 
feript, that twelve perfons were privy child. We need not be furprized at thefe 

murder, araongft whom were the prince’s contradictory opinions, when we confider, 
nurfe and her (bn, who- perpetrated the as L’Evefque has judly exprefled himfetf, 
deed ; that it was committed at mid>day in ** qua Boris fupprima tons Ics details de cct 
the court yard of the palace, and tfiut a Horrible affaire; qu’il trompa le Uar ct 
bclUringcr, who waa upon the top of an *^1© public. Lo public fut done ators mal^ 
adjoining cathedral, faw the whole tranf- “ inftruit dcs circoaftanccs de cet 6veoe- 
aftion* Petreius al&rts, that the prince wals merit, ct Ic temps n’a pu y ajoiuer que de' 
murdered during the confufion of a fire, , aouvencs obfeurit^s. Dyilenrs, comme 

purpofely occafioned by one of tbealtkffins, “ ic dit Margaret, on obfervait eh Ruffic un 
MargarefXndOrevenbnolifaytbattbeaiFaffin fccrct fi pro/ond fur routes Ics affaires, 
was fob of the tzarina Maria’s ^ ** qu’il etdit fort difficile d’apprcndrc la, 

and it is generally affirmed, ihatdt happen-. ycptjc de ce qu’on n’avait pas vu tie fes 
cd at to^ght*-“The Ruffian aut^^ *• ye^,*^ V, III, p. 2 2^1. 
turally prefer the firA account, becaufc it 

Boris 



BOOK Boris Gotliinof managed this- horrid trania<fticm with fiicii 
s- . ' and focrecy, that fc^tcely diy fufpicions were entertained 
againft him, until thirte^tt years afterwards a perfdn made 
his appearatoe who. declared himfelf to be Demetrius ; he 
gave out that his mother, fufpicious of the attempts againft 
her fon’s life, had taken the precaution to remove him from 
Uglitz, and tofubftkute another child, who was aflaffinated 
in his place ; and that, being educated in a convent, and 
concealed from the knowledge of his perfecutors, he had 
efcaped from Rufiia into Poland. Being there admitted into 
the fervice of Wiefnovitlki, a Pole of great (fiftindlion, he 
difcovered himfelf to that nobleman ; who, convinced, or 
pretending to be fo,that he was the fon o^Ivan Vaffilievitchll. 
warmly efpoufed his caufe. Boris Godunof, having received 
intelligence of this unexpected claimant of his throne, dif- 
femitiated a report, that the impoftor who affumed the name 
of Demetrius, was a monk ftyled Gregory or Grilka Otrepief ; 
and fpared neither threats nor bribes to obtain poffefiiQn of 
his perfon ; hut, when thefe expedients failed of fujoeefs, he 
difpatched his emiftaries into Pedand to aftailinate him. 

Wiefnovitlki, alarmed for the fafety of his fugitive, re- 
commended him to the protection of the fenator George 
Mniftiek palatine of Sendomiri a nobleman of the largeft 
eiftate and greateft confequence of Poland* Demetrius (if I 
may be allowed to^call him by thw; name) being acknow- 
ledged by him as the rightful heir of the Ruflian throne, 
foon afterwards betrothed himfelf in marriage to the palatine’s 
daughter Maria ; and, in the beginning of the year 1603, 
was introduced to Sigifmond III. king of Poland. Being ad- 
mitted to a public audience before the diet, he excited the 
compaftion of that affembly by the afteCting manner in 

whidi 
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which he related his extraordinary adventures ; and though 
Sigifmond and the diet , regretted that the litiiation of their v — v — 
country prevented them from openly feconding his preten- 
lions, yet they teiiified the moft cordial attachment to his in- 
tcrefts, and laid no prohibition on thofe nobles who might 
be difpofed to engage in his fupport. By the affillance of 
his two patrons, Wicfnovitlki and the palatine of Sendomir, 
Demetrius entered Ruflia in the month of Auguft, 1604, at 
the head of about 4000 Poles, and being foon joined by 
many Ruffians, particularly by the Cofl'acs of the Don, ad- 
vanced almoft without oppofition to Novogorod Seveiikoi, 
routed in December an army of 40, 000 men ; but was him- 
fclf not long afterwards defeated, with great daughter, by 
prince Vaffili Shu'ifki general of Boris Go<lunof. Eight 
thoufand of his followers were either killed or taken [)ri- 
foners ; all his artillery and colours fell into the hands of 
the enemy ; his horfe was wounded under him, and he 
himfelf efcaped with difficulty. 

This overthrow occafioned the almoft total dcfeiftion of 
the Polifli troops ; and Demetrius himfelf was fo difmayed 
with his lofs, that he would have retreated precipitately into 
Poland, if he had not been dilTuaded by the importunities 
of his Ruffian adherents, mapy of w'hom believed him to be 
the true Demetrius, and all dreaded the vengeance ol Boris 
Godunof. Overcome by^ their fuggeltions, he continued 
his march, and, not with ftanding his late difeomfiture, foon 
faw himfelf at the hcatl of a numerous army of Rulliaii';, 
who flocked to his ftandard from all quarters. Not only the 
populace, ever prone to fcredulity, but even men of the higli- 
eft birth and quality, gave credit to his pretenlions : 
his caufe was fupported not only by the diftant provinces, 
but the people rofe even atMofeow, andpublickly proclai ned 

VoL, I. B b b in 
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BOOK in the Greets that Demetrius had efcaped from his affaffins, 
• — ^and claimed allegiance as their rightful fovereign. This in- 
furrecSlion was indeed immediately quelled ; but an almoft 
univerfal belief fpread itfelf through all ranks, that the pre« 
tender to the throne was the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. 
although Boris Godunof inflicted the fevereft punifliment 
upon his adherents, though the patriarch publilhed a ban of 
excommunication againft him and his party, and though 
, VaffiliShuilki openly affirmed that he had himfelf examined 
the body of the deceafed prince at Uglitz. 

The fudden death of Boris Godunof, which happened in 
the month of April, 1 6o5,haftened the fuccefs of Demetrius. 
Feodor Borifovitch was fcarcely declared fucceflbr to his fa- 
ther by the patriarch and nobles who were prefent at Mof- 
cow, before he was deferted by the principal generals of the 
Ruffian army, and by many perfons of diftindtion. His 
troops at this inaufpicious jundture were fuddenly attacked 
and defeated, and thofe who efcaped were perfuaded to fwear 
fealty to Demetrius, who, ftrengthened by this acceffion, 
advanced by hafty marches towards the capital without the 
leaft oppolition : the highways were lined with people ; the 
towns opened their gates with every demonftration of joy, 
while Demetrius fupported the prepoffeffion of thelluffians 
in favour of his birth by the affability , of his demeanour, 
and the gracefulnefs of his perfpn. Having publiffied a 
manifefto, in which he held out to the inhabitants of Mofcow 
offers of clemency and favour on their return to their 
duty, they rofe in arms, ftormed the palace, depofed and 
ftranglcd Feodor Borifovitch, and recognized his title. On 
the 30th of June the new tzar entered JMofcow in triumph, 
and took pofleffion of the throne with univerfal approbation. 
His pretenfions to the crown, as real fon of Ivan Vaffilie- 
vitch 
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vitch* II. were ftill further confirmed by the public teftimony 
of Maria Feodorofna, wh6m Boris Godunof had imprifoned < — < 
in a diftant monaftery, and whom Demetrius, at his aa^fiion, 
inftantly releafed from her confinement. Upon her approach 
to MofcoW, on the 8th of July, Demetrius rode to meet her 
at the head of a numerous proceffion ; and at the firft ap- 
pearance of her carriage, he alighted from his horfe, and ran 
to embrace her. The tendemefs and affection which 
both parties difplayed on this interefting occafion drew tears 
from the fpedtators ; and the ftrong expreffions of tranfport 
with which the tzarina openly acknowledged him for her 
fon, feemed to afford a pofitive confirmation of the reality of 
his imperial lineag^e. Soon after this interview he was 
crowned with the ufual pomp and magnificence, and leemed 
now firmly feated upon the throne; in the polTellion of 
which he would have maintained himfelf, whether he were 
the real Demetrius or an impofior, by a proper conformity 
to the manners of his fubjeds, and by a prudent deference to 
their civil and feligious eftablifhment. But his avowedcon- 
tempt of the Ruffian cuftoras, and, above all, his publick 
negled of their religious ceremonies, foon alienated the af- 
fedions of his fubjeds, and precipitated him from the throne 
as rapidly as he had afeended it. 

Margaret, who had frequent accefs to the perfon of Deme- 
trius,has Iketched his portraitin the following fliort, but lively 
manner. Hehad no beard, was of amiddle ftature, and of dark 
“ complexion, his limbs were ftrong and nervous, and he had a 
“ wart under his right eye. He was adive, fpirited, and merci- 
“ ful, foon offended, and' as foon appeafed; liberal, ambitious, 

“ anddefirousof making himfelf known to pofterity ; in a word, 

“ he was a prince who loved honour, and recommended it 

B b b 2 “by 
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Boi^ u by his own example If we fliould allow that Margaret 
L ' . has concealed many of his defeds, and has placed his virtues 
in the rpoft advantageous light, yet the acrimony and injuftice 
whkh appear in many parts of the following extrads from 
hischarader, as drawn even by Mr. Muller the moft candid 
of his opponents, will prevent every impartial perfon from 
giving implicit credit to the pd^refentations of his enemies. 

“ The talfe + Demetrius Was of a middle fize, dark com- 
“ plexion, and had one of n|^ arms fhorter than the other. 

“ He would have been elfeemed not deficient in wifdom if 

* 

“ he had not been lb precipitate in his condud, and if he had 
“ conformed his behaviour to the difpofition and temper of 
“ his fubjeds. In Poland he applied- bimfelf to the ftudy 
“ of languages, arts, and fciences; he converfed in Latin | 
“ and PoHlli with fluency ; he was well acquainted with 
“ hiftory, and particularly with that of Ruflia and the 
“ neighbouring kingdoms; he was well verfed in mufick, 
“ and pofieffed other liberal acGomplifliments. On account 
“ of his addrefs ami good fortune in obtaining the crown, he 
was efteemed a magician. Warlike exercife and huntin^^ 
“ were his principal amufements. He had fome knowledge 
“ of engineering and artillery, was fond of caftrng cannon ; 
“ and fliot with fuch Ikill anduddrefs as to furprize the mod 
“ dextrous markfraen. He was anxious to improve the dif- 
“ cipline of his army, for which puppofe he would often re- 
“ view his troops, inftru<5t them, in different manoeuvres, 
“ ftorm ramparts and fortifications; and as he was always 

* Margaret, p. 141. tivcly aflcrts, that hcAvasnot in the leaft ac- 

t S. R. G, vol, V. p. 302, &c. ’ quaioted’ with that language, II eft tres 

X His untlcrilaiiding Latin has been urged ccrtaintqu’il ne parloit nullement Latin, 
nguiuft him as n proof that he was educated j^en* puis temoigner, moins Ic fjavoit il 
by the Jcluits. Margaret, however, pofi* lire et ecriri. Ibid, p. 16^3. 

a • « foremoft 



“ forcmoft, and the moft eager among the aflkilants, he fre- 
“ quently was rudely handled in the fray. 

“ Defirous to be efteemed a patron of juftice, he put to 
“ death feveral judges who had been convidled of iniquitous 
“ pradlices. But was not this mode of proceeding rather 
a proof, of his inclination to cruelty ? and might it not 
** arife from a defire of itriking terror into his fubje£ts ? 

“ He has been praifed for his munificence, but it was both 
“ extravagant and ill-placed ; he heaped bounties upon Po-^ 
“ lilli muficians and other minions, and drained the trear 
“ fury by the moft enormous expences.+. Like all volup.- 
“ tuaries he was fickle a'nd impetuous. All his adions 
“ proved an extraordinary pronenefs to prefer bis own pre- 
cipitate refolutions to the moft prudent ailvice, and to adopt 
“ the raflicft mcafures. His fudden elevation rendered him 
“ infolent ; he was fo ambitious, that even tlie Ruffian cin- 
“ pire appeared too fmall to fatisfy his luft of dominion,; 
“ and fie extended his views to the redu6tion of Turkey and 
“ Tartary. His. ebriety and incontinence were his moft no.- 
“ torious vices, which frequently exppfcd him in the eyes of 
“ the public. Befide the princefs Irene^ the daughter of 
“ Boris Godunof, all who pleafed.him were facrificed to his 
defires, without the i'eaft regard to rank or age 

“ Upon 


• A'fiippofition,- which' fliovvs a (ifnng 
tUfporuioD in the oppolite party to ntifie- 
prefent the moll favourable parts of his 
condiiifl. 

f The accounts of his extravagance were 
grofsly exaggerated. He is faid to have 
given orders for a throne of mafly filver, 
fupported with fix lions of the famt^coilly 
materials ; and for a footllool of pure gold, 
for the ceremony of his* coronation : the 
latter was lludded wdth 600 diamoivds, 600 
rubies, 600 fapphirs, 600 emeralds, 6co 


Turkifii lldncB, air6f a large fize, but foi-nc 
of the latter were as big as half a pigeon^ 
egg. It mull he ivmaiktt!, that this foot- 
flool was already in the trtahiry ulu-n Dc- 
inetrivis afeended the throne ; and liad been 
prefented from the Spphy of Periiri to Ivan 
Vaifilicvitch IT. S. R. G. vo). V. p, 3 
Many fimilar ornamenra employed at his 
coronation had been uied by the former fb- 
vcrcignsj who were crowned iviih Afintic 
magnificence. 

J Thefe parts of his condudt v.ck alfb 

greatly ^ 
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BOOK « Upon his firft acceflion to the throne he was eafy of ac- 

,- ^1 , . « cefs, but he gradually became fufpicious of his fubjedtg ; 
he had a foreign guard ; he often refufed audience to the 
“ Ruffian nobility, when he admitted the Poles without re- 
“ ferve. He feemed to fummon the privy-counfellors only 
“ for the purpofe of turning them to ridicule. If a Ruffian 
“ lodged a complaint againft a Pole, he could never obtain 
juftice, and infult was even added to injury. Probably this 
“ infblence was the chief caufe of his fubfequent misfor- 
“ tunes ; and his fall would at leaft have been retarded, if he 
** had endeavoured to conciliate the affe<Shon of the principal 
nobles. 

But the circumftance which principally contributed to 
his lofs of popularity, was the little reverence which he 
“ profefled for the ceremonies of the Greek church. Upon 
** his firft arrival at Mofcow he entered the two cathedrals 
with drums beating, and trumpets founding ; he paid no 
“ refpedl to the clergy ; he made no diftindlion between 
fafts and feftivals ; would neither bow nor crofs himfelf 
before the facred paintings ; he profaned the churches by 
admitting foreigners at the time of divine fervice, and 
** ftill more by the number of dogs which followed him 
upon the fame occalion. • 

“ He was not only fo much attached to the Poliffi cuftoms 
and drefs as to prefer them upon all occalions ; but he even 
“ ridiculed the Ruffian manners, and in every inftance de- 

greatly mifreprefented, L’Evefquc aiTertSy diO^e par la haine, n*eft ni vraifemblable 
^ith great appearaiK^ of probability^ that ** ni confirmee par Tancienne chronique que 
thefe reports of his incontinence were not ** nous fuivons, et qui parait fidele* On 
founded in truth, and particularly denies that pent cn croire que Dmitri fut uh unpof- 
the princefs Irene was facrl 5 cedtohis dellres. ** teur ; mats rten ne fait foupcooner, qu’il 
On a itrit, qu’eJle avoit cd rcfcrvcc pour “ fut adonn^ a de falcs debauches.*’ V, III. 
•♦ ferviraux plaiiirs brutaux du bourreau p» 202. 

** de fa faniille ; mais cette accufatioU| 

6 
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“ viated from the examples of the. tzars liis predeceflors. chap. 
** Inllead of fliowing himfelf to the people feldom, and nnly . * . 
“ Upon extrordinary occafions with a large retinue, he was 
“ accuftomed to traverfe the llreets without any fuite but a 
few fervants ; he commonly rode, and, as he was an ex- 
“ cellent horfeman, he was generally mounted upon the 
“ moft fiery fteeds ; he huntal frequently ; he had mufick 
at his repafts ; he never flept at mid-day ; he never bathed. 

“ Thefe trifling circumftances were at that time regarded in. 

fo ferious a light, that the omiflion of them rendered him 
“ the obje£lof general hatred; uindit was commonly reported, 
that the perfon who could fhow fuch a diftafte for the cuf- 
toms of his country, could never be defeended from the 
“ race of its ancient fovereigns. It was an obvious inference, 

“ to confider the del'pifer of his fubje<5ls as their enemy. 

“ Under fuch circumftances his deftru(ftion feemed inevit- 
** able ; and yet near a year elapfed before any tumult 

“ broke 


* Mr. Muller, in this place, relates an 
account of a match with fiiow balls be- 
tween the Ruffian foldiers and the Poles ; 
when the latter were faid, at the command 
of Demetrius, to have filled their fnow -balls 
with fand and fiones, by which the Ruffians 
(blaueAugen und blutigeKoepfe bekamcn} 
received many black eyes and bloody heads. 
Such abfurd acciifations do not merit any 
ferions refutation. JMany other idle talcs 
are alfo gravely related againft him ; *and 
indeed every circumftance of his condih^l 
feems to have been malevolently interpreted. 
Among the public diverfions which he gave 
in honour of his marriage was a fire-work, 
in which a dragon was reprefented with 
three heads fpitting out flames. Such a 
fpeftacle, being uncommon in the country, 
affrighted the Ruffians; and it was report- 
ed, that the tzar had contrived it on purpofe 
to alarm fubje^ts* The Poles were not 


wanting upon this and all other occafiont 
in ridiculing the ignorance and fimplicity of 
the Ruffians, which incrcafed the hatred 
againil them and the fovercign who pro* 
tested them, A woodca tovver was alfa 
conftni^led near the city, which, upon a 
certain day, was to be attacked with a can- 
nonade and flormed. After the aflaffination 
of Demetrius, Vaffili Shuifki publicly iif- 
ferted in a manifefio, that it was the in- 
tention of Demetrius to have taken the op- 
portunity, which the fionning of this tower 
prefented, of maflacring many inhabitants 
of Molcow. The gates of the city were to 
be fuddenly fhui ; the cannon to be fired 
among the people aflemblcd upon the oc- 
cafion ; and thofc who cfcaped were t(» be 
hewn in pieces by thcOiflaci andStrclitz* 
At the fume time the Ruffian nobles were 
to be murdered by the Polilh troops. This 
account, fb improbable in itfelf, is only 

fupported 
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BOOK « broke out againft him. At length his niarriage with a 
« — ^ “ foreign' lady clofed the fcene ; and it Would have been a 
wonder if he had continued any longer upon the throne.’’ 

Having in. Poland betrothed himfelf to Marina, the 
daughter of the palatine Mnifchek, he difpatched a fplendid 
erabalTy into that country to demand her in marriage: the 
efpoufals were performed at Cracow ; and the bride, having- 
made her entry into Mofcow, accompanied with a large fuite 
of Poles, %as lodged in a nunnery until the folemnization Of 
the nuptials : during this interval he difturbed the devotion 
of the holy fifterhood with rq>eated feafts, concerts, and balls, 
whereby he excited publick horror, as the facrilegious vio- 
lator of religious difcipline. By this^ infatuated behaviour 
he inflamed the difaffedlion of his fubjeas to fuch a degree, 
that a regular confpiracy was concerted againft him. The 
leader of this confpiracy w'as prince Vaflili I vanovitch Shui/ki, - 
the fame perfon who had owed his life to the lenity pf De- 
metrius ; and on whom this ad of clemency had no other 
effed than to render him more cautious in his fubfequent 
machinations againft his benefador. Demetrius had fre- 
quently received intimations from different quarters of a 
projeded infurredion. The popular odium betrayed itfelf 
by the moft alarming fymptoms. Perfons were heard crying 
in the ftreets, “ The tzar is an heretic worfe than a Turk, and 
“ not the fon of Ivan Vaflilievitph.” But, either from na- 
tural magnanimity that braved all danger, or from the in- 
coufidcrate levity of his charader, which would not attend to 
it, he Avas infenfible to all thefe prognoftics ; and by obfti- 

fi pi'A rted by the fxippofcd confeffion of two it to have been a calumny, invented by Vaf- 
r iibh nobles, to whom Demetrius is faid to. fiii Shui&i, to render the memory of his 
have revealed it a day or two before his af- rival more odious* See S. R. C. vol. V. 
faiTination i but we may iinorcjuftly believe 342—346* 

natdy 
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nately perfevering iij his obnoxious and unpopular mode of 

condudi, feemed almoft to invite the deftrudUon which » w-^ 

awaited him. 

The infurredlion broke out early in the morning on the 
a 7th of May. The confpirators poflefled thcmfelves of the 
principal avenues leading to the city ; the great bell in the 
Kremlin, the common lignal of alarm, was tolled; and a 
confufed cry was fpread among the people that the Poles 
were preparing to maflacre the inhal)itants. Valiili Shuifki, 
who had fecretly fomented and inflamed tlie public difeon- 
tents, led the way to the palace, bearing a crofs in one 
hand, and a fabre in the other, accompanied by a vaft mul- 
titude armed with the firft weapons which chance prefented. 

This party, having dverpowered the guards, burft open the 
gates of the palace, and ruflied towards the apartment of 
Demetrius. The latter, awakened by the tumult, fummoned 
the few guards who were immediately about his perfon, and 
Tallying, without a moment’s deliberation, againft his aflail- 
ants, hewed down feveral of the foremoft ; being foon over- 
born by numbers, he attempted to retreat into the interior 
part of the palace ; but, clofely prefled by his purfuers, he 
precipitated himfelf from a window into a court, and diflo- 
cated his thigh with the fall. 

Being difeovered in this deiflorable condition, he was con- 
veyed back t<^the palace, and brought before V aflili Shuiflei, 
who loaded him with reproaches for his impofture. Not 
difmayed, however, with the menaces of his enemy, he per- 
fifted ^ in maintaining himfelf to be the real Ton of Ivan 
Vaflilievitch II. and, as a proof of the truth of his aflertion, 

* Mr. Muller fayi, all the Ruffian writ, the convent to obtain the tzarini’i declara- 
ers declare, that he confefled bit impodurej tion, when hi$ own confeffion would have 
but it is certain that he did not ; other* been fully fufficient ? 
wife, why did Vaffili Shuilki repaif to 

VOL. I. c c c 
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appealed to the tp^inpiiy tlie 

neighbopnngj convent of. ¥i^ovIrfkpi^^ 
confiftency pf'.ixW ^verations coade^^ 'a 
fipn ppppCroany of the'i^^ foMiersi who peremptorily 
4^t4|-ed>’ t^at Ine^^ wbhld prpted luipf^f^^ all Mjury, unleft 
Marm .FeOdoipfpa fp^ him as her jfoh. On 

this hneXpcfted dfeclaratiph, Vaffiii Shnifkh atcpmpahied 
with fothp Ruffian npblef of his party, repaired to the cohf 
vent, arip returned inftahtiy* with the follb*^mg aftlwer 
from that prihcefs; “ That the real Demetrius was flain at 
Ugtitz ; that the perfon who at: prefent alTumed Kis name 
was an impoftor ; and th^ Ihe had been conftrained by 
A menaces to acknowledge him as her Ibn.’^ Upon the de- 
livery of this meflagej the unhappy monarch was inftantly 
faerificed to tlie fury of his enemies. Neither was their ven- 
geance appci^ed by his dfeath, but extended even to his in- 
animate corpfe;' it was pierced with repeated wounds, ftripped 
naked, and expofed’ for three days in the llreets to the infults 
of the populace ; it was then depofited in the public charnel^- 
houlej and afterwards * reduced to afties, from a notion that 
the earth wotddi. be; polluted by the interment of fo unholy 
abody#' ' 

The affa^natibh of Demetrius was followed by a general 
tumult : the hpuie^^bf alh thie fo were pillaged, . and 

not only the Poifes^ who fell into tpe hahdsof^e people, but 
even many Ruffians who wore the PolHh dfefsj Were maf- 

* It fttcms, by Oilier acGount«) thac.tb« ' from the mouth of a canaon,’* Schmidt, 
body waafirjft buric 4 without the city; and 'Bi\ G. voi. L p# 562. The author of the 
the rmdtitude flocked imct'btiichi.to the Ruffian Inipofror alfo writes, The peopld 
place, ** The common people bt^leycd that ** dixg up his poor carcafs out of an obfcure 
** muflck was heard ia the nlii:ht,<a]^ that g^ave;;: and afrer a repeHtioh of barba* 
fpedtrea were fccn hqyerthg a^out tha « ritics upon him, they burnt the body« 

** place where he was buried. Foit tbeib andfcattemdtfaie.affie8m the a X2S» . 

** real^ the body was dug iqp, amL ihat 

'#■ 2 lacred. 
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Though this fta^ of auarchy lafted only ten |iours, 
yet more than two thburaiid j^rfoti^ lOft their lives. '/ 1rh^‘ ' . ' ■ 
dreadful fcene was finally cktfed by the. eleftion of Vaffili ’ 
Ivanpvitch Shuifki to the throne of JRuflia. Manifefbs i* 
were immediately pubiiftied, ih which the new tzar juftified 
his condnd, and detailed the hiftory and adventures of his . 
predeceffor, whom he pronounced an adventurer, whofe real 
name was Griika Otrepief. He afcribes to him an intention 
of extirpating the principal Ruffian nobility, and of intro- 
ducing the Roman catholic religion into Ruffia ; he accufes 
him of holding a correfpondence with the pope for that pur- 
ppfe t he inlinuates that he had even promifed to cede the 
provinces of Smqlenfko and Severia to the king of Poland ; 
he reprefents him aa an heretic and a forcerer ; he difplays, 
in the moft odious colours, his averfion to the manners and 
cuftoms of the Ruffians, his attachment to foreigners ; 
and expatiates with much art upon every part of his cha- 
rafter which might excite the public hatred and abhorrence. 

A fe w days after wards a mauiftno appeared in the name of 
thu iizarina Maria Feodoroliia; m which Ihe apologizes for 
haying owned the irapoftor or her fon, and again acknow- 
ledges that the real Demetrius was alTaffinated atUglitz; 
that the impoftor, upon their full: interview near Mofcow, 
hrll accofted her alone and fhreateued her and her family 
with the moft, cruel torments, if Ihe refufed to recognize him 
as her offspfjlig. * 

* Mr. Muller found thefe mnaifcflos in Margaret, on the contrai^”, 'vho was pro- 
the archives, of Tflicrdin. S. R. 0. 547. bably prefeht at this interview, fays cxprcls- 
364. 366. ly, “ apriis conferences d*ah griart d'heur, 

+ Habc mit ihr geredet ohnedafs jemand “ en prefence de$ m$ h nobles h ceux dt 
von den Boiaren, odcr andcru Lenten, da- la iJtc. p. 125# 
fc)*u doerfen. S. R* G. vol, V.jp. 3^7* 

- C c c a 
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All thefe 

entertained by the of tiie R^ 

imjpenal defcintV ■ A ejijie^kfed j 

and feme v took pace, in whicA^ V 

ShuUki narrowly efcaped deRrudidn. Ih this critic^i Rate 
of afl&irs he had teconrfe te the following s for the 

purpdfe of appealing the pilblic fnfpicions. A rnteour being 
Ipread, that the body of the young prince, forinerly mur- 
dered at UgUtz, had perfomied miracles; a 'deputation of 
feveral bifliops and nobles was fent to that town to take up 
the hallowed corpfe from the fepulchre, and to tr^port it 
to Mofeow. • 

** Upon opening the tomb,” relates Mr. Muller from the 
Ruflian archives, ** an agreeable odour filled the whole 
“ chufeh ; the body, was unotffrupted, and the very clothes- 
“ entire ; one of his hands grafped jfbme nuts that were 
** fprinkled with blood, and which the young prince had^ 
^ been eating at the infiant of his afiafiination. His relics 
“ were carried in great Rate to Mofeow : cn their approach 
♦*^10 the dty they were met by. Vaflili Shuifki, the. Widow of 
“ Ivan Yaflilievitch 11. and a large coneburfe of people, and; 
*Vdepofited with. much folemnity in the cathedral’ of St* Mi- 
** ebaek . During tlpiprocefiion many troubled with various 
“ diforders wer^ miraculouily reftored to health : after the 
« body had been placed, in tho eathedral, thirtden lick perfons^ 
^ declared themlelves to have been relieved” of their com- 
“plaints by the ihterpofition of - thta. faint ; and the fame 
“ number \yere healed on the enfuing day 

Let us contraft this aGCdunt with the relation of the oppo- 
fite party* “ On the 4th of June a difpute concerning De- 
>i . f f S, R, G;'to 1 . V. p. 371. 


“ metrius 
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^tnetrius arofe betweea theStrelitz and the people^ \vho af- 
^ ilaased that he was not an impoftor. The tzar and the »■— > « 
“ hoyars cry out, The people Yhall’ have ocular convi<aion 

that the true Demetrius was killed at Uglitz ; his body is 

how removing to MoTcow, and has performed many hu- 
** pendOus miracles. The boyars procured a poor man's 
« Child, about thirteen years of age, cut its tfiroat, and having 
“ committed it for a few days to the ground, conveyed it to 
“ Mofcow, fliowed it to the people, and declared this w'as the 
“ true Demetrius, whole body, although fo long interred, was 
“ ftill uncorrupted, which the foolilli multitude believed,. 

“ and were appeafed 

The reader wi>l judge which of thefe two accounts is raoft; 
likely to be true. 

Thefe are the principal circumftances in the adventures- 
of the perfon, who feated hirafelf upon the Ruffian throne 
under the name of Demetrius. His hiftory is greatly in- 
volved in contradiilion.and obfeurity : unbiafled, however, 
by the prejudices of either party, let us compare with can- 
dour their oppofite reprefentations ; and endeavour to afeer- 
tain, whether he were an impoftor, or the real fon of Ivan. 
¥affilievitch II. 

They who contend that he , was an impoftor^ thus relate 
his hiftory. He was of the family of OtrCpief ; his real name 
was George, which, upon his afluriiing the monaftic habit 
in the fourteenth year of his age, he changed into Gregory,, 
and was generally known by the appellation of Grilka + 
Otrepief : for fome time he refided at Sufdal,. and having 
afterwards wandered from convent to convent, he was con- 
fecrated deacon in the monaftery of Tehudof at Mofcow, , 

^ Payerne in SchmWt Ruff. Gef, vol. J; Jittle Gregory. He was called alfo Rurtriga^^ 
p, 364. or Deferterj from- having quitted 1; is 

•f Grilka, in the Ruffian -tongue, fignifici vent. 

Vylxtrfc 
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BOOK where he wa$ employed by J^e pattri;^^ i^raniGribing 
books fon the fervige of the gburch. ft is iik>t afceitaih^, 
even from thefe accpuots of his life, at wh^ period he 
firft ftyled l^felf P Some report, tMi l^hile 

he contiQ|^|d in the monaftery of Tchiidof, he bbt^ed 'the 
moft minute information relative to the perfon and character 
of the prince, aii^ even : began to afliime his name, for 
which he was deemed mfane, and excited the laughter of the 
monks. Others relate, that he was in pofleflioh of feveral 
jewels which had formerly belonged to Demetrius ; and, 
having one day declared that he iliould afcend the throne of 
Ruflia, he was confined, by p;rder of Boris Godunof, jn a 
diftant monaftery, from whence he efcaped into Poland ; 
his adventures in which country ha^e been already deU- 
neated. On the contrary, Margaret, who aflerts that he is 
the true Demetrius, gives the following detail. 

Demetrius, being refoued from aflTaflination by the fubfti- 
tiition of another ^nid, was fecretly educated in Ruflia 

. until 

^ The. prmcipal objection agamll ihe ac- ** cciTion, and tltc poftcrity of that hoiife, 
cmuU of Margaret arifcs from the diHficnky He is kept in a remote place from Molko, 
rubftltiuing a child in the plate of Dc- ** under the tuition of his mother, and her 
metrius, particularly if tht fon of his nurfe ‘‘ kindred of the houfc of the Nagaies ; yr/ 
veas one of the and as Vaflili “ (as I have heard),/5v;tf 

Sluiilki is faid to' have l?xa^&d; the b “ pra^ke of fome that afpire 

.of the deccalcd, foon^aftcjr^tfle^7ppofed to the jfuccejfiQn^ {f this emperor die ^without 

lailiHation. In anlwcr tc^'pisjlt tjfiu*' Fletcher’s Ruffia, 'V. 
laid, that, his mother Jl ell aflez a prefappofer,” as Margaret 

to be upon her guard^a®hli jidlly obfervcs, A tpie ia mefe les autres^ 

of BoriV-Godunof ; Jr is evident that • *'* &(?; voyant cc butou le dit Boris tendoit,* 

fuch attempts had preVbus to ^^Veflayefent par tout maycosi deli vrcr |’nn- 

the airalBnatioh, ffOin tij^followb^ font dti danger ou Gr je fcay 

fage in Fletcher, v^lid uas 10 ct je crois qvic IW confciTcra qu’il n’y 

beginning of Feodor^ reign, Bctfddi the avoit niil autre moycn qrie dele changer 
‘ ‘ emperor that how ct cn fuppofer un autre c« fa place, ct le 

“ nor ever like to have,' "A faire nourrir fecretemcnt, cn attendant 

inorc, a child of fix hr fevchyeaWd^^ le temps ne changeroit ou envpechemit 
Aja wiiQ^i rclicth all the hope of tfre'Tuc- point les delTcinfi du dit Boris Federvits* 
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wntil the election of Boris Godunof, when he w.is conveyed 
into Poland under the care of the monk. Grilka, which after- 
wards gave rife to the report that Grifka had perfonated De- 
metrius. As a proof that they were two diffind pcrlbns, 
he informs us, that Boris Godunof fent repeated exprefles to 
his guards upon the frontiers, to prevent all travellers from 
quitting the country, even Ihould they be provided with 
pafljKjrts, for there were t-m traitors who were endeavouring 
to efcape into Poland. Margaret adds, Grilka was thirty- 
live years of age, and Demetrius fcarcely twenty-four ; he 
accompanied the new tzar to Mofeow, and was leen by many 
in that city, being a perfon well known, and having a bro- 
ther who polTeflecl gn eftate near Galitz : he was notorious 
before his flight into Poland for his infolence and drunken- 
nefs, and, on account of his milcondud, he was baniflicd by 
Demetrius to Yaroflaf. Margaret, moreover, was informed 
by an Englilh merchant of Yaroflaf, well acquainted with 
Grifka, that the latter, upon the news of the tzar’s death, 


“ C'c qa*i(s cfftc^ucrcnt fi bien que nuts, 

** Fors fcrix de la panic n’cii feurent lien,” 
&c. p. 154. 

With refpeft to the privity of the nurfe, 
and her fon, the witneis of the bell-ringer, 
and the teftimony of Valhli Shiiifki, 
Ti^Evcfque makes the following judicious * 
obfervations. 

“ Mais CCS c ire or, fiances font dies bien 
“ confirmees. Tons les alTaflins du tanre- 
vitch furent mafiacres prclqu’ auifi-tot 
4 ^ quails eurent comniis ce crime. 11s n*ont 
“ point etc interrogos, on u’a ricn fu d^ 

** leur bouche. Un ibimcur de la cathc- 
drale fut temoin dii meurrre de Dmitri. 

“ Mais qui a rccu fon temoignage ?’ Eft il 
“ m^me certain que ce temoin ait exilic ? * 
“ Si les aflalfins fuicnt trompes, n*ait il pai 
“ pu Tetre lui meme, et prendre pour le 
“ tzarevitch im enfant dii mime^gc ! Ne 
“ c^vient-on-pas que Boris, &c. Mais 
“ i^uilki mais Clcchnin furent envoyes 


“ a Onglitch par Boris ; ils virent ct rc- 
“ conniirent le corps dii tzar/vitcli ct 
“ lui rendirent les honnenrs funebres. Eh! 
“ fait on ce qifont vu ccs deux cmiiniircs 
“ de Boris, ce qnh'ls lui ont rapportc cn 
•• fccret ? Le corps meme qiiMs cxaminc- 
“ rent, defigure par dcs blclfurt s, ct gnrde 
“ long-temps fans etre embniiniC, dcvalt 
“ ctre mcconnaifihble. On ignore abfolu- 
‘ ment ce qu’ils ont dccoiivert, ct cc qu'ils 
‘ ont penfe. S*ils ont debiic ?t leur retour 
* line fable conccrt^c entr’eux et Ic mi- 
‘ nifirc, ils i/ont pii dans le fuitc faire 
‘ conmiirrc lit verir6, fans avouer qu’ila 
‘ avoient etc dcs fourbes vendus i un fec- 
“ l^rat,” &c. Vol. 111 . p. 227. — In a word, 
the belief that a child was fubftituted in 
the place of Demetrius, though liable to 
many objeft ions, is yet attended vvith much 
fewer difticulfics, than the notion that the 
tzar who reigned under the name ofDemt- 
trius was an imp.oftor, 

and: 
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BOOK and even after the eledion of Vaffili Shuifki, folemnly pro- 
tefted that the faid Demetrius was the real fon of Ivan Vaf- 
illicvitch ; and that he himfelf was Grifka Otrepief, who had 
conduced the prince into Poland. Soon afterwards Grifka 
was conveyed to Mofcow by order of Vaffili Shuifki, and to- 
tally difappeared 

If this narrative is authentic, according to the confeffion 
of Mr. Muller, it completely refutes the reprefentation of the 
oppofite party. In what manner then does this ingenious 
author attempt to difcredit the pofitive teftimony of Mar- 
garet ; for uix)n this the whole queftion feems to turn. 

But how,” fays he, can we imagine, that any one could 
“ ever hold two perfons to be the fame individual, at a time 
« when the contrary could be fo eafily ’proved ?” The con- 
trary indeed could be eafdy proved during the reign of De- 
metrius, when Grifka was at Mofcow or at Yaroflaf, and at a 
time when few Ruffians doubted the fail ; but the afler- 
tion was not fo eafy to be refuted when Grifka was fent no 
one knows where, and when no perfon durft contradict the 
manifefto of Vaffili Shuifki. “ Let us fuppofe,” adds Mr. 
Muller, “ that the oppofite party, in defiance of all truth, 
had firft invented fo groundlefs a fable ; let us fuppofe, 
“ that Grifka was immediately baniffied, as foon as the 
“ enemies of Demetrius had made the latter pafs for that 
‘‘ monk; how does it happen. that no writer, befide Mar- 

“ garet I, has taken notice of fo remarkable a circumftances ?” 
. ■ 

^ Margaret, 1 5a to 1 57. ^ fcrti, that Dcmctriua wa« the natural fon of 

t Margaret, however, does not (land fin* Stephen Bathori king of Poland, which is 
gle in fupppfing Gnlka and him who paffed fufficient to fliow that the rej>6rt waj rife 
for Demerrius to be d id M perfon*. For, at that time of Grifka and the other being 
among others, Conrad BiilTau, who wa# * different perfons, S» R. G. vol. V, p. 191. 
prefent at Mofcow during the trouble*, af. ‘ 


It 
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It is generally allowed that one godd evidence ought to 
outweigh a croud of prejudiced witneffes, fo that if Margj- s— vrr- 
ret’s credibility is fuperidr to that of his opponents, we mutt, 
though he ftands Angle, affent to the truth of his account. 

And who arc the writers whofe authority is preferred to that 
•of Margaret? The native hiftorians, who wrote after the 
acceffion of Vaflili Shuifki.-^But their teftimony cannot 
be admitted in this cafe j for could any Ruffian venture 
to contradidl the manifefto of the fovereign, or call in quef- 
tion the fandity of the relics eftablilhed by a decree of the 
ehurch^^? . 

It muft be cohfeffed, however, that there is one author 
,who is dot liable*to thefe fufpicions. “ Petreius,” continues 
Mr. Muller, has given, in many inftances, the moft exaft 
♦* intelligence; and he has demonftrated the impofture of 
<< the falfe Demetrius with many proofs. Is it poffible, 
therefore, to fuppofc him ‘ignorant that Demetrius and 
Griflca Were two different perfons, if that fa61: had been 
*** well grounded r” Here then the teftimony of Petreius 
is put in the fcaie with that of Margaret, both foreigne/s> 

* It iTTRy perhaps be thought by matiy procecfding will not appear unjnftifiahlc% 
too bold to ief alide the authority of all the Of all the Rulfjan writings relating to the 
Rnllinn hiilorians, who mhy be fuppofed to hiftory of Dcnietriiw, cited by Mr, Muller^ 
have obtained better iiitcliigcnce than fo- •the priiuipal are the aianifcilos of Shul/lvi, 
icigners. but Mr, Muller calls in queftion and a manufeript account of the troubl'c/i, 
the. teftimony of a Ruffian embalTador in coiiij)il<;ilby orde^ of the tzar Michncl, nuti 
favour of l)emetriii3, becaufc he wrote #it a knt to the king of France as a juliificaium 
time when the latter was upon the throne, of the war entered iiiio agaitift Sweden-, 
and acknowledged by the, whole nation: But fuch documents ilfning from govern- 
for the fame reafpn, therefore, we muft fet went nnift in .this inftance be allowed 
afide theevidence of the Ruffians who wrote to be very exccptionnble records.— In all 
after his aflaffination, ^ind at a time when affairs, wherein the national prejudices are 
hiis being an impoftor was made an articlj; not concerned, the evidence of a njtrivc is 
of the public faith. to be preferred to that of foreigners j but 

And,indeed,if it isconfidered ffomivhat the teftimony of the latter becomes fupe- 
fufpicioiis memorials the Ruffian authorsimift fior, when the former are warped by fear 
ha\'e drawn their materials, this mode of or piejiidicc. 

VoL. I. ‘ D d d both 
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prejudices p| Ruffians,* aiid yet both of diffei^init fenti- 
' ments, us therejfore examine their chafaiSter aiid fitu- 

•l’* ■' ‘A , ; yi.-.i '!( .* ■ f- ■ -'''i .f \ ;i i* " ' ■ "*' 

latippi coniider v^hether there aife any 

render one writer rtibre wbr^y of credit than the 
pllibl'. .^argaret was a Frenchman^ Wh the RujHian 

iervice i4 ^ reign of Boris' Gbdunof, was prefent ih the 
army which wasfent out againfl Demetrius, and always bbled 
with -approved bravery and fidelity. Aftehvards, when De- 
metrius afcended the throne, he'was continued in his fefvice 
as captain of the guards. He poffeired, therefore, ttiany op- 
portunities of inveftigatihg his real biRory ; and he has 
recorded it in a wbrk which, upon his return to France, 
he publiffied at the command' bf 'Henry IV. ^ 

iSir. Muller, however, pbjbfts to the authenticity of Mar- 
garet’s narrative in the following words. “ A witiiefs of this 
“ fort would not be admitted in any court of juftice, and 
“ cannot, in this inftahcb, merit our belief. His judgement 
‘‘ mightbe warped/partly from confiderihg it as a difgrace 
, ” to have engj^ed iii thb ferviCe of an impoftor, and partly 
<< frond not beipg well ufed by the oppofite party after the 
‘‘ death of the Mfe Demetritts. Hence he might be enticed, 
“ from motives df refentment, to brand with infandy the 
“ enemies of Demetriusi and to treat as falfehoods all 
“ the reports of. the irnppttor’s rep origin. V^e 
“ fore, accufe Margaret either of haying advanced a falfe- 
“ hood, or fuppofe that he had heard of ariother Qtrepief, 
‘fwho was at thp tipf p>i^ht dt Mbfeowj 
“ firangely confounds wiffiE Grilka^^^ ; i 

* Eilat de I'&npire ^ 

f 8. R. G. voJ. V; p. jS* and 153." j, . , . ' 

: .4 ' 7' , This 


BOOK both prefent at Mofcbw af ihl^me-bt thb' iniufrb^ibn, 
and both fupiiofed to be finhiaffed by the dvil a^ 
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. This is the only oljje<Stion wluch even the ingenui^ of 
Sir. Muller can urge agunft Market. ^ ^ « ; / 

Petreius, whofe authority is lb fondly prefeited to that of 
M^garet, was rninifter* from Charles IX. king of S weden 
to the Qpurt of Mofcow in the reigns of Boris Godunpfy 
Demetrius, and Vaflili Shuilki. The clofe cohneilion of 
Demetrius with Sigifmond king of Poland, the inveterate 
enemy of Charles IX. induced the latter to tender his alfitt- 
ance to Boris Gkidunof, upon the hrll entrance of the new 
claimant into Ruflia. Charles is alfo reprefented as greatly 
alarmed at the fuccefs of Demetrius, and immediately after 
his airailinatlon entered into a, treaty of the ftridleft amity 
with Vaflili Shuilki. It was therefore the intereft of 

the Swedifli court ^o reprefent Demetrius as an impoftor, 
and Petreius, as Swedilh minifter, was obliged to counte- 
nance the report patronized, by his mafter. But if vve fliould 
even allow that Petreius was not influenced in bis judge- 
ment by the politics of his own court, yet as an author, 
he is liable to great exception ; for the numberlefs fidli- 
ons and grofs mifreprefentations, which he retails in his 
Chronicle, prove his extreme pronenefs to credulity f. 
Whereas, on the contrary, the credibility of Margaret 
Hands unimpeached, and even the penetrating fagacity 

* Palin’s Gefchiclitc von Schwcdcn,voh ** do'rNikititchRomanof; but he ddivcrrd 
IV. p* 475. ^MtrohisbrotherAlexanderjWhogave '.ttoa 

f Mr. Muller Ivas noticed < arid cbifrc( 5 led third called John, who prefetued it to .a 

innumerable errors relative to the mod im- fourth called Michael. The latter pa ifccl it 

portant trahfaftions in the ^Chronicle of to another nobleman ; atlaftthcfxar threw 
Petreius^ It vi^ot^ld be cndlcfs to mention “ the feeptre from him, cryinjr out in a pal- 
thpm#. I (hall therefore only relate one, fion, ‘ Take it who svill;’ upon which 
which will urigucftionably prove tljc credu- Boris took it up, and the tzardied.immedi- 

lity of Betreiria. ** Keodor Ivanpvltch, ■ ’ fays ** ateiy.” This idle fable is contradi^Slcd by 
that author, ** upon his death-bed, being the moft aiuhcntick records, by the whole 
requefted'by.tbc nobility to name a fuccef. hiftoryof the fiibfcquent clcAion of Boris 
«* for, anfwcred, * That perfon to whom I Godunof ; and yet this is the writer whofc 
** (hall deliver my fccptre‘lhall be tzar afitcr authority is oppofed to Margaret. See 
me.’ Soon afterwards be offered it to Feo- S. R. G. vol. V. p. 64, 5 fC. 

D d d a of 



of- Mr. Mnller 

wv-i-./ trifling errors , moiftent. It appeaVSvthenj , 

that both as to telhroohy 4f M&i>- 

garet is prefl^nlile and if the qa’e^a is- 

to be ultifnatllj^ deeidjed'hy ohe of thef# two wxiiers, whofe* 
nuthofity is th^; rpoft -uh^ael^habb the tzar who reigned^ 
under the naihe df P nd iaipoftor, but the reat i 

Ibh o^ ■ Ivap yal^iev^hih' |hr : 

i fliall how thro^ ti^ether a number of^ jw^tientafs, „ 

which,; in addkioii tO thpie already., eanim^ratedj.induee me : 
to efpoufe the opinion thahthe tzar was no irapoftor-. 

I. The Qondudt of Bpi^ Godunof. a, Suppofed refenj- • 
hlante between the hoai ©eirt^trius apd the perfoh whp', 
ijeighed in his natne. His fijccefs and conducSfe upon the 
throne. 4.. Tehicriony of fifaria Feodorofna. •$, Arguments • 
ufed by the Rhl|ianf t9tprq^e'th6»inn^ 

I. The cpndij^: ojF OOdunof pl^ demonftrates 
that he thought ,1^3 thn;i!e^ Demetrius.. For otherwiie,.. 
why did he hoy prp^u^^ the mother of > 

Demetriu^ and bbtsiin Jh®*; h^vowal that her eon was , 

not alive , , tp^^ un- 

queftionably aftertaiped the impofture of the peifon, who 
clhmed the throne as her. piBipringj, Erobably Boris Go- 
dunof examined her prwately;r andj^. her to perfift 

in her affertion,. that Deraetrius ha^, ef^ from Uglitz,. 
he removed her to a convent at a Cgnfiderahle diftaoce 
from IVtOfcow, that ihe might not gjvfi^^ lhn pre- 

tenfions of his rival. 

• 2. The fuppofed ttefendjiance betweenvthe princp;#^ 

frid^ho was educat€dhtl%htz;*aod the perfon who r^gned^ 

* ** l«rt<>g«ir la mere pour tcmbigf 

•* p^lfuacler l^jpeuple, qU'i| cltoit uo iro^ 

‘^polle^r, 

" 'v ■ unde® 
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wadw his name, comfe n«t under confideration. This re- 
femblance conflfted in a wart under the right eye, ?»iv< in * . -» 
one arm ihoiter than the other. ** But how is it known^” 
lays Mr. Muller upon this head, “ that the prince had thefe 
defeats ? for they are not mentioned in the Ruffian narra- 
“ tives, but are only related by foreigners, who had never: 

“ feen him.. May we not therefore fuppofe them mere in- 
*^‘Ventions, calculated to difplay fome refemblance between 
the true and falfe Demetrius **.’* In anfwer to this we may 
reply, that the Ruffian accounts, evidently compiled long after 
the period in queftion, and chiefly taken from the mani- 
feftos of govern i^ent, would never record any circumftance 
>yhich might tend, in the flighteft degree, to favour any 
likenefs between a perfon whom they flyled an impollor, 
and the young prince. And it may be added, that if the 
tzar alledged the wart under his right eye, and the fliortnefs 
of his arm,, as proofs of his being the real Demetrius, who 
can fuppofethat the prince had hot thefe defeats, .when there 
were fo many perfons of the firft diftindtion who could con- 
tradiil the truth of the report ? “ But even allowing the 
faiff," continues Mr. Muller, ^ the condufion by no means. • 

“ follows, as the ftrongeft refemblance has been frequently, 
“•obferved between two different perlbns j and it. is like- 
wife poffible, that the falfe Demetrius might have imi- 
“ tated a wart in his face, ‘and have feigned a defedt in his • 
“-arm;” It is poffihle, indeed, to account for thefe circum- 
liances in this.raanner ; .flill, however,, they muft be conti-' 
dered, though not as poAtive, yet as ftrong prefumptLve evi- 
dence in his favour, efpecially when joined to many other . 
coUater^ prcwfs. 

3. The fitccCfeof his 'enterprize, and his condudl upan.the 
tlia>ne> .feeni to prove that he was the real Demetrius* fie . 

* S. R. C?. vol. V.p. X90.. # 


entered. , 



entered Ruffia^T^ith 

— as he advane^ ; an^ sd&ou^ tbtdl^de^ea^f^a^ 
deferted by the-l^oj^s, y€t hliarrhy %as 
became rbdi^ irbrrhi^bl| t^ff befbw^^ 
fons of the fiiR ditbin^bh joined all ^uattejrei 

and the nioise hie Mbame jjaiKhaHy know 
the greater nteber p tp HiS' ^ 

Nor did this fe^ owing poptUaiity -in Boris 

Godunpf, whpfe admlnift^ldbn ^ “^eatly rtfi^ed for ifs 
vigour and wifdorn ; it father |>rbccbd6d froma^nei^ cpn* 
viblion that he was Dement t h ; 

WhPil he was feated hpoh ithe throne he did hot abt like 
an impodor. Had he been one, he jvould fcarcely have 
pardoned Vaffili Shuiiki, who had thibwn doubts upon the 
reality of his hefcent. Infireadhf'difbelievmg, as he did, the 
ftrqngeft reports 0f ah impending infurreftion, he would 
have given a ready eahfb the flighteft rumours of plots and 
machinations, and have taken every precaution againft them. 
In a 'vrord, his general Oharabler was as thoughtlefs and in- 
confiderate as it was open and lincere ; and, above all, his 
ffeedom rtom? fufpiciott hnd jealouf^ were, incompatible with 
the principlcif of an ufurper 

A. 3;5hec»ndu£t.nf hIaria F^odorofna muft fte admitted as 
fupporting the fame fide of the queftion. After having 


♦ “ Puis parlous,” fays Margaret, dc 
“ fa clcmence, envers iin ch^cun apces qii’il 
“ jfut rcccu en MofcOj ct prihdpalcment 
“ envers Vacilli ChOiitfqui, l^uel con« 
“ vaiocu dc trahifon, £cc, Ct racfmes fttt le* 
dit DemctrUiV prii ^ar tout les afiftanf 
Je,Ie farrc mourir,. ycu qij'il ^effait tOu- 
jours trouv5 pertnrbati?ur IStf^epo 
lie. je pdrle cpmmc Ayadt oujr ct yen 
Ic tour dc incs orcillcs. Ccihpn obftaat . 
** 11 iuy pardonna, combien que Dcaietjrms 


^ fjavoit bicn -quo «ui li'ofoit aifpircr ^la 
*» epufonne quiJla' dit^ raailbn dc Ohouitf- 
quL II pardo^d pttlS i plufieurs auttes ; 
** ca;r U cllmt fatia fov^ 

sni fe furlchity c6u^^ aucone 
** ebeife, tleiift eti juftefujet dc erpire Ics ma- 
chirtatipnset trahifoi*icomplott&^ tram- 
** coutre ft l^ifonncydcs quells 
^VaiTcz a4?my, et y euft pt m 
grande facilirt,” 
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openly acknowledged for her fon, ftie is faid to have 
pnhUckly difowned hi^n.; If l»th,the avowal arid denial were w,. ’.. 
equany publidcjthey both might equally have been extorted 
^y fear ; and het tefompqy ^nuft be confidered as null, i^or 
what credit can that woman deferve who could at one 
time admit a perfon to be her fon, and at another rejedl 
him as fuch ? ^ We may ,obferve|‘ however, this difference^ 
that in t^ former infbnce foe owned him in perfon ; in the 
latter, fhe was not confronted with him, but her anfwer was 
brought by yaffiU §h\foki ^j, Who was moft interefted to 
prove him an irapoftor. It therefore follows, that if (as 
feems tobe the cafe) her avowal was publick, and her denial 
was not, the fofmer is more to.be depended upon than the 
litter, and her teftimony muft be admitted in his favour +. 

5. The very arguments advanced by the Ruffians to afeer- 
tcin his impofture, ftrongly eftablifo the contrary jx>lition. 

For how was the reality of his imperial defeent invalidated 
by his being a forcerer,;an heretic, or a mufician, by his 
prediledtibn to the Poles, not bowing to the image of St. Ni- 
cholas, not bathing, eating veal, and fuch frivolous accufa- 
tions J. Does not the adoption of thefe nugatory inlinua- 

* Mr, Muller fays, Vaffili Shiiifki took poned to fb late a period ? and why wai flic 
t&e trouble of repairtug Jifim/cl/ to convent ^ not confronted wdth the tzar, when he ib 
Gab fich fclbft die muehe. repeatedly appealed to her tellimony as the 

f The Ruffian authors a(rert, tbat at the ftrongeft proof of his being the real Dcmc- 
tirtic when the relics were conveying to trius? Have we not every reafon to con- 
Mofeow, file publickly retracted the former elude, cither that llie did not ptiblickly ic- 
tcfiimony which file had given ia his favour, tra^ her former afTev orations in his favour ; 
upon their firfi interview near Mofeow ; or that, being in Vaffili SUuitki^s power, the 
confeffing, that flic- had been intluccd by , had been finally compelled to a6t in fubicr- 
threats, as well as from a dcfire of prociir- viency to his mandate ? 
ing her liberty j to acknowledge an *alicn for { Many Ruffians, while they con reffi d 
her foiii But how arc we certain that fhe that he was the real fon of Ivan VaiFilic- 
rcaJIy imadc this publick; confeffion ? Its vitch, denied his right to the throne, ht*- 
truth eniii'clyi refis upon tllc Ruffian papers , caufe h is moj he r being t he fc v c n ! 1 1 w 1 f ( o t 
which cannot be^fieemedadthenttek records* that tzar, he was illcgitunnte, Marg uct, 

But why was her publick recantation poil- p» 

tions 
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BOOK tions befpeak a ^re^t deficiency of fa^faitory 

^ ‘ . t-hpy may inclinei^^ indeed, the Rufiians to believe Jiifti an 
ulurper, but do not iK^ve him one in the'eyes of difpaflionate 
judges. The tm^ reoms to be, that. ,aa j?te begaa 
affection of his fubjet^ by his inconfid^ate contempt of their 
cultoms and religion ; tfiefe, smd many other unfavourable 
reports, calGulated to raife and encreafe the popular odium, 
AVere circulated by the intrigues of Va^li Shuilki, who, upon 
his affafiinatiOn, Was raifed to the throne. 

The fame remarks extend, with ftUl greatervforce, to the 
aflertion, that the body interred at Uglitz was that of the 
real Demetrius from its uncorrupted ftate, and the miracles 
it performed. For the uncorrupted ftate of that body, when 
it Avas firft conveyed to Mofeowy evidently prove it to have 
been fuppofititious ; and the miracles it is faid to have per- 
formed, will convert no profelytes without the pale of the 
Ruffian church. When every other exi>edient failed of con- 
vincing the generality of the Ruffians, that the late tzar was 
an impoftor, recourfe was finally had to pretended mirades 
and facred relics. And it muft be allowed, that this method 
(of convincing an ignorant and fuperftitious people who 
‘doubted (and there were many who doubted) was a ftroke of 
the moft confummate policy as by thefe means the alfer- 
tions of Vaffili Shuilki were fandtified by an ecclefiaftical de- 
cree ; and the impofiure of his rival became an article of 
I)ublick faith. Indeed, fuch is the fuperilition with which 
the ufurpation of *Gri£ka is Jftili maintained, that even at 
this diftance of time no Ruffian hiftorian eoUld venture to 
hint that Demetrius was not aflaffirtated at Uglitz, and that 
the* perfon who afiumed his name was riot Grilka : for it 
would be contradidfing a f^damental principle of belief, 
I and 
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wd rejecting the rdyidcs' of a laifit much revered in Ais 

But it is time tp fiidih this inquiry^^hich is already tbo 
long, r ihall) the^orey conclude in a few words, that 
having endeavoured to exanatoe the hiftoiy of the tzar De- 
metrius without prejudice or parti^ity, I am ftrongly inclined 
to believe that he was notin impoftor, but the real perfonage 
vldlo^enameheafluoaed^^^^ ^ " 

^ For the hiftory of Demetnus, /ee Fe- coactied, as much as ^ffible» the contra- 
treius Mofcov. Chron. Margaretfs Eftat de dldoiy accounts of the different writers: 
la Rdidie, p. x8 and X9*— •xxr—i;^. Fay- and though he has entirely adopted the 
ern th Schmidt. Ruff. Gef. vol. 11 . and par- Ruflian prejudices^ yet he has given the ar- 
ticularly MiiUer*s S* R« G. voU V. p. i8i guihenti of the oppofite party with as much 
to 580.. ingenious^uthor has drawn candour as could be ex[^ed from an au« 

together, in one point of view, principal thor who wrote in Ruffia. 

events ofthis troublefome xra, and has ne* 
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OfJb$ Sc^ift jiytexiefna.---*iifer « 

influence 

ydtffmg tbs bis derntfe 
excluded from blljbare in fbe a^mm0 affairsv-^ 

Proofs ibat bemsas not faifrd fo tbe throne iy tbe wmin^tioh 
of fexyd^Xi and that bis ele^n was mt unarUimus.'-^IfU^ 
furre&ton of tbe Sxx^itt.-^fumult and maffacrei^Xsoxi 
»«</ Peter declared joint foverdignSy^and Sophia regent^<^ 
Probable caufes of that revolution.— -f be eonduB o/Sophia 
jtf/lijied from various afperjons.— Her fall and imprifon'- 
m'ent.—-UnjuJlfy accufed of attempting to ajfajfinate Ptter. 
•^RebeJHon of the ^tx€\yxz.— Defeated. — Fruitlefs attempts 
to ro«v/^'Spphia of a correfpondence mth the rebels,— -She 
afftimes tbe veil.— ^Her death, ' 

BOOK ^ I "' h e R E is fcaicely any portion in the annals of this 
. A countfy mote importapt than the minority of Peter 
the Great, and no charader more grofsly mifreprefented 
than that of his lifter Sophia Alexiefna, who governed 
Ruflia during that period. This iiluftripui prihW^ 
in a very extraordinary ' degree, a yarifety o of perfonal and 
mental accomplilhments ; but as Ihe headOd a party in op- 
polition. to Peter, tho' idolatry, ^ has - b^; nhivorfslly 

paid to his extenftvevgispins, has ^|Eiatly ««^tributed^<^^ 
diminilhing theluliro of' W adroin^^ . ' • 
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^ I was led into thefe lefie^onS from a vifit which I paid 
to the nunnery of Devitz, in the fuburbs of Mofcow, where 
Sophia was confined during the laft feventeen years of her 
life ; and as we have icarcely any knoWl^e of h«r cha- 
racter but through the medium of her adverfaries, I ihall 
throw together a few particulars, which induce me to fee her 


Conduct in a favourable light ; 
her name from that obloquy, 
cuted her memory *. 

♦ Three foreign writeri have principally 
contributed to render the chara^er of So* 
phia extremely odious, 

1. The fifif of thefe WVitera is Gordon, 
in his Life of Peter the Greaf, But his 
teiiimony is in this ihAance extremely ex- 
ceptionable, as weil on account of his noto- 
rious partiality to Peter, as becaufe he was 
particularly prejudiced againfl prince Vadili 
Galitzin, Sophia’s prime minifter, for hav- 
ing degraded his relation and patron gene- 
ral Patrick Gordon, Sec Korb Diarium, 
p. ai6. 

2, The fecond author is La Neuville, in 
his Relation de Id Mofeovie, who digniftes 
himfelf with the title of envoy from the king 
of Poland to the court of Mofcow 5 and is 
generally fuppo&d to have been reiident in 
that city at the time of Sophia’s fall. His 
authority, therefore, is deemed unqueftion- 
able ; and the enemies of this princels have 
not failed td cite it in proof of their alTer- 
tions. Any perfon, however, in the lead 
converfant with the hiftoiy of Ruffia, ^ill 
perceive in this work the groiTcft contra- 
di^ions, and the , irtqft abfurd tal^. The 
author, after loading tlic portrait of Sophia 
with’^nore deceit and cmclty than ever dif- 
graced a Tiberius,, or a Cafar Bprgia, 
affefts the mo^pcifeik knowledge of all the 
fccrct catedls;.^!^^^ her apd prince Ga- 
liwin: he declares ^eir iij teptipn, of mar- 
rying 1 of re-uniting the Gtcek and L^lti 
churches ; of compelling Peter to aflame 
the lupnaflick habit, of, if that failed, of 
ajpTajfihiititig him ; of declaring the childrei^ 


and Ihall endeavour to refeue 
Which has fo unjuftly perfe- 

‘ Sophia 

of Ivan inegltimate; and pf fccuring 
the throne to themfelves and their heirs. 
And as if this chimerical proje<Ji had been 
thought fore of foccefs, he adds, that prince 
Galitzin had flill further views : he hoped, 
that by re-uniting Riiflia to the Roman ca- 
tholic church, he fliould be able to 
obtain the pope’s permiflion (if, as he flat- 
tered himfelf, he ibould forvive Sophia) to 
appoint bis own legitimate fon his fuCceflfor 
to the throne, in preference to thofe whom 
he (hould have by the princefs, while hit 
wifo was alive. But fuch abford accounts 
carry their own refutation, and the writer 
who retails them mud forely deferve no 
degree of credit, even fliould he be “ le 
** temoin oculairc,” as Voltaire ftyles him, 
de ce qui fe paflii.” But the truth is, 
that this envoy to Mofcow is a foppofltitious 
jierfpn : the author was one Adrien Bail- 
let, who flylcd himfelf de la Neuville, 
from a village of that name, in which 
he was born, and was never in Rii^a, 
The Relation de la Mofeovie was publiflied 
at the Hague in 1699 ; and was probably 
compiled by the author from the vague ac- 
counts of Ibme of Peter's adherents, who 
accompanied that monarch into Holland in 
the year 1697, 1 fliall have occafion to men- 
tion further proofs againd the authenticity 
of this performance. 

Sep Menkkni Bibliotheca, where La Re- 
lathHi de la Mdfeovie is mentioned among 
the works of Adrien Bailiet* For an ac- 
count of that author, feeNicerbn Hommes 
liiudres; article Ad, Bailiet. 
c e a 3. Voltaire 
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-^ Sophia ^ 

father, Alex^ liti^h^^itftii 

;ho«fg- ‘Of ,Rotoa9#,.-.jfS^,}i^^ ‘^erlA.lU- 

mtch^ v.jeconaiSv^'fP-KWifa 

!GrUofi%| 9 f 0f J^jp^^jiibyrhe^oraxer he h^jFite^r, 
Ivan, arid whom w?® ; % 

tho la|t(^,.l?^r the, . 4 ; i^og Mwrw’s life, her family 
wmdiftingui^]^ Vf '1^4 a cpniiderable in> 

duetice I hut a^ hezv^deeeaj^ ^ miRsin 
JSfahdia, their power wg| 

of the Nariikins, who fpcdseded ^to thp ponfidenee and fa- 
VQ^ of theis'fovereignw.. Hehcetwo paeties ^etefor 
the court ; and perpetrial^uarrels took plaoe^^^^h the 
children of ^iex^y by hia .W^ ^d thoh ftep-, mother 

Natalia.;; Duirihg this perihdi Ivan Michaelovitch Mi^ 

the head- , of that family, endeavoured fecretly to undermine 
thpNarilkaiS't heiattr&uted: to k^ influence that the ta^es 
were, increased ; that .the |^y was with-held from thd fol- 
diery j and, in a word,* re^^ched them as the authors of 
all the grievances which were iu?g®i^ 
of By thefe atKl other artrfices he laboured to render 

thmaa^ unpopulap ;. and 'having gaihed^^ o^^^ his party a: 

j. ■^llairi liW cmtMbfitEjl agaiiSi tffJiii^^Jbf thMnnfominat^prin^^ 

any other writer to fpread 

toSopiiia ; but the tnith of hi^ n^rafiyi; the 

of her riill; admmiih*atioii;’and fetiV |b 

to thr ilf*ongcft objeiiioiur* he dtwt nlirny Joui^^ fp^alti Of 

feOis^ urged agiiiift Sophia, 'ffoni the Writ heiO jn a ft and E'Kvefque 

of the luppofed l^oliftf'eiW^ La Nwiljh?** 

which hat been 

tiiority ; andi ^ ivtOain^p almo^ pririeds Of ^ett Orertf^ aud % 

folcly from cenain nie^oifa,,whiOh dejen^i^of thoreprqfi^tW^^ 

tranimitted to hiov by 01^ 

Eiifabetb^ Petefs daughrer^ tiaiu- tbk cltaptey, < 4 ^ 

rany throw ' the ■Mftbty;iaadoi#aj^WhOlT^^ 

ptiK the inijfeiiOSfc^^ 

of her adterftriea. ^ 

Bat the prepoBeiom coocewed , firmed my epimon iafavoar of SophhaV ' v 

. ■ '•-’’ ;• ■ ' "large 
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Sti:€|^zf |pil%|sw)aq^’0p|)0^ 
j^«!cecuting.'hi{{,de,%os^^,, ,.",'.y«r, ■■'• . JJJ-L 

accefioji^^ f Ihe his reJation$, 
.||^/anaiiy ofMMaflk^ re-apimed their foriher im|xjrtance, 

^|sd the l^ar^io^ wereAxduded^^^^fi^ 

>iditratiph.of^iiidrs» - . y ' \ 

■'•m •■• '[ ; '' '' ' ' ' . ^ 

^ , Sophia had g^iinpd th« efteem aad affedion of her brother 
ffodor, Jby the fuperjbrity of her underftandihg, her infinu*- 
a^g addrefs^ and unwearied attentioa during the long ill- 
ness w’hich at length brought hint prematurely to the grave. 

her ^ty^eah pihipe, yvh^ infirmities rendered him 
lUpfit tOL: gpyern* refigned the abfolute diredion of affairs, 
a1hd^ #|^f his foie confidence in prince 

^ a nobleman who had greatly diffinguifhed 
j|iim£elf, under the reign of Alexey Michaelovitch,. for his 
political abilities* 

Upon the demife of Feodor without ifllte, on the ayth of 
April, 1 68 2 , Ivan his brother, and rightful heir of the throne, 
was excluded from the fuccelfion on account of his incapa- 
city, andhia half-brother peter was declared trar. In regard 
to this event, the partizans of Peter endeavour to eftablifh 
two pofitipns : That he was raifed to this dignity in con*- 

fequence'ofFeodor’Sjexpiefs appointment ; and, 2 .. By the 
unani mous voice of tiiA^^ 

i * With- refpe^ to thn ,firlf pofition,., that Peter was nomi*- 
Dated tzar in eonfequence of Feodor’s | exprefs appointment) 
yKh(Bn vre cOpfiderr that Feodor w^ entirely governed by 
So^ia and hii? dyv family, it is not probable, that he fhould 


, * Tie Xo®an ftf(iBMhtf Of|U»r<Jr weire J. Feodor avantd'expirer,voy<int qn«fon 
cMled SftreJftfi.or StreJtfiVlm^ were frire Iv^, trop difgrawe de la nature, 

oiulft bjr PI- Itajt ilcapable dc regner, npoima poiir he- 

tir the"driit* ’ ‘V‘. . - rUitfdbi RuflJts fonfccoud frire Pierre, fito. 

VoRaire. 
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Nariftans 4 tbc .c^e has hem IstSy eSae- 

hiahe4%^ 

infonhs that pct^ ^ 

not p^Ke hil dev^tim to any declare of f^e^pt in his 

favottEj hnt ra€i«ly to the 


the right of nominating theihceeto was vefted, j 
a. In regard tp the fpomd pofidw? the^ 
t^s eleaioti, Mullen who has explored the liuffim^ weaves 
with of aicertnning this fppply^ 

no better proofs than the frflowing information 'h i 

Soon after the death of Fi^or, ^1 the fervants of the 


** court, the officers, and ecclel5aftic8,whb were then at Mofeow, 
aflembled in the palace and the court-yard to kifs the hand 
^ ohhe deceafed mwarch j after which ceremony they alfo 


** kiffed the hands of the two princes Ivan and Peter, the 
“ former of whoin was fixteen, and the latter ten years of 
“ age. The ill health of Ivan, the hopeful appearance of 
“ Peter, and the well-known prudence, and virtue of his 
mother J, induced all who were preieht tp prefer the 
“ younger to the elder brother, and unanimouily to raife 
“ Petmtpjffie throne. The a|toni^ 

<* withV.wiiidh tlus imphrtat^ aifaft aeGom^iftied^feems 
“ to pmve,lthat it was preconce^ited by the .paftiarch and 
“ principal noWUty. - , v- I'i'/'sCyv; v, >Cyy:" 

, “ The Inarch; Joachim, de&ehded* fjro a noble 
“ family, was at the head of this tranfaiftioni As ffibh 

• P'rinte SKerebaWf. R ye»n“olf apj'^ tnd' had w> 

proof, of ,b«f.s;M«4enc^ji|^^^ 

L'Evofque 

the 


B|b.-V9l.y. p. ' 

f Von p«tef ’» de» GroffW W’ 

j TbuL prin99ft WM ah<m, /eat^ 
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^ CHAP. 

^Jchants^and a ^eat'c^Cbuif*^ of people, weit adfem 
<< fotethe knpeii^^^ of thetn, wbc»xi they 

%%puld horriinate tzar^' Ivan or Petepl ‘T^ awtf 

extreMelfUnt^l^uty}^^ by Hie circumftances, 

M ' wasimtnediately anfwered in favour of Peter. ProbaUly the 
party of Ivan had not ibrefeen: that a younger prince who, 

** was a minor, wotild be preferred to his elder brother, 

« im&re fbiSHf^e notpnpaiFed lo make any oppo to the ap- 
poiniment df Peter, : ^ ' 

i Two cootradidtory acd|^ts of this nomination are 
given in two of the morc' authentic records in the ar- 
“ chives of Mofchw. The firtt informs us that Ivan, as the 
** eldeft, publickly renounced his right to the crown, before 
<f it could be conferred upon Peter : the fecond makes ho 
mention of this renunciation, but afcribes the nomination 
« of Peter to the general wiflies of the nation.” 

The firft record in the office for foreign affairs thus ref- 
lates the tranfadlion. 

“ And the patriarch Joachim, and the metropolitans and 
<* archbifhops, and all the clergy, and the Siberian and Kaf- 
“ fimovian princes, and the Boiars and Okolnitflii, and the 
“ Doumnie-Diaki,' and thcStolpics andStf^<S^fhi, and the no- 
** bility of Mqfcow, and the Shilitli, and the nobles from the 
“ country, and the foldier^ and Gofti, and the merchants and 
** people, entreated the princes, Ivan and Peter, that one of 
“ them would pleafe to afcend the hereditary throne of 
“ Ruffi.a,*’ &c. 

Apd the Tzarovitch Ivan faid, “ It being advantageous for 
“ the pttblick that toy brother theTzarovitch and great-duke 
Peteaifii^d 

“ tl^e tzarina Natatia is alive : I, therefore, the tzarovitch 

“ and 
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“ and great-duke Ivan refig^ Ae 


and great-duke Peter. And ljiettS(raira^6ar->d^^ 

" afcehded the dirohe," &c. " ‘ ‘ ^ / 

AccoMing to :thfe dther i^cpidir wdii^ Is* in th^e jfcdfirad 
BuchJ^or a jounial of teure “ the ^tnaith 

** demands of the perfons alfeqabled for th6 lioiiiihation of 
“ the new fovereign, wh^ diiey would cHuie tzary Ivan or 
« Peter." ^ ^ .v ■* ^ 


And theStolhics and Stra^i(hi, land the shhles, a 
** biaki, and the Shilitfi,ai;^||| bietiboiar^^ Goffi, 

“ and the merchants, and tiae |p^r people of ranks, 

« anfwered unanimoully, th« the throrie of <^1 the king- 
“ dome of the great Ruffian etDipire belonged to Ptter Alex- 
** ievitch : and then the patriarch addreflfed the Boiars, 
Okolnitchi, privy counfellors, and piincipaf perfons be- 
longing'to the court ; and the Boiars, 8cc. anfwered una- 
“ nimoufly. The tzarovitch and great-duke Peter is, by 
the choice of all the Rates and people of the Mofcovite 
“ empire, tzar and great-duke of all Great, Little, and 
“ White Ruffia, ’’ See. &c. 

We may femarlt upon thefe extrafts, that being evidently 
compiled by the Jdehds of Peter, even if they did not con- 
tfadidt each othery^eir authority would be exceedingly ex- 
ceptionable j noj; could their Rlence, with refpeil: to any 
oppoRtion, be conlidered as a jufficieht teftimony that the 
fuffiages in favour of Peter were iunanimbus, becaufe his 
adherents would never record any particulars tending in the 
fmalleft degree to invalidate his pretenfions, or to ruppor^ 
thofe of Ivan. Befides, when we fecolledl the powi^rbithe 
family of Mololaflkl during the reign of Fbodor, thomH^ 
ence which jwince Vaffili Galitzin muft ha,ve ac^bired^^ f^ 



401 


MjLoffice^of prime- tjjc infinualmg 

^a^ets af 

tid^ 6ply hy,the ftVbn^eft t(e3v<>f iptereft^ but even fbr their 
^fjqifaon feajrity,.;to fupjport' the #«|felo^^ 

^Ivany. degree of prohab^fii^j fupii^^ that the nomiftltipja 
of Peter^was as unahimous as it is reprefented. And indeed 
it is certain that a nobleman, named Sumbalof, abfolutely 
Objedled to the ihValidify of the eleaion, beeaufe the younger 
brother was. |)referred to the elder; that his reinonftance 
was foilpwed by thofe of many others, and that even the 
patriarch Joachim, who is eft^ethed by Mr. Muller a ftrong 
advocate of Peter, fopn afterwards embraced the party of 
Ivan : thefe circwmftances feera to imply that Peter was not 
raifed to the throne tiy the unanimous voice of the nation, 
and that the fufFrages of the affembly had been furprized 
by the fecret machinations of the Narilkins. 

Peter, however, by wbatfoever means his nomination was 
obtained, received, as foie fovereign, the fealty of his fub- 
jedls, and the government was entrufted to his mother Na- 
talia. But this ftate of affairs was of no long duration : the 
party in oppofition to Peter was ftrong and powerful ; his 
eledlion was not as yet confirilied by the whole body of Stre- 
litz, who, to ufe the fpirited expreffion of a Ruffian author, 
pbflelTed above 14,006 armed votes + ; .and their peculiar 
lit.uatio.n at this important jun£ture rendered them fit in- 
, ftfuthents of a new revolution. 

Juft before Feodor’s demife, and even while that monarch 
►was at ffie ppintpf death, ^ nine of thefe regiments, quartered 
at ti(ipftx3W|f ^ tumultuoufly aflembled, demanded 
redr& o^ they pfetended to have received 

frb^^tiilir'fcQlbneir^ 

* ■Siimorokof, p. JS-'S?. + 14198 bewaffuete ftitnmi. Sumorokof, p. 19. 

VOL.L 



rears. Prince GebrgeiDoljgorucki, theirchiefj ordered one of 
the ringleaders to be feizei^ an^ having condemhed him to 
be'ftripped for the infli|ftibn of the knoot, an imntediate ih^ 
furre< 5 rion was the OOihfequence ; the exeeutionefs were in- 
fidted, and die prifouers refcued 6n the day fubfequent 
to the interment Of Feodor, the foidiers proceeded in a large 
body to the Kremlin, and prefented a petition againft nine of 
their colonels, who being delivered to thern by the miniftry,, 
as the only means of appeafing the tumult^ they were pub- 
licly whipped and difcharged f; Ivan Milolaflki inflamed 
the difcontents of this mutinotis body ; and though he was 
confined to his chamber by a pretended ficknefs, he yet 
contrived to hold feversd interviews with* the ringleaders, 
who aflembled at night in his palace. Sophia is alfo 
accufed of being prefent at theie meetings ; of diftri- 
buting money to the principal infurgents ; ‘ and of exafpe- 
rating them againft the family of Narilkin. On the morn- 
ing of the 15th of May, a report being fpread that Peter 
was not unanimoufly ele«fted, the drums beat to arms by. 
order of Ivan Milolaflki, and the Sfrelit2S?beingtumttltuoufly 
aflembled, two pcrfons of his party entered their quarter's, 
crying,“ The hour of vengeance is at hand, Ivan Alexic- 
“ vitch is aflirflinated, and jhe Narilkins are mafters of 
“ Ruflia. Revenge the murder of the tzaroyitch.” The 
foidiers, being inflamed to fury by . thefe exclamations, 
marched inftantaneoufly with drums beating and colours 
flying to the Kremlin, tolled tht great bell, furrounded the 
palace, and demanded the traitors wljo had aflalfinated Ivan : ’ 
although the tzarina' immediately produced bjoth Ivan^^^^ a^ 

* Goidon, p. .jro, f. Ibiit pi 74 ; and Voltaire. 

Peter,, 
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yet they were not appeafed, but vehemently called cha?, 
Mpiid for the execu^^ Narifkins, whofe ambition and 

tyrqiiny wpuld entail ruin upon their country ; adding, that 
although Ivan had hitherto efcaped their machinations, he 
was yet in danger of being affaiTinated at fome future period ; 
and their fury was ftill further augmented by a rumour in- 
duftrioufly circulated, that Ivan Narilkin, the brother of the 
tzarina, had'feized the diadem and royal robes. In the midft 
of this tumult, one of the ofijcers ventured to harangue the 
fbldiers : he affured them, that Ivan Alexeivitch was in per* 
fed fafety ; that all their grievances fliould be redrefled; 
and exhorted them to difperfe.^ This harangue feemed to 
make a fenfible knpreffion, and the tumult was fubfiding; 
when prince Dolgorilcki imprudently tlireatencd tliem with 
the fevereft punillimeht for their mutiny and rebellion : in- 
flamed by this ill-timed menace, they leized the prince, 
hurled him into the air, received him upon’ their pikes, and 
hewed his body to pieces. This aflhflination was but the 
prelude to a more general maflacre, which took place in the 
Kremlin, and in di^rent parts of Mofeow, and continued 
during three days without intermiflion. It would be necd- 
lefs, as well as Ihocking to humanity, to enter upon a detail 
of all the murders committed by this lawlefs rabble ; it is fuf- 
ficient to obferve, that not only the two brothers of the tzarina, 
and a few others moft obnoxious to the infurgen ts, fel 1 victims ' 
to their fury, but feveral perfons, by no means uniwpular, 
were facrificed amidft the general confufion ; and as the fol- 
diers were roufed almoft to madnefs by intoxication, the 
houfes of many citizens were plundered, and the city under- 
went a general pillage. 

In order to clofe this horrid feene, the principal nobles 
aflembled on the 1 8 th of May, and, by a compromife be* 

F f f 2 tween 



BOOK tween the 

> fovereigns' J' Ml: »» tvan 

and Petfer was^ra his niinoi^ty, the 

was vefted ki tM hands So^ia.- • ■IR^j?^fc t:pndhfi6tfS’!'h*ave 
■%en dfaw^nf avpiwaite that Jilfeceft t Ihe is aSct^ed' of 
having: fdiaaetkhe^^^ to 

«he '(inglw^rs of the Stfditis V <>f 

jports to ^revoitj of cwderMg toMe^ Sn^ ipirino^ Mm^afs to-' 

he diftribnted among the ioldieisj Ihd^^e^ 

them a'lili ^ of fopty ' ik>bles Whbto^^t^ * All; 

her aftions ate maligoafttly mtifj^eted : vyhenilv^^ 

was led to execution, the phPiefcly aeco«fi|pititdd;^^^t^^ 

«nd"dbie patriarch to intereedefop bfe lifej'-pl^ed^^t^^^ image 
of the Virgin Mary in his hi^nds to flop the lory of "the 
Strelitzy arid endeavdufedj though in vain, to footfe 'his aff- 
feffim +. They who judge unfavonfabiy of her condriiSt,, 
fay, that this corapaffion was only feigned, and that flie fe- 
cretly encouraged bis aflafiination, th6t^hjfhe outwardly af- 
fedled to intercede for him 4?. 

Upon this fuppofition the whcile conduet of Sophia im-- 
plies fuch a deep-laid fcheme of hypocrify, artifice, and re- 
venge^ as feerris rather adapted to a: politician grown grey in 
iniquity, end long pra6lifed ip the arts of feditbn, than to a- 
princefsiike Sophfe, drily in the a 5 th year df her ^a^ 

Upon reviewing the caufes which led to this reVolhtibn,- 
they may be tricedfroto feveidldverite of Alexdy 

^ Enfin Sophie/* fays Voltaire, “ fail tenti«elf |^T^fe the account 
♦* remcttrc ctttreleure nMini une iiHc de roaffacre In Gdfdbq, dr cveii in Voltaire, 
** quarantc feigneuri quitter app^ leora iwii fipd that; the 

“ cnemis, ct ceux de l*Etat ct qu'ilr doiveot cept againft tlie Narilkids, ^as mprC : ^x- ' 
- M^malTacrcr.” I cairaot give credit to this ' reftetf by chance than fey ddSpi.^^ ' ^ 

Hft of forty nobles, which Mdltairo refem- f Gordon^ p* 8i.r 
. blea M aux prolcrjptiona dc^ Sjila et . Ides | SuoPHOiro^f^ ; - - 

** UiumVirs devKwoc/* Whddwfr l ^ ^ ^ 

5 Michaelbvitch, 



|^(^^lovitch,-lang Sophia had the leail influence in 
jipUtical affairs, and partxqularly from the domeftick feuds in 
.tli^^imperiaf f^ that the firft infur-* 

redion of the Sh'eUt? was cafual ; that it was occafloned by 
the arrets of pay, and the unpopularity of the colonels, and 
cannot, with the leaft degree of probability, be imputed to 
the intrigues of Sophia and that therefore fhe c;m only be 
accufed, even by the rpoft malignant interpretation of her 
condudj Of avaiUng. herfelf that mutiny to procure the 
eledipn of lyan.- B nt therc-is furely a wide, difference be- 
tween affertkig the injuftiee of his exclufion from the throne, 
or^ uodep the moderation and candour, inflaming 

to madnefe the.ffury of a difaffeded foldiery, and calmly* 
leading, them from Uffaflination to affaffination And if 
any unjuftifiable cabals were really employed on this occa- 
lion ; why ftiould the whole blame be laid upon Sophia ? 
and why are her faults alone banded down to us with fo' 
many heavy aggravations ?. 

But is it not more reafonable to fuppofe that Ivan Milo- 
laffki, who, as we hfive before obferved, had formed a ftrong 
party againft the Narifkinsj even during thf; reign of Alexey 
Michaelovitch, Ihould, in conjundion with his family, take 
advantage of this fedition of the Strelitz, with whom he had 
long entertained a fecret intelligence, and that Sophia was 
hut the oftenflble inftrument of their defigns ? Ip a word,, 
tfjat ]fhe was raffed to the fegency by the cabals of a power- 
fel pai^y, who forefaw their own ruin and the advancement 
dftMr rivals in the nomination of Peter ; and who held forth 
tfer imalieiiiahle rights otf Ivan to this licentious body in the 
ah infurredion. Examples were not wanting, 

• Titndls q\ic let StrcHte fui k$ animati/ous Main^fcur hs coniuirc de 

MAfii ie faiiic craindre, ki princefib Sophi% crim ermtiUe* Vditiiwe. 

tOv 
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to prove that the incapacity of Jvan was no bar to his ele<Sion : 
*— a memorable inftance was exhibited in the perfpn of Feodor 
•Ivaiiovitch, whoj nptw itliftanding his afafolute imbccihty, was 
•railed to the throne, and a regency entruiled with the adrai- 
niftration olllffairs^^: and itmuftalifobeco,nfidered,thatP)eter, 
then only in his eleventh year, had not afforded any inftances 
of that vaft.fuperiority of nnderftanding, which afterwards 
marked his character; and that his mother, who was to 
fway the reins of empire, was a i)erfpn of no experience, 
and extremely unpopular. Nor is itmatter of furprize that 
the care of Ivan and the governtnent fhould be committed 
to Sophia. The vidlorious family would naturally choofe 
a regent devoted from interefts and inclination to their party, 
a perfon of imperial lineage, popular/manners, refpeClable 
charailer, and great abilities ; and all thefe requilites cen- 
tered in Sophia. 

However authors may have cenfured the ambitious de- 
figns of Sophia, they unanimoufly concur*in delineating her 
engaging manners, the beauties of her perfon +, the vigour 

* S, R. G. vol. V. p. 19 . a good und^rftanding and great beauty, 

f Weber, the Handverian envoy at St. Sic befats grolTcn vcrfland und groffc 
Petcrlbiirghin thebcginnftigofthiscentiuy, fchocnheit,” p, 10. 

•lays of Sophia, “ The tzar was frequently Many other authors might he quoted to 
“ heard to declare, that, excepting her in- the fame purpofe, but as there is nothii^g 
** ordinate ambition, iiic was a princefs of ^ which party-malice will not invent to dc- 
great perfonal and mental aocompliCh- preciate an obnoxious chara^ler, the fuppo- 
inents.” Vcr. Ruff, Vol. I. p. 143, * fititious Polifh envoy La Neuville has mif- 

Voltaire, in a very fpirited portrait, reprefented her perfon as much as her con- 
clofcs if. by £aying, “ line figure agreahk dudtf in the following extraordinary paffage ; 

** relevoittdus fes talcns,” Perry deferibes “ Sophie dont Pefprit & Ic mcrite ne tien- 
her, at the time of the revolution, z. dlfformite defoncorp^^ etatU 

handfome young lady, then upwards ^of d'^unegrejjeur monjirmufe^ avec une~tete large 

23. He came into Ruflia in 1702, two ** comme un hoijfieau^du poll au vifiage^ des 
years before her death,* and though he loups aux jambes m moins i msiis 
never faw her bimfelf, on account of her autant ^ue fa taille ejl large ^ courte^ ^ 
imprifonment, he muff have known many autant fon cfprit eft dcl>S U po- 

perfons who had been jjcrfonalfy acquainted M liti(|ue & fans avoir jamais Iff Machiavel, 
.with her. Peny’f State of Ruffia, p. 143. clle poffede naturcllemcDt toutes fee max- 
-Sumorokof fay^hf her, that file poffeffed $ imes,” ^c. p. , 

3 
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and wifdom of her adminiftration, and her extenfivc plans of 
reformation for the advantage of her country, 

Sophia repofed her principal confidence in prince Vaffili 
Galitzin, commonly known by the name of tha^reat Galit- 
zin, a moft able minifter, and confuramatc politician. The 
fcandalous chronicle of thofe times, or rather of a later pe- 
riod, attributed her partiality for this minitter to a fofter paf- 
lion, though he was above fixty years of age and her ene- 
mies have not even fcrupled to declare that flie had formed' 
the plan of alfiiffinating the two tzars, vifurping the throne, 
and of efpoufing prince Galitzin, who was to obtain a divorce 
from his wife ; but this calumny, as it is not foundtil on 
the leaft fubftantiM evidence, deferves not to be refutctl. 

Sophia t has been alfo accufed) not only of neglecfling the 
education of Peter, but of introducing him into the company • 
of the moft profligate young men, and of encouraging his 
propenfity to every fpccios of excels which might enervate 
his frame, weaken his underftanding, and render him averfe 
to buftnefs. This calumny, however, has been amply re- 
futed by Mr. Muller J, who has fliewn from unqueftionable 
authority, that Ivan and Peter had two difierent courts ; 
that the education of the latter was folely entrufted.to his 
mother; and that ifimproperpwfonsv/ere placed about him, 
the blame muft fall upon her, and not upon Sojdiia. With 
refpedt to his propenfity to drinking, that vice was extremely 
comraon.in Ruflia, and prince Vaffili § Galitzin alone was as 
remarkable for his fobriety as the favourites of Peter, LeFoit, 

Gordon, p. 86. ** forcing bis comi>nny to drink to excel?., 

f Voltaire. • ic the liquor which flowed at every 

i Jouml of St. Pet. Mar, 1778, p. i 63 , “ orher tiihlc, was Icldom ken ar his, who 

269. * “ never drnuk any himfellV hot look ni.icli 

§ ** Galitzin was the only man of quality “ delight lu rational and conver* 

“ in RuOia who could, entertain, without . lation.*’ Mottle) *s Life Peter. 

and 
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and Boris Galitzin, were notorious for their iiiteaperanee. 
“ he Fort,” fays a writer, who wasdn Livonia; whes ^0 tZiar 
and his fuite pafled through that country in his firft Journey 
to Hpllandyl is a man of a good underftanding ; very per- 
“ fonable, el^aging, and entertaining ; a true Swifa for pro- 
“ bity and bravery, but chiefly for drinking- Open tables 
“ are kept every where with trumpets. and muficfc, attended 
“ with feafting and exceffive drinking, as if his tzarilh ma- 
“ jefty had been another Baa:hus.' I have not yet feen fuch 
hard drinkers ; it is not pofliblei to. exprefs it, and they 
“ boaft of it as a mighty qualification 

Thus then it appears that Peter had examples of intem- 
perance in his own houfliold, and it will Ifardly be fuppofed 
that Le Fort was the creature of Sophia. The evident falfe- 
hood of fuch virulent accufatioiis Ihould induce us not to 
give credit to other calumnies, and particularly to the charge 
thatllie attempted to deftroy Peter by poifon, which, thougli 
it failed of its intended effect, difordered his conftitution, and 
occafionally produced a fpecies of melancholy and defpair 
that bordered upon madnefs. This report took its rife 
from his pronenefs to epileptic fits, a diforder common in his 
family, to which he was fubje£t from his infancy, which 
gradually diminiflied as he grew ftronger, but never entirely 
forfook him. Previous to an attack, the natural vehemence 
and favagenefs of his temper brpke out with redoubled vi- 
olence, and rendered him the terror of alb who* approached 
him. The rancour with which the enemies of Sophia have 
calumniated her memory, is from no inftance more evident 
ithan from this abfurd imputation', that the brutal ferocity 


i. 


^ Account of Livonia, 


and 
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dirp®iil;ion of Pet^ was owing to tho ef^^s cha?. 

its ta timelto trace the prindpal caufes which coffitn- 
^Wp<l to tshe: imprafonment of Sophi^ That prift- 

’CefSj, rto-cwhoai Iv^ii h^id furrcndered J^he abrolute diredioii 
of affaiirs, affumed fonae cKterior marks of homage, whicli 
feem to, have been: hitherto appropriated only to the Ibvc- 
reigns of Ruflia. While the heatls of her two brothers were 
jimprelTed on one fide of the coins, her image, arrayed w ith 
the aowoj {ceptre, and. imperial robes, was damped upon 
. the reyerfe ; in all the public jads her name was added to 
the fignature of jthe two tzws t, and ftie appeared in pro- 
ceflions decorated with all the.-enfighs of royalty f ; circum- 
ftances whkh-natur^ly gave umbrage to the rival family, 

:and afforded a fpecious pretence for in veighing againft her 
ambitious dellgns. . . I : 

Peter, as he advanecd in years and felt himfclf born for 
empire, could notj without great diH'atisl^ion behold all 

* “ II prenoit qiielqiiefois des acc^s ♦^ cliaieht, a’l'ant caiifc (lit on qtielqucs maU 
d’humcin* cbtigrinCj ou U'ffirtrb'ait frapptS htrurs, et fitant fuivi de werujv Je tite 

“ de l’id;*e noire qu’on vonlait -.utenter a fa ajfrcux\ f ii duraltnt da journtes entiens^^ 

“ J)crf6nne, ct on fes ilinisicb plus familieVs JJiifl'cvitz iii Tfiif. II. M. IX. p. 294, 

“ craignaient fes eiuponeiiiens, Cd-.s accps fiiri’uiige efleds of poifon given in his in- 
** ETAiENT UN RESTE FATAL DU POISON, fancy. Tliofc wlio huve bccn iifeci to foe 
Qjjj’iL RECUT vt s^'n"a’mbitieu8E soeur #j>errotis in epileptic fits, will eafily difeover 
‘VSoi'HiE. On cn conudifiait .l approche a all , the effects of tint diforder frooi ihe 
“ certiiins mduvemtns ccnvulfifs * lie fa lomle, wofas in Italics. Bifljop Burnet fays, ** that 
“ L^inperatrice etajt. avenie. rJille vennit “ he was fiibjefl to convithivc inotibris jjll 
“ luiparlpr ; le fon ile cettc voixlc c;idm..it “ over his body, and that hjs head feciucU 
Tinfitfnt. El^e ie fhifait to be atfcflcd with thefe.*’ ’ 

pamjt ,t; She did not; iign her ngflae in the p**h- 

C'^^etait cCmmc un lie decrees until 1687. Buf. IJif. .Ahtg. 
eti pen de nil- V. I. p. 9. . ' 

** nuteSvV'Ppur pc pas troiibler fon fyun^ily . .J Tbcfe circumfiances esumot^ lively a 
cllc fun felh, (ans fe dclign of ufuiping the fovcrcign autluuify ; 

f^fidant deuA' ou tiyls heures, Alors for Oic was only accufed even by h.crcnc-' 

‘‘ il fe feveHta% riitct ' of fecretly coxifpiring againfl Pcici; 

** aif]ieu q[ifrfvfe qu'cllc^^c^ and not of an open attempt to leixe the 

maniSie fi fepfe die fc fotiiager, ccs acet s crown. 

“ ctaieiu la titrreu^ deux 4ui Tapgro- 

V0L.I. ogg 


the 
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enc(>u|oagedjtf 

i^sa, ^din^e^^fikjfe 

ijxiwi^ing ttJfi^^ pot 

;5VityaQl4 bs|r i^t>l*fen%i fcpit vs^^ 

traul, flw ayaitedi :?!^bich 

paffe^: betw^ti jfor t 

£vmf^t m rtfe^^ the 

^ifTentions he(^«m:lb«|aii^Q#ttp ^s tQ> 

. Tliings>!itt»XkainQ(l |a .tbis and variance,, 

wntils piopth. ?q| J^ j)li|nEibe*> ;i <58 g Je when the afpiring 

genius of bis 

^ndividetl awlilbprity fe^Trtbf^ and ira.prii63njF»«|tpf Sophia* 
By the ad vice of Bor is CialHwp ; and th^ NarifKins,. I’eter re- 
fotved to arreft bis fil^eK,..iu)d to feiie fhe reins of govern- 
inent t and it i$; affeitedihy hia adherentai, that Sophia and 
prihPaYalSdiQalkrihi apprk^d of kis in|entions,,deter]xiined 
to spiSevent theks own njtn by bis aOTadiBatioii '^ that they 
hadjgjrin<^ over tht'clM^of Jtbe Strelitz and a corps of 6oa 
meni, and had a^aakyaopmini^ to perpetrate 

'lhat’kkaiiwvKdced#?^;,y- ,/■"» ; „'■■«■■ ■ 

Peter bnd retired to fkep at hin palace of Freobalhenfkii 
near Mai^w^ythe th<^’edhipkatkin,k 

wkh horror critne^ji, qtnttied their companions^ and 

ibaftened toAhe young; tzarr with the inforniatida t^at a bod 

* JoiliW o( St. ^l> fiw tffOi eoiii^il«{^ to. 

iJlN » » > y i vlTaiRaatc: Ptrpr, rcfie^ 

^ Oirnkm. 4 > - V f1)«;plo^ ii fgaift at haj^cn^ 

.■ -4- ;., •■i^' ■ ■ of 



of Stirelitz were upon thdr march to aHaiRnate hiin^ The 
fame accounts add, that Peter refufed to give credit to their 
report, until it was ajsifiitried by Boris Galitztn and one of 
his uncles, whom he immtkliately difpatched to reconnoitre ; 
and that the confinrators were already fo near, that he had 
fcarcely time to make his efcape % . He inftantly proceeded 
to the convent of the Holy Trinity ; where his danger being 
fpread abroad, troops flocked to him from ail quarters, and 
in fuch numbers, that iti the fpace of three days he had m 
army of 60,000 nien under his command, and found bimfelf 
in a fit nation to give law to the oppofite party. 

In the mean time Sophia, in a ftate of the utmoft confter- 
nation, denied alf intercourfe with the confpirators, exprefled 
the utmoft horror at their attempt; difpatched repeated 
meflages to her brother to juftify her condu( 5 t ; and even fet 
off in perfon to aflfert her innocence ; but was ordered to 
return without delay to MofeoW, and to deliver the ring- 
leaders of the mutiny. Sbon afterwards Peter bimfelf re- 
paired to the capital ; the jn-incipal confpirators, being tor- 
tured in his prefence, confefied a defign againft his life, and 
fuffered the Ibvereft punifliment. Vaflili Galitzin t was ba- 
nilhed into Siberia ; and Sophia was imprifoned for life in 
the nunnery of Devitz : Pete*” alone afllnned the reins of 
government, and foiind fufiicicnf- fcope for his vaft and en- 
terprizing genius ; while the name of Ivan was ftill inferted, 

■* Voltaire, thMigh convinced of Sophia'i ** ce» Streliti devaieot I'emparor de fa per. 
intention to affafllnate Peter, and notwitli. “ fnnne. Ui inemoirei fecrettei que la 
ftaading the intelligent^ be received from “ eour de Rnffi* mioonMi,»(rtjrent quo U 
the court of Petertburgh, can oidp give u* “ parti etoit pris de tuer Pierre Premier • 
the follovving fcaory in formal ion i* “ L* “le eoup allait 6tre portc, dt U HnOle 
“ Neuville rtji4entjm o n " etait privc !l jamaU de 1» oonvelle eail* 

Hulaire dt Ji frMnd ^tu ^9’ “ tcijce, qtt'eUe,” kc, 

•* phie et Celicxifi engageevht le nohveau t Tbii able miniflcr fiirvlved hi, fall 
"cbef deaStrtlitaiAleuTfeerifier lourjenne bedlld in prifon atPooilojerk 

c«ar ! il parait au moini qoe llSi.ee»t de in 171 }. L'Evehpie, voi. iV. p. loy. 

Ggg» 



BOOK as a matter of f€«iBk^.k^^ 

-. \vbich..happeDed- in;< 69 &'-lrr^^^ .'''.!*' ' 

revOluHpn ;«r]>Qti\vc iRHfe 

gi veil by the ^ and tbiat tile cauife^W SOphi 

never Hnderw«nt a^aod|d exa:mim It may be impoffiblo 
to eKGi*lp^ibaYpt^<^#nfi^^ from ambitioos views; flie 
migbt be^ power wbich 

file j-liad longr^pjoj^dj V aft<^ witb great 

ability ; ftvetaigltt efteoit»tb^ibij^b as 

llipe|ior to tlxat 0 f:Petep#^d;?feight TO 
tipn of tli^ ible fover^bty «s to her own 

diellroftion :; bu|-wft-baveWf)OlMye Ibould 

kuluce' ps tO; b^^ve^hat fhe-TOnfpired againft her brotherV 
life i apd 4 ?erb.aps the wbl6)fe flory of the’' intended aflaflina-^ 
tion was feigned by jSalit^hi»^iand 'her enemies. 1 1 ad 
Ihe , been really givllty^o^ that attemprt'^ w not op- 
portunities of cfeainng 'frornrB’uflra ; and fhe^ n would 
have imprudently demanded, admittance in to Peter’s pre- 
fence, in order to affert her innocence, if ?the proofs of her 
guilt had been a& ftrong as her adverfariei pEetended b in 

** WelVAve (io certain pVcIof# that !ihy of J ** Avait ellK,” as L’Evcf(]ue judici- 
the cohrj)iriitor8 acculcd So^^iia; -of being oiifly remarlcV, ** coiiime dn rc-n accufc^ 
privy to any clcfign tipon Pefei'i life j anil, “ forme Ic dcfl'eio d’otep la vie a PiciTcf 
i ven if they did n ime Iter as aa accomplice, ** voillait-cllc^ feiilcm^rit Tenlcver, et 
their evidence, as it was extorted bjr the ^' faire dcppfef? Fut-elle m^me complice 
r«ck, is by no mean* to be (tepended'ilpo^;- dc IVittre^riffe de cc 

t It appears frpm the ’fMlowing paiTa^ ^ nBhs Voii^j*Jt)n8 ' prononcer^ II ? ni- 
that the dilcovery of SopJiw’s cl^figns ‘‘‘draft iSTOir dta pieces autbenMtJn^ 

from that cinavter. ‘‘ Pruktif Boris Galit- “ jugef cc grand pr:)c^s* Los bidi»riens 
“ zin, a faithful fttbge«9: of m ‘M^tcculem ; ancun ne dh qn*dte air etc 

“ coming timely to penetrtlte ihttPW “• liohmit^ par '{es cotipabtes, Ificrre dc- 

“ man prince Bafirs ‘ la fcfairtdre, it ^vaft quelle etoit 

“ upon vbis guard; ad»ifiog^W “ tftfP^e-des Strellrr^ <fe feui' chclV: Ktle 

“ deUy, to take the > gtstel’flteeift “ tebiif les fflies idn gottVetninent ; clle nr. 

“ liattiJs*** GordoO|,V, “'Voulaif pas lea fer ft vodli’t s‘cn 

l'- . '• iaftir i 
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a w<)r 4 ii||ie conflict bet^^rr Pirter and Sophk was the cbni* 

of two rivals impatient of cbntroul, and ttriving for ^ , * ■ 
pre-eminenee inthe^eanfeidf tho’f^ patty Would ne- 

eeflarily bedt^n^ed joft and equitable ; and the vahquiftied 
faction was fiire to he loaded with every fpecies of guilt and 
enormity. 

The reftlels fpirit fof Sophia, brooding in the folitude of a 
convent, is faid to 'have excited’ fit fli troubles and infur- 
re6lions; and, during her lifej no confpiracy was under- 
taken againft Peter, in which ihci was not fiifpeCled of being 
concerned. She was* rnore particularly accufo^ of being 
privy to the rebellion which broke out in 1 697 ; when 
8000 Strelitz feifed the oppOrtottity of Peter’s abfcnce upon 
his travels to rife in arms upon the frontiei^ of Lithuania, 
and to march towards Mofeowi The rebels wdre attacked 
and defeated by the addrefs and courage of general Patrick 
Gordon; many were put to the fwOrd, and the remainder 
furrendered at diferetion. The tzar receive<l at Vienna the 
account of the mutiny and defeat of the Strelitz, and inllant- 
ly haftened to Uuflia, that he might examine the delinquents 
in perfoii. 

Peter, upon his arrival at.Mofcow, was particularly anxious 
to difeover the Caufes of the rebellion, to learn l)y whofe in- 
trigues it was excited ; and, above all, to convift Sophi.a, 
whom he charged with farnenring the publick dirconients, 
and with holding a correTpondence with the rebels. But as 
»o perfons could give immediate and pertinent anl'wers to all 
his queftions, he entertained lufpicions of all l.is courtiers,. 

r. . 'lit 

faifir; die ctoir dctell^ d<: N-Udic, & Ci.lc:. cllc c« f*iit , c la 

** de tous Irs parvTUs dc cette Frii)cc%: deva g.t m3 

On IVcnfait d^nirig ics ; cllc en fa d.i(vra<;c, U mdoi aud U 

** Fans duutc, ct fans tcilc il s'eu fortjwic du iV. j>. i 

.. .. - . . • •' ’ ■ ' and 



and determined to^e^rc^- of-ln of 

PreobrafhetifjKt, wher^ thfe IftftirtitiiiBfrts df ‘ihe; 
brought. The t^&r hiroftif «k^ih«atheTideufed|urged^^^^ 
to cohfeffibnVahd ordered'^bfe #hd-insdi:^lnbd fifSnce to 
be racked ih his prefehce. The crhehy off he tortures em- 
ployed'oh this bccafibh was ihexpreffibly dreadful ; human 
nature (hiidlJerS 'ht the recital, hut it is tiebelTary to mention 
them iri a' jtrftihb^on bf Sophia; Sbme^^ d^^ rebels were 
repeatedly whipped ; bthfelrs th«i¥ #buid^s diflocat^ by 
a cord and pulley, and in ‘painfudpbfkim r 
ftrokes of the Ktidbir; niahy 'after undefgcSng the knoot were 
rbafted over a’ flow Are, the raw parts beifig expofed to the 
flame Phylicians Were prefent to ^fcertain the degree of 
pain the unhappy convidls were capable of fupporting, and 
to recover thofe who had fainted away, that the application 
of frefli torturei might recommence upon the renewal of 
their ftrength/ This dreadful inquifltion was continued, 
without the lead: intermiflion, through the whole month of 
Oblober. Not only every fpecies of puniftiment, the moft 
refined which human cruelty could devife, was infli<fled in 
order to extort an accufation of Sophia, but prbmifes of par- 
don, and even of great promotion, were offered for the fame 
purpofe to the wretched fufferers even in the inidfi; of the 
moft excruciating agonies +. 

^ At 

* It appears from Olcarius^^ and other vitneiTes to their inf)i( 5 ^ton upon the Stre- 
travcllcrs into KufTia, that thefc tortures Utas, . Kerb’s authority is alio the more to 
were ordinarily ufed in thatcountry for the he c)epended upon in this inilance, becaufe 
purpolc of forcing confedion* he fpeaks highly in favour of FeteCf and 

t This account is extra^ed from the condefhns the ambition of Sophia. Gordon 
Diary of Kerb, fecretary of tbf jkttilrian alib^ though fo partial to. Peter, informs us* 
etnl>eiry to RuiTia in the year 16^97^ and who ' that the rebels wei'e tortured and examined 
was prefent at Mofcow. diiring'tlil^ in hi$ prefence. VoL l. p. 1^9. 

proceedings. He received informatioD of Piima.fays {Cofb, in the i64Th page of 
thefe dreadful tortures from fevcral German his Pmry, pod advehtum follicitudo de 
officers in the fcrvice of Peter, who w'ereeye- ** rebelHone fuh quomodo coxnpodra ? 

•« quid 
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At length a few of the Strelitz, overcome by thefeverity 
of the torments, or fedoced by hopes of pardon and the - — ^ 
promife of promotion, confeiTed, that it was their intention 
to fet hre to the: fhhurbs of Mofcow, to mafTacre all fo- 
reigners, to banilh or affaflinate the principal i\obility, to 
raife the tzarovitch Alexey to the throne, and to ap[x>iut 
Sophia regent during his minority ; while others declared 
that the ringleaders had actually drawn up a petition, whiqh 
they intended to prefcnt to that princefs, praying her to ac- 
cept the adminiftration of affairs. 

Although none of the rebels charged Sophia with being 
acceffory to th^(||||j|nfurre<Stion, yet Peter was fo prejudiced 
againft her, that he put to the torture one of her female at- 
tendants ; and when no evidence of her guilt could be pro- 

^ quid sinimi tumultuantibus fuilTet ? qiiU deibtuif, nhedicorum induilria 

bus authoribus tantum ncfas auii ? cum “ priftioU fuis viiibus per novo* crucial us 
“ autcin nemo clTet, qui ad omnia pim^ta ‘‘ denuo enervandis cogebatur rcftitucrc. 

** accurate refpondcrc i^olTet, his fuam ig^ “ Tottii menfis 0(f>obcr-reorum rcrgofibits 
norantiam, illisStreiiziorum perticiaciam ** per knuttas U ignea cxcarnihcandis infu- 
•* obrcnclenribus, omnium fidem i'ufpedtam “ mebatur ; nulla die k fligri*, am flammia 
** habere & novie in([uiiitioni gogiractones fuere iminuiu;8,qviim qui vel rut.^ tVadtos, 
fiiab admoverc coepit. Qui in vicinis va- ♦* ad Tu ream a^tos, vcl fccuri intcremptoa 
^ riis lods cudoditi alfcrvabanfur rtjbellcs, •* vita ipfa reliquerat.” 

ii omnes per quatiior millcum pretoria* And again, “ Inaudita fiiir adhibiljc tor* 

“ iiorum rcgimin.'i ad quwftioncm uovam, & “ turn; immanitas ; flagri? {a*vilhmc carlt. It 

torturam retrahcbmnir* Bcbrafchcmlko pcrtin.aciam filcurii nomiiim i umperenr, 

** redujfcis career, I ribunal fuit, & equnlcus. laucia rccnim tergora ianic, & caho jiu* 

** Nulla dies q\iatitorib\i5 vacua fada .utt * ** entia igni admovebamur, ut per lenrant 
** nefaf^n, omnes ad torqutndtYm tdonei li- ** cutis ^ carnis ii>orlKji’ur iuiuUioncin acuti 
citique vifi. Qnot rei, tot knucc«, quot ** dolores, ad im.a odium, &: extrema fenfn- 
quwfitorcs, tot caniificcs. Princeps^Feu- “ urn cum atrocillimis cf ud.itibus defeeu- 
dor Junmiz Romacionowfki, quantum ** dcrent. Ifarc^ionnentorum viciflitudo 
^ caftcfis I’cvcridr, tantum prapflabat in* uoi & altcrA vice repetebatniv HoiTfiida 
quirendi aptitudiue. ipfemet Magfiua ♦* vifu, Ik anduu tragadia. Ultra trigiuta 
** Dux ob conceptam in fnos diffidentiam, ** in aperticaaipi plant ric funedilliiui coll u- 
** inquiiitoris oi^io .functus cd. Ipfe in- “ ccbaiu igne.*, ubr nnVrrinii ittqui»Vri cou. 

*• terrogatoria pouebaf, examioablit redr, ejulatu tcrribili lorrtbaiitur j parte t x 
non confifentes urgebat, pertlnacions ** aHa refoRabaot muldiflinji flagroriiii) ic. 

**• cri tm fdentii Strclizios crudclt jubebat •• tut, ut ex juniudiirniiA xtrxsf vitini^ fse- 
fubjici tortura, jam miilta fafli, dc plu* A’ilinisi hominum carmiiciua fatla lit/* 
ribus qu'jercbamur, quos tormenrorum. Dtarium Itmcris m Moiisuviam, &C. p, 1 . 02 . 
cxcelfus virtbus, mente, ct ipfis ?ix non " % 
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BOOK cured by that hor^id>exf*edij^t,';b.e evei^ 

« — ^ ' nunnery of Devitzv qafflil '*e^^TEiioM» Hfr 

princefs, whofehighifpir|twMftt|«lu^i^|her}|^^^^ 
and worn odtl>y adqng^oot^inpSJettrjic^ 

-weeping fight of her obdurate bro^r* and lire even 

cxtfjrted tears ^from Peter himf^ltV xh without melting 
his refentment But mither4hi% effort 

that w as employed to copvi<9t he^, was*attea.defl with fucoels ; 
and the on.ly.proof pf her caflryingon a feGretiUorfefpondence 
with the rebels ..was derived- from thu cortfeffiofr^^^^^^^ boy 
belonging to;, an officer «f the’Streiit%,i.\ylip'Tdeclare^^^ that 
letters enolofed in loaves of bEead had pa||p^betw€en Soph ia 
and rhis inafter |. The fatter^ however, pej^emptorUy denied 
the fadl even upon tfie rack ; and he was led to execution 
p^rfifiihg.to the laft nipnient in this apveration. 

The cafe feems to be, that the innovations of Peter created 
a large number of : malcontents ; that the introdudion of 
the .Ettropeah BifeipUne,. ami the partiality which he fliowed 
to the foreign regiments, inflamed tbedii'aftbetion of the 
Strelitz to fuch a degree as to account for their rebellion, 
without the fuppofition of any cabals on the part of Sophia ; 
that this princefs had long been the object of affedtionto aU 
the enemies of Peter, and w aSbnaturally the perfon to whom 
they would have configued the adminiftration of affairs, if 
the revolt had been attended with fuccefs. ’ 

Peter was fo greatly exafperated againft Sophia, that he 
had once detppnined to put dier ;to ^ ; but, having 

* “ Qiiorundam pertinscii viita." “ p«bliee enim niiperi tumnitiis viilgd rea 

Korb., habe*banir: piimus titmifqiie introitiia 

f “ Ad tnonidlerittm Neovvirginutti idif* iiberrimas ambqrum hcryiiias exciviflb 
pelTit tzarusv ut fordrem fuam “ difeintr.” v Kerb. 

“ dido monailcrio incUfom^^xan^difct"; * * Gqrddii, vol. I^p, 

^ .... . ^ changed 
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changed his refolution, he compelled her to aflume the veil. ^WAr. 
In* order to ftrike her with terror, and to announce to the' — ^ 
publick that he thpught her privy to the rebellion, two 
hundred and thirty Strelitz were hanged within fight of the 
nunnery in which fhe was confined ; and three of the ring- 
leaders were fufpended upon a gibbet eredlcd dole * to the 
window of her apartment : they held in their hands jieti- 
tions fimilar to that which, according to the confellion juft 
mentioned, was to have been prefented to Sophia. 

From this period hiftory is filent in relation to Sophia: 
file was confined under a ftrid guard in the monattcry until 
her death, which Mhppened in the month of July, 1704. 

She was interred in fhe church’of the convent ; the tomb 
is covered with a black cloth, and contains the following in- 
fcription : “ A. M. 72 1 2 (or 1704 of the Chriftiati aera) on 
“ the third of July + died Sophia Alexiefna, aged 46 years, 

“ nine months and fix days: her monaltick name was Sti- 
“ fanna. She had been a nun five years, eight months and 
“ twelve days : flic was buried the 4th in this church, called 
“ the Image of Smolcnfko. She was daughter of Alexey 
“ Michaelovitch, and of Maria llinitchna,” &c. 

Although Peter always fufpedled the intrigues of his 
lifter, yet he never failed paying a juft: tribute to her genius 
and abilities. “ What a pity,” he was frequently heard to 
lay, “ that flie perfecuted me in my minority, and that I 
“ cannot repofe any confidence in her: otherwife, when I 
“ am employed abroad, Ihe might govern at home J.” 

One 

« 

* Gordon, p. 95 — 130, fered capital puniflimcnt, Peter broke at 

Korb, who faw them hanging, fays, the lame time (he whole body of Strelitz, 

** Tam prope ad ipfas Sophiani cubiculi and abolidied their name. 

feneflras, iit Sophia eofdem mauu facile f O. S. the 14th, N. S. 

“ poflet a It inhere.” t anecdote, which 1 received from 

On this occafion above aooo Strelitz fuf* a Ruffian nobleman of great dillin( 5 lion, it 
VoL. I. * H h h confirmed 
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BOOK One ftriking feature in Sophia’s character, which 1 hatl 
. j no opportunity of mentionmg, while my inquiry was chie|iy 
confined to her political condu<5t,^muft n^t be omitted in this 
place. She deferves the veneration of pofterity for the pa^ 
tronage which fhe afforded to perfons of genius and learn- 
ing, and for encouraging, by her own example, the intro- 
duction of polite literature into Ruffia, then plunged in the 
deepeft ignorance. At a period, when there was no national 
theatre, and when the loweft buffooneries, under the name 
cl moralities^ were the foie dramatick reprefentations even at 
court; this elegant princefs tranflated the Medecin nialgre lui 
of Moliere into her native tongue, and performed one of the 
characters herfelf. She alfo compofed a* tragedy, proljably 
the firfl extant in the Ruffian language ; and fhe compofed 
it at a time, when the moft violent cabals were excited 
againft her miniftry, and when the moft weighty affairs 
feemed to engrofs her foie attention. 


confirmed by the following paflage in Per- 
ry’s State of Ruffia. “ I remember, that 
upon a certain occafion, when mention 
wa,;.made of her [i. e. Sophia], the czar 
“ hirrfclf gave her this charadter, that flie 


“ was a princefs endowed with all the ac- 
compliftimcnts of body and mind to per- 
** fedtion, had it not been for her boundlefs 
“ ambition and infatiabic defire of govern- 
“ ing,” Vol, I,.p, 138, 
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BOOK IV. 


CHAP. I. 


Departure from Mofcow. — Arrival at Tvqi*. — Hijlory and 
defcription of that town. — Productions of the neighbouring 
country. — Sluadrupeds.-—‘Birds.'^Fi/b. — Defcriptioji of the 
Sterlet. — Continuation of the journey . — Torihok.— Villi- 

nei-Volofliok. — Valdai hills and lake. — Bronitza. — 

• 

Wooden road^ how formed. — Further account of the pea- 
fonts. — ^heir cottages., manners and cujloms. — Of the 
Yamlhics, who furnijh pojl horfes. — Singing extremely 
common among /Z>^Ruflians.— 0;^ the fubjeCls of their fongs. 
See. &c. 


W E quitted Mofcow on the 1 4th of September, and cnAr. 

traverfed a gently riling country, fome i>art of it open, . 
and the reft overfpread with foreits. We paffed the night 

H h h ^ at 
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BOOK at the fmail vHiage of Parfki, as ufual, in a peafant’s cottage^ 
i_ ‘ .fiml rhnnppd horfes the ncxt morning at Klin, fituated npdn 
the Seftra, a broad rivulet j this village had been lately burnt, 
and the peafants were engaged in rebuilding their huts : 
near it we obferved a faw-pit, which, in this country, was 
too curious an object not to attract our notice. Beyond Sa- 
vidof we crofled a fmall river, and foon afterwards reached 
the banks of the Volga, which we coafted to Gorodna. The 
next morning the fprings of our carriage being ready to ftart, 
and one of the wheels being in a crazy Hate, we fent it on 
flowly, under the care of our fervants, and hired for our- 
felves the carts of the country, called kibhkis^ which we 
filled with hay, and arrived, after a cpnficlerable degree of 
jolting, at Tver, which is magificently fituated upon the 
elevated banks of the Volga. 

Tver owes it origin to Vlodimir Georgivitch great-duke 
of Volodimir, who in 1182 raifed a fmall fortrefs upon the 
point where the Tvertza falls into the Volga, in order to 
protedl his territories againll the incurlions of the inhabi- 
tants of Novogorod. Afterwards, in 1 240, the great duke 
Yarollaf II. built another citadel ujxm the fpot now occu- 
pied by the prefent fortrefs, and laid the foundation of a 
new town, which focrn cncreafed in population and wealth 
to fo great a degree, as to become the metropolis of an in- 
dependent fovereignty, called from the town the duchy of 
Tver. Yaroflof 1 I(. fon of Yarollaf II. and brother of 
Alexander Nevlki, received this duchy as his inheritance, 
and tranfmitted the fucceffion to a long train of defcendants. 

. The lail fovereign of this hereditary line was Michael 
Bbrifovitch, whofe lifter Maria was married to the great-duke 

♦ See Hifl. Gtog. Befchfeibung der Stadt Twer, Jourju Pet. for November, 1780. 

Ivan 


5 
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Ivan VaHilievifch I. The harmony which had for fome chap. 
time fubfiiled between thefetwo neighbouring princes was wj — j 
at firft rtrengthened by this alliance ; but in the courfe of a 
few years, either mutual jealoulies, or the ambitious views 
of Ivan, prodirced an open rupture ; and in i486 the latter 
belicged Tver with a large army. Michael, unable to refill: 
fo formidable an antagonift, abandoned the towm, and fied 
into Lithuania,, where he died in extreme indigence. Ui>on 
his retreat the inhabitants I'urrendered Tver to Ivan Vallili- 
evitc h. who bettowed it and theduchy as a fief u]H)n hiseldeft 
fon Ivan ; that prince dying in 1490, the great-duke an- 
nexed the duchy to his other dominions in the form of a 
province, and it’has/iever been again difmembered. 

Tver is divided into the old and new town : the former, 
lituated on the oppolite fide of the Volga, confirts almoll en- 
tirely of wooden cottages; the latter, about fifteen years 
ago, was, a few buildings excepted, fcarccly fuperior ; but 
being, in 1763, fortunately dertroyed by a dreadful con- 
flagration, it has rifen with lufire from its allies. The em- 
prel's was no fooner informed of this calamity, than Ihe or- 
dered a regular and beautiful plan of a new town to 
Ikctched by an eminent architedf, and enjoined, that all the 
houfes Ihoxild be re-conllru<iled in conformity to this model. 

She raifeil, at her own expence, the governt)r’s houfe, the 
billiop’s palace, the courtstof juftice, the new-exchange, the 
prifon, and feveral other publick edifices ; and offered m 
every perfon who would engage to build an houfe with 
brick, a loan of £^ 00 , for twelve years without intereft. 

The money advanced by her majelty upon this occafion 
amounted toXfiOjOoo; and Ihe has fince remitted one 
third of this fum. The ftreets, which are broad and long, 
iflue in a firaight line from a Iquare, or rather an oiflagon,, 

in 
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BOOK in the center : the houfes of this oftagon and of the prin- 
i cii>al ftreets are of brick ftuccoed white, and form a very* 
magnificent appearance. Part only of the new town, when 
we paired through it, was finilhed ; when it is completed, 
it will confift of two odagons, with feveral ftreets leading to 
them, and interfedling each other at right angles, and would 
be no inconfidei^ble ornament to the moft opulent and 
civilized country. 

There is an ecclefiaftical feminary at Tver, which is under 
the infpc( 5 lion of the bifliop, and admits 6oq ftudents. In 
1776 the emprefs inftituted % fchodl for the infiriaftion of 
aoo burghers’ children : they are taught to read, write, and 
call accounts, and a few of them are traine‘d to handicraft 
trades. In June, 1779, an academy was alfo opened in 
■this town, for the education of the young nobility of the 
province, at the charge of the fame imperial patronefs. It 
admits lao ftudents; who are inftrudled in foreign lan- 
guages, afithmetick, geography, fortification, tadlicks, na- 
tural philofophy, raufick, riding, dancing See. 

Tver is a place of conliderable commerce ; aiid both the 
Volga and the Tvertza were covered with boats. It owes 
its principal trade to its advantageous fituation, being near 
the conflux of thofe two rivcrsi; along which are conveyed 
all the goods and merchandize fent by w'ater from Siberia 
and the fouthern provinces towards»Peterlburgh. 

The Volga, the largeft river in Europe, rifes in the foreft 
of Volkonlki, about the diftance of eighty miles from Tver, 
and begins to be navigable a few miles above the tow'ii. It 
.isAhere about the breadth of the Thames at Henley, but 

« Ibid. 


exceedingly 
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exceedingly fliallow ; it is, however, confiderably increafed 
Jby the juiidion of the Tverza, which is broader, deeper, and 
more rapid. By means of the Tverza, a communication is 
made between the Volga and the Neva, or, in other words, 
between the Cafpian-and the Baltic, as will be cx])lained in a 
future chapter. The number of barges which paffed by 
the town in 1776 amounted to 2537; in 1777 to 2.641-; 
and the average number is generally computed at about 
2550. The boats are flat-bottomed on account of the fre- 
quent flioals in the Volga, and other rivers which compofc 
this long inland navigation. They arc conftrudted with new 
planks, which Ihrink. and leave wide intervals, that arc 
fometimes filled up with thin flips of wood cramped with 
iron, and not unfrequerttly flopped with tow. I'hc rudders, 
of thefe veflels have a very Angular appearance : the handle 
is a tree of about 50 feet long; at the further end whereof is 
a pole which defeends perpendicularly to the water, where, 
it is fixed to a broad piece of timber, which floats upon the 
furface. The pilot flands upon a kind of fcaffbld at the dil- 
tance of about 30 or 40 feet from the flern, and turns the 
rudder by means of its long handle. Thefe boats arc only 
built for one voyage ; • for, upon their arrival at Pcterlburgh, 
they are taken to pieces and /bid for fuel. 

1 have already had occafion to mention the prodigious 
wafle of wood arifing^ from the prevailing cuftom of 
forming planks with the axe. This pradice, extremely de- 
trimental to the forefts of the empire, was no lefs ufuaL 
among the ftiipwrights than among the peafants ; and the 
former, either from ignorance, or prejudice, could only be 
reconciled to the ufe of the faw by the lollowing expedient. 
Orders were ifliied from government, that each veflel, pair- 
ing by Tver, in which there was one plank talhioned with 
6 



the hatchet, ftiould pay a flap of ^ 6 . In Wnfequence of 
L-v^this decree the officer, who was fent to levy the fine, col^ 
levied the firft yearj( 6 ooo ; the fecond jfi 500 ; the third 
oo ; and the fburth nothing. By this Judicious regulation 
the ufe of the faw has been introduced among the Ruffian 
Ihipwrights, and ^ill probably in time recommend itfelf to 
the carpenters apd jjealants. 

The rifing fpirit of commerce has added greatly within, 
thefe few years to the wealth and population of the town. 
It contains at prefent at leaft i o,ooa fouls*; and the num* 
her of inhabitants in the government of Tver has increafed 
in a very furprifing degree; a drcumftancd which fliews 
che advantages arifing from her prefent majefty’s new code 
of laws,. Tver was the firft province of this empire which 
was newly modelled according to that code ; and it has al- 
ready experienced the beneficial effeds of thefe excellent 
regulations. 

Tver fieing a large town, we concluded that we ftiould 
find no difficulty in obtaining the neceflary repairs for our 
carriage, fo as to enable it' to carry us two or three days at 
leaft without requiring any fi’rther affiftance. Trufting, 
therefore, to the workmanfliip of a Ruffian fmiih, we far off 
about fix in the evening with •the expedation of reaching 
the nieSlt pdft, where we purpofed to pafs the night, in about 
four hours ; but we had fcarcely proceeded ten miles, before 
we perceived that the wheel, inftead of being ftrengthened,, 
had been weakened by the fmith’s unfkilfulnefs, and feemed 
every inftapt in danger of coming to pieces. In this fituation 
we flopped at a fmall village, where' it was not |)pffible to 
procure any accommodatipn, not even a candle to fmeaf the 
whtel, which required a conftant fiipply of greafe to prevent 

' It 
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^yfelf readfly it gave ui an opportunity to ! 

pay moie atten^fi and its enViroris than our 

tranfieUt jrtay Jhad hithe|^ pec^ us. We t^k uij 
abode at the lime Hbu^w^ quitted : it w^ an inn 

kept by; a German^ and Vis one of thei hew magnificent 
brick edifices latelVctinftni^V^j.^ut's^uw^ totally without 
funiiturepr'^bejis.' 

bn' the foiflbwing day we made an agreeable excurfion 
into the adjacent country ; we'firft croffed the Volga over a 
bridge of boats, and the Tyertza over a raft, and rode be- 
tween the banks of thofe two beautiful rivers. We then 
left the Volga to purfue its cpurfe towards the Cafiiian Sea, 
watering, as it pafles, fome of the moft fertile provinces of 
Ruflia, and bathing the walls of Cafan and Aftrachan ; and 
we made a circuit in the environs of Tviit:: we frequently 
Hopped to admire feveral delightful vie\vs of the new town 
magnificently feated upon the fteepbank of the Volga, the 
country gently floping towards the rivf r. ' 

Tver lies in the midft of a large plain, interfperfed here 
and there with;gentle acclivities, which can hardly be called 
hills ; , the cpunVy produces ift great abundance w'heat, rye, 
barley, oatSj buck-wheat, hemp and flax, and all forts of ve- 
getables'. Its forefts yield* oak, birch, alder, iwplar, moun- 
tsin-afh^ pines and firs, junipers, 8cc. The quadrupeds, 
which rove in the neighbouring country, are elks, bears, 
wolvie^;fhd fo hares, and rabbits; alfo 

b^dgClS^ ermines, ferrets, IqUirrels, and 

mWmt^teSj'&Civf The'prih^pal birds tfofervedi diftriH 
li i i : ^ '■ are 
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are eagles and falc?ons, cranesiiierons, fwans^, wild geefe and 
i . i ducks, partridges^ (quails, woodcocks land fnip^s j black-gajnf 
^fo crows and’ ravens, magpies and bl|ck-birds, ^ifparrows 
and llarlings, together with- nightingales, linnets, lurks and 
yellow-hammefs. The fifh which; are caught in the Volga 
are i^mdn, fterlet, tench, pike, perch, groundlings, gud- 
geons, and ibmetimes, but rarely, fturgeon and beluga. 

The fterlet being a very uncommcwi fifti, and probably 
peculiar to the northern parts of the globe, I am induced to 
give a deferiptiori of it, and to enumerate Ih^e principal ri- 
vers of Ruffia in which it V 

The fterlet, the acipenfer rutbenus. of Linnaeus, is a ipe- 
cies of fturgeon, and is highly efteemed fix' the flavour and 
delicacy of its flefli, and for its row, from which the fineft 
caviare is made* It is diftinguHhed from the other fturgeons 
by its inferior fize being feldom more than three f feet 
in length, and*Mpts colour. ^The top of the head and the 
back are ofaye^wifli grey j the fides of the body whUifli, 
and the belly white mixed with rofe-colour, efpecially to- 
wards the, mouth and vent* The eyes are of a Iky-blue, 

t ■> . -ii* 

encircled with white* The fnout is long and pointed, com- 
prefled' and fluited* The mouth is tranfverfe with thick 
prominent lips, which it has ^jhe power of drawing inwards, 
with a beard, confifting of four fmall and ibft cirrbi, or 
wattle^ It has five rows of pointed bony imbricated fcSles, 
one upon its back, two along its fides, and two under its 
belly* The row upon its back begins from the iifeck add 

* This diefcpi(>tlon is chiefly “ ueber andcrthRlb cllcn loiig/* or an el!^ 

Lepekin’s Rdfc, in his aecoxmt of the and aii half long. By an ell, I fiippofc, 
fifliery of Sinbir:^ upon the Vol. JL is meant an arjliime » a6 in€he$|;;;and then 

p. ^ ’ the length of theft will be 5 feet i inch, 

t Mr. Fallas fayS| that the dfrlcts of Sec Pallas* Rcife, Fart II., p. 446. Lepc- 
thc Irtiih are, next to thofis of the Oby, kin lays, that ^|hc Ibrlets of the Volga are 
She largeR in Rullia, being > frequently feldom more thnn two in length, 

1 ^ reaches 



l‘|dches to the dorfal fin. Th^ir number by ^hiqh l/in- 
ijaeus afcertains the fp^ies, and fixes at 15, varies from 
14 to 17. Th^ tivo fide rows begin from the up^ 
angle of the gill-covers, and reach to th^ middle of the taii ; 
their form is flat in the middle, with dentated margins 
turning towards the taU ; their number varies fromfio to 70. 
The two rows, which lie under the belly, begin from the 
peitoral and reach towards the ventral fins : they are four- 
fided, much fmaller than thofe mwn the back, and thicker 
than thofe on the fides. Befide thele five rows, there are 
alfo fome adepofe bony-fcales between the tail and the vent ; 
their number is invariably five. ^ 

The reft of tlie fkin is totally without fcales, but is ex** 
tremely rough to the topch. It has, like moft other fifli, 
two pectoral fins, two ventral, one anal, one doifal, and its 
tail is forked +. 

Many authors have erred in fuppofing this fifli to be pe* 
culiar to the Volga and the fcafpian fea ; for they frequent 
many other rivers, lakes, and feas, of the Ruflian empire. 
Muller informs us, that they are caught in the Dnieper, 
and feveral rivers falling into the ^"rozen Ocean, parti- 
cularly the Lena Lange aflerts, that they are found in 
the Yenifei ; Pallas deferibes ^them as inhabiting the Irtifli, 
Oby, and Yaik ; Geprgi mentions them among the fifli of 
the lake Baikal, and fometimes in the Angara. — We learn 
from Linnaeus, |hat, by order of Frederic'!, king of Sweden, 

Acipenfer Ruthcniis cirris 4. fqnamU’ n»u», in feiyn^Travds, VoI,Lp,89^ 
'<Iorialibus 15, Muf. Fred, I. p. 54, and and in Lepekin’s Rctl’c, Tab, 9* 

Faun, Sue, 27a. — In the Syft. Nat, p, 403, t S. R, G. IX. p, 4. Haygold’s RufT- 

hc defines it, Acipenfer ordinibus land, Vol* IL p» 416, PaHas Rcifc, P. f. 

inarum oirearum, intcrmcdio.ojTiculia, 15. p. 384, P, II* p» 446* Georgi Reife, Vol. I, 
f The reader wUl find aacngw^^^ 
the ftcrlet itt the Mufcum Fred* 

■ i i 
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f<?me live fterlets, 

the lalte Maeleiy where th?y prq^ate(j|i«?i 
They iiaye beefi fpfhetihies . 
laad^; and everi p ^ 

have been^rta^pf ttipfe ieasi;h»t-^ filh, whichefcaped^ 
frppi ibme velj^h thal t^ Ssi^es in paffing the 

fall8--df ;:0ie riyer,.]N^#v;. ^ ■ T' ^ ^ ■'- 

Sept/ i p^ Havipg pbtained the valuable aeqmfitipn of a 
new wheel, - we preceded on • pur journey in ;the afternoon, 
and were* enabled to reaeJ^ beTore the dole of the evening, 
Torlhok, yirhi^ is fttuatid upon the hai^i of the Tyertza. 
It is a large ftBiggUng place, confiftihg chiefly of wooden 
buildings, intermixed with a few publick. ftrudures and 
houfesof brick, lately ereded at the emprefs’s expence. ■ 
Although Torlhok was Only forty dittant from 

Tver, we efteemed it a fortunate cirpumftance that, during 
that fpace, np accident had haj)pened to our carriage. But 
we %ere not fp fuccefsful op the enlhing day ; for the axle- 
tree breaking about fix miles firom Vidropulk, we walked to 
that village ; and having procured a temporary axle-tree to 
fupport our infirm vehicle, we^again proceeded in kibitkis 
asikr as Vifhnei-Voloftiok, afp^^ remarkable for the canal, 
whipbj liy uniting the Tvert2|i ,and the Mafta, conneds the 
inland nS^atiPn .bptyreen- th^ and the Baltick. 

, V ilbnei- Vololhok, ope of the imperial viltagesenfpanchifed 
by the eppprefsy apd dido with confiddable privileges, 
has already r^appd wany benefits from its new immunities. 


Habitat 
tiffimiis Rex 
allatum in hoc 

1^0. 175. . ' - *•* ; 

4 ;%Dce fclatcs, in 

fesS going fir w&H 


t* of Ladoga^ wif-c beat to piecefl^% which 
accijjijot ttVe /fljv regained theirdib^ity 
aiicl fotnc of them, were afterwards taken. 
M; at CronRadl^ and one (^tched at Stock- 
bolm, which^ii^ cbrWei^ as grea* 
curiofitics^ hV notte had ever 

beeh fon in thofe foae bcfoit;?’ p* f i 

The 
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Tp inhabitants, raifed the' fituatioii 6f iaVes t» thk chap. 

of freemen, feem to haVe lhaken ofF their former iiidpieheeil. 
and to'have caught a new fpirit of enaulation and indOftry : 
they have turned their attention to trade ; * and are ai^keded 
,to a fenfe of the conafliercial advantages pbfieiled by the' 
place of their abodeX The town "k into- regular . 

llreets, and is already provided with a large range of Ihbps^ 
and warehoules, which line ’each fide of the canal. All the 

buildings are of wood, excepting the court of juftice efedted 
at the charge of the emprefs, and four brick houfes belong- 
ing to a rich burgher. During our ftay at Viflinei- Volofliock , 
we did nc^fajl to examine, with great attention, every part 
of the celebrated Canal, of whioh an account will be given in 
a future chapter .M-- - 

Having procured a new axle-tree, we quitted on the aift 
Viflinei-Volofiiok, eroded the river Shlina, and continued 
along a timber road^ carried over extonfive moralTes, and ’ 
abountUng with innumerable fmall bridges, without railing, 
and moftly in a ihattered Hate. 1 obferved fevefal villages, 
as well as fields and gardens, furrounded with wooden pali- 
fadoes, about twelve feet in height, which prefented a pic* 
turefque appearanct^ This cuftom of encircling villages 
in this country with ftakes is .very antient : for among the 
earlieiblaws of Rulfia we find one which enjoins t the pea- 
fants, under pain of the kpoot, to furround the towns and 
villages with palifadoes. Thefe enclofures were probably 
intended as a kiqd of defence againfi^foe defultory in« 
curfioni of the Tartar hordes bejpre the invention of 
gunpowder ; and the pradlice has been preferved, though no- 

* Oil the inland navigation of to (be of xt Yo]ume» 

i Haygoldj I/p. 

‘ longer 
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longer of ufe, afttorig a people rcmarkabli tefiadons M ^W 
' ulages. 'v, ’ - 

The country continued f for ibme wa|' a bog, covered with 
foreft^ ‘ and the vijlages' were bhilt upon, emiiiences of. 
faOd riling ‘i|Ut of the morafe*^^ ^ the night at 
Kholiloff, a fmall yillage, •which had alfo lately been confumed 
by fire; We need not wonder at thefe rejieated inftances 
of eOhflagration which fo freqdently occur in this country, 
when We Gonfider that the cottages are built with wood, 
and that the grejtfeft part of the peafantSj iyte thofetn Po- 
land, ufc, inftead of candles, long Hips of lighted deal, which 
they carry about the houfe, and even- into hay-lo|fsj. Without 
the leaft precaution. The next morning, the had roads 
having lhattered our new wheel, which was aukwardly put 
together, and began already to difplayfymptoms of premature 
decay, we Hopped to repair: but the repairs were as trea- 
cherous as the origiOlal fabrick ; for, before the end of the 
Hagfe, it again came to pieces, and' we were again delayed 
fome hours at Yedrovo before we could venture to continue 
our journey, when we thought ourfelyes blefled with the 
affiftance of a very mafterly mechanick, as his workmanlhip 
lalied to Zimagor, a fmall village, prettily fituated uponjthe 
borders ©f the lake Valdai* ,The country around Valdai is 
the moft agreeable and diyerfified we traverfed fince our de- 
parture fromMofeow* It rifes ^reeably into a variety of 
gentle eminences, and abounds with beautiful lakes, prettily 
ff«inkled with woody iflands, and fkirte(|with foreft, corn- 
fields, and paHures.l^ of thefe lakes is called 

Valdai, and feeraed to. be about twenty-njiles in circumfer- 
ence : in the middlOils an^fland containing a convent, which 
rife^ wil^iitswiijmerons fpires among clhfiers of furrounding 
trees. ; ^%aldai, whidi k^ves hs name^to lake, and to the 

; Tange 
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rai^e of hills in the tnidft of which it is fituated, contains ^hap. 
feyeral new'brick-buiidings ; and even the wooden hoafes 
are more decorated than the generality of Ruffian cottages : 
it lies upon an agreeable flopej and commands a pleafant view 
of the lake. The Valdai hills, though of no eonliderable 
elevation, are the higheft in this part of the country ; and 
feparate the waters which flow towards the Gafpian ftwn 
thofe which make towards theBaltick. From their foot, there 
was no longer a beautiful diverfity of hills and dales, en- 
livened with lakes ; but the country prefented, for a confider- 
able way, an viniform flat, with a vaft extent of morafs. 

On t|ie\%4th, in the rfternoon, we arrived in good time at 
Bronitza, ia village upon the Mafia, within twenty miles of 
Novogorod. We took up our abode for the night in the 
houfe of a Ruffian prieft, wliich in no wife differed from the 
other buildings either in fize or goodnefs. It was very 
clean, however, and comfortable, having a chimney and be- 
ing provided with a large plenty of wooden and earthen . 
utenfils. The prieft, not being attired in his clerical habits, 
was dreffed like the peafants,aiid was only diftinguiflied from 
them hy his hair, which hung loofe over his IhouUlers to a 
confiderable length.® He, his wife, and the reft of the family, 
were bufily employed in extracting the rOw from large quan- 
tities of fifh, which are caught in ihe Mafia, and with which 
excellent caviare is prepared. Having procured from 
our landlady fome of the choiceft of thefe filh, and having 
purveyed in tl>e village, by means of our fervant, a braec of 
ptarmigans, a bird of the partridge fpgcies, we fauntered out, 
while fupper Was ptfeparing, towards a neiglaboufing hill, 
which ftrongly attrailed onr attention. 

About two miles ffom the Village, in the middle of a vaft 
a in, rifes an infulated hill of a eircul arfrm, a compound 

of 



of faiid and day ; tJie lowj^jr fart, ao^ 
half its height, is thickly ilfewed witji detached f|ece5 of red 
and grey ^anite, fimilar td, naany others which make their 
appearance about the ^jaceht country, I meafured one of 
thefe mafles, and found : it , to be twelve feet broad, eight 
thifJt, and fijte above^the furfhee of the ground, but how 
deep it was buried I could not afcertain, ; . . ; . 

Naturalifts greatly, differ concerning the origin of thefe 
granitical maffes, and ty what means they were thus diffufed 
about the face of the earth. Some coujedure, that they 
were brought and left there by the waters ; other^ fuppofe 
them to have originally made parts^of the primidve rocks 
which exifted- in many places of the globip, and which by 
lapfe of time, or by violent convullio/is, have crumbled or 
been broken to pieces, and have left every where thefe vaft 
fragments as monuments of their prior exiftence 

Upon the fummit of this hill is a brick white- waflied 
church, which is a pleating objed from the adjacent grounds. 
Fronl its top we had a very Angular and extenfive profped. 
Immediately at its foot the country, for«three or four miles, 
is fomewhat open, and divided into large enclofures of pafture 
and corn. Towards the fouth rife the Valdai hills, ikirting 
an immenfe plain, which ftretches towards the north, eaft, and 
weft, as far as the eye can reach ; a vaft expanfe without a 
Angle hillock to obftrud the view : it feemed little more 
than an eUdlefs foreft, dotted ijlrith a few folitary wooden 
villages, which appeared Am ra^ny points in a boundlefs de- 
fert. Beyond, at a great djftance, we obferved the fpires of 

^ Sec foitii curictti cbnjcanrcs upon vertca^dans ^pluficuw contrecs dc lajluf- 
granite flopcf, of Bron fie^ 2iiC« ^Vq!. I. p. 4a, &c. 

TiuYch j and allb in iliitoire det ^ 

NoVdgorod, 
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Novogorod, and the lake Ilmen, fcarcely difcernible through 

thick gloom of the trees. « — ^ 

The forwardnefs of the harveft in this northern climate 
has been already mentioned * ; it had been fome time taken 
in, and the new corn was already fpringing up in many 
places ; that vegetable remains, during winter, buried under 
the fnow ; at the melting of which, in fpring, it (hoots upfpee- 
dily in thefe countries, where vegetation, upon the return- 
ing warmth of the feafon, is very quick in all its operations. 

But a 1 the (hortnels of the fummer does not always allow 
the grain time to ripen, the peafants ufe the following me- 
thod of drying it. TheycGi|ftrud a wooden building, feme- 
what fimilar to the fliell of their common cottages, without 
windows, and with ohly a (mail door : under this llrnClure 
is a large cavity, in which, a fire b?ing made, the new-cut 
corn, in the ear, is laid uixin the floor and dried ; it is then 
hung upon frames in the open air, and afterwards threflied. 

In this part.of our journey we paffed by numberlefs herds 
of oxen, moving towards Peteriburgh for the fupply of that 
capital. Moft of them had been brought from the Ukraine, 
the ndareft part of which country is dittant 800 miles from 
the metropolki During this long progrefs the drivers 
feldom «nter any houfe ; they ft()p to feed their cattle 
upon the flips of pafture which lie on each fide of the road ; 
and they themfelves have no other covering in bad weather 
but what is afforded by the foliage Of the trees. In the 
evening the ftill filence of the country was awfully 
interrupted by the occafional lowing of the oxen, and the 
carols of the drivers^ while the folitary gloopi of the foreft 
was enlivened by the glare of numerous fires, furrounded 
by different groups of herdfmen in various attitudes ; (ome 

• P.J5*. 
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were fitting round the flame, feme employed in drefling their 
V— ' provifions, and others fleeping upon the bare ground. They 
refembled, in their dfefs and nianners, a rambling horde of 
Tartars. 

I'he route from Mofeow to Peterfburgh is continued dur- 
ing a fpace of 560 miles, almoft in a ftraight line cut 
through the foreft, and is extremely tedious : on each fide 
the trees are cleared away to the breadth of forty or fifty 
paces ; and the whole way lies chiefly through endlefs trails 
of wood, only broken by villages, round which, to a fmall 
diflance, the grounds are open and cultivated. 

The road is of an uniform breadth, and is forrafed in the 
following manner: trunks^' of trees ^ire laid ^tranlVerfely 
in rows parallel to each other, and are bound down in the 
center, and at each extremity, by long poles, or beams, 
faftened into the ground with wooden pegs; thefe trunks 
are covered with layers of boughs, and the whole is ftrewed 
over with fand or earth. When the road is new, it is re- 
markably good ; but as the trunks decay or fink into the 
ground, and as the fand or earth is worn away or wafhed off 
by the rain, as is frequently the cafe for feveral miles toge- 
ther, it is broken into innumerable holes, and' the jolting of 
the carriage over the bare timber can better be conceived 
than deferibed. In many places the road may be conlidered 
as little elfe than a perpetual fucceffion of ridges ; and the 

• Mr., Hanway maJccs the following cu- “ cxpcnce of trees.*^ Hanway’s 

nous calculation of the number of trees Travels, vol. 1 . p. 92. 
employed to make a road of 1 50 verfts, or If we extend this calculation* over the 
loo miles, Allowing one tree with ano* whole extent of the RulE.in empire, reach - 
thtr to be 9 inches diameter, and the ing 4000 miles in. length, and: take in the 
** length 11 feet, and fuppoitng the foun« different crofs- roads, the expence of wood: 
dation and tides to be on)y half fo many muff be amazing 1 but .the foreffs are alfo 
more at the bridge is complied of, and boundlefs and inexhauffible. 

^ the road to be 46 feet wide, here is an 


motion 
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motion of the carriage a continual concuflion, and much 
greater than I ever experienced over the rougheft pavement. ' — ^ 

The villages which occafionally line this route are ex- 
tremely limilar to each other ; they ufually confiftof a lin- 
gle ftreet, vvith wooden cottages ; a few only being diftin- 
guiflied by brick houfes. The cottages in thefe parts arc 
far fuperior to thofe we obferved between Tolitzin and 
Mofcow ; they feemed, indeed, well fuited to a rigorous 
climate ; and although conftrudted in the rudeft and moft 
artlefs manner, are very comfortable habitations. The fite 
of each building is an oblong fquare, which furrounds an 
open area,, and, being enclofed within an high wooden wall 
with a penthoufe roof, Tooks on the outlide like a large barn. 

In one angle of this enclofure Hands the houfe fronting the 
ftreet of the village, with the ftair»cafe on the outlide, and 
the door opening underneath the penthoufe roof. It con- 
tains one, or at moft two rooms, one whereof is occupied by 
the whole family. 

I have frequently had occafion to observe, that beds are by 
no means ufual in this country ; infomuch, that in all the 
cottages I entered in Ruflia, I only obferved two, each of 
which contained two women at different .ends with their 
clothes on. The family flept generally uixju the benches, 
on the ground, or over the ftovc^'; occalionally men, women, 
and children, promifcuoqfly, without any diferiraination of 
fex or condition, and frequently almort in a ftate of nature. 

In fome cottages I obferved a kind of ftielf, about fix or feven 
feet frgm the ground, carried from one end of the room to 
the other;' to which Were fattened feveral tranfverfe planks, 
and upon thefe fome of the family flept with their heads and f(.et 

* The (love is a kind of brick oven ; it occupies almoft a quarter of the room, and ia 
iflat at top* 

K k k 2 occafionally 
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occafionally hanging down, and appearing to us, who were 
v-rv-^not aecuftomed to fuch places of repofe, as if they were upon 
the point of falling to the ground. 

The number of perfons thus crouded into a fmall fpace, 
and which fometimes amounted to twenty^ added to the heat 
of the ftove, rendered the room intolerably warm, and pror 
duced a fufFocating fmell, which nothing but ufe enabled us 
to fupport. This inconvenience was ftill more dilagreeable 
HI thofo cottages which were not provided with chimnies, 
when the fmoke, being confined in the room, loaded the at- 
mofphere’ with additional impurities. If wd openetl the 
lattices during the night, in order to relieve us from this oj>- 
preffioivby the admiflion of frefli air, fuel# an influx of coki 
w'ind ruflied into the room, that we prefbwed the heat and 
effluvia to the keenneft of thefe northern blafts. 

In the midft of every room hangs fronvtlio cieling a vef- 
fel of holy water, and a lamp, which is lighted only on par- 
ticular occafions. Every houfe is provided with a pidlure of 
Ibme faint coarfely «^^ubed upon-wood, which frequently re- 
fembles more a Calmuc idoh than the reprefentation of a 
human head : to this the- people- pay the higheft marks of 
veneration. All the members of the family the moment they 
pofe in the morning, and before they retired to fleep in the 
evening, never omitted ftanding before the faint ; they 
crofledahemfelves: during feveral minutes upon the fides 
and.on the forehead ; bowed very low, and fometimes even 
profltated themfelves on the ground. Every peafant alfo, 
upon entering the room, always paid his obeifance to this 
object of wonfliip before he addrefled himfelf to the family. 

The peafants, in their common intercourfe, are remark- 
ably polite to each other:, they take off their cap at meet- 
ing; bow ceremoiiioufly and frequently, and ufually ex- 
change; 
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change a falute. They accompany their ordinary diicourfe chap. 
yv^th much a^ion and innumerable geftures, and are ev- . 
ceedingly fervile in their expreflions of deference to their 
fuperiors : in accofting a perfon of confequence, they prof- 
trate themfelves, and even touch the ground with their headst 
We were often ftruck at receiving this kind of eaftern ho- 
mage, not only from beggars, but frequently from children, 
and occafionally from fome of the peafants themljelves. 

■ In the appearance of the common people, nothing fur- 
prized us more than the enormous thicknefs of their legs, 
which we at firft conceived to be their real dimenfions, until 
WQ were undeceived by the frequent exhibition of their bare 
feet, and by being admitted to their ^oi/e/s without the 
leatl ceremony. The bulk, .which created our alionilhmcnt, 
proceeded from the vaft quantity of covering? with which 
they Iwaddle their legs in fumracr, as well as in winter. 
Befideone or two pair of thick worlled ftockings, they en- 
velop their legs with wrappers of coarfe liaiinel or doth 
feveral feet in length ; and over thefe they frequently draw 
a pair of boots,, fo large as to receive their bulky contents 
with the utmoft facility.. 

The peafants are well clothed, comfortably lodged, and 
fccm to enjoy plenty of wholei6()me food. 'Fhcir rye-bread, 
whole blacknels at firft dilgufts the eye, and whofe fournefs 
the tafte of a delicate travejler, agrees very well with the ap- 
petite ; as 1 twjcame reconciled to it from ufe, I found it at 
all times no unpleafant morfel, and, when feafoned with 
hunger, it was quite delicious : they render this bread more 
palat^,blc by Huffing it with onions and groats,, carrots or 
green corn, and feafoning it with fweet oil. The other ar- 
ticles of their food 1 have enumerated on a former occafion ^ 

in. 
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BOOK in this place I lhall only obferve that muflirooms are fo cx- 

I ^ ceedingly common in thefe regions, as to form a very elfon- 

tial part of their provifion. I feldom entered a cottage with- 
out feeing great abundance of them, and in pafling through 
the markets, I was often aftoniflied at the prodigious qflan- 
tity expofed for fale: their variety was no lefs remarkable 
than their number ; they were of many colours, amongft 
which I particularly noticed white, black, brown, yellow, 
green, and pink. The common drink of the peafants is 
■quafs, a fermented liquor, fomewhat like fweet-wort, made 
by pouring warm water on rye or barley*meal ; and deemed 
^in excellent antifcorbutick. They are extremely fond of 
whiiky, a fpirituous liquor diftilled -/rond malt, which the 
pooreft can occafionally command, and which their inclina- 
tion often leads them to ufe to, great excefs. 

The backwardnefs of the Ruffian peafants in all the me- 
chanical arts, when compared with thofe of the other nations 
of Europe, is vifible to the moft fuperficial obferver. As 
we approached, indeed, towards Peterfburgh, and nearer the* 
civilized parts of Europe, we could not fail to remark, that 
the villagers were fomewhat more furniffied with the con- 
veniences of life, and fomewhat further advanced in the 
knowledge of the neceflary arts, than thofe who fell under 
our nonce between Tolitzin and Mofcow. The planks were 
lefs frequently hewn with the axe, and faw-pits, which wc 
had long confidered as objeds of curiofity, oftener occurred ; 
the cottages were more fpacious and convenient, provided 
with larger windows, and generally had chimnies : they 
were alfo more amply* ftored with houffiold furniture, and 

with wooden, and foraetimes even earthen utenfils. 
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Still, however, their progrefs towards civilization is very chap. 
inconfiderable ; and many inftances of the groffeft bai'barifm < — J— < 
fell under our obfervation, during the daily intercourfe we 
neceflarily maintained with the peafants. One inftance I 
lhall mention, becaufe it will ferve to Ihow into what a 
wretched ftate of ignorance the common people are ftill 
plunged, when even the fmalleft trace of fiich immoral 
pradlifes ftill fubfifts amongft them. In many families the 
father marries his fon, while a boy of feven, eight, or nine 
years old, to a girl of a more advanced age, in order, as it is 
faid, to procure an able-bodied woman for the domeftick 
fervice; he cohabits with this perfon, now become his 
daughter-in-law, hnd /requently has feveral children by her. 

In my progrefs through Rullia, I obferved in fome cottages, 
as it were, two miftrefles of a family, one the pcafant’s real 
wife, who was old enough to be his mother, and the other, 
who was nominally the fon’s wife, but, in reality, the father’s 
concubine. Thefe inceftuous marriages, fandtified by in- 
veterate cuftom, and permitted by the parifh-priefts, were 
formerly more common than they are at prefent ; but as 
the nation becomes more refined, and the priefls fomewhat 
more enlightened, and as they have lately been difeounte- 
nanced by government, they* are daily falling into dilufe;. 
and it is to be hoped, will be no longer tolerated K* 

, * Thofe 

The truth of this which fell un- people not only marry the. * fons at fonr- 
cter my own obfervation, and which I an- teen and fifteen years of age, but eve n at 
thentirated by repeated inquiries from all ♦♦ eight or nine, and that fur the fake of 
ranks of people, is (lill further confirmed “ having a work-w’oman the marc in the 
by the follovsing pafTage in the AntWofeto “ peri’on of their fon's wife : by thi l ime 
the Journey into Siberia, although the au- rule, they try ro keep their daugliHis 
thor gives another reafon for ibcfe early “ finglc as long as pulBblc, Ixroauic they 
Bwrrbges, ** The pcafaots and common don't chufe tc loi€awcvk**vvoman. 'fhclc 

** premature 
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BOOK Thofe peafants who furnifti poft horfes are called yam' 
' — ^Jbicsy and enjoy fome. peculiar privileges. They are obliged 
to fupply all couriers and travellers at a moll moderate price, 
namely, in the'deareft parts at i^d. and in many other parts 
at {d. per verft-* for each horfe ; and, in compenfation, they 
are exemptetl from the payment of the poll-tax, and from 
Ireing enlilled as foldiers ; notwithftanding thefeimmnnities,- 
the price they receive for their horfes is fo inconfiderable, 
that they always produce them with the greateft reludlance. 
The inllant a traveller demands a fupply of frelli horfes, the 
yamlhics alfemble in crouds, and frequently wrangle and 
quarrel to fuch a degree, as to afford amufcment to a perfon 
who is not impatientto depart. Their fquabblesanddifputes 
upon this occalion are fo remarkable as to have llrudc all 
travellers, who have given any account of this country. 
Chanceler, the firft Englifhman who landed at Archangel, 
and went from thence to Mofcow, could not fail to obfervc 
this circumftance, which equally prevailed at that period as 
at prefent +. “ Exprefle commandement was given, that 

“ poft- horfes Ihould bee gotten for him, and the reft of his 
company, without any money. Which thing was, of all 
“ the Ruffes in the reft of their journey, fo willingly done, 
that they began to quarrel, yea, and to fight alfo, in ftriv- 
“ ing ajftd contending which of them Ihould put their poft- 
“ horfes^to the fledde.” ^ 

In this defcription, however, Chanceler has made a ludi- 
crous miftake ; for the ol;)je<3: of their fquabbles was not to 

“ premature marriages are of very little uft their endeavours. It is only the inhabi- 

** to the Hate ; for which reafoiii methods tants of fomc of the provinces in RuiTia 

** to get the better of this cuHom have that Hill retain this bad cuHom,*’ P« 

been fought for, and I hope will foon take Antidote, 
place: the bifliopi are attentive to pre- * Three quarters of a mile*. 

^^vent thefe marriages as much as poffible, Hackiuyt's Voyages, vol, L p» 247. 

** and have of late fuccecdcd greatly in 
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obtain, but to decline^ the honour of furnifliing him with chap. 
hprfes^ The fame fcene is frequently renewed at prefent ; 4-^ 
as I have occafionally obferved that an hour’s unremitted al- 
tercation produced no elFetSt, and that the poft-malter at 
length obliged the yamlhics to fettle the intricate conteft by 
drawing lots. Indeed, as I have before remarked*^, it is 
ablbltttely neceffary for any foreigner, who withes to travel 
with expedition, not only to be provided with a palfport, but 
allb to be accompanied with a Ruffian foldier. The latter, 
immediatelyvUpon his arrival at the poft-houfe, inftead of 
attending to the arguments of the ]>eafants, or waiting for 
the flow mediation of the pofl-mafter,' fummarily decides the 
bufinefs by the jtowerful interpofition of his cudgel. The 
boors, quickly filenced by this dumb mode of argumentation +, 
find no difficulty in adjufting their pretenfions, and the 
horfes almoft inftantly make their appearance. 

In our route through Ruffia I was greatly furprized at the 
propenlity of the natives to lingiiig. Even the peafants, who 
a<5ted in the capacity of coachmen and poftilions, were no 
fooner mounted than they began to warble an air, and conti- 
nued it, without the leaft intermiflion, for feveral hours. 

But what ftill more alloniflied me was, that they performed 
occafionally in parts; ^nd I have frequently obferved them 
engaged in a kind of mufical dialogue, making rcci])rocal 
queflions and rel'ponfes, ag if they were chanting, (it I may 
fo exprefs myfelf), their ordinary converfuioji. 

The poftilions fmg^ as I have juft obferved, from the be- 
ginning to the end of a ftage; the fold vers continually 

during their march; the countrymen//?^ during themoft 

* p. 3-6, f Argmnentum Baculimnn. 

VoL. I. ‘ L 1 1 laboiious 
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BTOK laborious occupations : the public^lMU% i 
— vl^ their carols ; and in a ftill evening I have frequency 
heard the air vibrate with the notes fr(^ the furronnc^ 
villages.. 

An ingenious author*’, long reiident in RuiEa, and who 
has turned his attention to the lludy of the inational mufick, 
gives us the following information upon this curious fub- 
jedt. The general mufick that prevails among the common 
people in Rufiia, from the Duna to the Amoor and the 
Frozen Ocean, confifts in one fpecies of fimple melody, 
which admits of infinite variation, according to the ability of 
the finger, or the cuftoin of the feveral provinces in this 
cxtenfive empire. The words of the forfgs are moftly in 
profe, and often extempore, according to the immediate in- 
vention, or recolledkion of the finger ; perhaps an antient 
legend, the hiftory of an enormous giant, a declaration of 
love, a dialogue between a lover and his miftrefs, a murder, 
or the defcription of a beautiful girl; fometimes they 
• are merely letters and fyllables taken from fome old 
accidence, metrically arranged, but feldom in rhyme, 
and adapted to this general air. Thefe latter words are 
chiefly ufed by mothers in finging to their children, while 
the boors, at the fame time, .perform their national dance 
to the fame tune, unaccompanied with inftrumental mu- 
fick. , 

I have been alfo informed, that the fubjedl of the fong 
frequently alludes to the former adventures of the finger, 
or to his prefeht fituation ; and that the peafants adapt the 

, • Stachlin. See h^s Nachrickteii von lagen, V. II. j). 6 o to 65 } where fpecimena 
der MuCk in Rutland, in Haygold’s Bqr. of this air are pven. 

topicks 
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tdpiicks of their common difcourfe, and their difputes with 
each other, to this general air ; which, altogether, forms — < 
ati extraordinary effedt ; and led me to conjedure, as I have 
before expreffed myfelf, that they chanted their ordinary 
converfation. 


Lila 
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C H A II. 

Novogorod.— //j power^ grandeur y independence, 

decliney fubjeBiofty and dmnfal.-^IU prefent Jiate.^—Ca^ 
thedral of St. Sophia .— introduHion of painting into 
Ruilia . — Price of proviftons at ^o^ogoroA.— ^Incidents of 
/o Peterfburgh, 

BOOK \ T Bronitza we croffed the Mafta upon a raft compofed 
_ of feven or eight trees rudely joinod together, and 

which fcarcely afforded roona for* the carriage and two horfes. 
We then continued our route, through a level country, to 
the banks of the Volkovetz or Little Volkof, which we pafled 
in a ferry ; and, after mounting a gentle rife, defcended into 
the open marlhy plain, of pafture,>which reaches, without 
interruption, to the walls of Novogorod : that place, at a 
fmall diftance, exhibited a .moft magnificent appearance ; 
and if we might judge from the great number of churches 
and convents, which on every fide prefented themfelves to 
our view, announced our app/'oach to a confiderable city ; 
but upon our entrance our expe£lations were by no means 
realized. 

No place ever filled me with more melancholy ideas of 
fallen grandeur than the town of Novogorod. It is one of 
the moft antient cities in Rulfia ; and was forrnerly called 
Great Novogorod, to diftinguifti it from other Ruffian towns 
of a fimilar appellation According to Neftor, the earlicft 

^ NiOinei Novogorod and Novogorod Severlkon 

3; of 
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of the Ruffian hiRorians, it was built at the fame time with 
Kjof, namely, in the middle of the fifth century, by a Scla-v—vl-- 
vonian horde, who, according to Procopius, iffued from the 
banks of the Volga. Its antiquity is clearly proved by a 
paffage in the Gothick hiRorian, Jornandes, in which it is 
called Civitas Nova, or New Town We have little in- 
fight into its hiRory before the ninth century, when Ruric 
the firfl great-duke of Ruffia reduced it, and made it the 
metropolis of his vafl dominions. The year fubfequent to 
his death, which happened in 879, the feat of government 
was removed, under his fon Igor then an infant, to Kiof ; 

‘ and Novogorod continued, for above a century, under the 
jurifdidion of goveraors nominated by the great-dukes, 
until, in 970, Svatoflaf, the fon of Igor, created his third fon 
Vladimir duke of Novogorod : the latter, fucceeding his fa- 
ther in the throne of Ruffia, ceded the town to his fon 
Yaroflaf, who, in 1 036, granted to the inhabitants very con- 
fiderable privileges, that laid the foundation of that extra- 
ordinary degree of liberty which they afterwards gradually 
obtained. From this period Novogorod was for a long time 
governed by its own dukes ; thefe fovereigns were at fnit 
fubordinate to the great-dukes, who reiided at Kiof and \'olo- 
dimir; but afterwards, as the^own increafed in population 
and wealth, they gradually ufiirped an abfolute indepen- 
dency. , 

But while they thus (hook off the yoke of a diftant lord, 
they were unable to maintain their authority over their own 
fubje£ts. Although the fucceffion was allowed to continue 
in the fame family ; yet, as the dukes were elected by the in- 

* Sclavini a Civitatc NovA ct Sclavino Civitas Nova, Novogorod. i 5 ,R, G. vol, V. 
Riimuncnfe, et lacu qui appellator Mufi- p. 383. 
anus, &c« Tnis lake is an 4 the f S* R* G» vol. V. p. 397. 

habitants, 



BopK habitants, they gradually bartered a#ay^ as tbe price of thwr 
nomination, all their ihoffi valuable pfetog^riVyr They wfei» 
top lb frequently depof^, that^ for hear tWb cpnthrib^i the^ 
lilt of the dukes refembles more a' c^lfehdar Of annual kh^- 
giftrates, than a regular line of hereditary princes : and, in 
effect, NovogofOd was a republick ’ under the jUrifdidtion 
of a nominal Ibyereign; ^ 

The privileges enjoyed by the inhabitants, however unfa- 
vourable to the power of the tihfces^ greatly befriended the 
real interefts of the towh : it became the gr^at haart of trade 
between Ruflia and theHanfeatick cities; atid foade the molt 
rhpid advances in opulence and population. ; At this period 
its dominions were fo extenfive its poweffo great, and its 
lituation fo impregnable, as to give rile to a proverb, 
contra Deos et Magmm N(yv 6 gardiam f S^lciQ'^t^^ refill the 
Gods and Great Novogorod?^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ■ ' 

It continued in this^ flouriffiihg Rate'^ the middle of 
the 1 5th century, when the great-dukes of Ruflia, whofe ah- 
ceftors had reigned oyer this t(^h^ and who ftill retained the 
title of dukes of Novogorod, having transferred their refi- 
dence from Kiof to Volodimiri and afterwards to Mofcow,' 
laid claim to its' feudal fovereignty, a demand which the 
inhabitants fometirnes put off»by compofition, fometimes by 
refiftanc'e, but werO f(Mnetiraes compelled to acknowledge. 
At length, ha 1471, Ivan Vaflilievitch I. having fecured his 
dominions againll the inroads of the Tartars, and having 
extended his empire by the conqueft of the neighbouring 
principalitieSt Ventured to aliert his right to the fovereignty 
of Novogorod, and enforced his pretenfibris by a formidable 

* Its territory extended to the North as Archangel, arid aiarge diflri^ beyond the 
far as the frontiers of Livonia and Finland, north*wcftcrn Ikriits of Siberia* 
and comprifed great part of the province of * \ ^ 

army: 
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vanqiiiflied^tliif of the reptiblick oppoied chap. 
in the field ; aiidj having forced the citizens to af>. . ' . 

J^igwJ^g^.his cliiihlS, .a^ a governor, who was per- 

mitted to refide in, the town, and to exercife the authority 
formerly vefted ini their own dukes This power, however, 
being exceedingly limited, left them in, the entire polTeflion 
of their moft valuable immunities : they retained their own 
laws ; chofe their o<vn magiftrates ; and the governor never 
interfered ill publick affairs except by appeal. 

; Ivan, howevet:, by no means' contented with this limited 
i^cies of - govwninent, watched a favourable opportunity 
of extending his authority ; and, as a pretence is never 
Wanting to a powerful aggrefibr, he, in 1477, laid fiege 
to the town. His d^gns being abetted by the internal 
feuds and diflentions which had long prevailed in this in- 
dependent republick, the inhabitants were conftrained to 
fubfcribe to all the conditions impofed by the haughty con- 
queror. The gates were thrown open ; the great-dvike en- 
tered the place in the character of fovcreign ; and the whole 
body of people, tendering the oath of allegiance, delivered 
into his hands the charter of their libertiesi which unani- 
mity would ftiU have preferved inviolate. 

One circumftance, recorded , by hiftorians as a proof of the 
unconditional fubjeiStion of the town, was the removal of 
an enormous bell from Novogorod to Mofcow, denominated 
by the inhabitants eternal\ and revered as the fymbol of their 
litferty and the palladium of their privileges. It was fuf- 
fpended in the market-place ; its facred found drew the 
people inftantly from the. moft remote parts, and tolled th» 

, Its government was limjlar to that of under the jurifdi^tion of their own magif- 
the German r(qi>ublicks,^ W^ trates* 

the emperor as their liege* lord, but are 

4 ftgnal. 
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fignal of foreign ,dai(jge| ore%t|ft«^^ gleat^ 

.jieration,., , wfiicji, Jie (^js§d. 

inhabitants con&dersd’ its f^render as the fntiei pretHRlS '^of 
depardng'liber^f:^^'^.!-^; ^ v' ■ 
From this period abfointe 

fovereign of Novqgop^di ,althhh§h #e oftenfiMelorihs of 


governnient jfere flil m firder to ^nfure the 

obedience of his new fnbjeasy hf tfstt^^ 

a thonfand of the jw-incipal ehizens 

towns, and fecured the Kremlinj in wHchiheigeh^^ 

whe^ he- canie to Novo^ ftnong walls Of 

hricL Notwithftanding the defpotifin to whkh the inb 
bitants were fiibje<£l, aiid the oppreffick whiph, they exp^^ 
encedfrora Ivan and hisfucceflrors, yet Novogdrod ftill con- 
tinued the largeft and moft coipperdal d in all Ruffia, 
as will evidently appeitf from the following defcription of 
Richard Chancelery who p^ed through it in 1554 in his 
way toMofcowi “ Next Unto- Mofeow, the city of Novo- 
*f gorode is reputed the chiefeft of Rullia ; for although it 
“ jbe in majeftie in^ in greatneffe it goeth be- 

^ yond it. It is the chiefeft and greateft matte towne of all 
“ Mofcovie ; and albeit the emperor^ feate is not there, but 
;“i at Mofto, yet the coramodioufneflfe^o^^^^^ river, falling 
“ into that gttlfe which is palled j^inus Finnieus, whereby it 
“ 4 s well frequented by merchants, raafcSs k more famous 


“ thsm Mofco itfeif t * 

^ Devcnuc fujctte,” fays L^vefque *VVilte iropoftantc ;• tant le foiifflfe du pou- 
^ith great fpirir, ellc va chaq^3'‘^wr Pfetf ^ voir, arbitralire ^ftift^Iant & define 
^j(j4re de fbn domainc, de ^ pppuiatbos de HiftoifC dc, Rullle, Tom. IL^p. 
cmitMrctf de ics rkheifes, ^ dans ^ f 
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^ An idea of its populoufnefs, during this period, when 

compared with its prefent declined ftate, is manifeft from < 

the fadl, that in 1508 above 15,000 perlbns died of an 
epidemical diforder*; more than double the number of 
its prefent inhabitants. In its moft flourilhing condition 
it contained at leaft 460,000 fouls f. Under the reign of 
Ivan Vaffilieviteh II. the profperity.of Novogorod exijeri- 
enced a moft fatal downfall, from which it never recovered : 
that monarch having, in 1570, diftovered a fecret corre- 
fpondence between fome of the principal inhabitants aiid 
Sigifmond Auguftus king of Poland, relative to a furrender 
of the city into his hands, inflided the moft exemplary 
and inhuman vengeance upon them. He repaired in per- 
fon to Novogorod, and apjwinted a- court of inquiry, juftly 
denominated the tribunal of blood. Contemporary hiftorians 
relate, that its proceedings continued during the fpacc of 
live weeks; and that on each day of this fatal period more 
than 500 inhabitants fell vidims to the vengeance of in- 
cenfed defpotifm. According to fome authors, 25,000, 
according to others, more than 30,000 perfons periflied in 
this dreadful carnage. Thofe writers, who were the tzar’s 
enemies, have probably exaggerated the number of thefe 
executions ; and it is but jultice to atld, that fome I c ircum- 
ftances in their relations are proved to be unqueftionably 

* S. R. G. vol. V. p. 494. t ^ I’on y prccipiialt Ics droyeiis pir cen- 

t It noiv contains fcarcely 7000. taincs.” Hill, tic RoHic II. p. 482. 

i Both foreign and Rufltan authors rchte OthrT hiftorians relate, th;it he aflcmhlctl 
that many ol* tlic condemned were thrown, in one Ipot rite princtpal inhabitants of the 
frem the bridge into the river, and that town, rii.it he rode aniongft them, accom- 
perlbns were placed in boats, who prevented panied by his Ibn, and pierced the unfoi tu- 
theni from efcaping by fwimming, but they nate victims of hi?: fury .with his own hands, 
do not confidcr.ihat this fadf is laid to have uiifil, fari/pied with the maftacre, he ordered 
pafted in winter, when the riversdn Kiiftia his guards to coinjdeic the butchery. But 
^all froxew. L’Evcfquc foftens this ac- fuch cxag^ratctl accounts do not deferve 
cWmt, .but without fufticient authority, by much credit, 
laying, “ II fit ouvrir icf glares dii V^olkhof, 

VoL. I. M m m 


falfe ; 



tddX faife j blit thdiigh we ought h^'io giVi^ lnfl|likt 
•' ’ vthe acCUuiits recorded by his idverfaiHes, *fe^'1^ 
confeffioii ' of his a^logifts, there ftill rethains 
evidence of his favage ferocity in thil baihtfou^i^^ 
which' 6(^uai§j if not' furpalJes, in crufeltyj the maiQk;re at 
Stockholtii uhdfer Chfiftiah'H. ' a . 

This horrid Cataftrdphe ihd the fubfequent oppredibns 
which the town experienced froth that great|‘thOugh fah- 
gUinary prince, fo impaired its ftifehgth, that it is' defcribed 
as^'a place of ruin and defolatioh by Uhlfield, the Dartilh 
ethbaifador, who foon' afterwards pafled thrmigh hi' But al- 
though the fplendour of this once flourilhing town received 
a very coniiderable diminution, yet it was not totally ob- 
fcUred Until %e foundation of Peterlikirgh, to which fa- 
vourite capital Peter the Great transferred all the commerce 
of the Baltick, which befdrb centered in Ndvogorod. 

The prefent town is furrounded by a rampart of earth, 
with a range of old towers at regular diftances, forming a 
circumference of fcarcely a raile and an half ; and even this 
inconfiderable Circle includes much open fpace, and many 
boufes which are not inhabited. As Novogorod was built 
after the manner of the antient towns of this country 
in the Afiatick ltyle,this rampart, like that of the Semlaino- 
gorml at Mofeow, pro^bly enclofed feveral interior circles ? 
without it jjvas a vaft extenfive Suburb, which reached to 
the diftance ot fix miles, and included within its circuit all 
the convents and churches, the antient ducal palace and 
other ftrudlures, that now make a fplen^d, but foUtary ap- 
pearance, as they lie fcatteredm the adjacent plain. 

Novogorod ftretches bn both fides of the Volkof, a beau- 
tiful river of coofiderable depth and rapidity, and fomewhal 

broader 
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%paci^ than the Tham^ at .WimMbr, Thia river Ajparates ^^^f* 
t% town into two v^iyijions, the Trading Part, and the 
0 uar.tef of St. Sophii^: wh^h are united by means of a bridge^ 
pMtly woodet^ and partly brick. 

The firft divifion, or the Trading Part, is, excepting the 
governor’s houfe, only a rude duller of wooden habitations^ 
and in noother refped: di(linguilhed from the common villageSf 
than by a vad number of brick churches and convents, which 
Hand melancholy monuments of its former magnificence. 

In all p^s 1 was ftruck with thefe remains of ruined gran- 
deur; while half-cultivated fields enclofed within high pali- 
fadoes, and large fpaces covered with nettles, attelled its 
prefent defolate condition. Towards its extremity a brick 
edifice, and feveral detached firudures of the fame mate- 
rials, ereded at the emprefles expence, for a maniifadlurc 
of ropes and fails, exhibited a moft fplendid figure when 
contralled with the furrounding wooden hovels in the town. 

The oppofite divifion, denominated the Quarter of St. 
Sophia, derives its appellation from the cathedral of that 
name, and comprehends the fortrefs or Kremlin, conftrudled 
for the purpofe of curbing the inhabitants, and of prevent- 
ing the frequent infurredions occafioned by the rifing fpirit 
of oppreffed liberty. It is of^an irregularly oval form, and 
furrounded by an high brick wall, ftrengthened with round 
and fquare towers : the wall is limilar to that which enclofcs 
the Kremlin atMofcow;* and was conllruded in 1490 
by the Italian archited Solarius of Milan, at the order of 
Ivan ValTilievitch I. foon after his conqucft of Novogorod. 

The fbrtrefs contains the cathedral of St. Sophia, the old 
archiepilcopal manfipn with its ftair-cafe on the out- 
j^de, p^rt pf.a new, palace which was not yet finiflied, 
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a few other brick buildings, h.uf tbe.i%maining h a 
wafte, overfpread with weeds and nettles, and Anoyered with 
ruins. .... . 

The cathedral of St. Sophia is probably one of the moft 
antient churches, in Ruffia: it was begun in 1044 by Vla- 
dimir. Yarollavitch duke of Novogojrod, and completed in 
1 051 It was probably conftrudled foon after Chriftianity 
was firft propagated in KulSia by the Greeks, and was called 
St. Sophia, from the chtirch of that name in Conttantinople. 
It is a high fquare building, with, a gilded edpola, and four 
tin domes. • We entered this venerable pile through a pair 
of brazen gates, ornamented with various figures in alto 
relievo, reprefenting the Paffion of our Saviour, and other 
fcriptural hiftories. The prieft informed mcj that, according 
to tradition, thefe gates of brafs were brought from the an- 
tient town of Cherfon t, where Vladimir the Great was bap- 
tized, and are fupppfed to be of Grecian workmanfliip : they 
are in confequence of this perfuafion called Korfunfkie 
Dveri, the doors of Cherfon. But if we admit the truth 
of this tradition, how (hall we account for the following 
Latin charafters, which I obferved upon them ? ' 

p.c. WICMANNVS MEGIDEBVRGENSIS 

ALEXANDER cpe^DEBLVC I CH. 

AVE MARIA GPACIA PLEHS DHS TRCVG!. 

The firft part of this ihfcription feems to prove rather, that 
they came from Magdeburgh in Germany ; and it is a cir- 
cumftance by no means improbable, as the inhabitants of 
Novogorod, through their commercial connections, main- 


* S. R. G. vol. V, p. 398. A wooc?en 
church of the fame name had been firft con- 
fir a(fVed about the year 1000 by Joachim, 
the firft bifljop of Novogorod, on the (pot. 


where this cathedral now ftands. Ibid 

p. 394. 

t Now in Crim Tartjiry* 

fained 
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tained, even in thofe early times, a no lefs frequent intercourfe chap. 
ypith Germany than with Greece. - * / 

In the infide of this cathedral are twelve mafly pillars 
white-waftied, which, as well as the walls, are thickly covered 
with the reprefentations of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and 
of various faints. Some of thefe paintings arc of very high 
antiquity, and probably anterior to the revival of the art in 
Italy. The following reafons induce me to adopt this opinion. 

Many of thefe figures are in 2^. bard flat of colouring upon 
7 L gold ground^ and exadlly fimilar to thofe of the Greek artifts, 
by whom, according to Vafari, painting was firft introiluced 
into Italy in the following manner. 

Towards the ‘latter end of the 1 3th century fome Greek 
artifts were invited to Florence to paint the chapel of the 
Gondi in that city. Although their defign and colouring 
were very bard and flat^ and they chiefly reprefented the 
figures on a field of gold', yet their productions were much 
admired in that ignorant century. Cimabue, who was then 
a boy, was fo ftruck with their performance, that he was 
acenftomed to pafs all the time he could ftcal from fchool 
in contemplating the progrefs of their work, liis enthufiafm 
being thus kindled, he turned his whole attention to theftudy 
of an art to which his natural genius feemed inclined. 1 lis 
firft compofitions had all the defects of the mafters whom he 
imitated ; but he gradually improved as he advanced, and 
laid the firft rude foundation of that aftonifliing excellence 
which the fchools of Italy afterw'ards attained. 

As painting w^as thus brought into Italy from the Greek 
empire, when there was fcarcely any connexion between 
thofe two countries, we may be well alTurcd that it was in- 
troduced at a more early period into Ruflia, from the fame 
quarter; not only becaufe a conftant intercourle had been 

lung 
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BOOK long maintained between the great-dukes and the emperors 
— vlw'Of Conftantinople ; and becaufc the patriarch of that citjr 
was formerly the head of the church eflablilhed in Rullia ; 
but likewife becaufe the Ruffians, being converted to Chrifti- 
anity by the Greeks, were accullomed, after their example, 
to decorate their temples with various figures, and muft 
have received from them uuny portraits of faints, which 
form in their religion a neceffiiry part of divine worfhip. 
We may conclude, therefore, that the cathedral of St. Sophia, 
which was built in the nth century, and is one of the 
mort antient churches of Ruffia, was neceflarily ornamented 
with the figures of faints by fome Greek artifts, which 
the great-dukes of Novogorod drew from* Conftantinople, 
The daubings in queflioh, indeed, are fo indifferent, as 
not to have deferved a particular inquiry, if they had 
not affifted in illuftrating the progrefs of the liberal arts, 
and in afcfertaining the early intiodudlion of painting into 
this country, at a period when it was unknown even in 
Italy 

Several princes of the ducal family of I’uftia arc interred in 
this cathedral. The firft is Vladimir Yarollavitch, who was 
Iwrn in 1020, died in 1051+, and was buried in this church, 
wdnch he himfelf had foundcp, and juft lived to fee com- 
pleted. Befide his tomb, are thofe of his mother Anne, 
daughter of the ealtern emj'cror Romanus, his wife 
Alexandra, his brother Miclliilai’, and, laftly, of Feodor, 
brother. of Alexander Nevlki, who died in 1228. I'be 
moll antient of thefe fepulchres are of carved wood pilt and 
lilvered, and furrounded with iron fails ; the others are of 

* Jnm din pins^iinl Riithoni, ct qnis cre- Kilai liir l:i Rib. p. 19, 
tlat? leculo duodecimo, I'uys Fiuconi.-— bee f b. R. G, vol, V. p, 399, 


brick 
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b|j^^d. mortar. ^4|hm,the.fandluary the walls are co- 
y^|d;With curious J^f^aick compartments, of coarfe work->— ^ 
rii^nUup, and feemii^l^ 

pur landlord, w and his inn, though fmall, , 

was one pf the mol): commodious we had hitherto met witl^ 
in Ruffia : it was neatly furniflied, and afforded us beds, 
a great article pf luxury in this country, which we had no 
fmall difficulty to procure even in the city of Mofcow. 

By the affillance of our landlord we obtained the follow- 
ing lift of the price of provilions in thefe parts : 


iBurchcr’s meat per Ruffian pound* 

Black bread per ditto 
White common ditto • 

French ditto 

Butter ditto 

Ten eggs from 

Pair of fowls from 

Fatted goofe 

Couple of wild ducks 

Tame ditto 

Brace of partridges 

Black game, cock and hen 

Hare 

Quart of milk 

Beft fpirituous liquors per quart ^ 

Word fort 

Pair of peafants leather fliocs 
Boots « 

Round hat 

Peafant’s Ihirt, no collar or wriflband, and YCiy flwrt 
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Our coach was fo ftiattered by the bad roads, that wc 
thought it moft prudent to leave it at Novogorod, and 


we 


^ A Ruffian pound » 14! Eoglilh ounces. 
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BOOK xvQ continued our journey in -the common carriages oiP 
(the country, called kibitkis, A kibitki fmall cart, 
capable of containing two perfons abreaft, while the driver 
fits upon the further extremity clofe to the horfes’ tails. It 
is about five feet in length, and the hinder half is covered 
with a feraicircular canopy, open in front like the top of a 
cradle, made of laths interwoven and covered with birch or 
beech-bark. There is not a piece of iron in the whole ma- 
chine. It has no fprings, and is faftened by means of 
wooden pins, ropes, and fticks, to the four wheels, the boxes 
of which are of an extraordinary length, and projed above 
a foot beyond the orbit of the wheels. The Ruffians, when 
they travel in thefe carriages, place a feather-bed in the 
bottom, admirably calculated to break the intolerable jolts 
and concuffions, occafioned by the uneven timber roads. 
With this precaution a though inferior in fplendour, 
equals in comfort the raoft commodious vehicle. The tra- 
veller ftretches himfelf at his length upon the feather-bed, 
and, if inclined, may dofe away the journey in perfc6l tran- 
quillity. But being novices as to the belt method of 
equipping this fpecies of conveyance, we fuffered a layer 
of trunks and other hard baggage to be fubftituted in the 
place of feather-beds ; thefe fubltances, fo much more 
bulky, and fo much lefs yielding than down, obliged us 
either to fit under the canopy in a floping poiture, or upon 
the narrow edge of the carriage ; in the alternate enjoy- 
ment of which deledtable politions, we paffed twelve hours 
without intermiffion, and with no refrelhment. Thofe who 
have ever regaled themfelves amidft a pile of loofe trunks 
and boxes in the balket of a heavy-laden ftage* coach, over 
6 the 
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the roilgheft pavement, Would efteem that mode of convey- 
apce Ittxury to what we experienced^ Our impatience, hnw. i. , 
ever, to reach Peterlburgh beguiled in fome meafure the 
bruifes we received from Our kibitkis and their contents ; and 
induced us to perievere ihbur route till after ten at night, when^ 
upon our being depofited in a fraall village, 1 had fcarcely 
ftrength remaining to crawl to fome frefli ftraw fpread for 
our beds in the corner of an unfurnilhed inn : with the 
comforts of this delightful place of repofe I was fo ena- 
amoured, that I could not be prevailed upon to relinquifli it 
even for a few minutes, for the enjoyment of an excellent 
ragout prepared by our fervant, and which a conftant fad- 
ing fince nine in the rnorning tended greatly to recommend. 

A tolerable night’s reft, and the profpe61: of only fifty 
miles between us and Peterlburgh, induced us to realTume 
our former ftations, and to brave a repetition of our fatigue. 

The country we paffed through was ill calculated to al- 
leviate our fuftcrings by transferring our attention from our- 
■felves to the objects around us. Excepting the environs of 
Novogorod, which were tolerably open, the road made of 
timber, as deferibed on a former occafion, and as ftraight as 
an arrow, ran through a jierpetual foreft, without the leaft 
intermixture of hill or dale, and with but few flips of cultivated 
;ground. Through the dreary extent of iio miles, the 
gloomy uniformity of the, foreft was only broken by a few 
folitary villages at long diftances froni each other, without 
the intervention of a Angle houfe. Itchora, the laft village 
at which we changed horfes, though but ao miles from the 
capital, was fmall and wretched, and the adjacent country as 
inhofpitable and unpeopled as that we had already paffed. 
i^bout ten miles from Itchora we fuddenly turned to the 
aright, and the feene inftantaneoufly brightened : the \voods 
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j way ta cultivation ; the qountry began^^to^^ 

iu-ypi^with houfes ;. the inequalities of the timber roaii were fu^- 
ceeded by the level of a fpacious caufeway equal to the 
fineft turnpikes of England ; the end uf each verft» was 
marked with fiiperbmile-ftones of granitel*^ marble; and 
a long avenue of trees was clbfed at the diftance of a few 
miles with a view of Peterihvflgh, the obje^ of our wifties, 
and the terndnation of om 

* Throughoiii ajl the high roadi of each veril (or ttiree^^uarteri of a milc)^ i| 

mcked by a woodea^poft, about tveliio feet; iaiieighvpauitjDdT 
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CHAP. m. 

jMjlification of Peter the Great for transferring the feat of 
empire from Uoicovi to St. Pcterfburgh . — Defcription of 
ibe new metropolis,-— Its foundation and progrefs.——Cir~ 
cumference and population.— -Inundations of the Neva.— - 
Remarkable flood in the year 1777 . — Bridge of pontoons.— 
Plan formal bridge of a fingle arcb acrofs the Neva. — Goloflal 
Jiatue of Peter the Oxt-M.—Aocount of tbe pedejlal^ and of 
its conveyame to PcterflDurgh . — General obfervations on 
tbe weather ai St. Peterlburgh during the winter 778. 
—Precautions aghinjl tbe Cold.—Druerjions a^ winter 
Jcenes uppn fbe 'liieriL.—Ice-biUs.r—Jnnupf^^ upon its 
frozen furface- : 


S AINT Peteffburgh is fituated In the latitude of 59' 5 6^^ chap. 

23'" north, and longitude 30' 25" eaft, from the > V- 
firft meridian of Greenwich. It ftandsupon the Neva, near 
the Gulf of Finland,, and is built partly upon fomeillands in 
the mouth of that river, and partly uixin the contin*cnt. Its 
principal dlvifiohs are as follow: i. The Admiralty quarter;; 
a. The Vafli|,iGftrof ; ; 3. The fortrefs ; 4. The Ifland o^ 

St. Peterlburgh ; and 5, The various fuburbs, called the 
fuburbs of Livonia, of Mofcow, of Alexander Neviki, and 
of Wibui^h. Their peculiar fituation, with refpeil to each 
other, will be better exphained by the annexed plan of the 
town, than by the, moft elaborate defcription. 

Peter the Great has incurred confiderable cenfure for trans-- 
ferringthe ftat of empirefromMofcow to Peterlburgh: itha^ 
been urged, with ibme degree of plaulibility, that he was inf 
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BOOK efFeft rtaore an AfiatiCk than an European fovereign ; that 
w-v-^Mofcowsj^ing nearer to the center of hi^ dotninions, wa^> 
better cafetilated for the imperial refidcnce ; that, by 
reiHoving his capital,- he neglected the interior provinces,, 
and faerificed every other confideration to his predilection 
for the fettlements upon the Baltick,- 

But it by no means appears, that although Peterfburgb. 
was thus fituated at the extremity of Ruffia, that therefore 
he neglected any other part of his vaft dominions. On the 
contrary, he was no lefs attentive to his Afi^ick than to his 
European provinctes : his repeated negotiations with the 
€hinef^ his campaigns againfl the Turks; andhis eonquell 
of the P^eriian provinces which border upon the Cafpian 
prove the truth of this aflertion. It is no lelg obviousj that 
Europe was tbie quarter from whence the greateft danger 
to his throne impended, that the Swedes vVere his moft for- 
midable enemies,, and that from them the very exiftence 
of his empire was threatened with annihilation. It was not 
by leading his troops againft the defultory bands of TurkS' 
or Perfians, that he was able to acquire a folid military 
force ; but by training them to endure the firm attack of 
regular battalions, and to learn m conquer at 1 aft by repeated* 
defeats : with this delign, theonearer he fixed his Teat to the 
borders of Sweden, whofe veterans had long, been the terror 
of the north, the n)ore readily his droops would imbibe their 
military fpirit, and learn, by encountering them, their well 
regulated manoeuvres. Add to this, that the proteClion of 
the new commerce, which he opened through the Baltick, 
depended upon the creation and maintenance of a naval 
force, which required his inimediate and almoft continual 
feifpeCtion. « 
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To this circutnilance alone is owing the rapid re- 
l^edtable rife of the Ruilian power, its preponderance in the ^ 
north, and its political importance in the fcale of Europe. 

In a word, had not Peter 1. transferred the feat of govern- 
ment to the Ihopes of the Baltick, the Ruflian navy had never 
rode triumphant in the Turkifti feas ; and Catharine li. had 
never Hood forth what flie now is, the arbitrefs of the 
north, and the mediatrix * of Europe. 

Thus much with refpe<St to the political confequence 
which Rudia derived from the |)ofition of the new metro- 
polis : its internal improvement, the great objedt of Peter’s 
reigny was Gonfiderably advanced by approaching its capital 
to the more civilized parts of Europe ; by this means he 
drew the nobility from their rude magnificence and fipudal 
dignity at Mofeow to a more immediate dependence upon 
the fovereign, to more polilhed manners, to a greater degree 
of focial intercourfe Nor was there any other caufe, perhaps, 
which fo much tended to promote bis plans for the civiliza- 
tion of his fubje<Hs, as the removal of the imperial feat from 
the inland provinces to the fliores of the Gulf of Finland. 

For the nearer the refidence of the monarch is brought to 
the more poliflied nations, the more frequent will be the in- 
tercouric with them, and the rpore cafy the adoption of their 
arts ; and in no other parts could the inllux of Ibrtigncrs be 
lb great as where they were allured by comniercc. 

Inoppofitiontothecenfurersof Peter, weeannot bvit efteem 
this a<5l one of the moft beneficial of his reign : and one might 
even venture to aflert, that if, by any revolution of Eurojie, 
this empire Ihould lofe. its acquifitions on the Baltick ; if 
the court Ihould repair to Moi^w, ant! maintain a fainter 

« If iTiuil be remeoib rel, that Catharine It. mediated the peaceof Tefcbcn, in 1779, 
between the emperor ot Uermany and the king ot Pruffia. 

c conne>flion. 
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BOOK connedtion with the European powers before any eflenti^ 
A— reformation in the manners of the people fliouM have tak^n 
place, Ruffia would foon-relapfe into her original barbarifm ; 
tind no traces -of -the memorable improvements introduced 
by Peter I. and Catharine H. w'ouH’^ be ibund but in the 
*annals of hiftory. 

■As' I walked about this metropolis' I was filled with afto- 
niftiment upon refledling, that-lb late as the beginning of 
this century, the ground on 'which -Peterlburgh now ftands 
was only avafi morafs oeoipied by a few filhermens’ huts. 
■The firft building ei the city is fo recent as to be almoft 
remembered by fome perfons who are now alive ; and its 
gradual progrefs is accordingly traced ^without the leaft dif- 
ficdfty. ' Peter-the Great had no fooner wrefted Ingria from 
the Swedes, and advanced the boundaries of his empire to the 
fliores of the Balcick, than he determined to eredl a fortrefs 
upon a fmall ifland in the mouth of the Neva, for the pur- 
pofe of fecuring his conqnefts, and opening a new channel 
of commerce As a prelude to this iinderfciking, a fmall 
battery was immediately raifed on another ifland of the 
'Neva, upon the fpot now occupied "by the Academy of Sci- 
ences, and it was commanded by Vaflili Dmitrievitch 
Kortlbrnin. All the orders of the emperor fent to this 
officer were dire!61:ed Vafiili na Oftrof, to Vaffili upon the 
Ifland; and hence this part of the town was called ’Vaffili 
Ollrof, or the Ifiand of 'Yaffil?- 

The fortrefs was begun on the -i 6th of May, i yog ; and, 
notwithftanding all the obftru£tions arifing fi’om the marfliy 
nature of the ground, and the inexperience of the workmen, 

♦ Sec Hift. peog, and Top« Bicfchrcibci:^ der Stadt S, Pet, id the Journal of St, Pet* 
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a fmaU citadel furrounded with a rampart of eaith,. and 
ftrengthened with fix battions, was comjdeted in a Ihort 
fpace of time. An author who was in Rulfia at that 
period, informs its-, “ that the labourers were not furnilhed 
“ with the neceffary tools, as pick-axes, fpades and ftiovels, 

“ wheelbarrows, planks, and the like ; notwithilanding* 
which, the work went on with fuch expedition, that it 
“ was furprizing to fee the fortrefs raifed within lefsthaiv 
“ five months, though the earth, which is very fcarce there-' 

“ abouts, was, for the greater part, carried by the labourers 
** in the Ikirts of their clothes, and in bags made of rags 
** and old mats, the ufe of wheel- bgirrows being then un- 
“ known to them." 

Within the fortrefs a few wooden habitations werccreefted* 

For his own immediate refidence Peter alfo ordered, in the 
beginning of the year 1703, a fmall hut to be railed in an- 
adjacent ifland, which he called the iflancl of St. Peterfburgh, 
and from which the new metropolis has taken ks name ;■ 
this hut was low and fmall ; and is ttill i^refcrved in •memory 
©f the fovereign who condefeended to dwell in it. Near it 
was foon afterwards conftrutled another wooden habitation, 
but larger and more commodious, in which prince Menzikof 
refided, and gave audience to foreign rainifters. At a fmall 
dittance was an inn, much frequented by the courtiers anil 
perfons of all ranks ; to ivhich Peter himfelf, on Soiulays 
after divine-fervice, frequently repaired, and w'ould there 
drink with his fuite and thofe who happened to be prel'ent, 
as f^eiSlators of fire-works and other diverfions, which were 
exhibited by his orders.. • 

* Perry’* State of Ru(Ea, Vol. I. p. 30o» 

On 
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B^K On the 30th of May, 1706, Peter ordered the ramparts 
of earth to be deraolifhed, and began the foundation of the 
new fortrefs on the fame fpot. In 1710 Count Golovkin 
built the firft edifice of brick ; and in the following year 
the tzar, with his own hand, laid the foundation of an houfe, 
to be erected with the fame materials K 

Fronv thefe fmall beginnings ro£e the preferit- metropolis 
of the Ruffian empire,; and in lefstlian nine years after the 
firft wretched hovels of wood were eredted, the feat of em- 
pire was transferred from Mofcow to Peterfburgh. 

'The defpotick authority of Peter, his zeal for the im- 
provement of the new capital, and his endeavours to make it 
refemble the other cities of Europe, will* appear from the 
following- orders iflued by his command. In 17 1 4 a mandate 
was put forth, that all buildiiigS upon the Ifland of St. Pe- 
terfburgh, and in tlie Admiralty Quarter, particularly thofc 
uix)n the banks of the Neva, ftiould be conftrudled after the 
German manner with timber and brick ; that each of the 
nobility and principal merchants fhould be obliged to have an 
houfe in Peterfburgh^ that every large veffel navigatingto 
the city fhould bring 30 ftones, every fmall one 10, and 
every peafant’s waggon three, towards the tonftrudlion of 
the bridges and other public, works ; that the tops tff the 
houfes fliould be no longer covered with birch-planks, and 
bark, fp dangerous in cafe of fire, ])ut fliould be roofed with 
tiles, or clods of earth. In 1716 a regular plan t for the new 
city was approved and publiflied by Peter. According to which 
the principal part of the new metrojiclis was to Et fituafed 
in the Vaffili Oftrof ; and, in imitation of the Dutch towns, 

* Journal St. ?et. for 1779. 

The reader ivill hml a delineation of-this plan in Pqr^^’s State of Rulfia. 
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canals were to be cut through the principal ftreets, and ^hap. 
to be lined with avenues of trees. This plan, however, was v— ^ 

never carried into execution. Under the emprefs Anne 
the imperial refidence was removed to the Admiralty Quarter. 

The nobility foon followed the example of the fovcreign ; 
and at prefcnt, if we except fomeof the publick edifices, and 
the row of houfes fronting the Neva, the Vaffili Ollrof is the 
word: part of the city, and alone contains more wooden 
buildings than all the other quarters. 

Succeeding fovereigns have continued to embellifli Peterf- 
burgh, but none more than the prefent emprefs ; who may, 
without exaggeration, be called its fecond foundrefs. Not- 
withrtanding, however, all thele 'improvements, it bears 
every mark of an infaht city, and is ftill, as Mr. Wraxall 4- 
jurtly obferves, “ only an immenfe outline, which will rc- 
** quire future ernpreffes and almoft future ages to com])lctc.” 

The ftreets in general are broad t and Ipacious ; ami three 
of the principal ones, which meet in a point at the Admi- 
ralty, and reach to the extremities of the fuburbs, are at leaft 
two miles in length. Moft of them are paved ; but a few 
are ftill fuffered to remain floored with planks. In feveral 
parts of the metroiK)lis, particularly in the Vaftili Oftrof, 
wooden houfes and habitations, fcarcely fuperior to common 
cottages, are blended with the publick buildings ; but this 
motley mixture is far lefs common than at Mofeow, where 
alone can be formed any ide*a of an antient Ruffian city. 

The brick houfes are ornamented with a white ftucco, 
hassled feveral travellers to fay that they are built 
with ffone; whereas, unlefs I am greatly miftaken, there are 

♦ Wraxall’s Tour, p 231. 

f a lley are iiioftly as broad at Oxford-Strect : thofe svith canals mucl» broader. 
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BOOK only two ftone ftrudures in all Peterfburgh, the one is a pa- 

lace, building by the emprefs upon the banks of the Neva, 

called the marble-palace : it is of hewn granite, with niar- 
blc columns and ornaments ; the other is the church of St. 
Ifaac, conftrudlcd with the fame materials, but not yet fi- 
niflied. 

The manlions of the nobility are many of them vaft piles 
of building, but are not in general ui>on fo large and mag- 
nificent a fcale as feveral I oblerved at Mofeow ; they are fur- 
nifhed with great coll, and in the fame elegant flyle as at 
Paris or London. They are fituated chiefly on the fouth- 
fide of the Neva, either in the Admiralty ‘Quarter, or in the 
fuburbs of Livonia and Mofeow, which are the fineft parts 
of the city. ‘ 

The views upon the banks of the Neva exhibit the moft 
grand and lively feenes I ever beheld. That river is in moll 
places broader than the Thames at London : it is alfo deep, 
rapid, and as tranfparent as chryftal ; and its banks are lined 
on each fide with a continued range of handfome buildings. 
On the north fide the fortrefs, the Academy of Sciences and 
the Academy of Arts are the moft ftriking objects ; on the 
oppofite fide are the Imperial palace, the Admiralty, the 
manlions of many Ruffian nobles, and the Englifli line, fo 
called becaufe (a few houfes* excepted) the whole row is oc- 
cupied by the Englilh merchants. In the front of thefe 
buildings, on the fouth fide, is the Quay, which ftretches for 
three miles, except where it is interrupted by the Admiralty ; 
and the Neva, during the whole of that fpace, has-been lately 
embanked, at the expence of the emprefs, by a waflpara- 
pet and pavement of hewn granite, a moft elegant and dur- 
able monument of imperial munificence. 
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Peterfburgh, although it is more compa» 5 l than the other 
Ruffian cities, and has the houfes in manv ftrects contiaiious ■ - - < 
to each other, yet ftill bears a rcfcmblance to the towns of 
this country, and is built in a very ftraggling manner. By 
an order lately iffued from government, the city has been 
cnclofed within a rampart, the circumference whereof is a i 
verfts, or 1 4 Englilh miles. 


The average |X)pulation of Peterfburgh may be colleiled 
from the following lilt of births and deaths during feven 
years. 

Deaths. 

Males 


1771 


Births. 

Males 

Females 


1772 

1773 


Males 


^774 pemales 


1775 

1776 


Males 


Females 

N.itives. 

Males 

Females 

nn I’ori i;:;iicrs« 

Males 

Females 


Males 3 i 37 _,__„ 

23.22 Females 1642 

=4727 

= 5031 
= 4458 

= 3107 
= 44^’ 3 


=4759 

=5483 

2 839_ M.ales 

2598” Fem.ales 
-4961 

28i 6_^ Males 

2 3 8 t ~ ^ ^ ^ Females 

Xitivcs. 

M.ales 

, Females --tj.. , . 

r.^854 Forcij'j'icrs. 

Males 265 

Females 2 3 5 

Total of birth for 7 years 36,67 2 Total of deaths 3 2,165 

average of births, omitting fmall Ira^fliono 5-38 
of (IcaMis 4594 


2717 

26181 

265 

254 


2899 

1559 

2694 

1769 

3117 

2043I 


By multiplying the births 5238 by 25, the fum is 134,950; 
aiitl the deaths 4594 ^^7 the lum is 1 19,444. 
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By taking the medium, therefore, between tljele two 
fums, we have 126,697 for the number of inhabitants *. . 

Peterfburgh, from its low and marlhy lituation, is fubjeft 
to inundations, which have occafionally ril'en fo high as to 
threaten the town with a total fubmerlion. Thefe floods are 
chiefly occalioned by a weft or fouth-weft wind, which, 
blowing diredtly from the gulf, obftrudts the current of the 
Neva, and caufes a vaft accumulation of its waters. On the 
1 6th of November we had nearly perfonal experience of 
this dreadful calatnity : being invited to a mafquerade at the 
Cadet’s in the Vaflili Oftrof, on our approach to the bridge, 
we perceived that a ftormy weft wind had already fo much 
fwelled the river as confiderably to elevate the pontoons ; 
and the tenfion of the bridge was fb great as to endanger its 
being broken to pieces. Inftead, therefore, of repairing to 
the mafquerade, we returned home, and waited for fome 
hours in awful expeilation of an immediate deluge. Pro- 
videntially, however, a fudden change of wind preferved 
Peterfburgh from the impending cataftrophe, and the inha- 
bitants from an almoft univerfal confternation, which their 
recent fufFeiings had imprefled upon their minds. I allude 
to the flood which overwhelmed the town in the month of 
September, 1777, and whofp effeds are thus deferibed : 
“ + In the evening of the 9th, a violent ftorm of wind blow- 
“ ing at firft S. W. and afterwards W. raifed the Neva and 
“ its various branches to lb great an height, that at five in 


* Swfslick eftimates the population of there arc more births than deaths. Won' 
Peterlburgh at 133, iy6, by multiplying tlic the whole, the population reivi‘t 0 urgh 
births with 28 ; nnd 132,990 by multiplying may be eflimatcd in round numbers at 
the deaths by 26 ; neither of which iiiim- 130,000 of fouls. See Siifslick Gottliche 
bers (lifFers elVenti.illy Irom the rverage Orldining. Vol. III. p. 650. 
number in the context : he adds, that T'e- I* Journ. St, Pet, Sept, 1777. 
texibuigh is the only large town in which 
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« the morning the waters poured over their banks, and fud- 
“/ienly overflowed the town, but more particularly the»JlIlL 
“ Vaihli Oftrof and the ifland of St. Pciorflnirgh. The 
“ torrent rofe in feveral ftreets to the depth of four feet 
“ and an half, and overturned, by its rapiility, various 
“ buildings and bridges. AI)ont feven, the wind ihifting 
“ to N. W. the flood fell as fuddenly ; and at mid-day molt 
“ of the ftreets, which in the morning could only be palfcd 
“ in boats, became dry. For a fliort time the river role 10 
“ feet 7 inches above its ordinary level 

The oppofite divifions of Peterft)urgh, fituatc d on each 
fide of the Neva, are conneiled by a bridge on pontoons, 

which, 


* Mr. Kraft, profclTor of experimental 
philofophy to the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences, has written a judicious treatife 
upon the inundation of the Neva, from 
wiiich the following obfervations arc ex- 
tracted. Thefe floods arelcfs alarming than 
formerly, as the fwclling of the river to 
about fix feet above its ufual level, which 
iifcd to overflow the whole town, have no 
longer any clTed, excepting upon the lower 
parts of Pcterlburgh ; a circumflance owing 
to the gradual raiJing of the ground by 
buiUlings and other caufes. 

Ui>on tracing the principal inundations, 
the profelior informs us, that the luoflan- 
tienf, of which there is any tradition, hap- 
pened in 1691, and is mentioned by Weber, 
from the account of fomc fifiiermcn iitha- 
biiing near Niefehants, a Swcdifli redoubt 
upon the Neva, about three miles from the 
r#^i|nt fortrefs of Pcterlburgh. At that 
peiidJ th5.’\4teis iifually role every five 
years ; and the inhabitants of that diflricl 
no looner perceived the particular florms 
which they had been taught from fatal ex- 
perience to confidcr as forerunners of a 
flood, than they took their hovels to pieces, 
and, joining the timbers together in the 
form of rafts, fattened them to the fummits 


of the highefi trees, and repaired to ;hc 
mountain of Duderef, which ls diflani lix 
miles from their place of abode, where they 
waited until flic waters fuhfidcd. 

The liighett uiundatio’?s, c\cepring the 
laft of 1777, were rhofc of tl:- ift v)f No- 
vcnibcr, 1726, \’"hcn the wticrs rofe 8 feet 
2 inches, and on the ad Oi%bcr, 175^, 
when they rofe 8 fee. 5 inches. 

Ftx)m ii long courfc of ol>rcrvationa the 
profcllbr draws the following conclufion, 
The,highcfl floods, i.aincly, thofc which 
rife about fix feet, have generally happened 
Jin one oi the fair latt mon !is of tlie year: 
no fenliblc effect \i ever produced by rai:; or 
fnow ; a fwell is foiuciinies occalioiicd by 
the accumuiation of malus of ice at the 
mouth of the Neva; but the principal 
caufes of the overflow'ing of that river arc 
derived from violent ftorms and winds 
blowing S.W. W. orN. W, which ufually 
prevail at the autumnal equinox ; and itie 
height of the waters it always in proportion 
to the violence and duration of rholc winds. 
In a word, the circumttancci moft liable to 
promote the overflowings of the Neva, arc 
when, at the autumnal equinox, t:.rec ' i' 
four days before or after the full or a w 
moon, that luminary being near her pcii- 

gaum, 
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wliicb, on account of the large mafles of ice driven clown the 
« — ^ flream from the Lake Ladoga, is ufually removed when they 
firrt make their apjjearance ; and for a few days, until the 
river is frozen hard enough to hear carriages, there is no 
communication between the oppofite parts of the town. 

The depth of the river feems to render it impoffiblc to 
build a ftone bridge ; and even if one could be conftriided, 
it muft ncceflarily be deftroyed by the vaft flioals of ice, 
which in the beginning of winter are hurried down the ra- 
pid ftream of the Neva. In order to remedy this inconve- 
nience, a Ruffian peafant has projedted the fublime plan of 
throwing a wooden bridge of a fingle arch acrofs the river, 
which in its narroweft part is 980 feet in bi'eadth. 

The artift has executed a model 98 ‘feet in length, which 
I . examined with great attention, as he kindly explained its 
proportion and mechanifm. 

The bridge is upon the fame principle with that of Sebaff- 
haufen, excepting that the mechanifm is more complicated, 
and that the road is not fo level. 1 lhall attempt to deferibe 
it by fuppofing it fmilhed, as that will convey the beft idea 
of the pl;tn. The bridge is roofed at the toj>, and covered 
at the fules : it is formed by four frames of timber, two on 
each fide, compofed of various beams or trulfes, which fup- 

a violent N.W. wind drives the wa- mouth of the Baltick. 

TtTS of the NortluMii Oceim, during the in- Sec Notices ct Remarquer, fur les dt hor- 
fluk of the fide, into the Baltick, and is ac- demets do la Neva ;'i Sr. I’crcrfbaiirg ac- 
companied, or inlt anfaueoully luccceded By cornpagnccs d’une carte leprcfentant la 
a S.W. wind in that Tea and the Gulf of cr'ue el la diminution des caux, &c. — In 
Finland, AH thefe circuinilances concurred Nov. Ac. Pet. for 1777, P. IF. p. 47. 
at . the inundation of 1777: it happened which excelUnt titaiiic I \vo!T»d^ xfci> -tiie 
t'vo days before the aijiumnal equinox, four curiotis reader for further inform nion. 
before the full iooon,twoafrLTpa(i:ng through * Wken I v\:id at Bcicrfburgf., the bridge 

(liQperigieum, and i)y .1 fr.irm at S.W, which which had been taken away a as replaced, 
was preceded by ihong W. winds' in the and continued during, the whole winter. 
.Norti.ein. Ocean, uifd llrong N. v\ iads at the 
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port the whole machine. The road is not, as is ufual, car- chap. 
tied over the top of the arch, but is fufpended in the middle, 

• The following proportions I noted down with the greateft 
exa( 5 lnels at the time when they were explained to me by 
the artilt. 


Length of the abutment on the north end 658 feet. 

Span of the arch 

Length of the ahutincnt on the foiith end 6<;9 

Length of the whole llmdure, in^lutling the abutments 3596 

The plane of the road upon its firfl afeent makes an angle of five degree! 
with rite otd’uary lurfacc of the river 

Mean 1 wel of rlic riwr to the top of the bridge in tlic center i63 

Ditto to the l)('ttein of the hvi.lge in the center 126 

Height of tiu biidge from the bottom to the top in tlie centre 41 

Height from the botto?n of the bridge in the center to the road 7 

Height fr(MU the bottom of ditto to the water 84 

Height from tlie water to the fpring of the arch 56 


So that there is a dilFerenceof 35 feet between the road at 
the fpring of the arch, and the road at the center ; in other 
words, an afeent of 35 feet in half 980, or in the fpacc of 
490 feet, which is little more than eight-tenths of an inch 
to a foot The bridge is broadeft towards the lides, and di- 
minidics towards the centre. 

In the broadeft part it is 168 feet. 

In the center or narrowed 4a 

The breadth of the road is • 28 


The artift informed me, that to comjdctc the bridge would 
require 49,650 iron nail;f, 1 2,908 large trees, 5,500 beams 
to llrengthen them, and that it would colt 300,000 rouldcs, 
or ;^6o,ooo. lie fpeaks of this bold projed with the ufual 
warmth of genius ; and is perfcdly convinced that it would 
be pradicable. I muft'own that 1 am of the fame oi)inion, 

* The afeent of the road of the bridge at Schaffliaufcn is barely four-tcnihs of ;in in h 
in a foot. 

tllUlLlll 

o 
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though I hazard it with great diffidence. What a noble 
»effe£l would be produced by a bridge ftriking acrofs the 
Neva, with an arch 980 feet wide, and towering i68 fett 
from the furface of the water. The defcription of fuch a 
bridge feems almoft chimerical ; and yet, upon infpedlion of 
the model, we become reconciled to the idea. But whether 
the execution of this ftupendous work may be deemed poffi- 
ble or not, the model itfelf is worthy of attention, and refle6ts 
the higheft honour on the inventive faculties of that unim- 
proved genius : it is fo compadtly conftrudled, and of fuch 
uniform, folidity, that it has fupported 3540 i)ood, or 
127,440 pounds, without having in the lead; fwerved from 
its diredtion, which I am told is far more, in proportion to its 
lize, than the bridge if completed* would have occalioii 
to fuftain from the preflure of the carriages added to its own 
weight. 

The perfon who projedled this plan is a common Ruffian 
peafant ; and, like the Swifs carpenter who built the bridge 
of Schaffhaufen^ pofleffedof but little knowledge in the the- 
ory of roechanicks This extraordinary genius was appren- 
tice to a ftiopkeeper at Niffinei Novogorod : oppofite to his 
dwelling was a wooden clock, which excited his curiofity. 
By repeated examinations he comprehended the internal 
ftrudlure, and, without any kffiftance, formed one exadlly 
firailar in its proportion and materials. His fuccefs in this 
firft eflay urged him to undertake the conftrudlion of metal 
clocks and watches. The emprefs, hearing of thefe won- 
derful exertions of his native genius, took him under her 
protedlion, and fent him to England ; from whence, on ac- 

* For the account of the bridge of Schaffhaufen, fee tlie Sketches on the State of 
Swifierland. Letter 11, 

7 
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count of the difTiculties atleiuliiig his ignorance of the l.m- 
giiagc, lie loon returned to lUilfia. 1 law a rciieaiing watch' — 
of his workmandiip at the Academy of Sciences : it is about 
the bignels of an egg ; in tlic inlide is rcprelcnted the tomb 
of our Saviour, with the lione at the entrance, and the cen- 
tinels upon duty; fuddenly the ftone is removed, the centi- 
nels fall down, the angels appear, the women enter the Ic- 
pulchrc, and the fame chant is heard which is perlormetl on 
Eafter-eve. Thefe are trifling, although curious perform- 
ances ; bur the very planning of the bridge was a moll I'ub- 
lime conception. This perfon, whole name is Kulibiu, 
bears the aiipearance of a Ruffian pealant ; he has a long 
beard, and wears >he common drefs of the country. He re- 
ceives a penfion from the emprefs, and is encouraged to fol- 
low the bent of his mechanical genius. 

One of the nobleft monuments, as my ingenious friend 
Mr. Wraxall obferves, of the gratitude and veneration paid 
to Peter I. is the equcftriaii flatue of that monarch in 
bronze : it is of a Coloflal fize, and is the work of Monficur 
Falconet, the celebrated French ftatuary, call at the expence 
of Catharine II. in honour of her great predecelTor, whom 
file reveres and imitates. It reprefents that monarch in the 
attitude of mounting aprecipce, the fummitof which he 
has nearly attained. He appears crowned with laurel, in a 
loofe Afiatick veil, and fljtting on a houfing of bcar-fkin : 
his right hand is llretched out as in the ad of giving bene- 
didion to his people ; and his left holds the reins. The de- 
fign is mallerly, and the attitude is bold and fpirited. If there 
be any defed in the figure, it confifts in the flat pofition ol 
the right hand ; and, for this reafon, the view of the left fide 


VoL. I. 


^ Wraxall’s Tour, p. 214. 
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ivth&tnofl; ftriking, where the whole appearance is graceful 
— V— / and animated. The hdirfe is rearing upon its hind legs ; and 
its tail, W'hich is full and flowing, flightly touches a bronze 
ferpent, artfully contrived to aflift in fupporting the vaft. 
weight of the ftatue in due equilibrium, nie artift has, in 
thisnoble eflay of his genius, reprefented Peter as the legiflator 
of his country, without any allufion to conqueft and blood- 
llied ; wifely preferring his civil qualities to his military ex- 
ploits The contraft between the compofed tranquillity of 
Peter (though perhaps not abfolutely charadteriftick) and the 
lire of the horfe,- eager to prefs forwards, is very ftriking. 
The fimplicity of the infeription correfponds to the fiiblimity 
of the defign, and is far preferable to a pompous detail of 
exalted virtues, which the voice of flattery applies to every 
fovereign without diftindlion. It is elegantly finlhed in brafs 
charadlers;,ononefldein Latin, and on the oppofite inRuflian. 

PETRO PRIMO+, PETROMU PERVOYU 

CAT MARI NA SECUND-A EKATHERENA VTORAIYA 

1782. 1782. 

The ftatue, when I was at Peterfburgh, was not 
eredled, but ftood under a large wooden flied near the Neva, 


^ Monfier Falconet has ahly refuted 
the cenfures urged againft his ftatue on rhis- 
nccount. See his I.ettcr to Diderot, in 
“ Vicces written by Monf, Falconet,” franf-i, 
lated by Mr. 'I'ooke, p. 47. The reader 
will alio find in that work an engraving of 
the ftatue, “ I have endeavoured,” laid 
Monficur Falconet to Mr. Wraxall, ** to 
“ catch, as far as poftible, the genuine feel- 
“ ings of the Mufeovite legillator, and to 
“ give him furh an expreflion as himfclf 
♦* wotild have owned 1 have not decked 

* his pcrlon with emblems of Roman con- 
‘ fulage, or placed a marcchal’s baton in 

* his hand : an antient drefs would have 
‘ been unnatural, and the Ruffian he wiflicd 

* to abolifli. The Ikin on which he is 
‘ feated, is emblematical of the nation he 

* refined. Poiribly/'fiiid M.F.Tlconet, “ the 


c^ar would have alked me why I diil not 
‘ put a I'abrc into' his hand ; but, perh ips, 
‘ lie ma<le too great a ufe of it when alive, 
‘ and a fculptor ought only to exhibit thole 
‘ parts of a character which rcilt*£t horir)iir 

* on it, and r.ither to draw a veil acreds the 
‘ errors and vices which tarnifti it, A la- 
‘ Bonred panegyrick would have been 

* equally injudicious and unnecefiaiy, fmcc 

* hiftory has already performed that office 
‘ wiih impartial juftice, and held up his 

* name to univeifal regird ; and I muft do 

* her prefent majefty the juftice to fay, Ihe 

* hafi tafte and dif:crnment enough per- 
•* fciftly to fee this, and to prefer the pre- 
** fent ftiort infeription to any other which 
“could be compofed.” WraxalFs Tour, 

p. 22 ^ — 

X Catherine II. to Peter I. 


within 
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within a few yards of its enormous pedeftal. When chai\ 
conet had conceived the defign of his llatue, the bafe% w—' 
which was to be formed by an huge rock he carefully 
examined the environs of Peterlburgh, if, among the de- 
tached pieces of granite t, which are fcattered about thcfc 
parts, one cov>ld be found of magnitude correfpondent to 
the dimenfions of the equertrian figure. After confiderablc 
refearch, he difcovered a ftupendous mafs half buried in the 
midft of a morafs. The expence and difficulty of tranf- 
porting it were no obliacles to Catharine II. By her order 
the morafs was immediately drained, a road was cut through 
a foreft, and carried over the marffiy ground ; and tire ftone, 
which after it had been fomcwhat reduced weighed at Icull 
1500 tons, was removed to Peterffiurgh. 

This more than Roman work was, in lefs than fix months 
from the time of its firlt difcovery, accomjdiffied by a wind- 
lafs, and by means of large fri< 5 lion-balls alternately placed 
and removed in grooves fixed on each fide of the road. In 
this manner it was drawn, with forty men feated upon its 
top, about four miles to the banks of the Neva : there it 
was embarked in a vcflel conftruded on purix)fe to receive 
it, and thus conveyed about the lame diftance by water to 

* “ Pour marqiier porttfritc, tPou cet Cc qni Airtout fiappa (rerr-mf iip nf, 

‘Micros Icgiflatcur ctoit parti, ct quels “ c’cloit riiiicticur dc la pitrre. L'li cn.»p 
“ obPacles il avoit furmoiitc — Delcription “ dc tbiidrc Pavoir cndoiimiagc d-'iin 
“ li’unc PlciTK — pour Ibrvir de I’icdUlal, “ On abbattit cc niorctau & I’oii vir, an litru 
“ &c.inHaygoltPs/’ Rulsland, “ de parties hermogcncs, uii aff'cmbidgc do 

f Tlie pedcrtal is a reddifli granite, in ** toutn firta de fi/erra fir, i if/ pncuufcs^ 
which the micac arc very large anti rclplcn- “ C^etoieut JesCriftaux^ lUi Jgathesy des Gre^ 
dent. This circuniflance induced a perlon, “ nats, da da da Am* 

who has publiflicd an account of if, and “ ihyftcs^ qui oltroMnil aux yeuK des ciirieiuf 
W’as willing to make a prodigy wheroihere “ uirfpcbtaclc, auin nouveau que magnih- 
is none, to give the following ridiculous “ que, Sf ^ux phyhciciis un objet dc rc- 
and exaggerated defeription upon breaking “ chcrches <fc5 plus inlertfl’ans.'* Ibid, 
part of it afuiider* p* 


p P P 


the 
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®ooK where it notv ftands. When landed at Peterfburgh 

ylj’IPwas 42 feet long at the bafe, 36 at the top, 2 1 thick, and 
17 high; a bulk greatly Ifurpairing in weight the moft 
boafted raonuments of Roman grandeur, which, according 
to the fond admirers of antiquity, would have balBed 
the Ikill of modern mechanicks, and were alone fufficient 
to render confpicuous the reign of the moft degenerate em- 
perdfs. 

The pedeftal, however, though ftill of prodigious mag- 
nitude, is far from retaining its original dimenfions, as, in 
order to form a proper Ration for the ftatue, and to repre- 
fent an afcent, the fummit whereof the horfe is endeavour- 
ing to attain, its bulk has been neceirarily*diminilhed. But 
1 could not ohferve, without regret, that the artift has been 
defirous to improve upon nature ; and in order to produce 
a refemblance of an abrupt broken precipice, has been too 
lavilli of the chiffel. Near it was a model in plaifter, to the 
fhape of which the workmen were faftiioning the pedeftal. 
It appeared to me, that in this model the art was too con- 
fpicuous ; and that the effed would have been far more 
fublime, if the ftone had been left as much as poflible in its 
rude ftate, a vaft unwieldy ftupendous mafs. And indeed, 
unlefs I am greatly miftaken, the pedeftal, when finiftied 
according to this plan, will have fcarcely breadth fufficient 
to afford a proper bafe* for a ftatpe of fuch Coloflal fize 


* The ftatue was eredled on the pedcUal 
on the jyth of Auguft, The cere- 
mony Was performed with great foletnnity, 
and was accompanied with a folemn inau« 
guration. At the fame time the cneprefs 
iirued a proclamation^in whid),. among other 


inftances of her clemency, flic pardons all 
criminals under fentcnce of death ; all de- 
ferters, who (bould return to their refpedive 
corps within a limited time ; and relcafcs 
all criminals condemned to hard labour, 
proYided they had not been guilty df murder. 

Having 
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Having paflcd feveral months in Ruflia, I fliall here throw 

together IVich fadts and obfervations as occurred to me con-' 

cerning the Rate of the weather, and the effedls of the cold 
in this fevere climate. 

During our journey from Mofcow to Peterfburgh in the 
month of September, we found the weather very changeable, 
the autmnal rains being extremely frequent and heavy 
The mornings and evenings were extremely cold, and, when- 
ever it did not rain, we generally obl'erved that the grafs 
•and trees were covered with a white froth Upon our arrival 
at Peieriburgh on the aqth of September N. S. the winter 
was not yet fet in : in Odlober the weather, for the firft 
twenty days, waivthe moft part rainy ; and the mercury, in 
Fahrenheit’s thermolneter, was fcldom l)elow freezing |X>int, 
and mbrtly fludtuated Ijetwecn 32 and 44. The firlt fnow 
made its appearance in fleet on the 9th, and the following 
day it came down in flakes and in large quantities ; on the 
24th the mercury fuddenly funk to 25 ; but in the enfuing 
morning, it rofe above freezing point, there came a fudden 


* Tn 30 days it mined 54 ; and the quan- 
tity of water which fell at St. Petcrlburj'h 
in the month of September O* S. was equal 
to Englirti inches in depth. 

From accurate obfervations during four- 
teen years to afeertain tlie quantity of rail! 
and fttow which fell at St. Peterfburgli, the 
refult w as, that the average annual duration 
of fnouy and rainy w’cather #i|ls equal to 
42 times 24 hours, or fomething lefs than 
the ninth part gf the year. From a courfe 
of tea yeirs obfervations it appeared, that 
reign fell during fomc part of 103 days, and 
fnow during fomc part of 72, aml-tliat if 
the year was divided into twelvq parts, a 
fourth w'as fine weather, a third rain, aiid-a 
fifth fnow. 

The whole quantity of rain and fnow 
water, taken together, which fell in the 


CDurfc of a year, was in th« following pro* 
portion : 


January 

0 . 979 ' 

February 

0,979 

March 

0,801 

April 

1,246 

May 

»,335 

June 

3,116 

J"'y 

2,760 ^ 

Augnft 

2,671 

September 

3.473 

October 

*.493 

November 

«, 5'3 

Ijcccmber 

0,979 


**. 345 - 


Inches 




^ondoo in ilic courfe of » year is equal Jo 

thaxv, 
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®fv ^ thaw, and all the fnow difappeared in a few hours. The 
• fummer and winter are not, as in our clilfiate, gra lually 
divided by a fpring and autunciiii of any length, but feem al- 
moft to fucceed each other. 

On the 1 5th of November the Neva « was entirely frozen, 
and foon afterwards the Gulf of Finland was covered with 
ice, and fledges began to pafs from Peterfburgh to Cronftadt, 
the road being marked over the furface by rows of trees, 

I found, that even during the months of December and 
January, the weather was extremely changeable, as it fliifted 
in a very fudden manner from a fevere froft to a thaw4 and 
the mercury in the thermometer often rofe within the courfe 


* The freezing of the Neva is not at- 
tended with any peculiarities which diftin- 
guifli it from other rivers. The following 
circumftances, which fell under my obfer- 
vation, arc extracted from my journal. 

Monday morning, Nov. 9. On Saturday 
the 7th, fmall pieces, which came from the 
lake Ladoga, were fu'll obferved floating 
with the ftream ; the fame day in the even- 
ing the bridge of boats was removed, as in 
thefe cafes they colled and would carry it 
-away. Yeftcrday the pieces of ice were 
more frequent and mafly : to-day they are 
fmdl floating iflands, which nlmoft cover 
the river i the fides of the Neva are frozen 
only a few feet from die banks ; all the ca- 
nals are covered with ioc;, and people are 
fcating upoii them. 

Nov. 12 and 13, The Neva is frozen 
above the place where the bridge was flati- 


oned by the pieces of ice which have col- 
Icded and tfaned the paflage : below it the 
flream is perfedly free from any floating 
mafles, and the river is open for boats, 
which are continually palTing to and fro. 

Nov. 13, The bridge of boats is again 
replaced, as there is no longer any danger 
of its being carried away by the floating 
mafles of ice ; and will continue during the 
whole winter, a circumftance which has not 
happened lince the foundation of Peterf- 
biirgh. 

Noy. 15. The river about and below the 
bridge is entirely frozen, and 1 favv perfons 
walking aerpfs it, I am informed that yef- 
terday rhe ice was ftrong enough to bear 
•foot paflengers ; this will convey fome idea 
of the fevority of the weadicr in this cli- 
mate ; as the rapid current was open on the 
ijthj^and^ the next day was frozen. 


Table of the freezing and thawing of the Neva for five fucccfTive years, from ProfeflTor 
Kr aft’s Obfer vat ions ; 


April, 

New Style 

Old Style 

1773- 

1 0 
-iT ‘ 

. 1774* 

April *- 1 

May ^ 

U 7 S- 

a A 

May T 

1776. 

» s ' 

May T 

» 777 * 

Mijr Tr 

Nov, 


» 9 
T*S* 

7 

TT • 

•»T ' 

1 A 

'TT ' 

A 6 

Pec, 7 * 


Open 217 

diJjs. 

200 j 

204 j 

201 J 

2iO 


St'C Nov, Ac. pet, for 1777. P. II. p. 73. 


of 
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of tWQity hours from 20 to 34 ; and funk again as rapidly 
in the fame fpace of time. Although I examinetl the ther- . 
raometer every day, yet I did not attempt to form a fcrics of 
regular obfervations, which I now very much regret. I oc* 
cafionally, indeed,, made a few remarks, which I fliall infcrt 


in a note, as I find them ^atteredan my journal; they will 
tend to confirm the truth have advanced in relation 

to the change of weather Qbf^tvable at Peteriburgh, and will 

is ^yho have aflerted that as- 
imenle^the cold continues with 
Utt^l^iriatipn, during the whole 

»|l namely, when the 
wias not below 10 , 1 
•eat'Coat.. When the 
frefs of the native gen- 
fly ^x^fibns through the city, a. 
fiS bbots^or flioes, a black velvet 

i'" OK' 


fcrve to contradict thofe 
foon as the hard frott 
uniform feverity, and | 
feafon 

When the frofi 
mercury in Farenhe^l 
frequently walked o( 
cold was more intenf| 
try, and wore, in 
pelijjey or large fur 


* Nov, 1 6,. To-day a tha|j 


thcr( , **;*779» Weather vciy changeable, 

mometer mounted to 40 : therm one morning at — the 

fliarp froil again ; the mcrcuiy^ftu^^.toio^' ‘’ibext ab^ freezing point: this winter it 
Nov. 23, The thcrmorocteifttr^^l^ j^BOl as yet becn iower tharx--*J3. . 

^ 7**1. 6, Thermometer at 14. 


and 6 

Dec, 3. It has been tKcfc fcvir^'days 
moftly a thaw and changeable weather. 

Dec. 6. The thermometer fell afraofl 
fuddenly from 33 to 10. • 

Dec. M. Thermometer at — 10. 

Dec. 14. A' I'adden thaw which conti-. 
mied the 15th and t6th. 

Dec, 17, Thermometer at' — 7. 

18. Thermometer at — 5, and a fog 

at the fame time. • 

19. Windy, tliaw, thermometer above 
freezing point. 

21 , Changeable weather all this week, 
froqu tharp froft to I'uddcu .thaw. 


9.. Thermomctcr at — fi\ the barometer 
mounted fuddenly ver^' high fince lad nighti 

10. Early this morning the thc!*iiH)mc- 
ter at — 23, and at eleven at — ao*; Ha- 
rometer at 30/0. ‘ The fraoke of the 
chtmnics was i rell’cd dowirto the ground. 

1 1 . Thennomcrer Jt — 28, accorditig to 
my own obietvation, at ten in the morning : 
birt earlier the mcrctiry had funk to — 31 *' 
or 63 1 below freezing point; 

15., ThermomeaT, lince tlic iilh, rof© 
gradually; on ti»c ta'li in the morning it 
itood at — 13 ; irom thence it fui! t<' >, to* 
153 and to-day it is above Irerzn.g ponu. 

Mwitoi;ologicail 


CHAP 

III. 




Nov. I 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

9 
8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

’3 

14 

li 

, Dec. I 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

11 

12 

*3 

14 

^5 



Nov. i6cleari{h 

17 vvindy S. E. cloudy 

18 cloudy, rain 

19 windy S. E. cloudy, fnow 
30 cloudy, fnow 

21 cloudy, fnow 

22 cloudy, foggy, fnow 

23 cloudy 

*4 cloudy, foggy 
2 5 clearidi 

26 vvindy S. E, clearifti 

27 ftormy S. cloudy 

28 cloudy, fnow 

29 windy 29 N. clcarifli 

30 windy 30 N W, clearifli 
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'ears, the part which I found the nioft liable to be afle( 5 led. 
During three days, namely, on the 9th, loth, and 1 ith ofw^ 
January, the froft was nearly as intenfe* as it had ever 
been felt at Peterfburgh ; the mercury in the thermometer 
falling at one time to 63 below freezing point, or — 31. 

This cold, however, did not detain me at home, but I walked 
out, as ufual, with no other precaution than my pcHfcy 
boots, and cap, and found it by no means unpleafant, as the 
fun Ihone with great brightnefs. As I traverfed the city 
on the morning of the i ath, I obferved fevcral perfons whole 
faces had been bitten by the froll : their cheeks had large 
Icars, and appeared as if they had been linged with an hot 
iron. As I was Mta^ing with an Englilli gentleman, who, 
inftead of a fur cap, had put on a common hat, his ears were 
fuddenly frozen : he felt no pain, and would not have 
perceived it for fome time, if a Ruflian, in palling by, had 
not informed him of it t, and afliftetl him in rubbing the 
part alFedlal with Ihovv, by which means it was inltantly 


Jan. I (now, (lormy S. W, 
z i'liow 

3 '"Kgy. foow 

4 (now 

H cltnidy, fnow, windy S, W, 
(luindyN. v 


j I ck-ar, foggy 
I ; foggy ■ 

13 cloudy, windy S. 

1 4 cloudy, (how 

15 cloudy, windy S. W. 


7 fnow, windy N 
8 'dear . 

10 clear 



i6clt)udy, ftonny S. W. 
i7icl«)udy, luow, windy .i. W. 
18'tloudy, lo;;;;y 
1 9 cloudy, luuvv, v/iiuly W. 
aocloLuly, fnow, llormy S, W. 
21 'cloudy, fnow, windy S. W. 

2 2^fnow 

23 

24'cloiuly, fnow 
2 ^Idormy VV. 

26|Cloudy, windy W. 

i7 fnovv 

aSj 

29'fngj[;y, windy W. 

30'rtonny N. W. 

3 1 clear 


The winter in which profclTur Braun 
congeled quickfilvcr, the cold was io iii- 
tenfe, that Dc Lifle’s Tliermomc ter funk to 
204 **: ia Fahrenheit’s to — 33, or be- 

VoL. 1. Q q 


low freezing point. 

t The pan hozen always tunii (jniie 
white, a fyinptom well known, and iuunu- 
dl iTcly perceived by ibc Kulli ni-;. 

fi . recovered. 
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Bc^K recovered. This or friftion "with flannel is the iifual remedy ; 
_v— ' hut ihould the perfon in that Hate approach the fire, or dip 
the part in warm water, it immediately mortifies and drops 
off. 

The common people continued at their work as ufual, and 
the drivers plied in the ftreets with their fledges feemingly 
unaffeded by the froft ; j^eir beards were incrufted with 
clotted ice, and the horf|E^&iie covered with ificles. The 
people did not (even du^;)^ |ms extreme cold) add to their 
ordinary cloathing, wli^a is^J all times well calculated for 
the feverities of their They are careful in preferv- 

ing their extremities as^c||^i^ix)ld, by covering their legs, 
hands, andhead witl;^ifeiii Tti^ i^ppergppa>entof iheep-ikin, 
with the wool turn^ ihwS^^ffl^ed round the wailt with 
a fafli, but their n^i'Jis qij|^^Pre, and their brealt only 
covered with a coar^l^irt parts, however, are well 

guarded by their b^^, whjil| is, for that reafoq, of great 
ufe in this country, g|pa^y^;furprized with obferving, 

that even at this tinn^^evera||wi^n, whofe drefs differs but 
little from that of th% then, wf^l^gaged in waftiing upon 
the Neva of on the||3hal5. Th e^ ht^holes in the ice with 
an hatchet, dipp^llftir linen int^P^ater with their bare 
hands, an4 then bisit it with5|iat^||cK^ D.urmg this ope- 
ration the ice tbhtinually forriil^^ain, and they were con- 
ftantly employed in clearing it awa^. Many of them paffed 
two hours without intermiflion at this work, when the 
thermometer was at 60 below freezing point ; a circum- 
ftance wliich proves how the human body may be brouglit 
to endure all extremes. 

It fometimes happens that coachmen or fervants, while 
they are waiting for their matters', are frozen to death. In 
order to prevent as much as poflible thefe dreadful accidents, 

6 great 
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great fires of whole trees, piled one upon another, are kindled 
iij the court-yard of the palace, and the moft frequented 
parts of the town. As the flames blazed above the tops of 
the houfes, and caft a glare to a confiderable diftance, I was 
frequently much amufed by contemplating the pidturcfiiuc 
groups of Ruflians, with their Afiatick drefs and long beards, 
aflembled round the fire. The centinels upon duty, having 
no beards, which are of great ufc to prote(5l the glantls of 
the throat, generally tie handkerchiefs under their chins % 
and cover their ears with fmall cafes of flannel. 

Nothing can be more lively and diverfified than the winter 
fcenes upon the Neva ; and fcarcely a day paffed that I did 
not take my raorai^ walk, or drive in a fledge upon that 
river. Many carriages and • fledges, and numberlefs foot 
paflengers perpetually crofling it, afford a conllant fucccf- 
fionof moving obje<5ls ; and the ice is alfo covered w ith dif- 
ferent groups of people, difperted or gathered together, ami 
varioufly employed as their fancy leads them. In one part 
there are feveral long areas railed off for the purpofe of 
fcating ; a little further is an cnclofurc, wherein a nobleman 
is training his horfes, and teaching them the various evolu- 
tions of the manage.. In another part the croud are fpeefla- 
tors of what is called a fledge/ace. The courfe is an oblong 
fpace about the length of a mile, and fufficiently broad to 
turn the carriage. It can hardly be denominated a race, for 
there is only a Angle fledge drawn by two horfes, and the 
whole art of the driver confifts in making the fliaft-horfe 
trot as faff as he can, while the other is puflied into a 
gallop. 


The women iifc alfo this precaution. 

Q q q 2 


The 



TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. 


484 

®ooK The ice-hiUs are exceedingly common, and aflPord a per- 
petual fund of amufement to the populace ; they arc con,- 
ftrudled in the following manner. A. fcaffolding is raifed. 
upon the river about thirty feet in height, with a landing 
place on the top, the afeent to which is by a ladder. From 
this furamit a Hoping plain of boards, alx)ut four yards 
broad and thirty long,defcends to the fuperficies of the river: 
it is fupported by Hrrong poles gradually decreafing in height, 
and its fides are defended by a parapet of planks. Upon 
thefe boards are laid fquare mafles of ice about four inches 
thick, which being firll fmoothed with the axe and laid clofe 
to each other, are then fprinkled with water : by thefe means 
they coalefce, and, adhering to the ^^'sflirds, immediately 
form an inclined plain of ^ pure ice. From the bottom of 
this plain the fnow is cleared away for the length of 200 
yards and the breadth of four, upon the level bed of the 
river; and the fides of this courfe, as well as the fides and 
top of the fcaffolding, are ornamented with firs and pines. 
Each perfon, being provided with a fledge mounts the lad- 
der ; and, having obtained the fummk, he feats himfelf 
upon his fledge at the upper extremity of the inclined plain, 
down which he fuffers it to glide with confiderable rajkdity, 
jioifing it as he goes down ; when the velocity, acquired by 
the defeent, carries it above 100 yards upon the level ice of 
the river. At the end of this courfe, there is ufually a fimilar 
ice-hill, nearly parallel to the former, which begins where 
the other ends ; fo that the perfon immediately mounts 
again, and, in the fame manner, glides down the other in- 
clined plain of ice. This diverfion he repeats as often as he 
pleafes. I have frequently flood for above an hour at the 

* Something like a butcher’s tray, at Dr, King juftly obferves in his ingenious pam- 
phlet on the effedts of cold in Rufiia. 

7 bottom 
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bottom of thefe ice-hills, obl'erving the fledges following 
each other with inconceivable rapidity ; but I never had the*— v-^ 
courage niylelf to try the experiment. The only ditikulty 
confifts in fleering and poillng the fledge as it is hurried 
down the inclined plain ; for if the pcrfon who fits upon it is 
not flcady, but totters either through inadvertence or fear, he 
is lialilc to be overturned, and runs no fmall rifle of breaking 
his bones,^if noi. his neck. And, as one failure might have 
proved fatal, I conr-ented myfelf with feeing others engaged 
in the divcrfion without partaking of it myfelf. The boys 
alfo arc continually employed in flating down thefe hills ; 
they glide chiefly upon one fcate, as they arc able to poifc 
thcmfelves better ,v;>^n one leg than upon two. Thefe ice- 
hills exhibit a pleafing appearance upon the river, as well 
from the trees with which they arc ornamented, as from the 
moving ohjedls which, at particular times of the day, are 
eonftantly defeending without intcrmiflion. 

The market upon the Neva is too remarkable to be 
omitted. At the conclufion of the long faft which doles on 
the 24th of December, O. S. the Rullians lay-in their pro- 
vilions for the remaining part of the winter. For this pur- 
pofe an annual market, which bills three days, is hckl uixm 
the river near the furtrefs. A long Itrect, above a mile in 
length, was lined on e.ich fide with an immenfeftoreof pro- 
vifions, fufficient for the fppply of the capital for the next 
three months. Many thoufand raw carcalles of oxen, Iheep, 
hogs, pigs, together with geefe, fowls, and every r[>ccies of 
frozen food, were expoled for lale. The larger (piadrupcds 
were grouped in various circles upright, their hind legs fixed 
in the fnow, with their heads and fore legs turned to- 
wards each other. Thefe towered above tire rell, and occu- 
pied the hindermoft row ; next to them fuccccdcd a regular 

I’cries 



486 


TRAVELS INTO RUSSIA. 


BOOK feries of animals, clcfcending gradually to the fmalleft, inter- 

^ mixed with poultry and game hanging in fettoons, and gar- 

niflied with heaps of fifh, butter, and eggs. 

I foon perceived that there were no laws for the prohibi- 
tion of felling game in this country, from the profulion of 
that article, particularly of partridges, pheafants, moorfowl, 
and cocks of the wood. I obferved alfo the truth of what 
has been frequently afferted, that many of the birds, as well 
as feveral animals, in thefe northern regions, become white in 
winter, many hundred black cocks being changed to that 
colour; and fome, which had been taken before they h.ad 
completed their metamorpbojisy exhibited a variegated mix- 
ture of black and white plumage. 

The moll diftant quarters helped to fupply this vaft ftore 
of provifions ; and the fineft veal had been fent by land- 
carriage as far as from Archangel, which is fituated at the 
diftance of 830 miles from Peterfburgh ; yet every fpecies 
of food is furprizingly cheap; beef was fold at it/, the Ruffian 
pound*, pork at five farthings, and mutton at i^t/. ; a goofe 
for 1 od. and a pig for %d. and all other articles as cheap in 
proportion. In order to render this frozen food fit for 
dreffing, it is firft thawed in cold water. * 

* JVJluirian pound contains 14 ounces and 
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CHAP. IV. 

Prefentation to the emprefs. — Court. — Ra/Is. — Mafqucracks. 
— Publick entertainments. — Orders op kinpbthood. — Ac^ 
count of the palace called the Hermitage. — Oijtrihution of 
the Emprejfes time. — Ruffian nobility. — Tucir bofpitality. 
— Politenefs. — Alfemblies. — Engliih merchants. — Club. 


O N the firft of Oilober, in the morning, between eleven i ii.m 
and twelve, \Vt--.:ittended our miniffer, Sir James I larris, 
to the drawing room, impatient to behold Catharine II. It 
was luckily the name-day, or, as we term it, the birth- 
day of the Great-duke, in honour of whom a molt hrilliant 
court was affembled. At the entrance into the drawing 
room flood two centinels of the loot-guards ; their uniform 
was a green coat, with a red cuff and caiie, and wliite waill- 
coat and breeches ; they had filver helmets faltencd under 
the chin with filver clafps, and ornamented with an ample 
])lume of red, yellow, blade, and white feathers. Within the 
drawing room, at the doors of the paffiige leadings to her 
majefty’s apartments, were two foldiers of the knights body- 
guard ; a corps perhaps more fumptuoully accoutred than 
any in Europe. They wore cafquc.s, like thole of the antients, 
with a rich plumage of black feathers, and their whole drefs 
w’as in the fame Ryle : chains and broad i»iatc3 of l()lid filver 
were braided over their uniforms, lb as to bear the apiiear- 
ance of a rich coat of mail ; and their boots w^ere ricldy or- 
namented with the fame metal.. 

In 
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®ooK In the drawing room we found a numerous aflembly of 

* — foreign minifters, Ruflian nobility, and officers in their dif- 
ferent uniforms, waiting the arrival of the emprefs, who was 
attending divine fervice in the chapel of the palace, whither 
Ave alfo repaired. Amid a prodigious concourle of nobles, 
I obferved beyond the foremoft the emprefs ftanding by her- 
felf behind a railing, the only difiintStion by which her place 
\yas marked. Immediately next to her flood the great-duke 
and duchefs; and behind an indifcriiminate throng of 
courtiers. The emprefs bowed rejicatedly, and frequently 
crofied herfelf, according to the forms ufed in the Greek 
church, with great expreffions of devotion. Before the 
conclufion of the fervice we returned ^the drawing room, 
and took our ftation near the door, in order to be prefented 
at her majefty’s entrance. At length, a little before twelve, 
the chief officers of the houfhold, the miftrefs of the robes, 
the maids of honour, and other ladies of the bed chamber, 
advancing two by . two in a long train, announced the ap- 
proach of their fovereign. Her majerty came forward with 
a flaw and folemn pace, walking with great jx)mp, holding 
her head very high, and perpetually bowing to the right and 
to the left as fhe palTed along. She flopped a little way 
within the entrance of the d, rawing room, and fpoke with 
great affability t© the foreign minifters while they killed her 
hand. She then advanced a few fteps, and we were fingly 
prefented by the vice-chancellor Count Ofterman, and had 
the honour of killing her majefty’s hand. The emprefs 
wore, according to her ufual cuftom, a Ruffian drefs, namely, 
a robe with a fhort train, and a v^ft with fleeves reaching 
to the wrift, like a Polonaife ; the veil was of gold brocade, 
and the robe was of light green filk; her hair was dreffed 
low, and lightly fprinkled with powder ; flie wore a cap let 

thick 
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thick with diamonds, and had a great deal of rouge. Her 
jjerfon, though rather below the middle fi/.e, is majeftick, ’ — ^ 
ar/d her countenance, particularly when flie Ipcaks, exprelies 
both dignity and fweetnefs. She walked llowly through 
the drawing room to her apartment, and entered alone. The 
great-duke and duchefs folknvcd the emprefs to the door, 
and then retired to their own drawing room, where they 
had a levee ; but, as we had not yet been prefented to them 
at a private audience, we could not, according to the etiquette 
of the Ruffian court, follow them. The great-duchefs 
leaned upon the arm of his imperial highnefs ; and they 
both inclined their heads on cither fide to the company as 
they palled along the line which was formed for them. 

In the afternoon, about fix o’clock, we repaired to a ball 
at court. The private apartments of the emprefs, as well 
as thofc in which Ihe holds her court, are on the third Ifory, 
and the whole luitc is remarkably grand and lj)leiulit!. \vC 
found the company allembled in the anti-chamljcr, who, as 
foon as the great-duke and duchels made their appeal ance, . 


all entered a fpacious ball-room. 

The great-dukc opened the ball by walking a minuet 
with his confort ; at the end of which his imperial highnels 
handed out a lady, and the great-duchefs a gentleman, with 
whom they each performed a fecond minuet at the fame 
time. They afterwards fuccelfively conferred this honour 
in the fame manner upon' many of the principal nobility, 
while fevcral other couples were ilancing minuets in different 
parts of the circle: the minuets were iucceeded by Pohfli 
<lances ; and thefe were followed liy Isnglilh country-dances. 
Ill the midlt of the latter 'the emprefs entered the room : Ihe 
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was more richly apparelled than in the morning, and bore 
— ^ upon her head a fmall crown of diamonds. 

Upon her majetty’s appearance the hall was inftantly fuT- 
pended ; while the great-duke and duthefs, aiul the molt 
Gonlidcrable perfons who were prefent, haftened to pay their 
refpe£ts to their fovereign : Catharine, having addrefled a 
few words to fome of the principal nobility, afeended a kind 
of elevated feat ; when, the dancing being again refumed, 
Hie, after a Ihort time, withdrew into an inner apartment. 
We, in company with fcveral courtiers, threw ourfelves into 
her majefty’s fuite, and formed a circle round a tabic, at 
which fhe had fat down to cards. Her party confilted of 
the Duchefs of Courland, Countefs Bruce, Sir James Harris, 
Prince Potemkin, Marflial Rofomoudvi, Count Panin, Pi ince 
Repnin, and Count Ivan Tchernichef. The game was 
Macao ; the pieces in circulation were imperials ; and a 
player might win or lofe two or three hundred pounds. 

In the courfe of the evening the great-duke and duchefs 
prefented themfelves before the em]>refs, and flood by the 
table for about a quarter of an hour, during which time her 
majefly occafionally entered into converfation with them. 
The emprefs feemed to pay very little attention to the cards, 
con veiTed familiarly and fre(|ucntly with great vivacity, as 
well with the party at play, as, with the perfons of rank 
ftanding near her. About ten her majefly retired, and foon 
after the ball concluded. 

On the 6th we had the honour of being prefented at a 
private audience to the great-duke and' duchefs ; both of 
whom converfed with us in the mofl affable and condefeend- 
ing manner : according to rhe etiquette of this court, wc 
kilfed her imperial highneffes hand. 

* An imperial 7;. 
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There is a drawing room at court every Sunday morning, 
about twelve o’clock, and on other particular fedivals, at 
\thich the embaHiidors arc ufually prcfent, and whic h a: 
foreign gentlemen, who have been once prcientctl, at e i'* r 
mittecA to attend : the ceremony of kitling the cmpreil'vs 
hand is repeated every court day l)y foreigners in the pu- 
fence chamber, and by the Riillians in another apartnn iit : 
the latter bend their knee on this occation ; an exjMclhc'n 
of htcmagc not exadied from the Ibiincr. No ladies, ex- 
cepting thole of the emprelies houlliold, make their appear 
ance at the morning levees. 

On every court day the great-duke and duchefs ’ 

»lfo their leparate levees at their own apartments in th«: i a- 
lacc. Upon particular occalions, fueh as licr own and ilu 
cmprcllcs birth day, See. foreigners liave the honour oi 
killiPig licr itnpcrial highnclTcs liaud ; hut u])on eommon 
days that ceremony is omitted. 

Ill the evening of a court day there is always a hall at ti c 
palace, which begins hetween lix and feven. At that lin.c 
tlic foreign ladies kifs the empaalles haiid, who lidutcji 
them in return on th.e cheek. Her m ijelly, iinlci.> ila; is 
indirpofed, generally makes her ap[)eaiaiue about le\ui ; 
and, if the alfembly is not very numerous, j)l.i' s at M.ieao 
fa the ball-room ; a:ul th^ great-didcc and duchels, alter 
they have danced, lit down to whilb. 'rheir hi,,hneHe.s, 
alter a ihova interval, rife,* approach the emifrclle.'. (able, pay 
their rcl'i)ect:;, and then letuiii to their ganic. When tiic 
hall happens to he ( rotided, the einprefs forms her party, 
a-> I liavc before- men! ioned, in an adjoining room, winch is 
to all perlons wlio' liave unte been preicnted, 

'rhe richnels and Iplcndour of the I’ullian court furjrafles 
all the ideas which the ntull elaborate deii riptioas can fug - 

R r r 2 



492 


T R A V E I- S INTO RUSSIA. 


geft. It retains many traces of its antient Afiatick pomp, 
blended with European refinement. An immenfe retinue 
of courtiers always preceded anxl followed the emprefs ; the 
coftlinefs and glare of their a[)parel, and a profulion of pre- 
cious (tones, created a fplendonr, of which the magnificence 
of other courts can give us only a faint idea. Tlie court- 
drefs of the men is in the French falhion : that of the ladies 
is a gown and petticoat, with a fmall hoop ; the gown has 
long hanging-flecves and a fliort train, and is of a different 
colour from the petticoat. The ladies wore, according to 
the fad) ion of the winter of 1777 at Paris and London, very 
lofty head-drefles, and were not (paring in the ufc of rouge. 
Amid the fcveral articles of fumptuoulhefs which diftinguilli 
the lUiflian nobility, there is none perhaps more calculated 
to ftrike a foreigner than the profufion of diamonds and 
other precious (tones, which fparkle in every part, of their 
drefs. In mod other European countries thelc codly orna- 
ments are (excepting among a few of the riched and principal 
nobles) almod entirely ai)propriated to the ladies ; but in 
this the men vie with the fair lex in the ufe of them. Many 
of the nobility were almod; covered with diamonds ; their 
buttons, buckles, hilts of ('words, and epaulets, were compoled 
of this valuable material ; their hats were frequently em- 
broidered, if I may ufe the ex[)^'edion, with fcveral rows of 
them ; and a diamond-dar upon the coat was fcarcely a dil- 
tinedion. This pafiion for jewels feems to pervade the 
lower ranks of people, for even private families abound with 
them ; and the wife of a common lUidian burgher will ap- 
pear with a hcad-drefs or girdle of pearls, and other precious 
(tones, to the value of two or three hundred pounds. 

After this general and particular delcription of the court 
of Rudia, it would be tedious to enumerate every particular 

time 
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time we attended tlie drawingroom. 1 fliall therefore only 
dwell upon Ibmc days when the lolemnitv of tlie otx'aiion 
addc'd fome variety to the general lanienels whu li eharac- 
teriles a court. 

1 he emprclSj in davs ot high ccremo'iv, gC!itM'allv w’ears 
a crown of diamonds of immenlc value, and ai>[)Lars with 
the ribbands of the order of St. Andrew and Merit, Hung l^oth 
over the fame flioulder, with the collars of ihofc orders, 
and the two liars emblazoned one above the other upon 
her veil. 

On certain anniverfaries the emprefs dines in pu’)liek; 
two of thefe days occurred in the courfe of our Hay at Pe- 
tcrlliurgh. The ad of December being the fealt of the So- 
mohilof regiment of guards, her majelty, who as lt)vcrcign 
is colonel of the corps, gave, according to annual rullom, a 
grand entertainment to the oflk^-rs. being delirous ti) he 
prefent, w'e repaired to court at twelve. Her majelty was 
dreffed in the uniform of the regiment, which is green 
trimmed with gold lace, made in the form of a lady’s riding- 
habit. As loon as all the olficers of the regiment had killed 
her hand, a falvcr of wine was hrouglit in by one of the 
lords in waiting, and the emprefs prefented a glafs to each 
olliccr, who received it from her hands, and, alter a low 
obeilance, drank it off. hf tiae conclulion of this ceremony 
her majelty led the way, about one o’clock, into an adjoining- 
apartment, in which a lumptuous dinner w'as fpread : llae 
took her place in the middle of the tabic; and the oHicers 
were ranged on e-ach lido -according to their rcl[)c6tive ranks. 
The emprefs helped the loup herfcll, and paid the greatell 
attention to her guclts tfuring the whole rcpalt, which lallccl 
about an hour, when her majelty rofe from tabic and with- 
drew. 


On 
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BOOK (3n a fubfequent occallon we attended another entertain- 
nient, given by the emprefs to the knights of the order of St. 
Andrew. Her majcfty had on a robe of green velvet, lined and 
faced with ermine, and a diamond collar of the onler. The 
drefs of the knights was fplendid, but exceedingly gaudy and 
inelegant. I'hey wore a green velvet robe, lined with filver 
brocade, a coat alfo of filver brocade, wailkoat and breeches 
of gold fiuff, red filk llockings, a hat a la Henry IF. orna- 
mented with a plume of feathers, ami interfperfed with dia- 
monds. As the order of St. Andrew is the moll: honour- 
able in this country, it is confined to a few perfons of the 
firft rank and confequence ; and there were only twelve of 
them at Peterfburgh who fat down to dinner with the em- 
prefs ; thefe were Prince Potemkin, Prince Orlof, Marfiial 
Galitzin, Counts Alexey Orlof, Panin, Rofomoulki, Ivan 
Tchernichef, Voronzof, Alexander and Leon Narilkin, Mu- 
nich, and Mr. de Bctlkoi. The eraj)refs before dinner, as 
on the former occafion, prefented each knight with a glafs 
of wine : at the table die was dillinguiihed by a chair orna- 
mented with the arms of Uulfia, and prefided with her ufual 
dignity and condelcenfion. The foreign minirters and a 
f])lcndid train of courtiers flood fpeeflators of the entertain- 
ment, and many of them were otcafionally noticed by the 
emprefs. v. 

The order of St. Andrew, or the Ifluc Ribband, the firft 
ever known in this country, was inflitvited by Peter 1. in the 
year 1698, foon after his return from his firft expedition 
into foreign countries *. 

'I’bat of St. Alexander Nevflci, or the Red Ribband, was 
created by the fame I'overeign, but never conferred until the 
."eign of Catharine I. in 1725 t. 

* UVbtr’s Vti. Kiiiu Pait 111. p. i6i* t Ibid. p. 3^. 
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The onler of St. Aiiiie of Molifein was inllitutcil, in i 7 3 ^ 

by Charles Frederick duke of Holllein, in memory of his*^ — . — 
wife Anne daughter of Peter the CJreat, and introdiu ed into 
Ruffia by her Ion Peter 111. It is in the di![iofal of the 
great-duke as fovereign of IFdftein. The knights wear a red 
ribband bordered with yellow. 

The military order of St. George, called alfo the order of 
Merit, and which has the precedence over that of St. Anne, 
was created by the prefent eniprefs in 1769. It is a|>i)ro- 
priatecl to perl'ons fei ving by land or by fca, and is never 
bellowed in time of peace. The knights wear a ribhand 
with black and orange ftripes. 

This order is divided into four clafles ; 

The knights of the firlt clafs, called the Great Crofs, wear 
the ribband over the right flioulder, and the liar upon the 
left lldc. Each receives an annual falary of 700 roidtles 
= ^140. 

'Fhe knights of the fecond clafs wear the liar upon their 
left bread, the ribbarul with th.c crofs }>cndcnt round their 
ntvk. Each receives 400 roubles — /'So per cvui. 

The knights of the third clafs wear the fnvall crofs lu'n- 
dont rouitd their neck. Each retcives 200 roubles, or /'go 
per iWn. This clafs admits 50. 

The knights of the fouyh clafs wear the fmall crof-, fii- 
tened by a ril>band to tlic Initton-h.ok.’ like the fieiali (>roix 
dc St. 1-ouis. Ea( h rcceiw.s j co ;(nih!< s, or /Ao /■< /■ a>:n. 

The fund of t’.iis order, ;'.lfi;>!v.(i by l!ic e)nnrcl:> for the 
jjavmcnt of their i.ilaiico and other expcr.ec', 1.. 40,000 
roubles = 8,000 Of this 1080 is cle'Uned fu 

the fird clafs ; and 2000 for eath of the remaining three. 

The nurfiber of knii’,hrs is unhnntcd. In 1 77 ^' the hi It 
clafs, which is coiitined to comniaiulers in chief, contained 

Old/ 
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only four; namely, Marftial Romanzof, for his victories over 
' — the Turks ; Count Alexey Orlot^ for burning the Turkifli 
fleet at Tchefmer; Count Panin, for the taking of Bender'; 
and Prince Dolgorucki, for his conquelts in the Crimea, 

The fecond clafs comprifed only eight knights : the third 
48; and the fourth 237 . 

No perfon can obtain this order without having performed 
fome gaUunt exploit, or having ferved with credit in the 
rank of officer 25 years by. land, or 18 by fea ^?. 

There is alfo the order of St. Catharine, appropriated to 
the ladies ; it was inftituted in 17 14 by Peter, in honour of 
his wife Catharine. The motto of “ Love and fidelity” was 
intended to commemorate the dif})lay of thofe virtues in her 
behaviour on the banks of the Prutli. 

This order is extremely honourable, as, befide the em- 
prefs, the great-dutchefs, apd a few foreign princeffes, only 
five Ruffian ladies were decorated with it. 

The order of St. Andrew is the firft and moft honourable 
of thefe, w liich, befide the fovereign princes and foreigners, 
comprifed, in 1778, 26 Ruffians; that of St. Alexander 
Ncvlki 109; and that of St. Anne 208, The emprefs 
may alfo be laid to have the difpofal of the Polifli orders of 
the White Eatvle and of St. Stanillaus. 

i.) 

Since our departure from Riilt^a her majefty inftituted, on 
the 4thof Odober, 1782, a new order, called St. Volodimir, 
in favour of thofe who ferve in ciVil employments ; and it 
IS nearly on the fame footing as that of St. George with 
refi-eeb to tlie fxlaries annexed to the dift'erent dalles. There 
are to be ten great crolles, twenty of the fecond dal's, thirty 
of tlie 'bird, and fixty of the fourthj befide a fifth for thofe 
who have fvrved ^ 5 years, which gives them a right to wear it. 

* ScL Uk.il'c ut:bcL' tUc bufiuiig clcs St. Georg’s -Ordens, ia Sciiiuicb.s Be}tr.>gc. 
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Two or three times in the winter there arc mafquerades - 
at court, to which perfons of all ranks are admitted. At one 
olf thefe entertainments which we attended, about eight 
thoufand tickets were diftributed ; and from the great con- 
courfe I fliould fuppol'e that number to have been adually 
prefent. A magnificent fuite of twenty apartments were 
opened on this occafion, all handfomely illuminated. One 
of thefe apartments, a large oblong room, the fame in which 
the common balls at courf are held, had a I'pace in the mid- 
dle enclofed with a low railing, appropriated to the nobiliiy 
who clanced. A moll elegant faloon of an oval form, called 
the great-hall of Apollo, nearly as big as the rotunda atRane- 
lagh, but without any fupport in the middle, was allotted for 
the dances of the burghers, and other j)erfons, who had not 
been prefented at court. The remaining rooms, in wide h 
tea and other refrefliments were ferved, were tilled with 
card-tables, and crouded with perfons continually palling and 
re-pafling. All. the company had on their malks, or took 
them off at their pleafure. The nobles in general wore 
dominos ; the natives of inferior rank api^ared in their own 
provincial clothes, embelliflaed, jK'rhaps, with a few oecafi- 
onal ornaments. An exhibition of the fcveral drefies aclu- 
ally ufed by the different inhal)itants of the Riilhan empire, 
afforded a greater variety ojr motley figures than the wildeft 
fancy ever invented in the mafqucradcs of other countries. 
Sevcifal merchants wives were decked with Luge (juantities 
of valuable pearls, many of which were fplit in halves- for 
the purpofe of making more lliow. 

About feven the emprefs made her appearance at the head 
of a fuperb quadrille, confifting of eight ladies led by as 
many gentlemen. Her majefty and the other ladies of 

VoL. I. S s s this 
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KOOK fele^l band were moft fumptuoufly apparelled in Greek 
habits; and the gentlemen were accoutred in the Roman 
military garb,, their helmets riGhlyftttdded with diamonds ; 
among the ladies I particularly diftinguHhed the Duchefs of 
Courland, Ptuncel^jRep fioj anti Countefs- Bruce^ Among 
the gentlemen,. Prince, _Potcmkin, .Marlhal Rofomoulki, aixl 
Count Ivan Tcliernichef. The emprefs led the way, lean- 
ing upon the arm of Marthal Rofomoufki, and, palling in 
great ftate through tile feveral apartmentsj walked two or 
three times round the hall of Apollo^ and'then fat down to 
cards in one of the adjoining; rooms ; the company flocked 
thither in crovxls without diflindlipn, aixl arranged them*- 
fclvcs, as they could find admittance round the table at a rc*- 
fpeiflful cliftance. The emprefs- withdreiv as ufual before 
eleven.. 

A few days Ijefore our departure from Pet-erfburgh, Baron . 
Nolken, miniller from the court of. Stockholm, gave a 
mafquerade aad ball on the birth of a fon to the prefent 
king of. Sweden, which the emprefs, great- duke and dutchefs, 
honoured with their. prefence. Pive hundred perfons of the 
nobility were invited, together with- tl^ie. embafladorSj and 
other foreigners who had been prefemed at- court. The 
ball began at feven : the great-duke and dutchefs firft made 
their appearance with a fmall fti^te, and foon afterwards her 
imperial majefty arrived at the head of a confifting 

of nearly the fame perfons as at that lately deferibed at 
court., Madame Nolken conduced her majefty and her 
party through the ball-room to an inner apartment, where 
a rich canopy was ereibed for. the occafion, .under which ftie 
fat down.to Macao* At, nine a fmall table was fpread, with 
tittle ceremony, for th& emprefs anckher in the 

. fame room where they were engaged at cards Her majefty, . 

5 '''bo. 
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who never fups, took nothing but a piece of bread and a 
glafs of wine. At the fame time a moft fplendid entertain- 
ment was ferved in a large faloon to the great-duke and 
dutchefs and the reft of the company. Their imiierial high- 
nefles were feated at a central table, with a party of about 
thirty perfons ; and the remaining gentlemen and ladies 
were diftributed at different tables, which ran round the 
fides of the room. The cheerfulnefs and complacency of 
the great-duke and dutchefs, the attention and politencfs of 
Baron Nolken and his lady, diffufed an univerfal gaiety 
throughout the affembly, and rendered the •entertainment 
as agreeable as it was fi>lendid. 

A feparate edifice of brick ftuccoed white, called the llci- 
mitage, communicates with the palace by means of a aivcred 
gallery. It takes its appellation from its being the fccne of 
imperial retirement, but bears no other refcmlilancc to an 
hermitage except in its name, the apartments being ex- 
tremely fpacious, and decorated in a fuperb flylc of regal 
magnificence. To this favourite fpot the -emprefs ufuully 
repairs for an hour or two every day ; and on a 'i'hnrfclay 
evening ftie gives a jarivatc ball and fupper to the principal 
perfons who form her court; foreigif minifters and foreign 
noblemen being feldom invitgd. At tliis entertainment all 
ceremony is faid to be ban/lied, as tar as is confident with 
that refped which is involuntarily paid to a great fovcrcign. 
The attendance of fervants is exclnded, while the fuiii^cr and 
various rciTefliments arc prefented on Imall tables, which 
emerge through trap doors. Many directions for tlic re- 
gulation of this feleCl fociety are difjiofcd in the vaiiouS 
apiutments : the meaning of thofc written in the Rufiian 

s s 5 tongue 
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BOOK tongue was explained to me by a gentleman of the company, 
— ^ and their general tendency was to encourage freedom from 
etiquette, and to inculcate the moft unreftrained eafe of be- 
haviour. One written in the PYench language I compre- 
hended and retained. “ JJJeyez vous ou vous vouleZy et 
“ quand il vous plairOifans qu'on le repet e mille fois *7* 

This hermitage contains a numerous affemblage of pidlures, 
chiefly purchafed by her prefent majefty. Its principal or- 
nament was the celebrated colle<Efion of Croflat, which de- 
volved by heritage to the Baron de Thieres, upon whofe 
death the emprefs purchafed it from his heirs. The 
Houghton colledtion, the lofs of which every lover of the 
arts in England muft fincerely regret, will form a moft va- 
luable acceflion. 

A winter and fummer garden, comprifed within the fite 
of the building, are lingular curiofities, and fuch as do not, 
perhaps, occur in any other palace in Europe. The fummer 
garden, in the true Aliatick ftyle, occupies the whole level 
top of the edifice : at this feafon of the year it was entirely 
buried under the fnow, which prevented our viewing it. 
The winter-garden is entirely roofed and furrounded with 
glafs frames : it is an high and fpacious hot-houfe, laid out 
in gravel walks, ornamented wi.th parterres of flowers, orange 
trees and other flirubs, and pedl'led with feveral birds of 
fundry forts and various climates, .which flitted from tree to 
tree. The whole exhibited a pleafing efFe(5t, and was the 
more delightful as being contrafted with the difmal and 
dreary feafon of the year. 

The ordinary diftribution of the emprefles time at Peterf- 
bwrgh, as far as 1 could colledt from inquiries which I had 

♦ Sit down where }ou chufc and when you pleafe, without its being repeated to you 
a thoufand times. 
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SOI 

many opportunities of making, as it concerns fo great a 
pjrincefs, cannot be unacceptable to the reailcr. . . 

Her majefty ufually riles about lix, and is engaged till 
eight or nine in publick bufinefs with her fecretary. At ten 
fhe generally begins her toilet ; and while her hair is 
drefling, the niiniftcrs of ftatc, and her aid-dc-camps in 
waiting, pay their relpcas and receive their orders. Being 
drefled about eleven, flie fends for her grand -children the 
young princes Alexander and Conllantine, or vilits them in 
their own apartment. Before dinner ihe receives a vilit 
from the great-duke and dutchefs : and iits dowi\ to table 
rather before one. She has always company at dinner, 
ufually about nine perfons, confitting of tlie generals and 
lords in waiting, a lady of the bed thanibcr, a maid of ho- 
nour, and two or three of the Bufli in nobility, whom Ihc 
invites. Their imperial highneffes dine with her three times 
in the week, on which days the jiarty is encreafed to 
eighteen perfons. The lord of the bed chamber in waiting, 
who a’ways fits oppofite to the emprefs, carves one dilh and 
prefents it to her; an attention, which, after having once 
politely accepted, flte afterwards difpenfes with. Her ma- 
jclly is remarkably temperate, and is feldom at table more 
than an hour. From tlicnce..flie retires to li< r own apart- 
ment; and about three fr'i^uently repairs to her library in 
the Hermitage. At five, fhe goes to the theatie or to a 
private concert ; and, when there is no court in the evening, 
has a private party at cards. She feldom fnp,s, generally 
retires at half paft ten, and is ufually in bed before eleven. 

The great-duke is extremely fond of the manage ; and, 
two or three times in the week, takes the diverlion of a tour- 

* An Italian opera, a fet of RiilTiari and anotlicr of Frcnth players wnc, i:i ly/d, 
fnaintained at her majefty’s expcnce, at which the Ipcdtatois were adniittcd 

j nainciit, 
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BOOK 11 ament, which is thus defcribetl in my friend Colonel Floyd’s 

( , Journal : “ Cqunt Orlof, having obtained the great-duke’s 

“ permiffion for me to attend the manage of the court, ! 
“ accordingly went this morning to fee a tournament. His 
“ imperial highnefs and eleven of his nobles, drelTed in uni- 
“ forms of bulf and gold, and armed with a lance, fword, 
and piitols, were aflemblcd by nine o’clock, although it 
** was as yet dulk. The great-duke drevy them up by pairs, 
and upon the found of the trumpet, hirafelf and the 
knights immediately mounted their horfes, and retired in 
“ due order without the rails. Two rings were fufpended on 
“ oppofitc fides of the walls on .each fide of the manage ; 
at each corner was a moor’s head of pafteboard, or . an 
apple fixed upon a jwle, and between them, two heads 
“ with a fquib in their, mouths. Xhefe were all placed upon 
“ Hands almolt as high as a man on horfe-back, and at fome 
“ paces from the wall ; at each end was alfo an helmet of 
“ patleboard raifed upon a Hand about a foot from the 
“ ground, and about four from the wall. The tw-o judges j 
“ with Lord Herbert and myfelf, wlio were theonly fpedators, 
took our ftation on the outfide the rail. Upon a feCond 
“ fignal from the trumpet two knights entered at oppofite 
“ ends, of the manage. A band of mufick played a quick 
“ air, while each knight, galloping his horfe to the right, 
♦‘.and making a volt, fainted with their lances at the fame 
“ time; then, continuing their couiTe round the manage, 
“ each ran with his lance, firft at the . rings fufpended from 
“ the walls, and next at the moor’s heads ; after wiiich they* 
“ delivered their lances, as,they went on., to their ferv.ants on 
“ foot. The knights then drew their pifiols, and each. 
“ making a fecond volt round the other heads, difchargefl 

“ them' 
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® them in order to fet fire to the fquib ; then, piirfuing 
their courfe round the manage,- they drew their fwords, >— 
and, making a third <volt round the apple, endeavoured 
to firike it to tho groundi They finilhed their career 
“ by ftoopingdown and, as they gallojied by, thrufting thcii 
fwords throughs the helmets ; then poifing them in the air, 

“ they met in the middle, and, riding towards the judge, 
““fainted him, related the attempts in which they had fuc- 
“ ceeded, and demanded their prizes : the prize was aliout 
“ four fliillings for each atchievement, and an equal value 
“ was paid for every failure. 

“ The whole was performed on a continued- gallop, and 
“ always to the right. In running at the ring, the head, or 
“ the helmet, it is efieemed honourable to put the hori'c into 
“ full career, which encreafes the difficulty. 'I'he ju<lge 
ha'ving beftowed the rewards, or taken the forfeits, ordcreil 
“ the two knights to retire. The trumpet again founding, 

“ two others made -their- appearance, and pert ormed tlwr 
“■ fiimc manmuvres. . 

“ This exercife. was repeated twice by- each pair ot 
“ knighjts.r The, whole troop then entered at the lame time, 

“ marched,.chargad, formed, drew and r-eturned their fwonls, 

“ and difmounted by. word ot^commandfrom the great-duke. 

“■ Atthe conclufion they atyourned to the fire, chocolate was 
“ brought in-, and, after a fliort coiiverfation, tho great-dukc 
“ bowedvand retired.” 

The Ruffian nobility of Pcterlburgh are-nodefs than thofe 
of Mofeow difiinguiffied for their hofpirality towards fo^ 
were no ffioner prefented to a jicivon ot rank 
and fortune, than we were regarded in the light of domcftick 
vifitants. Many of the noblity keep an open table, to whic h 

one invitation, was confidered as a. Handing pnfsport of ad- 

mi (Hon. 
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BOOK niiflioii. The only ceretrtony neceffary to be obferved on 

— ^this occafion was to maKfe inquiry in the morning if the 
mafter of the houie dined at home ; and if he did, we, 
without further ceremony, prefcnted ourfelvcs at bis table. 
The oftener we appeared at thefe hofpitable boards, the more 
acceptable guefts we were efteemed ; and we always feemed 
to confer, inttead of receiving, an obligation. 

The tables were ferved with great prbfufion and tafte. 
Though the Ruffians have adopted the delicacies of French 
cookery, yet they neither affedt to defpife their native diflies, 
norfqueamilhly rejed the folid joints which chara(5berize our 
repafts. The plaineft, as well as the choiceft viands, were 
colledled from the moft diftant quarters : 1 have fre- 

quently feen at the fame time fterlet from the Volga, veal 
from Archangel, mutton from Aftrachan, beef from the 
Ukraine, and pheafants from Hungary and Bohemia. Their 
common wines are chiefly claret. Burgundy, and Charapaigne, 
and I never tafted Englilh beer and porter in greater per- 
fedfion and abundance. Before dinner, even in the houfes 
of perfons of the firrt diftindlion, a fmall table is fpread in a 
corner of the drawing room, covered with plates of caviare, 
dried and pickled nerrings, fmoked ham or tongue, bread, 
butterj and cheefe, together with bottles of different liqueur s\ 
and few of the company of eith^er fex omitted a prelude of 
this kind to the main entertainment. This pradlice has in- 
duced many travellers to relate, that the Ruffians fwalloW 
bowls of brandy before dinner. What are the ufages of the 
vulgar in this particular I cannot determine ; but among the 
nobility I never obferved the leaft violation of the moft ex- 
treme fobriety : and this cuftom of taking before 

dinner, confidering the extreme fmallnefs of the glaffes ufed 
on this occafion, is a very innocent refrcftiment, and will 

not 
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not convey the fainted idea of iiiicefs. Indeed the Ruffians 
m no other wife differ from the French in this inttance, than 
that they tide a glafs of liqueiirhcioxii their repad, while the 
latter defer it till after dinner. 


The ufual hour of dining is at three : their entertain- 
ments are modly regulated according to the French ceremo- 
nial, the wine being circulated during meals ; and the diflics 
are no fooner removed than the company retire IVom table 
into another room, and are immediately ferved with cofVcc. 
Nor do the gentlemen, as in England, continue wcddetl to the 
bottle, while the ladies withdraw into a feparate apartment. 

Several of the nobility alfo receive comi)any every even- 
ing in the mod eafy manner : the parties ufual ly met alwut 
feven ; fome fat down to whid, macao, loo, and other games, 
fome converfed, and others danced. Amid the refrelhments 
tea was handed round no lefs frequently than in England. 
At ten flipper was brought in, and the party generally 
broke up between eleven and twelve. It is no exaggeration 
to fay, that, during our continuance in this city, not one 
evening palfed but we had it in our power to attend an 
affcmbly of this fort ; and if we had always frc(}uentcd 
the fame, wc fliould always have found the greated 
cordiafity of reception. F>dm thcl'e tircumdances there is 
perhaps no metropolis in feuroiie, excepting Vienna, which 
is rendered more agreeable to foreigners than Peterfburgh. 

The houfes of the nobility arc furniflied with great ele- 
gance, and the fuite of apartments in which they receive 
company is uncommonly fplendid. They arc fitted up in 
the. dyle of London and Paris, and the new fadiions make 
their appearance as foon as in thofc two capitals. 

1 have, on a former occafion, deferibed the modes ot fa- 
hitation pradlifed by the pcafants and common people; I 
VoL. I. T t t fliall 
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BOOK here mention thofe«jiiJiicli I obferved in life among 
e_^peribns of higher rank. The gentlemen bow very low, 
and the ladies incline their heads inliead of eurtfying, Some- 
times the gentlemen kils the ladies hands as a mark of re- 
fped, which is ufual in many countries if the parties are 
well acquainted, or of equal condition, or if the lady is will- 
ing to pay a compliment, lire falutes his cheek while he is 
killing her hand. Frequently,, while (lie ftoops to touch his 
cheek, he takes that opportunity of faluting her. I have 
often obferved this ceremony performed and repeated, as 
well in the drawing room at court, as at the different air m- 
blies. If the gentleman is a perfon of very high rank, the 
lady offers firft to kils his hand, which he prevents by f ilut- 
jng her on the cheek. The men,, and particularly relations^ 
exchange falutes in this manner, each killing the pther’s 
hanil at the fame inffant, and afterwards their cheeks. 

The Ruffians, in their ufual mode of addrefs, never {pre- 
fix any title or appellation of refpeil to their names ; but 
perfons of all ranks, even thole of the firff: dillindtions, call 
each other by their chriffian names, to which they add a 
l)atronymick. Tlicfe patronymicks are formed in lume 
cafes by adding Vitch to the Chriffian name of the father,, 
in others by Of or Ef ; the forb^Qr is applied only to perfons 
of condition, the latter to thole of inferior rank. Thus, 

Ivan Ivanoyitcli'l is Ivan tiicfon I'eter Alexiuvltch "I Peter the fon of 

Ivan luinof / of Ivan, I’eter Alexeof J Alexey. 

The female patronymick is Efna, or Ofna, as Sophia Alexe- 
efna, or Sophia the daughter of Alexey ; Maria Ivanofna,. 
or Maria the daughter of Ivan. 

* Vi:cli is the fume as our Fitz, as Fitzherhert, or the foa of Herbert. 

Great 
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Great families are alfo in general diflinguiflictl bv a fur- 
name, as the family of Romanof, Galitzin, ShcrcnicmV, S:c. 

Any ftranger, who has ever experienced the great i)olitc- 
nefs and tafte, which are confpicuoiis, as well in the beha- 
viour and manners of the Rviflian nobility, as in tlicir en- 
tertainments and affemblies, muil naturally be i‘uri)ri7.ctl 
that fcarcely fixty years ago the following regulations Ihould 
have been thought neceflafy by Peter the Great 

Fvcgulations for Afilinhlies at rctcrllnirp.Ii i:i 1719. 

“ AUcmbly 15 a 1 ‘Tcnch term, which canimt be rciulcicil in Ib.r.rMii i:. cro’ woul; It. 
fi^ljaitios a number of perlbiis meeting tugctlicr, citliei lor tlivcri:i»n, t'r to t,\lk ..bout 
*‘ fhtir own affairs. FTiencls may fee each other on that occition, to ronier togeflicr nn' 
bufincfs or other fubjcifts, to enquire after domeiliek and foreign luus, and lo to |>al» 
“ their time. After what manner wc will have thufe afiemhiies kept, ji',;y he h.iifr d 
“ from what follow?. 

I. perfon, at v.hofe boufe the alfoT.bly is to be In tlia cvviniijg, is to liaiv; out 

a liill or other fign, to give notice to ail pci Ions of either f o . 

, 11 . “ The aircmbly lliall not begin fooncr than four or live in llic aftoinoon, noi’ eon- 
tinuc later than ten at night. 

JJI. “ The luaftcr of the lioufe is not obliged to go rind meet his g'lc'.bq lontiitln'l 
them out, or to entertain them ; l)ut though himfclf i.s exempt fiom uu ihcu', 

“ he ought to find chairs, candles, drink, and all the nccclfarics afkcd f»r, as alio tn 
provide for all forts of gaming, and what belongs thereto. 

iV. ‘‘ No certain hour is fixed for any body’s conhng or going ; it 13 lijfTIcicnf ifnr.c 
makes his a])pear:incc in the alfcmhly. ^ 

\^. ‘‘ It i? left to every one’s lilenv wrdk, or jd iy, iuil nr. In* likes ; n u- lh.1I) 

any body hinder him, or take cxccpflon at wliat lie does., o:: jiain of enijilying \\m: 
(}rc:U Iv.'gle (a bowl filled with tjjne or brand)). As b>r the icfl, it is enmigli to 
fihite at coming and going. 

VI. I'cifons of rack, as, for inlbuKC, roblemen, and Injicrior nfliters, likrwife 

•“ chants of note, and head-mailers, (liy vvliich arc undcrllood niip-lmihiei s) , pnfo:^ 
“ employed in the Chancery, and their wives ami chiklreri, Ihi.Il liuve liberty ot he- 
()ucnting the aHeiiiblies. * 

VII. “ A particular place flinll be albrncd tr the footmrn (fhofe of the hoi.fe rx- 
ccqned), that tlicrc may bcfullicicnt room iu the apxrtmer.ts dcfigncd f>i' the alle-rblv. * 

* Perry’s State of Ruflla, Vol. J. p- iSO, 

T t t a 'flic 
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The Englifh merchants live in a very focial and even 
— J-j fplendid manner. Befide conlhint meetings at their refi)edlive 
houfes, they have, once in a fortnight, a regular aflembly 
in ahoufe hired for that purpofe^to which they obligingly 
invite all their countrymen who happen to be at Peterfburgh, 
and oc;cafionally fome RuBian ladies.. There is a ball, cards^ 
and fupper : twelve or fourteen coitple ufually dance on this 
occalion ; and the meeting is perfedlly cheerful and agree- 
able. , 

During my Ray at Peter^urgh i dined two or three times 
at a club, which confifts of about 300 members, moftly 
Englllh and Germans. None are admitted who have a 
rank fuperior to that of major-general ; but a member who 
afterwards attains a higher Ration is not excluded.. Every 
perfoo, upon his adraiffion, pays and afterwards 
ann^ They have a large houfe, which is open day andlmght, 
and fervants always attending. It ccmtains billiard tables, a 
coffee rootn, apartments for cards, a large apartment, in 
which there is a fupper every evening, and a dinner three 
times in the week. Each meal coRs af. exclufive of wine» 
which is feparately paid for. Any member may introduce 
his friend, firfl entering his name in a day-book, and paying, 
his dinner at the Ripulated rate.' \ 


C H A P. 
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CHAP. V. 

Description of the fortrefs of Peterfburgh .— of St. 

Peter and Paul.*— entd cbor aSler of Peter the Great, 
and tbofe of the Imperial family. — ^Mint. — Hijlory of the 
boat called The Little Grandfire, mohicb gave rife to the 
RuiRan navy upon the Black Sea. 

^ I "'he origin of the fortrefs which occafioned the founda- 

tion of this capital has been already related in the' — ^ 
general defeription of Peterlburgh. Its walls of brick, and 
ftrenglhened with five regular baftions, encircle a fmall 
ifiand of about half a mile in circumference, formed by the 
Great and Little Neva. Within the walls are barracks for 
a fmall garrifon, feveral wards ufed as a common jail, and 
dungeons for the confinement of ftate-prifoners. 

In the middle of t^P^fiand ftands the cathedral of St. Peter 
and Paul,in a different ftyle of architedlure from that nfirally 
employed in the conflrinflion of churches for the fci vice of 
the Greek religion. Inftcad ciPdomes, it has a fpu e of coj^ix-r 
gilt, the highelt part whereof rifes above 240 I’cct from the 
ground. Its interior decorations are much more elegant and 
lefs gaudy than thofe in the churches of Novogorod and 
Mofeow ; and the paintings are done in the modern ftyle of 
the Italian fchool, and not in the dry manner of the Greek 
mafters. 

In this cathedral arc depofited the remains of Peter die 

Great, and of aU the fucceflive fovercigns, excepting thafe of 

I'etec 
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r;ooK Peter li. buried at Mofeow, and of the late unfortunate Peter 
— 111. interred in the convent of St. Alexander Neviki. The 

tombs arc of marble, of the fame form as thofe at Moft.ow 
and Novogorod, nafnely, in .the ftlape of a fquare coffin ; and 
have all, excepting one, an infeription in the Ruffian tongue : 
when 1 fiw them, they \ver<i Covered with gold brocade, 
bordered with filver lace and ermine. 1 view'ed, ijot without 
a peculiar kinclof veneration and awe, the fepulchre which 
contains the body of Peter I. who founded the greatnel's of 
the Ruffian empire : the llernnci's, or rather the ferocity, of 
whofc dilpofition, neither fpured age nor fex, nor the deareft 
yonnedions ; and who yet, w'ith a ftrong degree of com- 
jnmetion, was aceuftomed to fay of himfelf, “ I can reform 
“ my people, but I cannot reform myl'olf.” A royal hido- 
riari has jutily obferved of Peter, that he compenfated the 
cruelties of a tyrant by the virtues of alegiflator. We muft 
readily allow that he conlidcrably reformed and civilized Ids 
fnbje(51s ; that he created a navy ; that he new modelled and 
ditliplined his army ; that he promt^d the arts and fei- 
cnces, agriculture and commerce’; anPlaid the foun(latk)n 
of that glorv which Rullia has lince attained. But, iiiRead 
of crying out in the language of panegyrick, 

Eriibcfcc, nrs I Il-ic vir maximns tibl nihil debuit : 

Exulta, iiatura ! Hoc ilupendium tuum eft -j- : 

» 

We may, on the contrary, venture to regret, that he was 
not taught the leflbns of humanity ; that his fublime and 

* Pierre I. niounit clans ccs circonll anccs, de Bianltebourg. 
laifiaiu dans le iiUMule plncot la rcpiUatiou f lilufh,art: this hero owed thoc nothin^;, 

d’un hoinme iwtnordirnirc, que tPuii grand Pxulf, nature ! ior this, prodigy is all 
lioninic, ik caun.'va.it Irs cruantis d' un 'ijran thv owa, 

da verftts d\in Ililh dc la Maii’on See (rordoiPs I.ifc of Ftier. V. II. 

5 unruly' 
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unruly genius was not controuled and improved by proper 
culture j nor his favage nature corredted and Ibftcned by the^ — ■ 
refinements of art. And if Peter failed in enlightening the 
mafs of his fubjedfs as much as he wiflied, the failure was 
principally occafioned by his own precipitate temiJer, by the 
chimerical idea of introducing the arts and fcienccs by force, 
and of performing in a moment what niuft be the graiUial 
work of time ; by violating the eftablhhed cuftoms of his 
people ; and, in contradidtion to the didtates of found policy, 
requiring an immediate facrifice of thofe prejudices which 
had been Jfandti Bed by ages. In a word, his failure was the 
failure of a fuperior genius wandering without a guide ; 
and the greateft eulogium we can Juffly offer to his extraor- 
dinary charadlcr, is to allow that his virtues were Jiis o\vn> 
and his defedls thofe of his education and country. 

Peter the Great was born at Mofeow on the 30th of May, 

O. S. 1672 ; and died at Peterfburgh on the 28th of Janu- 
ary, 1725, in the 53d year of his age, and in the 44th of a 
glorious reign. 

I obferved near the tomb of Peter fome Turktfli colours : 
they were taken in tnc naval engagement of TclKfmc, dii- 
played during a folemn proceflion in honour of that vidlory, 
and then placed by the hand of the prel'cnt emprefs at the 
tomb of the fovereigii who''<vas the founder of the H vidian 
navy. 

Near thofe of Peter repofe the aftics of his fccoiid wife 
and fucceflbr Catharine I. the bcautilul Livonian, who, by a 
wonderfxil train of events, was exalted from a cottage to un- 
bounded Ibvereignty 

In the vault of this church, but without any tonab or in- 
feription, lies Alexey fon of Peter 1. who tell a faci ilk c to 

^ See the -\ccount of CitCbarine I. in C:h . p. VJI. or lias Book, 

VoL .1, f ^ 4 


the 
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BOOK the artifices of the defigning.Mentchikof, and to the refent- 

— ^ ment of an inhuman, though, perhaps, juftly offended father. 
The*recolle6tion of his fate mafees a ftrongimpreflion on’a 
feeling mind ; and muft ftill more forcihly ftfike afubje<^lof 
the Britifli empire ; where will is not law? where the heir 
apparent is as fecure as the fovereign himfelf ; and where 
the right of fucceffion ftands irrevocable, not to be altered by 
the caprice or jealoufy of a reigning monarch. The fpecu- 
lative theorift may indeed argue for Peter, that there fliould 
be a power invefted in the fovereign to exclude an unworthy 
fucceflbr, who fliould threaten to overturn his plans of re- 
formation, and again to plunge his country into the barbarifm 
from which he had raifed it ivith fo much difficulty. But, 
in effed, this is nothing lefs than rendering the fate of a 
whole empire abfolutely dependent upon the will of one 
perfon, who, during his life, may change his heir as often 
as he changes his opinion ; or who, like. Peter, may expire 
without nominating his fucceffor, and leave the crown to be 
feized or difputed’by thofe who have not the leaft fliadow of 
preteniion. ’ By this means the throne is open to every 
claimant \ihp may have a chance of fecuring the concur- 
rence of the army. If all the evils which might have 
been expedfed from this change of the fucceffion have 
not been hitherto experienced in Riiflia, it muff: be 
aferibed to the following cohfideration : that notwith- 
ffanding the abfolnte power which the fovereign poffTeffed 
of nominating his heir, yet the notions of hereditary 
light, and the privilege of primogeniture, though aniudlcd by 
Peter’s law, ffill retained a confidcrable degree of inffuence in 
5 ' 
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tli6 opinion of the nation. The exclufion> ho\vcv'cr» of 
Alexey, the decree* fubfeqnent to his death, and the nnfht-' — 
tied ideas concerning the right of I'ucceffion neceiraiily in- 
troduced by that fatal mandate, have occasioned frecpient 
revolutions in the government of this country'; and the 
-dilpofal of the' fceptre has in Ibme meafurc depended upon 
the regiments of guards t ftationed in the capital. 
Tlmugh I do not mean to jurtify the condinfl: of Alexey, 
yet I cannot but aflent to the opinion of a judicious liilto- 

rian, 


* “ In the month of FetxivKiry, 1722, a 
“ proclamation was made by the found of 
trumpet, requiring every natural-bom 
“ fubjciSI of the Rulltan empire, and nl! fo* 
“ reiguers then refiding there, to Avearisnd 
“ lign ail oath, ‘ that they w'ill ncknow- 
“ ledge, as fiiccdlbr to rhe empire, the 
perfun whom his majeily fliould nomitiate 
“ for their fovereign after his death. This 
“ order ftn'itk a damp on the fpirit s of every 
“ body, when they rcrlet^led on the uii- 
“ doubted title of the young priucc Peter, 
“ hi? majedy's grandfon, and only reniain- 
iiig heir of the imperial family.” iirucc’s 
Memoirs, p. 226, 

'rhe oatii was thus worded ; “ 1 do votV 
and fweir before Almiglity God, and up* 
“ on tlie Holy Kvangelifts, that I own and’ 
“ ackmnvledge the decree concerning the 
fiiCCvlihai to tlie crown of RulTia, pub- 
lidud the sih of Ftbriiary, 1723, by 01 
dcr of the moll illiilhious and mighty 

• ' priiue, Peter 1 . enipeior and fovereagn 

“ of all Rudia, our moll grat ious lordTand 
“ iiMllor ; wherein it k ordained, tk: 

“ (itiy fuccecdiK'^ empo or cj'RuJjiity 

“ not only t7iJ\ ot plciif'iu c yiomindt^ oud np- 

i>otm a fiiccrlJor to the n hut Uliuhije 
“ alter the asofien (n hcythc pn j'.’.-ii, 

or any other fuceriduiy emperur /l^fdl fee 
.7///.V, or think fit' Tlii.s imperial onli* 

• ‘ iniioe, T rlie uruler-namcd doacknowlcdre 

to be i'lit atid right, and promiie all due 
“ obcdKmcc to the pcrfjn lo namtd and 


^ appointed fncccflbr to the imprri d crown 
**ofRutVia; 1 will hold and acknowledge 
“ him to be the onfy hr.vhil heir, and my 
only fovereign, and acrorilingly will Ij i- 
“ zard life and fortune to m iinf.iiji him on 
“ the throne, and defc it rite dt llgns of his 
“ enemies. Moreover, ij’ I Ih ill ever bo 
^ found to ai5t contrary to this o.uii, or to 
“put any other conllnit^l ion iipnn if, .'liioi, 
“ and in that cafe, I will be accomued ,1 
“ traitor, and not only be li.ille ro au i;;. 
“ nominious death, but alio :o the at. 

“ Ilia of the church. In emiliitr.ai ; m of 
“ which, I kifs tlic Holy (hiiprl m.d 
“ and hereunto do fet my h ind.’* 

-(• The licentious condu t of the gu ni!»> 
(fiMjn after the iccclTion of ('‘rJlnuIm- l.\ 
which proceeded from their powi n dil* 
pofing of the erowo, was on: er l 1 onI;iI>'-;. 
“ Altlmugh tin; enipi\:fs apjie.iie 1 fo roiV 
“ wirli an abloiu’e. ,1 m !n>j-jt y, yc: it ! . re; - 
“ lain that foe e.'i ii Jy drir e l. i njio;i i’. • 
“ caprh'c otthe r/';< -I ■; rihcifi'.N legaj.inl *>i 
“guards, .ind tiic noble, who h el pluid 
“ Ik r upon he; thn tk, , nei'je r ol* 

“ Ihedinll coninidic' 01 re-ducc. Carii'o in -, 
“ well ;-.v.A!e ol licl f 'LU.::!ion, !- 

“ voin'r>i i<i tree :hi: 

“dent hue, by drf I on. •; I’.l : 1 k.: m:'i.O', 

“who hid mUl 'le'hoiy, he:::\ a oo 

“ neraJ-e; and, K:id-r p:e:c:i e (’.'■■ ■ 
“ pro:noti‘ii!-".j to I'l.nur, .- ditd, .l irt 
“ rc'';icu i.t oi g i."rd , 'u.d, i:i t.-.; 

“ to eppuni k\er.d -h'. w- e 
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BOOK i-ian, that as Peter 1. opened by this law an abundant foiirce 
— ^ of troubles ami confufion, it had been better for the country 
if that weak prince, with all his defe£ls,hatl been ftrfFered to 
reign And I may venture to add, that the re-ellablifh- 
ment of hereditary right may be clafled among the foreraoft 
of thofe excellent regulations, which diftingui'fh the reign of 
Catharine 1I» 

in 


officers in the other regiments^ to be 
majors ; but as the captains of the guards 
** were unaniinoiifly diffiitisfied with thefe 
“ regulations, flic was conflrained to place 
•* attairs upon the old footing,*^ Aiiltnaa 
llnvoy in B. H. M. XL p., 507. 

Alfo, upon Elizabeth *8 acceffion, Man- 
fit in lays, “ The whole company of grena- 
“ diers of the regiment of Preobrtflieniky 
were ennobled and promoted. The pri- 
vate men lied the rank of lieutenants | 
and the corporals of majors j. tlic ar* 
moiirer and cjuartcf-mafter that of licu- 
tcnaiu-coloiiels j nnd the ferjeanrs that 
of colouels of tl>c army. It was called 
the company of body-guards. Gruiillciu 
was made ailjutanr of ilii.s tompany, with 
“ the title of brigadier. He did ih»; long 
keep Lis grovind ; accwflonicd to tl>e low 
“ oinbition of a private foidicr, his head 
was Ido weak to bear a higher fortune, 
“ and grow ing giddy with Ins preferment, 
he was giiihy of all kind of infolciices, 
** broke oyt into dilVcfpeCt to the emprcls 
“ herfllf, and ended with imdergoiog the 
“ knout, and lacing banilhed to the lands 
which the eniprcfs had given him when 
flic firft promoted him* 

This company committed all iraag^n* 
able diforders for the firfl months that 
** the emprefs cemaiued at Vetejffiurgh. 
** The new noble lieutenants r»n through 
** all the dirtied puWic-houles, got drunk, 
and wallowed in the lUcets. They cu.- 
tt red into the houfes of the greatefl no- 
** biemeo, demanding mouthy wivb threats^ 


and took aw ay, without ceremony, what- 
** ever they liked. There was no keeping 
within bounds, men, who having been 
all their lifc^time itfcd to be difeiplined 
“ by drubbing, could not prcfcntly l^inili- 
“ arife thcmfclves to a more civil treat- 
ment. It mull have been the work of 
time to reduce them to good manners. I 
“ do not know whether they were ever 
** brought to corrci^t tliemfelvcs, but tlie 
** moft unruly of them were expelled the 
corps, and placed as officers in other re- 
** giments of the army, where the vacancies 
“ were many. An admirable expedient 
" tills for procuring excellent officers !'’ 
Memoirs of Ruffia, p. 319, 320. 

^ “ C’cft il cette iinprudcnte loi, (jii*o;v 
“ doit attribucr toutes les revolutions tjui. 
*.* oiu afiiigc la Ruffic, CVu Pierre 1. qui 
‘‘ a oiivcrt dans ion empire cette fonrcc 
“ abondante dc troubles ct de dcfolation, 
Ne valak-il pas inienx qiP Alexis icg- 
uat ?” I/KvcOino, voJ. I V. p. 454. 

'v An ingenious author, vvlio has lately pub- 
lifligtl part of a voluminous work upon 
RulTia, controverts this judicious reflection, 
juftifies this decree of Peter, and denies 
that it had the had bad tendency, or has 
been the cawfc of any revohirions. See Le 
Clcrc's Hiih Moderne de Kuffie,, jK 441 to 
445- 

His arguments, however, will fcarceiy 
appear convincing to any pcvfbn who bait 
jieriifed with attention the Hiftory of Rufl-.i 
fincc the demifc of Peter tht Great ; and 
mull appear of little weight, unlcfi the foL 

lowing 
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In the fame vault which contains the body of theunfor- 
tunate Alexey is placed that of Charlotte Chriltina Sophia 
princefe of Brunfwick, his no lefs unfortunate wife, and 
whofe fate is more affeaing, becaufe flie deferved it Ids. 
She was born 101694, niarried in 1711 the tzarovitch 
who had feen her at her father’s court, and died on the 1 ft 
of November, 1715, partly of a broken heart occafioned by 
her hufband s ill treatment, and partly by the conlcf|uenccs 
of her delivery of Peter 11 . 

Among the imperial fepulchres is that of Anne of Hol- 
ftein, eldeft daughter of Peter and Cathanne, who is Id's 
known, though far more deferving of notice, than her filler 
the emprefs Elizabeth, becaufe her virtues were not enno- 
bled by a diadem. Anne is deferibed f as a prineefs of a 

majeftitk 


lowing queries can be anfwercd in the nc* 
gative. 

Was not the accelTion of Catharine I. a 
revolution } The abolition of delpoiick au- 
thority, and the clet^ion of Anne, a rcvolu. 
tion ? The refumption of defpotick autho- 
rity by the lame emprefs a rcvoUition ? 
The removal of liircn from the regency a 
revolution } The accclTion of Elizabeth a 
revolution ? 'Ehe dethronement of PcteiTII. 
and the accclfion of Catharine (though 
judified by the peculiar lituation of tlte 
empire) a revolution ? Were they n V 
all occafioned by the loofe notions <^on- 
cerning tlic right of 'iurcelTion, and ac- 
compliHied by the intervention of* the 
guards ? Were not the execution, fcourg- 
lag, and baniflimenr of many principal no- 
bles, ilie confifeation of elbitcs, and the 
conlinenient of numberlels date-prdoners, 
the fatal confcqnences of thefe Ireqntnf 
changes ? the lall excepted, when rijc lenity 
of the emprefs fpared the uiual viditns to 
policy and refentment. Have not thefe 
civil fends, which fo long convulfed this 
empire, been dirniniUted by the well-ground- 


ed expectation of an unbre^ken hei\Mlinry 
line in the ])rc'cit imperial family.^ And 
as the influence of Peter’;', fatal <iorrec is 
confiderably abated, and the moll dili ini 
probability of another rovolntion fcaricly 
exills, has not the rapid incrcalc of rom- 
niercc and popnlati'in ihrouglmut every 
part of this vail empire proclaimed the be- 
neficial cftcits of the more liable govern- 
ment of Catharine II. 

* See an account of this prineefs in Chaj). 
VIII. of this Mook. 

f “ Anna Pefrown i relfemldoit de vifigc 
‘‘ ct d’hum nir a Ion angnlic jure, mais 1 1 
‘ nature et reducarion avoient triur cmlielli 

* chez cllc. On Ini pall nt plus dc cinq 
‘ pies de haute ir, en favenr d’nnc taillc 
‘ extremement deliec, et d’nnc linclfc par. 

* faitc dans touti s les proportions. Uien 
‘ dc plus nujeftaeux fpie Ion port ct h 

* pliylionoriiie, licn dc jilus regnlicr epic 

* Its traits, et n/>n obit ant ccla, des graces 

* tendres dans !e rcg ird e.i le font it c ; del 
‘ chevenx et des l«>nrcils noirs, uti teiiit 

* d’linc blanchcnr cclatatitc, ft ee vcrmil- 

* Ion fra is ct tldicat qui icfleia Ians (cfc 

“ iniiTiitab’e 
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BOOK majeftick form and expreflive features, of an excellent and 
improved underftanding, and of irreproachable morals. 
W^ile £he was very young, count Apraxin, a Ruffian noble- 
man, paid his addreffes to her, but was refedled with fcorn. 
Not daunted, however, with this repulie, he continued his 
courtfhip, and, finding her one day alone, he threw himfelf 
at her feet, offered his fword, and entreated her to put an, 
end to his life and mifery. “ Give it me,” faid the princefs^ 
liretching out her hand, “ you fliall fee that the daughter. 
‘‘ of your emperor has ftrength and fpirit fufficient to rid 
“ herfelf of a wretch who infults her.” The count, appre- 
henfive that flie might execute her threat, withdrew the- 
fword, and demanded inftant pardon ; and, as the princefs. 
told the ftory with great humour, became the derifion of the 
court 

Anne efpoufed, in 1725. Charles Frederick duke of Hol- 
Rein-Gottorp,. to wffiom flie had been long betrothed. Bred 
up with the expcitation of tNvo crowns +, flie was difap- 

pointcd 

inimitable au furrl ; Ics ycux d’line con- the Hoiifo of Vafa, and the chapter on the 
Icur iiulccitc et d’un feu cblouiiiint. Bref, death of Charles XIL both in the next vo- 
“ de pied en cap Tenvie a’y pouvoii trou- lume. 

“ ver auciin detaut, Avec cela un jugc- As to her expefiathjns of the Ruffian . 
“ ment penetrant, une vraie candeur et crown, Baffevitz, her linffiand’s miniftcr, 
bontc de cara^lerc, libcralc, et magni- j^fitively affierts, that Peter 1. had formed 
“ fique, tres bien inftruite, parlant clegam- the refolution of raifing her to the throne., 
“ ment fa languc matcrnelle, le Francois, “ C*ctoit dans les mains de cette princeffie, 
“ PAllemand, PJralien et le Suedois,” BalTe- “ qne^ Pierre le Grand fonhairoit de voir- 
wirz in Biif. llif Mag. IX. p. 370, 371. pafler fon feeptre.” Buf. Hif. Mag. IX. 

Baffievvitz, P..371.. p. 371. 

Thofc of Sweden and Rulila : the A fliort time before his laft illnefs he cx- 
formcr by marriage, and the latter by her plained to her and the, duke of HolBein the 
father’s nomination. iyilem he had piirfucd during his reign, and 

With rcfjjccl to the former, her luifband, inftriuSled them in the details of govetn- 
thc only ion of liedwige cldeA fitter of raciK. vVhile he lay uporv his death-bed, 
Charles XII. was, upon that monarch’s havitig recovered his underftanding by a 
death, the undoubted heir of the Svvedifli momentary intermiffion of the delirium (fee 
crown, but was fot alide by the Swedes, Chapter VIIl, on Catharine I.), he called 
who preferred lU)rica FIconora Charles’s for Anne to dictate his latt fentiments, buc 
yuutigcft fiJtcr. Sec Gciit’?ic>lj;icai Table of upon her arrival he relapfed into liis foni^er 

ftate 



J? E T E 11 S B U R G H. 

jjointed of both ; nominated by her mother Catharine I. one 
of the council of regency during the minority of Peter II.; 
excluded fiom that council alter having only once taken her 
feat, by the dcfpotifm of prince Menzikof, whom die herfelf 
had promoted with all her influence; driven from Ruflia 
by the mandate of that arrogant minirtcr, flie retired with- 
her hufband to Kiel, where die died in 1728, in the 2 ad year 
of her age, and leaving one fon, the unfortunate Peter MI. 

Her coufin the emprefs Anne fccoiul daughter of 
Ivan Alexievitch,. lies interred in tl\e fame cathedral. 
She was widow of the duke of Courland ; and refuled 
at Mittau when die was unexiiedteiUy called to take 


il’Uc of infcnfibllity. Ibid. p. 372. 

It allbappenrSjtVom (he following extrails 
'from Sir Luke Sch:ml)c’s papers, in the 
poflcflion of the Earl of fj.irdwickc, that 
Ecter had cyen, taken feme heps towards 
fettling the crown upon his diaightcr Anne. 
“ l.e Catdinal [Dubois] no paroit giiere 
toiieht* de I’injiiiiice qui leroit faite au 
fils dti czarowit2 ; ct il dit,(|uc fi Ic czar 
“ verier oh la fucccjjicn ctifavcur Jc fa fills ^ il 
“ faudroit l)ien epic ceax (jui voudroient fc 
“ lier avec lui de fon vivant, promifTent de 
“ la niaintenir api es fa more, apre? laqiielle 
“ touteiois il arriveroit vravrtmblablemcnt 
** de cette difpofirion conime fi elle rdavuit 
jamais exiile,” Extraft of a letter from 
Sir Luke Schaubc to Lord Carteret, d.it^ 
Laris Jan. 20, 1722. 

** Ce qye les mini ft res Mofeovites ifi.'bi- 
“ ent au Motif, dc Campredoti qne 1 ^' cznr 
♦* voulut fc procurer une garantie pour la 
“ fucciflion a fis ctats de la tnanure au .i fc 
propnfe ilc l\uildir, paroit fort fingahcr, ikc. 
Tar rapport a Ccxclufion de fon petit fils 
^\favcur dc fa fiflt^ fans niarqucf en nLinc 
‘‘ temps a quel prince il la delline.” I' X- 
tr:u‘‘t from a Letter of Lord Caricft;t to the 
Cardinal du 13 ois, dated Jan. (721*2, 

The decree which he if! tied in hebrnary, 
1722, feeiTlcd a prelude to this appointment, 


which was probably prevented by the fiid- 
dcunefs of his death. 

Catharine 1 . was no left inclined to ap- 
point Anne her Incccfior, ami a inoiig 
party was formed in her favour ; but tli.u. 
emj)refs was prevented from Ibllowlng her 
inclinations in this inllance hy the (hort- 
nefs of her reign, and the danger of ex- 
cluding Peter Alexievitch, who, as ihc 
grandfon of Peter the Clrcat, was fiipportcd 
by a ftill more powerful |)arry, 

* “ The czarina is about my heiglif, 
“ but a very laigc made worn \n, very well 
“ iluiped for her fizc, and eaiy and grace- 
“ ful in her perfon. Slu; has a f)r(iv\ 11 com- 
“ plexion, black hair, dark and. blue eyes ; 

“ flic has an awfulncfs in her coiinti nance 
“ that 111 ikes you at firfi light; Imt when Ihc 
“ fpeaks, flic has a fmilc about her mouth 
“ that is inexprclftbly f'vcer, SJic talks ;i- 
“ good d.cal to every bodv, and has fuch an 
“ aif.ii>ility in her addivl;, tli.it you fcein 
“ talking to an ^ripial ; and yi;t Oic docs 
“ not, for <;ite moment, dmp the dignity 
“ of a lovcrcigM, She ieerns to liave groat 
“ humnnifv ; and is, I think, what one 
“ would cal! a fine agreeable woman were 
“ the a private perfon.” Letters by a Lady 
from Rufiia, 


pofleflioa'. 
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BOOK poflcffion of the empire. Upon the death of Peter II. with- 
out iffue, the fceptre, according to Catharine’s wil>, ought to 
have reverted -to her grandibn, afterwards Peter III. Ion off 
Anne of Holltein ; but as hereditary right was aboliflied by 
Peter’s decree, and no fucceflbr was apjx)inted by Peter II. 
a privy council of eight nobles, in whom the regal power 
was vefted at the deceafe of the emperor, formed a plan for 
limiting the enormous prerogative of the crown; leaving the 
title and pomp of royalty to the reigning monarch, but re- 
ferving to themfelves the w'hole fupreme authority. Hav- 
ing, according to this project, drawn up certain conditions to 
be ratilied by the future fovereign, they chofe the princefs 
Anne in preference to the family of Peter the Great, and to 
her eldell lifter Catharine of Mecklenburgh, becaufe, having 
no legal claim, flie would more readily be induced to agree 
to any terms which might fecure her the fucceflion. Anne 
ligned the articles without hefitation, only for the purpofe of 
breaking them with greater facility ; and Ihe had fcarcely 
arrived at Mofcow before Ihe was enabled, by the alliftance 
of the guards, to annul the a<St of renunciation, to diflblve 
the privy council itfelf, and to re-alTume the imperial autho- 
rity in as unlimited a form as it had ever been enjoyed by 
any of her predeccITors. This emprels refigned herfelf im- 
plicitly to the diredlion of BireiKj a native of Courland, who, 
from the loweft extrablion, hatUrifen to be abfolute fa- 
vourite of his miftrefs, and regulafed all her councils with 
the moft arbitrary fway. 

Anne has generally been cenfured for her feverity, 
and is faid to have ruled the Rufllans with the knoot 
in her hand. But the cruelties ‘which tarniflied her 
reign muft be attributed to the brutal temper of Biren. 
The emprefs herfelf was naturally of an humane difpofi- 
tion ; Ihe frequently oppofcd the fanguinary meafures of 

her 
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her favourite, and in vain endeavoured to foften his mercUefs chap. 
difpofition, by fubmitting frequently to intreatics, and inter. . . 
ceding even with tears, fgr the unfortunate objeds of his 
refentment’‘^ But, in effedl, the fovereign who permits cru- 
elties is, and ought to be, equally guilty in the eyes of the 
world with the fovereign who commands them ; and pohc- 
rity juftly imputes to the mittrefs the vices of the fervant 
who is uncontrouled in his abufc of power. Anne died on 
the 1 7th of Odober, 1740, after having nominated for her 
fucceflbr her nephew Ivan, then an infant, with a view of 
prolonging the reign of Bircn, whom flie appointed regent 
during the minority of that emperor. 

As I viewed the tomb of Elizabeth, I recalled to my rc- 
colle( 5 tion the motley character of that indolent and volup- 
tuous emprefs, who, by the revolution of 1741, renewed in 
her perfon the line of Peter the Great upon the throne of 
Ruflia. Elizabeth was born in 1709, and, when arrived at 
years of maturity, v>’as extremely admired for her great per- 
fonal attradlions t. 

Her 


* J’ai cte pref'nt/’ writes Count 
Munich, loiitiuc I’impcratrice j)lcuroit a 
“ clin tides hirincs iur cc t]iic Biroii f'uhm- 
“ noic & nicnacoit uc nc voiiluir plui icmr 
li i’iinpcra'rice ne ic.crifioir Voliniki a 
“ ainli dcH aiitas, ’ lih.uicht, &:c. p# iiij. 

Mrs. \ fays of licr, “ 1 have 
“ fjcn her well into tears at n mcl.uicholy 
“■ ilory, and 11 k* Ihcws Inch uiva fleeted hnr- 
“ ror at any iv.ark of cruelty, that her 
“ mind to me Items comp '!ed ot the mod 
“ amia.de qualities th u I Ih vc ever ob- 
“ ferved in any one pcri'on ; which leen.'-' a 
“ particidar mark ot the tjo' dnds of 1 ro- 
‘‘ videuc-r*, ns flic is polfctlcd ot iucli j o.v : a . * 
Letters nom Ritllia, p, 89 . 

f thu? deicribes the j urfo*! 

of iilizabtch III the z^ih ytau: ot hci ag;c. 


** The princchi Idixalicf.h, who is, you 
know, a daiq^htcr of Bct;:r J. is ▼ciy 
bandit n.c, .she is very f.iir, tvidi liyJiL 
“ brown hair, I U 'p- f[«rl:.;litly blue ryes, line 
“ teeth, .aid a ]M(:tty mouth, .die is in- 
“ clin ibic to I^u f-»r, l):it is vciy {Rented, 
“ -tirid d.inces bcifer th in .my one I ever 
“ h.vv. Slit* fpc.ikj Cb.rman, I'lcnch, and 
“ It ilirin ; i." c.xircmcly i;ay, and talks to 
‘‘ cveiv body, in a very pi oper m uuier, in 
“ the eiicle, but hates the ccrcinotiy of a 
“ court.** 

And ap/aln, ‘-ife hri', '.in affability nn<l 
“ fvectoils of that liifcnlibly in- 

iovc an<l ii-rpiKh In puldir.k flic 
“b.!- I'l umlL-dcd /vdety, .aid acMiam 
,i r of :^id<liti'.:- •, tbat ciil M tly i‘> 

puitLii h^r \vl;olc miiid ; but in plicate, I 

^ have 
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lio^K Her beauty, as well as her rank and large dowry, occaii- 
— V— ' oned feveral offers, none of which, however, took place, and 
j(he died lingle. During the life of her father Peter I. a nego- 
tiation had commenced for her marriage with Louis XV. but 
although not ferioufly adopted by the court of France, it was 
never relinquiihed until the daughter of Staniflaus, titular 
king of Poland, was publickly affianced to the young mo- 
narch. By the will of Catharine, Elizabeth was betrothed to 
Charles Auguflus, bifliop of Lubeck, duke of Slef'wick and 
Holftein, and brother to the late king of Sweden, but he died 
before the completion of the ceremony. In the reign of 
Peter II. flic was demanded by Charles Margrave of Anl'pach; 
in 1741 by the Perfian tyrant Kouli Khan; and at the time 
of the revolution the regent Anne endeavoured to force her 
to efpoufe prince Louis of Brunfwick, for whom fhe enter- 
tained a fettled averfion *. From the period of her accellion 
flie renounced all thoughts of the connubial ftatc, and 
adopted her nephew Peter. Her diflike to marriage, how- 
ever, certainly did not proceed from any dilinclination to 
man ; for flic would freely and frequently own to her con- 
fidents that fhe was never happy but when fhe was in love f, 
if we may dignify by that name a capricious pafllon ever 
changing its object. The fame charadderiflick warmth of 
temper hurried her no lefs to tflo extremes of devotion : flie 

h;»vc heard her talk in fuch a drain of * See Mandein’s Memoirs, p. 25. 28<;. 
** good Icnfe and deady reafoning, that I 309. 

** am pcriuadccl the other behaviour is a i Kl!e ctoit voluptnciife a Texecs, ncQ 
“ fuint ; but Oie (eems eaty : I fay /w/r, “ de fang voinptiieux, & elle difoit fouveut a 

** for who knows the heart ? In diorr,Ihc “ fes conhdenfes, qu’cllc n’etoit conicnfc 
“ is an amiable erenture ; and though I “ tpie tant qn'elle etoit anioureiifc ; mais 
“ 4 hink the throne very worthily filled, yet “file etoit avee ccla fort incondante & 
“ I cannot help wifliing die were to be the “ changeoit fonvent d« favoris, ^ Ebaiichc, 
“ fnccedor at lead.” Letters from Ilidfia, gcc. p. iyo. 
p. 73 and 76. 


was 
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was fcrupuloufly exaft in her annual confcflions of the 
wanderings of her heart, in exprcfling the utmoft contrition, 
and in pun£lually adhering both in publick and juivatc to the 
minuteft ceremonies and ordinances of the church. 

With refpedt to her difpofition and turn of mind, llie is 
generally ftyled the humane Elizabeth, as Ihe made a vow 
upon her acceffion to inflidl no capital punifhments*!' during 
her reign ; and is reported to have flaed tears uixjn the news 
of every vidlory gained by her troops, front the refledlion 
that it could not have been obtained without great bloodlhed. 

But although no criminal was formally executeil in pxiblick, yet 
the ftate prifons were filled with wretched fufferers, many of 
whom, unheard of and unknown, periflied in tlie damp and 
unwholefome dungeons : the ftate inquifition, or fecret com- 
mittee, appointed to judge perfons fidpecfted of high trealbn, 
had conftant occupation during her reign ; many tipon the 
flighteft furmizes were tortured in fecret ; many underwent 
the knoot and expired under the inflidlion. But the tranf- 
a<ftion which refle(5fs the higheft difgrace upon her reign, 
was the publick puniftiment of two ladies of falhion ; the 
countefles Beftuchef and Lapookin : each received fifty 
ftrokes of the knoot in the open fquarc of Pcterfburgli, 
their tongues were cut out, and they were baniflied into 
Siberia. One of thefe ladies,1\Iadame Lapookin, efteemed the 
handlbmeft w^oman in Rilflia, was accufed of carrying on a 
fecret correfpondence wdth the French embaflador ; but her 
real crime was her having commented too freely on the 
emprefles amours. Even the mere relation ot Inch an af- 
feding fecne, as that of a woman of great l)eauty and high 
rank publickly cxpofcct and fcotirged by the common exe- 
cutioner, muft excite the ftrongeft emotions of horror, and ■ 

* See Remarks on her ceicbraletl cdiA, which nholiflied capital piuiifliiiiciits, in the 
chapter on the Penal Law5 of Ruflla in the next \oUinic, 

VOL. I. X X X 
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Bo^it forbid, US to venerate the memory of a princefs, who, with 
— ^ fuch little regard to her own fex, could iffue thole barbarous 
commands. 

But let us lament the inconliftency of human nature; 
and, in confidering the chara< 5 ter of Elizabeth, let us not deny 
that her heart, perhaps naturally benevolent, was occafionally 
corrupted by power, and fteeled with fufpicion ; and that 
although mercy might predominate whenever it did not in- 
terfere with her paflions and prejudices, yet Ihe by no means 
deferves the appellation of humane, the moft noble attri- 
bute of a fovereign, when it interix)fes to temi)er and miti- 
gate the feverity of juftice. Elizabeth died in 1761, in the 
twenty- firft year of her reign, and in the 53d of her age ; 
fhe expired in December, the fame month in which fhe was 
born, and in which Ihe acceded to the throne. 

In the fortrefs is a fmall arfenal, which, among other mi- 
litary {lores, contains fome antient cannon, caft in the middle 
of the fixteenth century under the reign of Ivan Vaflilie- 
vitch II. and which I was iurprized to find of fuch good 
workmanship. I had occafion to mention in a former chap- 
ter, that the art of calling cannon was introduced into Rulfia 
under Ivan Valfilievitch I. by Ariftotle of Bologna. Ivan II. 
did not fail to imitate the example of his grandfather in pro- 
curing, by means of foreign artills, the bell artillery ; and it is 
to this precaution that both thefe monarchs were chiefly in- 
debted for their fuccelTes in war, anti for the conquell of fe- 
veral provinces, which they annexed to their hereditary do- 
minions. 

* I wus informed from undoubted au- crctly to order the execiniorrer to bnoot to 
thority, that it was impoflible to obtain death thole delinquents who were found- 
Jdizabctl/s confent for the execution of guilty of the moft atrocious crimes. It is 
a felon who had e^’cn committed the a pity that (he did not rcfeive her hiima- 
moft horrid fpccies of premeditattd murder, nity, which in this inftance was cruelty to 
fitid that the mailer of the police ufed fe- her people, for more refpccftable obje(fls. 

a In 
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PETERSBURGH. 

In a feparate building of the fortrefs is the mint. The chap. 
gold and filver is fent from the mines of Siberia, and thev_^ 
reparation is performed in its laboratory. We furveyed the 
whole procefs from the firft fmelting of the ore to the coin- 
ing. Among the filver we obferved a large quantity of Dutch 
dollars, which were melting down in order to be recoined in 
roubles. Peter I. wanting filver for the new coinage, iflued out 
a decree, that all the cuftoms fliould be paid in Dutch dollars : 
at prefent half the duties are ftill difeharged in that money by 
all foreign merchants, excepting the Englifli, who are ex- 
empted by treaty. But as the gold and filver obtained from the 
mines of Siberia, with the addition of the dollars, are by no 
means fuflicient for the money in circulation ; a coniider- 
able quantity of both thefe metals are annually imported. 

The coinage, in its prefent debafed ftate, rauft be very ad- 
vantageous, as in the gold there is fo much alloy, that a 
profit of 48 per cent, is gaified, and in the filver of 37 ■ , 

This ftate of the Ruffian money renders ufelefs the ])rohiin~ 
tion againft exporting it, and is produdive of one miltliicvi ui: 
effeft, that it promotes the contraband introdudtion ol talf. 
coin from foreign countries, upon which a conlldcrablc jaroiit 
is acquired. 

Among the remarkable objedls in the mint, the niaclunc 
for ftamping the coin deferves to be mentioned becauf ii 
was invented by her prelent majelly, ami is efteemed a vc i y 
ingenious and fimple piece of mcchanil'm. 

Within the fortrefs is a four-oared boat, which is fecured, 
with great veneration, in a brick building, conftmdled liii 
that puiqiofe, and preferved as a memorial to future ages 

ft 

* See Eflai fur Ic commerce dc Ruflie, that of the former reigns is laid dmrn, a » 

C. X. where the reader will find a very ac- was informed from good authority, w. 
curate ftate of theRullian coinage, in which great cxatlncfs, p. 
f.hc difference of the prefent money from 

X X X 2 i’ j 
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its being the origin of the Rudian fleet, Peter I. ufed to call 
lit the Little Grandjire \ and, in the latter part of his reign, 
ordered it to be tranfported toPeterfburgh: it was conducted 
in folemn proceflion, in order to excite the admiration of 
the people, and held up that they might compare in what 
condition he had found the marine, and to what perfection 
he had brought it. The hiftory of this little boat is worthy 
of notice, as vv ell becaufe it comprehends the firft rife of the 
navy, as becaufe, during the courfe of this narrative, 1 fhall 
be enabled to obferve fundry errors which have been ad- 
vanced by many hiftorians of Peter the Great ; and which, 
if not duly corrected, will be confecrated by time, and be 
admitted as truths. 

I fliall begin by remarking, that there is not the leaft 
foundation in the report that Peter was naturally afraid of 
the water, and that he had the utmoft difficulty in furmount- 
ing this averfion ; on the contrary, he feems to have always 

* L’Evefqiie has adopted this notion, and to the great regret of all lovers of hiflory, 
he cites for his authority a Hiftory of Peter has been prevented by other occupations 
the Great in the Sclavonian tongue, firft from carrying his defign into execution, 
piinted at Venice, and republiflied at Pc- I find, from Bachmeiller’s Ruff. Bibl, for 
terfburgh, with Notes, by Prince Shcrebatof. 1782, that a German tranflation of it is 
He fecnis to cite from the text, and not given in Part IV. of tlic Journal of Sf. Pe- 
from the notes. But I may venture to con- terfburgh for 1782, which lhavc not yet feen. 
tradidi this notion from the undoubted au- Gordon died in 1699, oiuch regretted by 
thority of General Patrick Gordon, cited by the^tzar, t' at, to nfe the words of his rcla- 
Mr. Muller, in his Nachricht von der Urf- tion, His majefty vilited him fwe times 
pung, &c. in Journal of St. Pet. for 1778, “ durihg his illnefs, was prefent the tno- 

p. 241. “ ment Jhc expired, and flmt his eyes with 

General Gordon was a native of Scotland, “ his own hand.” 
and was born in 163^ : having Icrved with The fame author alfo fays of him, greatly 
glory in the Sw’cdifti and Polifti armies, he to his honour, “ General Gordon was a 
entered into the Ruffian fervicc in 1661, in fober man, in a country where drinking 
which he continued to the end of his life. “ is much in fafiiion ; and though he ufed 
He vv rote his Journal in the Englifti tongue; “ to be much in the czar’s company, his 
it is nowr in the archives at Mofeow, and “ majefty, knowing his inclinations, w'ould 
has never been printed. Mr. Muller, “ never allow him to be urged. He was 
who has made great ufe of it in fome of his ** ever mindful of his biiftnefs, and did great 
writings, propofed to extract and piiblifli all “ fervice to the Ruffian nation.” Gordon’s 
the circiimftanccs relating to Ruffia 3 but Hill, of Peter the Great, vol. 1 . p. 137, 138. 

expreffed 
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exprefled a ftrong attachment to that element. The boat, ^ 
w}aich has given rife to this detail, was conftruaed,. dining 
the reign of Alexey Michaclovitch, by Karftens Brandt, a 
Dutch flaip-right, whom Alexdy Michaclovitch had invited 
into Buffia. Peter about the year 1691, accidentally fee- 
ing this boat at a village near Mofcow, inquireil why it was 
built in a different manner from all thofe which he had hi- 
therto obferved : Timmerman, a foreigner, who taught him 
fortification, and to whom he addreffed the queftion, in- 
formed him that it was a veffel + fo contrived as to go againft 
the wind. Peter’s curiofity was roufed by this intelligence, 
and Brandt, who was Hill in Ruffia, being inftantly fum- 
moned, repaired it without delay, jirovided it witli a inaft 
and rigging, and, having launched it upon the Yaufa, failed 
in it, to the fiirprixe and aftoniflimcnt of the young tzar, 
who immediately embarked in it himfelf, and, under the 
direftion of Brandt, foon learned to comprehend the ma- 
nagement of the veffel. 

Having repeated thefe experiments upon the Yaufa, as 
well as upon a neighbouring lake, to which it was tranf- 
ported, he ordered Brandt to build a yatch X upon the banks 
of the Mofkva, which was launched in 1691, and in whicli 
Peter embarked and failed as, far as Columna. Animated 
with the fuccefs of this expedition, he commanded the fame 
ihipwright to conftrua, upon the lake of Periflaf, fevcral 
fraall veffels carrying guns, in which the tzar failed on the 


* This part is taken from L’Evcftjiie, 
who cites for his authority the l-dfe of Peter, 
bv the archbifliop Theophanes, with Notes, 
by Prince Shcrebatof. Hill, de Kiillii?, vol. 
JV. p. III. 

t L’Kvefqnc fays, from the authority of 
Prince Sherebatof, that it was une chaloupe 

6 


Angloife ; hut we mufi {.refer the authority 
of General Gordon, wlu> fays it was built 
by Brandt. Perhaps Timmerman jiiight 
think it an Ene^liih vcfl’el. 

J Krom hence I f dlow implicitly IMiiI- 
lei-*s Extratlb from General Gordon’s 
Journal. 

8th 
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BOOK 3th of February, the 3d of March, and the 5th of April, of 
the following year. On the firft of May another veffel was 
launched, and on the 9th Peter returned to Mofcow. 'fhe 
death of Brandt, which foon followed, feems to have inter- 
rupted the increafe of this little fleet, but did not j>revent 
Peter from continuing his expeditions upon the lake. The 
following extrafts, from General Gordon’s Journal, will fhow 
with what eagernefs the young monarch purfued his new 
occupation, when fuch trifling incidents as weighing anchor, 
and failing acrofs a lake, are circumftantially delineated. 

“ Gordon went on the 1 ith of Auguft to Pereflaf ; on 
the 1 4th he was entertained in due form and ceremony on 
board of the admiral’s * lliip ; on the 1 8th, ” he adds, “ we 
failed from one fide of the lake to the oppofite bank ; on 
“ the we got under way, and failed to the other fide, 
where we again came to an anchor ; on the 24th Gordon 
“ attended the tzar on (hip-board ; on the 28th we departed 
from Pereflaf, and on the 3 ill: reached Alexaeffk.” 
But as the confined limits of a lake were become too inade- 
quate to the rising ideas of the tzar, he hurried to Archangel, 
where he arrived in the month of June, 1693. 

“ On the lyth,” fays Gordon, “ the poll brought the 
“ news that the tzar had been iqx)n the White Sea, and 
“ was happily arrived into port, and on the i ith of 0<flober 
“ he came back to Mofcow. "in the beginning of May, 
“ 1694, he returned to Archangel, and continued in thofe 
'' parts until September, during which time he made fre- 
qaent expeditions upon the fea, and improved his know- 
“ kdge of navigation.” 

^ Mr. Muller conjcfturcs that Lc Fort was the admiral of this little ft^uadron. 

Thefe 
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Thefe little adventures, which feemed nothinsr r.iorc than ' 
mere youthful amufements, were, however, foon nlfei wj-ds 
lifodudtive of the moll glorious event which dilhnguillud 
the reign of Peter. When the tzar, in his campaign of 
1695 againft the Turks, befieged Azof, he found it impofli- 
ble to take the town without blocking up the harbour, and 
as he did not at that time poflefs one fliip, he was compelled 
to raife the fiege. 

His fpirit being excited, rather than extinguiflied, by this 
difappointment, he gave orders for the immediate conllruc- 
tion of feveral veflels : fome were framed at Occa, and tran- 
fported over land to the Don ; but the greateft part were 
built at Veronetz. In lefs than a year he renewed the liege 
of Azof, and brought before it, to the infinite fnrprize of the 
Turks, two men of war, 23 gallies, ttvo gallcots, and four 
fire-fhips With this little fquadron, which failed down 
the Don into the Black Sea, he blockaded the harbour, gained 
a naval vidlory over theTurkilh gallies, and took Azof. He 
fignalized this wonderful event by a triumphal entry into 
Mofeow, and by a medal reprefenting the taking of Azof, 
with a motto in Ruffian, “ Victor by thunder and the waves.” 
This fuccefs was only the prelude to ftill greater atchicvc- 
ments ; and as the leciinty of his new conquefis upon the 
Black Sea feemed to depend upon a powerful navy, the tzar 
having colledlcd from all 'quarters the moll expert Ihip- 
builders, and himfelf foperiii tended the neccllary prepara- 
tions at Veronetz, Azof, and i aganroc, fat out upon his fird 
expedition into foreign parts, la ibqq? Ibon after lu-> re- 
rurn, he was prelent at a naval review upon the Black Sea, 
in which ten frigates \\a;rc engaged, the largcll carrying- 
fifty, and the fmalleft t-vW-Uty-fix guns t : and the Kullian 

* S. R. G. voLIl. p. t I*’* >• P- 'Ss- 
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BOOK navy, in the harbours of the Euxine, conftrudled and upon 
.Jlljthe flocks, is defcribed, only three years after the firfl prepa- 
rations, as confifling of nine fhips of 6o guns, ten of 50, 
ten of 48, two of 4a, fourteen of 34, two of 32, three of 
30, one of 26, one of 24, four of 18, three of 14, and four 
of 8 guns; befide 18 triremes, 100 brigantines, and 300 
boats in the Dnieper. This ftupendous account would be 
tdraofl incredible if it was not recorded by the fecretary * ** 
to the Auflrian embafly, then refident at Molcow. It is 
fcarcely paralleled by the naval exertions of the Romans in 
the firfl Punick war. 

The rapidity with which Peter created his fleet for the 
Black Sea, was equalled by firailar exertions upon the Bal- 
tick after the acquifition of Cronfladt and the foundation of 
Peter fburgh. But to return to the boat which occafioned this 
interefling detail, and which, according to Peter I. was the 
original caufe of the Ruflian navy. In 1 7 2 3 Peter, at the clofe 
of the Perfian expedition, ordered it to be tranfported from 
Mofcow to the new metropolis, and gave a publick entertain- 


* Korb DiRr'mm. The reader will find, 
in p. 236, a c italoguc of the names of all 
fhel’e vcflcls, together with the breadth, 
length, depth, niiinber of guns, and com- 
plement ot men. 

Lc I 3 niyn, who was at Veronetz in 1703, 
mentions the fiiipping in the following 
words : “ With regard to the fliips here, 

** we law fifteen in the water, four men of 
war, the biggeli of 54 guns, ihree vi^tu- 
idlers, two lire fliips, and lix boinb- 
“ ketches. On Ihore, and ready to be 
“ launched, were five men ut war, after 
“ the Dutch fafluon, from 60 to 64 guns, 
two after the Italian from 5c to 54, a 
“ galcafs after the Venetian, and four gaU 
“ lies, bclides 17 gallics at Sielbtskic, two 
“ verfis from the town. Bcfidcs all this, 
th.5 were at work upon five men of war 


“ after the Englifii built, two bored for 74 
“ guns, and two for 60 or 64; the fifth, 
“ which is called after his majefiy, became 
“ he had the direction of her upon the 
“ (locks, is bored for 86 guns. 'I'heywtre 
“ at work alfo upon a packet-boat j and 
“ afliorc, on the other fide of the river, 
“ Vere about 200 brigantines, mod of tliem 
bpilt at Veronis ; and at this time there 
“ were 400 llont brigantines ujion the Nie- 
“ per, and the Boryilhenes, in the neigli- 
“ bourhood of Crim Tartary ; and 300 flat 
“ bottomed vefiels upon tlie Volg;i ; be- 
“ liclcs 18 men of* war at Afoph, a bomb. 
“ veflel, and ayatcht. The czar has fcveral 
“ other fliips, the larged of which is of 66 
guns, four from 41 to c;o, five of 36, two 
“ of 34, and others fmallcr, the lead of 28 
“ guns.” Le Bruyn’s Travels, vol. I. p. 62. 

ment. 
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merit, which was called the Confecration of the Little Grand- 
Jire. The fleet, confifting of twenty-feven men of war, » ‘ ■ 

was ranged at Cronftadt in the form of an half moon, when 
his majefty embarked in this boat, himfelf fleering, while 
three admirals and prince Menzikof performed the office of 
rowers ; being then towed by two floops, it made a fmall 
circuit in the Gulf, and, returning by the fleet, the Ihips, as 
it paired along, ftaick their flags and fainted with all their 
guns, while the Little Grandjire retinned each falute by a 
difcharge of three fmall pieces. It was then brought into 
the harbovw, and furrounded by the men of w'ar. 

A few days afterwards the Little Grandjire was conveyed 
to St. Peterlburgh, where its arrival was folemnized by a 
mafquerade upon the water This memorable boat, freighted 
with the emperor, proceeded to the fortrefs, and was con- 
du£led, Peter himfelf alTifling in the ceremony, under the 
difcharge of all the artillery, to the place where it was de- 
pofited as a memorial to pofterity, and where it now re- 
mains enflirined. 

From the fortrefs we took %vater, and landed at an adja- 
cent fpot in the Ifland of Peterfburgh, near a wooden hovel, 
which is dignified by its having ferved for the habitation of 
Peter the Great while the fortrefs was conftrufting. It flill 
exifts in its original ftate ; and Hands under a brick build- 
ing-, purpofely ereefled to peferve it from deftrudion. The 
houfe is no more than a ground floor, and confilts of three , 
■rooms, which 1 had the curiofity to mcafure. They are 
only eight feet in height : the apartment for the reception 
of company^ as it was called, is 1 5 feet fquarc ; the dining 

0 

* Coi prefect State of RulTia, p. jiB. 
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BOOK foom is 1 5 by I a ; and the bpd-chamber ten feet fquare. 
w^Near this houfe is another four-oared boat, the work of 
Peter’s own hands, and which has been erroneoufly called 
the LtU/e Grandjire^ an honourable appellation due only to 
that juft defcribed. 


CHAP. 
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C I I A P. VI. • 

Palace and gardens of Sarlko-Selo.-— •Oranienbaum;-— 
tory of Prince Menzikbf. — Fortrefs. — Apartptents ofV&xtt 
III. — Palace and Gardens o/Peterhof. — Dutc h >02^^ built 
^ Peter the Great.— Schluffelburgh.—O/x^w, hijiory, and 
defer iption of tbe fortrefs. 


A S, upon our arrival at Peterfburgh, the feafon of the ('hap- 
year was far advanced) we had no time or opportunity . ^ 
to vifit many places in the neighbourhood of that ca])ital. 

We contrived, however, before the afjproach of winter, to 
make excurfions to Sarlko-Selo, to Oranienbaimi and Pe- 
terhof, and, laftly, to Schluffclburgh ; an account of which 
places forms the fubje< 5 l of the prefent chapter. 

Sarfko-Selo, an imperial palace, about fifteen miles front 
Peterfburgh, is the favourite fumraer refidcnce of the em- 
prefs, where flie lives in a more retired manner than 
when fhe is at Peterhof. This palace, which was built by 
Elizabeth, is a brick edifice ftuccoed white; is of difpropot;^. 
tionatc length, and in a moft heavy flyle of architedture. 

The capitals of the outfide pillars, many other exterior orna- 
ments, and the feries of wooden flatues which fupport the 
cornice and adorn the roof, are all gilded, and exhibit a mol 
tawdry api^earance. The apartmeitts are large and mago.i- 
ficent : fome are fitted up in the old Itylc of gawdy profu- 
fion; others in a Icfs fplendid, but more elegant tallc, by 
her prefent majefty. ’ One room is much admired, l)cing 
richly iiicrufted with amber, a prefent from the king of 
Pruflia. 

Y y y a Having 
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BOOK Having viewed, the’palace, we walked round the gardens^ 
which are laid out in the Englifti tafte, and ar€ prettily 
diverfified with lawn, wood, and water. Among feveral 
bridges, we were particularly ftruck with one built after the 
model of Lord Pembroke’s Palladian bridge at Wilton. It 
is exactly of the fame fize, but more magnificent, the lower 
part being of granite,, and the colonade of marble.. The 
latter was hewn and worked in Siberia by an Italian artifi, 
who employed nine years in completing it. From Siberia, 
it was tranfported by water to Peterfburgh,, and from the 
capital to Sarlko-Selo by land^ It was a pleafing fatisfailion 
to obferve our works of tafte introduced into thefe diftaat 
and, formerly, inhofpitable regions. Several buildings were 
fcattered about the gardens, many of which were raifed in 
honour of thofeperfons whodiftinguifliedthemfelves in the 
imperial fervice ; among thefe I remarked a triumphal arch 
to Prince Orlof, for repairing to Mofeow in order to check 
the progrefs of the plague, which raged with great violence 
in that city ; a building to Count Alexey Orlof,, in memory 
of the naval victory at Tchefme ; and an obelifk to Marftial 
Romanzof, for his fuccefles againft the Turks. 

Our next excurfion was to Peterho^ Oranienbaum and 
Cronftadt *. 

The road lay at a fmall diftance from; the Gulf of Fin* 
land, at firft through a flat country, chiefly marftiy, pro*, 
ducing pafture and little corm On our left ran a ridge of 
low hills, which once formed the boundary of the Gulf,, 
when it fpread over a larger fpace than it covers at prefent. 
We afeended this ridge, obferved on our left the convent of St.. 

* Croaftadt will be deferibed in the chapter which treats of the Ru0ian navy. See 
look VI. in the next volume. 

7 Serge, 
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Serge, and oa our right the palace of Strelna, begun by Eli- chap. 
zabeth, but never finiftied,. ^ ‘ 

About four miles further we pafled by Pcterhof, and pro- 
ceeded to Qranienbaum,^ through a country covered with 
fbreft. 

The palace of Oranienbaum, which (lands near the fliore 
of the Gulf of Finland, about the diilance of 27 miles from 
Peterfburgh, was erc£bed by Prince Men zikof,. while he was- 
in the meridian, of a. power, to which fcarcely any. fubje<Sh 
but himfelf has ever arrived. The rife of this extraordinary 
man is varioufly related by different authors. Some affert 
that he was apprentice to a paftry-cook, and fold pies in the 
llreets of Mofeow ; that Peter, once flopping to coverfe with 
him, was fo ftruck with, his ready wit and quick repartees,, 
that he took him into his fervice, and advanced him, by 
rapid promotions, to the height of favour which he after- 
wards enjoyed : others declare, that he was the fon of a. 
groom belonging to the court, and w^as cafually placed about 
the perfon of the emperor *. Both thefe accounts,, however 
contradidory to each other, fufficiently fhow the lownefs 
and uncertainty of his origin ; and indeed we need not 
wonder that the genealogy of an upftart favourite fliould. 
not be exadlly traced. The earlieft account upon record', 
concerning him is that, in the year 1687, he was one of the 
youths t whom Peter I. formed into, a corps, and difei- 
plined after the European manner. The young tzar was. 
only fifteen years old, and Menzikof, then known by tha 

* The former opinion, that he was a dea Preobafehenkifehen, &c. in Journal oft 
naftry cook’s boy, feems to be the moft St. Peterftiirgh for March, 1778, p 173.. 
probable, 'as it is preferred by 'Weber, Furft Menzikow war ciner den erftenEo- 
Manllein, Bruce. tefebnii. See alfoManttein, p. 11. 

t, Muller’s Nachricht von der Urfptnnge 
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B^K xiame of Alexafca, or Little Alexander, about the fame age ; 

. as the latter was remarkably adtive in his exercife, 1^9 

was obferved by Le Fort, and by him recommended to Pe- 
ter. Several perfons of this company were afterwards 
promoted very high in the Ruffian fervice, and many cir- 
cuinftances concurred to forward the advancement of Men- 
zikof. He rendered himfelf remarkably ufeful to the tzar 
in his plans of reformation ; he paid a particular atteniion 
to foreigners, whom Peter was continually drawing into his 
fervice ; he ftudied his mafter’s charadter and temper, and 
knew how to fubmit to the groffeft infults. “ The tzar,” 
fays Gordon, who was himfelf an eye-witnefs, “ often 
“ kicked him publickly, and beat him like a dog ; fo that 
“ the by-ftanders concluded him undone ; but always next 
“ morning the peace was made up, which people believed 
“ could not proceed but from fome preternatural caufe^.” 

One inftance of his implicit obedience to the commands 
of the tzar, and his dexterity in performing them, is re- 
corded by Korb, (ecretary to the Auftrian embafly. It is a 
well-known faft, that Peter was accuftomed to affift at the 
examination of the prifoners who were accufed of high- 
treafon ; that he would be prefent at the tortures inflidled 
upon them in order to force confeffion ; that he would fre- 
quently attend at their execution ; that he would fometimes 
himfelf i)erform the office of executioner t ; and w'ould oc- 

cafionally 


* Gordon’s Life of Peter, vol. II, p, 27H. 
Koib alio fays, “ Alexafeam verb tavori- 
“ tam iuum, gladio accin<^Iiim inter tripu- 
“ dia deprehendens, deponendi gladii rao- 
rem inflieto cobpho docnir ; cujus iiupe* 
turn fan gnis ex naribus abund^ dettiuis 
fatis teftatus eft,” p. 84. 
f V Qninqiie rcbellium capita a nolillf- 
f mo Mofeovi a: manu fccuri elle amputata,” 
korb Diarium, p. 170. 


L’Evefqiic makes tbe following judicious 
remarks upon this remarkable circumilauce. 

“ Peut ctre CCS fortes d’executions, dont 
“ ks grands etaient les miniftres, ct aux 
quelles Ic prince lui-mcine prenait part, 
“ etaietu-dlcs fondecs fur quelque ufage 
“ on fur quelque loi dont on a perdu Ic 
“ fouvenir, Elies doient referv^es, fans 
‘‘ doiitc, pour CCS grandcs rebellions qui 

*‘mcna- 
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prince menzikof. 

CAAonally confign that ta(k. to his favourites and principal ctiAP. 
nobles Korb relates j that; fbon after the infurretSlion of'— .^. 1 j 
the Strelitz'in 1698, Peter fcornfully reproached many of the 
nobles who trembled at being compelled to behead fome 
rebels, adding, in a flrain of fanguinary juftice, “ that there 
was no vidim more acceptable to the deity than a wicked 
“ man.” Menzikof, however, does not feem to have la- 
boured under fuch delicate feelings ; for, as a prelude to the 
execution of 150 Strelitz, he drove about the ftreets of 
Mofcow in a fledge brandifliing a naked Iword and boafted 
of his adroitnefs in cutting off twenty heads. 


** mena^aient I’ctat ct Ic fouverain. La 
** noblelTe, cn frappant elle-mfime Ics cou- 
“ pables, prouvait qu’ellc avoft horreur cic 
leiircomplot ; et Ic prince grievement of- 
** fenle, Te icfervait quelque part i la veu- 
gcance. Ce qui femble confirmer ce 
fentiment, c’cfl que Pierre punit Ics Stre- 
lits (le la memo manicre, que le tfar Ivan 
** s’etait vengc des nobles qui lui etaienc 
lufpcdls. Ce rapport cnire le crinae et 
la punition prouve qu'flle ne dependait 
“ feulement du caprice du fouverain. 
“ Pierre, dirait-on, devait abolir cet idage, 
“ Mais pouvait-il changer fi promptement 
** les coutumes, les loix, fa nation & lui- 
‘‘ mtJmc.” Vol.'lV, p. 147. 

^ Gordon mentions the fame circum- 
^lancc, but he only liiys “ that fevcral of 
“ the great men, whom the tzar fnfpes^ted 
“ to have been engaged in this confpiracy, 
“ he caiifed to take the axe into their h.ftuls, 
and obliged them to cut off the hf^ads of 
*‘ Tome others of the confpirators,” Xo\, I. 
p. 130. Korb inentions, among oilK:r.s, the 
names of Blumberg and Lc Fort, w hom the 
tzar delircd to becoji.c executioners, but 
who excufed thoix.fclvos. 

“ Q^jotquot hcjaiiuonim &c magnatum 
‘‘ coiuilio intcrerant, quo cciitiaf lehcllcs 
Srrelizios certamen decretum efr, hedier- 
“ nus dies ad novum vocavit tribunal, hngixiis 
“ finguli rei propofiti ; quemvis cqiortcbnt 
“ fcr.renti. nv quamdi6tu\crat,fccvinexec]ui. 
** Princeps Romadonowlki, aiiicquain tu* 
'I 


** multuarcntur, quatuor rcgiminiim dux 
“ quatuor Strelizios urgentc majcllatc co* 
“ dem ferroad terram pnulravit; ,ruMW 
AUxafta dc Jei uJJii vapitibui 

“ hatur\ infelix Galliziri, quod m:ilc,,feii- 
“ endo dolorcsdamnati mulruin adauxciir, 
“ 330. Un^ fimul cdihfli ad fcralc n fecuris 
“ idtuni lati patentein plnniticm civili qui- 
“ deni, fed impio fanguine piirpurarunt. 
** Ad idem lii^oris oflieium cum Barone dc 
“ Blumberg Gencralis Lefort in\ itabatui ; 
“ fed cxcufantc’’, id domi fax inoi is n< iv 
“ effe, audit! funt, Ipfcmct tzanis iti Iclla 
“ fedecs totam tragredium, t an (pa: lioncn- 
“ dam tot hominum lanienam hccis o( 
iufpc(flabat, hoc iinum indlgnnhis ejuod 
Bojaiinonim pliiriini infiicto hnic itmneii 
trcmulas mami.s admovitlciir ; cum r. titan 
“ nulla piu/piior vii limn Deo niartari ];OlIll, 
** quam homo Iccleratu*:.’' p. fh;. 

And ag.tiri : “ Qnivis iucert'iin Iibraliat 
novo et inlbliio li.iinen trcnaihu 
*■* mimvj acliitovens, iufclietlhnic 
“ ftriebat Bojarinoruin iPc, tpii a!)t 1 r.aif 11. '.1 
“ collo gladiiirn in tei ipis Sfu:- 

“ lizio lie in medium j 

“ ad delpcrationtm atixihet, hiji /Him. ft a 
frcuii lu-l^us injvluii rci * 

Ibid. p. 172. 

X Oju ullt adhuc CO K'rfperc frpr 
Alcxa-uhr^ carpento ^cr ,i7duia urii. CKip'tui^ 
n’cP.it , atlerthHH nu ll f vy.'t ojlcnla:lrm\ 4 ji,’.tt 
f/iKyjtnuhttiam lUtJli.ii did // w cx- 
pidurcU 

Bel 
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BOOK But it was not merely by afks of b»ffix>nery and criielty 
that he acquired the efteem and confidence of Peter, but by 
his fuperiot abilities, both as a ftatefman and a foldier< 
Being chofen for the companion of his travels into fweign 
parts, he was, in 1706, created prince of the German em- 
pire, and was rapidly elevated to the highefi employments 
both in the civil and military line. On particular occafions 
he was even permitted to perfonate his fovereign, by giving 
pubUck audience to foreign embafiadors; while Peter, averfc 
to the pomp of royalty, appeared as a private perfon in his 
fuite. So great indeed was the afcendancy which this fa- 
vourite acquired over the emperor (an afcendancy confirmed 
and maintained by the influence of Catharine +), as to give 
rife to a report among the Ruffians, that he had fafeinated 
by witchcraft the mind of his mafter. 

Upon the death of Peter his power was ftill more un- 
bounded. Catharine, who was chiefly indebted to his in- 
trigues and abilities for. her elevation to the throne, grate- 
fully refigned to him the foie adminiftration of affairs, and 
file may be called the ollenfible, while he was the real fove- 
reign His authority continued uudiminiflied to the mo- 
ment of her deceafe ; and the claufe in her will §,‘ by which 
file ordered her fucceflbr Peter II. to e^ioufe the prince’s 
daughter, was at once a proof of his afcendancy, and her 
gratitude. * 

At the battle of Pultdwa he had three § Gordon fiippofcs that this will was 

horfes fliot under him . forged by prinee Menzikof: a fijppohtion 

f Catharine more thin once prevented for which there is not the lead proof. We 
Menzikot’s difgracc, which had been iuc- nuift diOittguifli between tliole parts of Gor- 
vitablc without her infercelhon. Bafl'cvjtz don’s hilloiy, vvhicli relarc (ocvents while h«c 
in Biifc H. M. IX. p. 294. was in Rullia. and the others which he wrote 

J Le guuvernement,” fays Count Mu- after he ouittfld that country in 171 k 
nich, “ ii’etoit autre chofc ipie \c vouloir He fpe^ks vvorfe of prince Menzikof than he 
'derfotitiNt' du Prince MenJihiktTM,'* fee ms to defer VC, and particalarly arraigUiS 

&c p, 6j. hiscourage* 
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His intrigues and power, his ambition and arrogance, 
his difiepe£ttul behaviour -to Peter H«»* and the |)eculiar cir- ■ 
tumttances ot his difgrace, are all related in the Memoirs of 
Manfteint, a book which cannot he too highly commended 
as an authentick and impartial work. 

Two days before his fall the prince repaired to his palace 
of Oranienbaum for the dedication of a chajx:!, having 
previoufly invited Peter II. to be prefent at the ceremony; 
the latter however excufing himfelf, under pretence of iu- 
difpofirion, the chapel was confecrated ; and it did not efcape 
notice, that Menzikof feated himfelf on a throne which had 
been raifed for the emperor. 

Being arrefted, in the month of September, 1727, 
he was imprifoned at Berefof, a fmall town ii])on the river 
Oby, in a wooden hovel enclofcd with palifadocs, wlicre 
he ended his (lays. He is faid to have fupported his dil^ 
grace with firmnefs and refignation J : he received a 
daily allowance of ten rouldcs §, from which he even 
faved a ftdficiency to build a wooden church, and amufed 
himfelf by aflifting the workmen in its coidlrudlion. 
He furvived his fall about t\vo years and five months, dying 
in the month of November, 1729, of a repletion of blood ||. 


Munich gives, amongft others, the fol- 
lowing iiillances of his arrogance : “ Loif- 
“ qu*il ecrivoit au jeure enipereur Ic 
traitoit tie fils et lous-fignoit la Icttrc : 
“ Votre Pere Menfehikow. Aiix e|lilcs il 
fc mfttoit a la tribune dc rEnipcreur,” 
&c. Kbauchc, &c, p. 67, 
f P. 2 to p, 13% 

% Mrinficin, p, 10. Weber, on the con- 
trary, aflerts, that he was wretched and im- 
patient, and became fo weary of ^his exig- 
ence, as to refufc all nourifliment, and 
could be prevailed upon to fwallovv nothing 
but water. Having continued in this ftatc 
a few days without uttering a fingle word, 
he expired on the 2d of November, 1729. 

VoL. I. 


The nutliority of Maullciu, however, is in 
this iriiuucc to he pu l'-ncd to tint of We- 
ber ; as liC hail he jueut opjxMlunilic:- dur- 
ing Ills rcfulcnce in Knllla of rnal.ing in-' 
qiiirics concLining the dcatli of prince Meii- 
zikof, afrer Jii'^ lanhly !i;ui Ijceii lelcaicd !>y 
the ciuprcfi Anne. Whereas Weber had 
cjuitted Rufila h'Clorc tiiar j) Tiocl ; and lie 
inferts liis acconiit of r!»e princc’.s death 
merely as ri icp^rt, “ ntul man mcldcfc 
“ damals,” See, Ver. KulV. v. ill, p. i-jd, 

II Sec Schmidt Materia jC t, &c. who has 
collected every thing relating to pri>.c: 
Menzikof, p. 2 ^8, ike, 

Z Z 
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The wife of Prince Menzikof was fo aflfefted with her 
/ -■ hufband’s difgrace, that ftie became Wind with weeping, and 
expired' ofi the road to Berelbf. His daughter, who had beerf. 
betrothed to the emperor, died before her father in prifon j 
and the- remaining part of his family, corififting of 
a fon and a daughter, were releafed on the aceelJion of the 
emprefs Anne. The daughter was married to Guftavus 
Shrcn, brother to the duke of Courland ; and the fon waat 
pitorhoted in the army by the fame etnprefs. A grandfon of 
prince Menzikof is now living : he is an officer in the Ruf- 
fian army, and inherits only the name, but none of the 
riches or power of his grandfather. 

Soon after the fall of Menzikof,. his palace was converted 
^ito an hofpital for faibrs ; but was afterwards chofen by 
Peter IIL for his favourite refidence. The middle part of 
the edifice is the fame as eretSted by Menzikof, and'confifts 
of two ftories, containing a range of fmall apartments t 
the emperor added the wings, which are long buildings of 
one ftory. 

Having paffed througli the palace, in which there was- 
nothing worthy of remark,, we went to the fortrefs. In our 
way we did not omit obferving a model in miniature of a 
citadel, which Peter III. when he firft contrad^ed a fondnefs 
for military ftudies, ordered to^ be made for the pur- 
pofe of learning pradtical fortificatipn. A little further we 
came to the fortrefs,. which is furrounded with a ditch and 
rampart, and ftrengthened with baftions. It was raifed by 
the late emperor when he was great'dufce, and contains a 
building called by him the governor’s houfe, which be ge- 
nerally inhabited himfelf, and into which he admitted only 
his officers and favourites, while his court relided iii the pa- 
lace* 
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lac«. Near it were barracks for a fmall garrifon, a few 
wooden houfes for the principal officers, and a fmall Liithe- 
»ran chapel, where his Holftein foldiers affembled for divine 
fervice. 

The governor’s houfe is a brick building ftuccocd, feven 
or eight windows in front, confiding of about eight fmall 
rooms, it remains exadlly in the fame date as during the * 
life-time of the emperor, neither the furniture nor the bed 
in which he dept the night preceding his dcpofition being 
removed. It had a white fattin coverlet, and was on a large 
four-pod beddead, with curtains of pink and filver brocade, 
and ornamented at the top with a plume of red and white 
feathers. Adjoining to this apartment is a neat cabinet, 
hung with light brown filk, upon which wcrefcvcral figures 
worked by the emprefs. 

From the fortrefs we were condinded to a large gallery of 
pidtures, colledled by the fame emperor. Among fevcral 
ix)rtraits of that unfortunate prince, one was pointed out to 
us as a driking refemblancc : he is painted in his Holdein 
uniform ; the complexion is fair, and the hair light ; there is 
no expfedion in the features, and the countenance has a 
very effeminate look. 

In the garden is an elegant pavilion, condrudted by order 
of the emprefs when die was gicat-duchcfs ; it contains 
eighteen apartments, each furniflied in different tades, 
namely the Greek, Turkidi, Chiiicfe, See. and is fituated in 
the midd of a thick wood : its approaches being circular, 
we had not the lead glimpfe until we arrived at it ; and as it 
generally caufes an emotion of furprize, ft has, for that 
reafon, received the appellation of Ha / 

Peterhof is at the didance of about feven miles from Ora- 
nienbaum, and twenty from the capital ; the palace was be- 

Z z z a gun 
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BOOK giin by Peter I. and finifhcd by Elizabeth, It is feated upon 

. an eminence, and commands a fuperb view of Cronftadt, 

Peterfburgh, the intervening gulf, dnd the oppofite coaft of 
Carelia : it is magnificently furniflied ; and the fuite of 
apart ments princel y. The* prefence chamber is ornamented 
vvith the portraits of the fovereigns of the houfe of Romanoff 
who have reigned over Ruflia fince the year 1613. The 
moft confpicuous amongft them was a whole length of the 
prefent eraprefs, as flic made her triumphant entry into Pe- 
terlburgh the evening of the revolution which placed her 
upon the throne. She is reprefented dreffcd like a man in 
the uniform of the guards, with a branch of oak in her hat, 
a drawn fword in her hand, and mounted upon a white fteed. 

The gardens of Peterhof have been celebrated for their 
tafte and elegance, and from the number of jet d’eaus, foun- 
tains, bafons, cafcades, parterres, &c. they have been com- 
pared to thofe of Verfailles ; and indeed in one refpeel they 
are far fuperior ; for the water-works of the latter only play 
upon partic ular occafions, while thofe of Peterhof are peren- 
nial. Thefe gardens, which, at the time of their formation, 
were greatly admired in this country, though not congenial 
to the tafte of the emprefs, are fuffcred to remain in their 
prefent ftate ; as during fummer her majefty principally re- 
fides at Sarlko-Selo, where the grounds are clifpofed in a 
more modern and pleafing maniu*r. I fhall not detain the 
reader with a defcription of the filver dolphins and gilded 
ftatues, which are fcattered in great pro fu lion ; but I cannot 
omit mentioning thofe of two gladiators placed in a bafon of 
water ; they are reprefented, not with the antient weapons, 
the fword and buckler, but with the more modern inftru- 
ments of war, a brace of piftols, which as they point to each 

other 
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other in threatening attitudes, the water daflies impctuoufly 
from the barrels. « — ^ 

^ Part of the garden lies between the palace and the gulf, 
and contains, among other buildings, one lituated clofc to the 
water, which is worthy of particularobfcrvation,bccau{c it was 
the favourite retreat of Peter I. As the houle and furniture 
have been preferved wdth a kind of religious veneration ex- 
actly in their original ftate, we can form feme idea of the 
plain and frugal limplicity in which that monarch was ac- 
cullomed to live. This houfe was built Iboii after his return 
from Holland, and fitted up in the tarte of that country, for 
which reafon it was known by the appellation -of the Dutch 
houfe ; He ufed alfo to call it Alojiplai/ir, the name by which 
it is now dirtinguilhed.. 

Being fubje£l to fevers, he was jtrepoflcfied that the air •' 
from the water. was the mofi wholcfome for bis contlitiition ; 
and for that reafon conllrudled this fmall houfe dole to the 
Gulf of Finland. It is of brick, of one llory, and iDofcal 
with iron the windows reach from the ground to tlie top,; 
which, added to the length and lownefs of the building, 
give it the appearance of a grccn-houfe. The habitaldo 
part confifis of an hall and fix fmall rooms, which arc all 
furniihed in the neatell and plaineft maniKr. 'I’hc mantle 
pieces arc ornamented with curious old jxjrcclaiue, which he 
greatly prized as being hvought into Rufiia when the com.- 


^ “ Lc czar prit \\\gA unc for;c atta- 
*1110 fievre cuaiulo. l^oui s cn rciiicttic^ 
“ il fc lo‘Ta niTc huitainc tie jours d.uis \m 
** vailVtHiu A' fon av 4 s, 1 air dos caux rc- 
daurait la fmte. Peu de journccs.pillccs 
“ fans le refpirer. Se livanr. au point dn 
“ jovir, et dinant k onze heiires dti matin, d 
“‘avait coiuiime de lairc im fomme il apr.s 
Ic lepns. Vn lit dc repos pour cet 
“ ctini drcHe dans la fregatte, et il y alLit 
en route iaifon. Mtoe lorftju’il fejour- 


“ nail cn etc a Peferfhoft*, Pair de'. vr.{}»»^ 
j irdius dc cc palais lui Iciubiail cioutlv, 
ct il couchait a MAnplaiJir^ m lifon, dont 
** les Hots de la mer la^i;:il un cotc, et dout 
I’aiitrc confine an grund pare dc Pctcr- 
“ fliglf. C’ctait fa ic?ffiite f.ivoritc. II 
“ Pav.iit mcublee dc tableaux llunm*., rw- 
“ prelentaru de^ feencs cliamsn n s v* m i- 
“ ntimes, plaifantcs pour la pfopui t.” Uuf- 

fevitz, iaiJ. H, M. IX. p. 339- 

municatiaii; 
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muiiication was firft opened with Chini. The bed-room is 
white- waflied, and the floor covered with a coloured 
fail-cloth. It contains a barrack-bedftead without curtainc ; 
and I obferved that the Iheets were remarkably fine. The 
galleries on each fide, and two fmall rooms, are hung with 
pidtures of the Dutch and Flemilh fc.hools ; among thefe 
W'ere feverai jxirtraits of himfelf under the charadler of 
matter Peter when he w'orked at Sardam ; and one of bis 
favourite miftrefs the beautiful Dutch girl. 

In the gardens of Peterhof is a very extraordinary build- 
ing, denominated the Mountain for Sledges, and called alfo 
by feme traVellers the Flying Mountain, It ttands in the 
middle of an oblong area, enclofed by an open colonade 
with a flat roof, which is railed for the convenience 
of holding fpedlators. The circumference of this colonade 
is at leaft half a mile. In the middle of the area ttands the 
flying mountain, ftrctching nearly from one end to the other. 
It is a wooden building, fupported upon pillars, reprefenting 
an uneven furface of ground, or a mountain compofed of 
three principal afeents, gradually diminilhing in height with 
an intermediate fpace to referable valleys : from top to bot- 
tom is a floored w'ay, in \vhich three parallel grooves are 
formed. It is thus ufed ; a fmall carriage, containing one 
perfon, being placed in the center groove ujDon the higheft 
jwinty goes with great rapidity dbwn one hill ; the velocity 
which it acquires in its defeent carries it up a fecond ; and it 
continues to move in a fimilar manner until it arrives at the 
bottom of the area, where it rolls for a confiderable way on 
the level furface, and flops before it attains the boundary ; 
it is then placed in one of the fide grooves, and drawn up by 
means of a cord fixed to a windlafs. To a perfon unac- 
quainted 
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quainted with the mechanifm, this entertainment would ap- 
pear tremendous j but as the grooves always keep thp i 
carriage in its right direftion, there is not the leatt danger of 
being overturned. At the top of the mountain is an hand- 
fome apartment for the accomodation of the court and prin- 
cipal nobility ; there is alfo room for many thouland fpeda- 
tors within the colonade and upon its roof. 

Near the flying mountain * is a fpacious amphitheatre^ 
in which tournaments are ufually exhibited. 

As I was anxious to vifit every remarkable place in the 
neighbourhood of this city, I did not fail repairing to 
Schluffelburgh, a fortrefs often mentioned in the Rullian 
hiftory, and celebrated for the number and rank of the ftate 
prifoners who have been there confined. 

Schluflelburgh lies at the diftance of 40 miles from Peterf- 
bnrgh ; the road runs the whole way by the fide of the 
Neva, which flows with a full ftream in a broad and winding 
channel ; its tranks, which are Itccp and high, arc ttudded 
with many villages, and feveral country houfes prettily dil- 
perfed and hanging over the edge of the water. 

The village of Schluirdburgh, which is fituated on each 
fide of the" Neva, contains about three hundred wooden 
houles, and about 2800 inhabitants. 

The fortrefs is built u{X)n a fmall ifland ol the Neva, at 
the point where that river ’ilTucs from the lake Ladoga. 1 he 
breadth of the ftream in that part is about three (piai tcrs ot 
a mile, and the current is remarkably rapid. 


* Pr. King, in Ins F,% on tlie Effi;.')* of 
CoM, his diifcribi-d miotlici kind f : lying 
tdtiuuaio, which was ertiicJ at Sailio- 


St!n: it VMS taken down wln-n I (aw the 
pi ICO, h..r iirofcnt nniiffty not hem:, . < load' 
ot thcle dlvcrlluiis as the late enil'ich'. 

The 
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The origin of this fortrefs is thus traced by the Ruffian 
— liiftorians. In 1324 George Danilovitch, great-duke of 
Mofcow, beiiigsupen an expedition againft Wiburgh, built H 
I'm all fortrefs in the middle of this ifland, which was then 
called, from its oblong ffiape,OrekofIkiOftrof, or Nut Illand; 
from this appellation the fortrefs took its name of Oreko- 
vctch, which was corrupted into Orefliek. Being befieged 
and taken by Magnus king of Sweden, the Swedes tranflated 
the name into their own language, and called it Noteborg. 
It again came into the pofleffion of theRuffians, w’ho retained 
it until 1614, when Guftavus Adolphus forced thegarrifon 
to capitulate. It w'as probably fincc this laft period, that the 
Swedes encircled the whole illand with a wall and battle- 
-ments, the fame which fubfift at prefent. 

In 1702 Peter advanced to the frontiers of Sweden with 
a confulerable army; and, having made feveral ineffedlual 
attempts againft Noteborg, he fent prince Galitzin, colonel of 
the guards, -at the head of a fele<ft corps to take it by ftorm. 
That officer having, by means of rafts, landed his foldiers 
=clofe to the fortifications, which advance almoft to the edge 
of the water, they wctc, received witli fuch cool intrepidity 
by the garrifon, and expofed to fo dreadful a carnage, that 
Peter, conceiving the aflault to be impradlable, fent imme- 
diate orders for the Ruffians to retire ; Prince Galitzin, how- 
ever, refufed to obey. “ Tell my fovereign,” added he, 
“ that I am no longer his fubjedl ; having thrown myfelf 
“ under the proteftion of a power far fuperior to him’” 
Then, turning to his troops, he animated them by his voice 
and example, and, leading them to the attack, fcaled the 
walls and took the fortrefs. Peter was fo much ftruck with 
this exploit, that, upon his next interview with Galitzin, he 
tfaid to him,, “ Aik what you chufe, except Mofcow and Ca- 
.1 • “ tharinc.” 
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tharine.” The prince, with a magnanimity which reflets 
the higheft honour upon his churaacr, inilantly requefted 
the pardon of his antient rival prince Rcpnin, who had been 
degraded by Peter from the rank of marflial to that of a com- 
mon foldicr : he obtained his requeft, and with it the confi- 
dence of his fovereign, the efteem of Repnin, and the ap- 
plaufe of the publick 

Peter changed the name of thefortrefs intoSchluflelburgh, 
its prefent appellation, becaufe, from the importance of its 
lituation, he confidered it as the key^ of his conquefts. 
From this period it has continued in the pofleflion of the 
Ruffians : but, fince the boundaries of the empire have been 
confidcrably extended, it is no longer of that importance as 
it was when it was fituated upon the frontiers of the Swediflx 
territory ; and for its great ftrength and infulated fituation, 
it has been chiefly ufed for a ftate prifon. 

The ifland, which lies juft midway betsveen the ojqjofitc 
hanks, is, as I have before obferved, of an oblong lhape, 
fcarcely more than 600 yards in length, and 260 in its 
greateft breadth. The walls, which fleirt almofl its whole 
circumference, are conftru6lcd with ftone and brick, alxnit 
fifty feet in height, and from eleven to twenty thick, 
and are firengthened according to the antient mode of for- 
tification, with battlements and eight round towers. We 
pafled over a draw bridge ‘into the fortrefs, which -we exa- 
mined, but witliout being permitted to enter any of the 
wards wherein the prifoners are confined. A range of cor- 
ridors open on the inner fide endofes a large area, and con- 
tains feveral dungeons for the prifoners. We <)l>rcrvcd tiic 


• 1 recvivdl this nntctUite from one of t S-hlMflel 
tVe ilelVeiui;mts of Pnm.-f Chilitzm, nml its and IVt';!’ 
tnilh tvas confinitul by mf.tiy 'UiiCtui no- CJcin.ati tj'I.-.; 
biiliien. 
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windows of thefe dungeons clofed with brick, leaving to- 
wards their top only a vacant fpace of a few inches fquare, 
which admits fo little light, that the unfortunate inhabi- 
tants have only a kind of twilight gloom. In the middle 
of the area is the governor’s lioitl'e, and a fmall wooden cot- 
tage, wherein a ftate prifoner was confined. Further on we 
entered through a portcullis-gate into the interior fortrefs, 
which was built by George Danivolitch in the year 1324: 
it is about 140 feet fquare, open at top, with ftone walls re- 
markably high. Within we obferved a brick houfe of one 
ftory, which reaches from one fide to the other, and contains 
eleven rooms, each about fevcnteeu feet by twelve. It is 
Hill unfiniflied, the floors not being laid down, and has 
never been inhabited. This houfe was built by order of the 
late emperor Peter 111. with fuch expedition, that it was begun 
and brought to its prefent ftate in lefs than fix weeks ; but 
his depolition put an immediate flop to its progrefs. The 
conftrudtion of fo large a building in fo fccurc a place, and in 
fuch a fmall fpace of time, has always been deemed a myf- 
tcry ; but there is every reafon to fuppofe that he intended it 
for his confort the prefent empixfs, whom it is now well 
known he had determined to divorce and imprifon. 

That mifgulded and unfortunate prince came a few weeks 
before his depofition to Schluflelburgh, to fee prince Ivan, 
when he examined this houfe with great attention, and 
feemed fatisfied with the expedition of the workmen 

Biifching fiippofes tliat Peter con- did not know that Ivan was removed to 
driK^cd a hoiilV for prince Ivan iiv the for- Kcxholrn the beginning of June* Buf» 
trcl’s of ScbliiHi. Ibiirgh. This can mean ni> ching, vol. VI. p. 531. 
other lioul’e than that deferibed in the con- .See the account of prince Tvan in Cook 
tcKt, which I am convinced w^as defigned V, Chap. II, in the next voluaie, 
for the cmprel's j b’lU Buiching probably 
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Several ftate-prifoners of high rank have been confined in 
this fortrefs ; amongft the moll remarkable are the follow-'— v — 
’ing: Maria*-, fillerof Peter the Great; Euclociat fiillwifcof 
the fame monarch, who was Z»^ri?imprilbnecl iiioncof themoll 
gloomy cells. Count Piper, minifter to Charles XII. who was 
taken at the battle of Pultava, died here after a lingering cap- 
tivity. Bircn duke of Courlancl, favourite of the cmprels Anne, 
and regent of Ruffia, here exchanged the ]X)nip of palaces 
for a loathfome dungeon ; and the ill-tated Ivan, alter an 


* Mnriiiwas imprifoned upon fiifpkion 

c)f coiK'cfncd witli Alcxl’y ; WvVsa^nin 

alcaled, and died at yiterlbiirgh in lyty. 

I Eudocia was married, in 16S9, to I’e- 
tcr t' Groat, tl'.cn oi\ly in ilie iStli yiar of 
his at'C ; and v.as delivered of Alexey in 
1690. Her oppolitioii to I’etcr’s plans of 
tefurniation, m>.d hcrre[>catcd rcnionllrance-; 
a.^ainli l-.is intont'.nencc, oecafiotiod Iter .li- 
vorre, which took place in i6j6 ; when (to 
was compelled to aiinn;c t’ae veil, and v,.is 

cmifned in a eonvenl ai t.ufdal. Dunn;; 
her rolidcnce in that convent , (he ts reporie<l 
to have rontrahed a eoni'-ectnm with a ty- 
ner.il Gieh''!, t.iid evei\ to have cnioied u- 
Jo'n cor.traU, of marri-na: I'V exchanging 
,.p., , tpi-, Siti.i. Ihu-o-.irat'cd by tliepie- 
diabmj'ol' the arohbilimj, of Koliol> in., 
I'n'm a dream, announeed to her the death 

P„or, and her in.,.tedla,tc . eturn to court 

timicr tl.e reipn ot her Ion AUx.y, (ho 
.-.alinmed her feenlar drets, r.nd .vas pnn- 
ifklv l.ravtd for in tlx church <X tlx 
r rm-ier the name ol the ;S.r,;.re,s 

l.-mdoeia. lici.tginong'ntto Moicow ... 

1 (!ipv '.s,l>vnrdcrolli<ti 'n- 

and exammubtl.L ...ts . / 

himrin hufwtt'U '»> “ "j,,’ 

,„d in.prilo..cd in the convent ol New 1,,-.- 

£a,tG.rho..thei.tgl..ft-e.-edtofccanyotx 

. L.jt tkfi pv-rfotis who hrottght her loot!. 


which (lie ilrclTcd hc’-lclf, for Ihc h ui n » 
i'ervant tod) the iDoii ll w'i.li o,Vnf , inn nu-ic 
than one cell ior I'-cf pcrloiii Sre LeitL’iis 
from a Lady »» HulTi i, p. xh. Prom ihi uce 
(he was aniovcd to the ihrtivis ol‘ Schinl. 
jcJhiinjh. Beinw relc.ilid up mi tJie :ieccl- 
lion ol' her ipaiich’on lh:ter ill, Ihc repaiml 
to Mofeow, was preiciit at I’.w eonMi.itioM^ 
as well as that ol ihc eii.pi 14 Anne, aiul 
expired in the iiune.ery ol Dcmi/, vNp.erc 
Ihc held her coiut, in 1731, in the 5(pli 
year of her a|,^c | , 

This princels, certainly a weak 

\vt)man, perhaps w.is not lo K'lilty as Dm \v :>3 
ivpreUntcd hy Peter. Mis. Vheor, who law 
and convcrlVd wiih her at Moleow in the 
)ear 1751, us, iliat (.hhof “ un- 

‘‘ derwent Inch rcpcar(d torrnres, a;, i^ waa 
“ thoiR'lit no creature eouldhave Dome, 
‘‘ w 'nh ^rcM conllaney, jierfillinK in Wi.i 
“ own and her innocence diirim: Ins tr.r- 
“ meiits. At lali the c^ar himiurcame i(» 
“ him, and oii'eied inm pardun il lu -..nihl 
“ cor.reL. He I’pit »u ihe ez..r s l.we, . nd 
told him, he Ihonld (hl'dai i to ipe.ik to 
“ Lim, but he tlion-ht himiJl tdoged i') 
“ clear hie niiiluld uhio w ayo.ti.on, i 
“ woman as any in the worlo, <h::, he. 
Ibid. p. 44. Vohairc, Schmnlt, 
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imprifonment of three and twenty years, fuffered ait 
i ‘ m nrimely death. 

Thefe melancholy ideas, heightened by the dreadful* 
gloom, the dead filence, and the awful appearance of a few 
folitary centinels, communicated fuch an impreffion as will 
not eafily be obliterated ; and even at this diftance of time 
and place, I ftiudder at the recollection of a Ruffian Rate- 
prifon. 


C HAP, 



C S4Sr J 


CHAP. VII. 

O/* Catharine I. — Her origin and early adventures. — Married 

to a Swedilli dragoon, — Captured by the Rullians. y>V- 

comes the mijlrejs^ confort^ and fucccjjbr of Peter the Great. 

- — Death of that monarch without appointing his fucectfor. 

— Hi/lory of Catharine’s elevation to the ' throne. — Her 
death and characier. 

TV/TANY authors have exprcITcd great furpri/c at the ruAP. 

contradidlory reports relative to the origin of fo . 
extraordinary a perfonage as Catharine I. I>ut when wc 
confider the lownels of her extradion, the variety of un- 
common adventures which befcl her during the early j>c- 
riod of her life, her equivocal fituation with general Hauer 
and prince Menzikof, before her connedion u ith Peter the 
Great ; and that fhe did not excite the publick curioHty until 
file became the favourite of that emperor, when flic and her 
friends could prevent, as much as polfible, all inquiries into 
her former fituation ; I am fo far from being furjirizcd that 
we know fo little, that I rather wonder we know fo much about 
her birth and early adventures. To exped that the hirtory of a 
perfon of low extradion, \vho gradually rofe to the moll ex- 
alted flation, Ihould contain no uncertain and difeordant ac- 
counts, is to exped impoliibilities. All that remains, there- 
fore, is, without prejudice or partiality, to examine and 
compare the various hillories of Catharine J. and to colled 
from the whole the moft rational and probable narrative. 

n Catharine 
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BOOK Catharine was the natural daughter ^ of a country girl ; 
I — ^ . and 

* I fliall here (ay a few words cbnccrmng confirming the lowncfs of her birth and her 
the authors from wholn I have principally marriage with the Swcdilh dragoon, 
extracted this account of Catfiarine 1. The Voltaire, in his Life of Peter 1. has 
£rA and moft authentic of thefe is Weber, (lightly pafled over the early adventures of 
I. Weber was the Hanoverian refident at Catharine : he .mentions nothing of her 
Pcteribiirgh during part of the reign of birth, her marriage with the Swedifli foU 
Petcr J. and took extraordinary pains to dier, as circumftaiices derogatory from the 
obtain the beft information relative to the honour of the mother of the eniprefs Eli- 
origin of Catharine. He learnt the Ruffian zabeth, by whofc defirc he wrote the Life 
language of Wurmb, who had been tutor to of Peter the Great, But, willing to enno- 
Gluck’s children at the time when Catha- ble the family of Catharine I. he records a 
rinc was in that minilier^s houfe at Marien- ilrangcftory, which has all the air of a ro- 
burgh, and who was at Pctcrdnirgh in 1714! mance, of a brother of Catharine, named 
from him, therefore, he was able to obtain Scavionlki, who was found to be the fon of 
the mod authentick intelligence. Can wc a gentleman of Lithuania. Voltaire cites 
with for more accurate information ? We- for his authority “ le manuferic curicnx 
her may poflibly have been milbken in a “ d’un homme qui etait alors an fervice 
few trifling incidents, but his narrative upon “ du czar & qui parlc coniine tcinoin but 
the whole is to be depended upon. See Ve- without mentioning his name, 
raiulcrtcs Riifsland, Vol. III. p, 7— 10. From Voltaire many dice ceding authors 

z. La Motrayc, in his Travels, has given ha^'e advanced that Catharine was of tlie 
a ill or t account of Catharine’s family, &c. family of Scavroidki ; and it is certain that 
Among other intelHgence,hecollericd much the emprefs Elizabeth acknowledged tliat 
information from a Livonian girl, who had family as her relations, and conferred feveral 
been fokl by the Riiliians to the Turks, and honours upon its members, 
whom he bought in Turkey of the Jani- This anecdote concerning Scavronfki is 
zaries ; this gill knew Catharine at Mari- pofitively contraflii'Ied by a pafiage in Biillc- 
enburgh, and told him feveral particulars vitz, who alfided Menzikof in ruifing Ca- 
rclating to her, which w^ere afterwards cogi- tharine to the throne, and who mud have 
' iirmed toiiim in Livonia. The account of know* n if any brother of Chathanne bad 
La Motraye corcefponds with that of Weber been at Peteflburgh during the life of Pei er. 
in the principal events, difteriug only in a He aflerts, that Catharine did not produce 
few trifling points. any of her relations diiriiig Peter’s life: 

Bruce has alfo given .an acxount of that after his death a perfon made his ap- 
the origin of Catharine in his Memoirs pcafance at Petcrdnirgh as her brother, un- 
Litely publidied, which.be relates as he der t^e name of count Hendrikof ; that he 
heard it told by thofc who knew her from Jived in obfeurity during the reigns of Peter 
her infancy. His .narrsktivc ennidponds, 11. and Anne ; and that J&lizabeth made his 
upon the whole, w ijth that of Webfcr in all dm a chamberlain. Bufehing IX. p. 295 , 

dfemial circumdanccs, Jn the couri'e of Weber alfo upon this head relates, “ 1 hat 
this inquiry. I fliall point out one or two “ a near relation of Catharine came to Pc- 
V immaterial indances wherein they differ, “ttrlb.irgh with his family, confiding of 
, Thefe three ptrfons arc the principal an. three Ions and twoManghters. He was 
- thors . who were in Ruffia towards the be- “ called count Ikavorounci” [certainly the 
ginning of this century, and who colle^lcd^ fame as Scavroulki]; “ the elded daughter 
information upon i hc fjxit : we may there- Sophia was taken by the cuiprcis io be 
, fore rely upon them with more (alery than “ her maid of honour; the other ciiildicn 
upon later authors ; aiul they all agree in “ were educated by their father. 7 'iie ar- 

“ rival 



C A T H A 
and was bom at Ringen, a 


rival of thefe Jlrangers gave rife to many 
“ reports concerning the origin of Caiha- 
“ fine ; that licr father, vi'hofe name was 
faicl to be John Rabc, was a qnarter- 
mafter in a Swcdifli regiment ; that her 
mother was the daughter of a town-fc- 
crotary of Riga, and was delivered in 
16B2 of Catharine, The widow, after 
“ her hu{b»nci*s death, went to her n.-la- 
** tions at Riga, but dying foon aftcr- 
** wards, Gluck took the foundling into 
his family. Thefe reports, which beg in 
to circulate, occafioned a public decree, 
“ forbidding all perfons, upon pain of 
“ death, from uttering difrcipedful cx- 
** prellions ag dull the late emperor, or the 
“ rcigr/mg emprefs and her family.*' Vcr. 
Ruir vol. III. p. 76. 

We may indeed take it for granted, that 
if Catharine's family had been nobly de- 
lecnded, the fee ret would have been difeo- 
vered during the life of Peter, and have 
been favourably received by that emperor, 
who was prevented by the ohfrMrity of htr 
llrth from carrying her with him to Paris 
nor willing to expole her to any infiilt : “ 11 
** ne vouloit pas Pexjiofer, dit-on, aux rt- 
‘‘ blits qn’il ernignair pour ellc, vu rohfm- 
“ riH tk fa naijfauce^ de la dolicatelTe Pran- 
“ caife,” lialievitzin Buf. Mag, IX. p. 316. 

An Auftriaii envoy, who was at Petor- 
fburgh in 1725, and wrote an account to his 
court of hwr acceirion to the throne, fap, 
“ that fhe was a natural daughter of a 
“ Livonian nobleman, whofe name i^as Al- 
‘‘vendhcl; that her mother af|crwar<!s 
** married a rich pe oant, from whom (lie 
“ had a fan and a dauglKcr ; that the 
former was put to de.»th by Peter for 
“ openly declaring himfeU' to be the bro- 
“ iher of Cathaiine; and that the filler 
“ r ceived for lome time a penlion of 300 
roubles from the emprefs ; ffut was af- 
terwards confined in a houfe of corre^ion 
during the icign of Peter I. by Catha-r 
rme's dclire. ' He adds, “ that C'atha- 
** line was brought up in Gluck's houfe ; 
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fmall village upon the Lake 

Wirtzerwc, ' — 


that flic became the miflrefs of Ticfen- 
“ houfen, a captain of a Swcdifli troop, by 
“ whom flie had a for?; that he afterwards 
“ gave her in marriage to a dragoon of his 

troop, with whom flie lived three years ; 
“ until flic was taken prifomrr at Narv.i by 
** the Ruflians.*' But this minifler, wlio is 
vvtll informed in what relates to the latur 
part of Catharine’s life, and tlw meaos by 
which flic afeended the throne, fceins to 
have retailed many idle rep>rts about tier 
family and early hiflory. Buf. Hid, Mag, 
XI. p. 48. 

Before I cloCc this note I innfl ncceflaiily 
mention the opinion of Bufchinji;, wlv), dur- 
ing*his rcfuicncc at Ptterfburgh, eolleflal 
a confKlcrable degree of aurhentick infor- 
mation upon the vari;)iis pairs oC ifu: Ruf- 
fian hirtory ; amongfl othri s, he hat; given 
anecdotes of Catherine T. which he ojicus 
by faying, “ all the necounrs which wriicis 
“ have hitl'.ertn given, or rather conjci‘bucd, 
** of the birth and family of Cailiaiiiie I, 
“arcfalle.” Ibid. III. p. 19c. Hefays, that 
her family was from I/nhuaiiia, her f;ulu;r’s 
name ’.vas Samuel, her brother wa*; count 
Charles Scavronfki, one fificr was Chriniiuv 
married to count Siman Hencirikof, arul ihe 
other, whole name was Annr, to MiHucl 
Ycfum)fl;i. He confirms hci nnriiage wiili 
rhcSwediilj (Iragnon, but places the let oe at 
Fnujtadt in Foland, and no: at Mnicn- 
burgh. He informs us, that he obMinrd 
this infoi nation from an old lady wliofc 
name he conceals, w ho dievl lau ly at Petcr- 
fburgh, and who knew CaiJurijic Iro.n her 
lirll appearance in Riinii, and vv.aft greatly 
in that emprtfies favour. He adds alfo, an 
account of an ofiicer who brought Catha- 
rine's filter Auuc from Lirhuania to Peter- 
Iburgb. With great deference, however, 
to fo icfpeiffablc an an h >rity, nc cannot, 
merely up -ii this hcarl ty evidence, fet alido 
ilic letlinionies nf WcIkt, La Mofrayc, and 
Brace: this llory Le.us, m ether, ilic Time 
flying report as that in Vi>lt *ire; and riiC 
lady who gave the mtcllij,:ncc to Bulching 
^ might 
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BOOK, wirtzerwe, near Doirpt, in Livonia. The year of her birth is 
■- / ^ uncertain; but, according to her own account flie came into 
the world on the 5th of April, 1689. Her original name 
was Martha, which fhe changed for Catharine when flie 
embraced the Greek religion. Count Rofen, a lieutenant- 
colonel in the Swedifla fervice, who owned the village of 
Ringen, fupported, according to the cuftom of the country, 
both the mother and the child, and was, for that reafon, 
fuppofed by many perfons to have been her father. She 
loft her mother when ftie was but three years old ; and, as 
count Rofen died about the fame time, ftie was left in fo 
deftitute a fituation, that the parilh* clerk of the village re- 
ceived her into his houfe. * Soon afterwards Gluck, Lutheran 
minifter of Marienburgh, happening in a journey 
through thofe parts ; to fee the foundling, took her under 
his protedlion, brought her up in his family, and employed 
her in attending his children. In 1701, and about the 
fourteenth year of her age +, fhe efpoufed a dragoon of the 
Swedifh garrifon of Marienburgh X. Many different accounts 
are given of this tranfa<ftion : one author § of great credit 
affirms that the bride and bridegroom remained together 
eight days after their marriage ; another ||, of no Icfs au- 

might have been willing to ratify the cur- and to him I am greatly obliged for 
rent report in Elizabeth’s time in honour abridging the trouble necelfary in fuch a 
of her friend and patronefs Catharine .!• complicated inquiry. 

It appears, however, at well from this in- * Baflevitz in Bufehing IX. p. 375, 
tclligence as from the information of We- Some fey Hie was born fo early as 1683, 
her and Baifevitz, that fomc real or pre- Bufehing IX, 481. . 
tended relations of Catharine I. made their f Weber fdfi in her eighteenth year; 
appearance at Pcterlburgh during her reign, but if, according to her own account, fl\e 
that they were acknowledged and promoted was born in 1689, ftie was only thirteen, 
by her, and afterwards by Elizabeth, not J Wurmb aftitrcd VVeber, that during 
unwilling, perhaps to believe, without in- her refidence at Marienburgh ftie was a pat- 
qiiiiy, her mother’s family to have been fern of vir^le ar.<i .good behaviour, which 
nobly defer n ltd. ccnrraditffs the report fii.at ftic had been a 

Schmidt, in his Matcrialien, &c. has col- clllinmon woman in Livonia, 
killed in one point of view great part of § V/-c1)ct. 
ihcintelligencc which reiafcstoCathsrine It \l Bruce, p. 74, 


thority, 
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ttionty, ap:rts, on the contrary, that the morning of the 
nuptials, her hulband being fent with a detachment for Riga, 
the marriage was never confummated. Thus much is cer- 
tain, that the dragoon was abfent when Marienburgh fur- 
rendered to the Ruffians ; and Catharine, who was referved 
for a higher fortune, never faw him more *. 

General Bauer +, upon the taking of Marienburgh, faw 
Catharine among the prifoners ; and, being fmitten with her 
youth and beauty, took her to his houfe, where llie fuper- 
intended his domeftick affairs, and was fuppofed to be his 
miftrefs. Soon afterwards die was removed into the family 
of prince Menzikof, who was no lefs ftruck with the attrac- 
tions of the fair captive ; with him Ihe lived luitil 1704, 


^ What became of her huftand is un- 
known. 

Weber fays, that Catharine, for feme 
time after Ihe lived with prince Menzikof, 
ufed to inquire about her huiband, and 
chat file fent him occafionally, chough pri- 
vately, fmall prefents ; and that, 101705, 
he was killed in a fkirmilh. 

Gordon fays, that on the day of his mar- 
riage he was killed in an encounter, for 
from that time he was never heard of. 
Vol. II. p. 255. 

Mdtraye, who made many inquiries about 
him, concludes by faying) he could be af- 
fured of nothing from the common report 
of the country concerning the fate of this 
new -married man, it being fo varioudy re- 
lated. o 

•f Weber relates, that marlhal Shereme- 
tof was the general who firft brought Ca- 
tharine into Ruffia. I fliould certainly have 
fubmitted to his authority, if Bruce had not 
alTcrted that general Bauer was the perfon. 
Bruce begins his narrative by faying as 
general Bauer was the perfon by whofc 
“ means the einprefs Catharine arrived af- 
tirwards to fo great an height j” and 

Vol. I. 4 


Brucc^s authority muft be preferred in thia 
inftance, bccaufe he probably obtained bit 
information from his uncle general Bruce, 
who was intimately acquainted with general 
Bauer, and could not be inidaken in thii 

ha. 

Perhaps this contradiAion may be recon- 
ciled by conlidering, that although marfliai 
Sheremetof commanded the Ruffian ^rmy in 
Livonia, yet, as general Bauer was the next 
in command, he might either have headed 
the party which entered Marienburgh, or 
have talccn the fair prifoner under his pro- 
teftion, Perfons have doubted whether flic 
were really the miftrefs of general Bauer ; 
but when Bruce fays general Bauer gave 
immediate orders for her fafety and rocep- 
*♦ tion into bis houfe, of which he gave her 
the whole charge, with authority over all 
“ his fervants, by whom (he was very much 
beloved from her manner of ufing them i 
** the general aftenvards often (aid, hit 
houfe was never fo well managed as when 
flic was with him,” p. 75. Wc can have 
no doubt of the fa^, as otherwife a general 
wouW hardly place a girl under flxtcen at 
the head of hit houfliold. 

B when, 
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BOOK when, in the feventelfeth year of her age, flie became the 
c^>,'.../nniiftrefs * of Peter the Great, and won fo much upon his af- 
fections, that he efpoufed f hor on the* 2 9th of May, 171 il 
The deremony was fecretly performed at jawerof in Poland, 
in the prefence of general Bruce ; and on the aoth of Fe- 
bruary, 171a, it was publickly folemnized with great pomp 
at Peterfburghi 

Catharine, by the moft unwearied afliduity and unre- 
mitted attention, by the foftnefs and complacency of her 
difpofition, but, above all, by an extraordinary livelinefs and 
gaiety of temper, acquired a wonderful afcendartcy over the 
mind of Peter. The latter was fubjed: to oecafional horrors> 
which at times rendered him gloomy and fufpicious, and 
raifed his paffions to fuch an height, as to produce a tempo- 
rary madne&. In thefe dreadful moments Catharine was 
the only perfon who durft venture to approach him, and 
fuch was the kind of fafcination J fhe had acquired over his 
fenfes, that her prefence had an inftantaneous eflfeCt ; and 
the firft found of her voice compofed his mind and 
calmed his agonies. From thefe circumftances Ihe feeraed 
necelP'd'y, not only to his comfort, but even to his 
very exiftence : fhe beCame his infeparable companion on 

* Weber writes^that the emperor firft faw marriage in 1 707, 
her as fhe was carrying fomc diftics through The following pafTage, hewrever, in Bruce’s 

the hall : the Auftrian minifterfays flie was Memoirs, is abfolutely decilivc, 
laundrefs to prince Menzikof ; that at the “ On the 17th (May, 17 ii) we arrived 
clofe of an entertainment at the prince’s, at V^^arfaw, and at Jawerof on the 29th, 
when the emperor and company were in- “ where wc found the czar and czarina, 
toxicated, flic was recommended to Peter, “ and they were privately married, at wbic/j 
&c. Bufehing XL p. 482. ceremony the general was prefent; and 

f Gordon fays, that flic had fcveral chil- “ upon this occafion he was made mafter- 
dren by the czar before he efpoufed her, par- “ general of the ordnance, in the room of 
ticularly the princefs Anne. The czar, he “ the priq^ce of Melita, who died a prifoner 
adds, was married to her in 1710, Life of in Sweden,” p. 36. 
peter, Vol. II. p. 258. } “ Bile avait uti afeendant fur fes fifns, 

Weber only relates, that the marriage, “ qui tenair prefquc du prodige.” Baife- 
whkh was before kept fecret, was made witz in Bnfch. IX. 294. See alfo the firft 
publick in 1711. Voltaire places the fccret note to p. 409 of this work. 

7 


his 



555 


CATHARINE I. 


his journeys into foreign countries, and even in all his mili- 

tary expeditions. v 

; The peace of Pritth, by which tbc Rufllan army was 
refeued from certain dertrudtion, has been wholly attributed 
to Catharine, though (lie was little more than an inftrument 
in procuring the confent of Peter. The latter, in his cam- 
paign of 17 1 1 againft the Turks, having imprudently led 
his troops into a difadvantageous fituation, took the defpe- 
rate refolution of cutting his way through the Turkifli army 
in the night. With this refolution he retired to his tent in 
an agony of defpair, and gave pofitive orders that no one 
Ihould be admitted under pain of death. In this impor- 
tant jundture the principal officers and the vice-chancellor 
Shaffirof « aflembled in the prefence of Catharine, and drew 
up certain preliminaries in order to obtain a truce from the 
grand vizier. Inconfcquenceof this determination plenipoten- 
tiaries were immediately difpatched, without the knowledge 
of Peter, to the grand vizier, and a peace obtained upon more 
reafonable conditions than could have been expelled. With 
thefe conditions Catharine, notwithftanding the orders iffued 
by Peter, entered his tent, and prevailed upon him to fign 
them: Although the honour of this peace, fays Gordon, 
was wholly attributed to Catharine, yet, as he juftly remarks, 
the generals, together with the vice-chancellor Shaffirof, 


* Motrayc attributes the principal fuc- 
cefs of the negociation with the grand vizier 
to the vice-chancellor Shaffirof: » It was 
“ folely to his ability, and not to any pre- 
« tended prefents of the czarina, that the 
“ czar owed his deliverance at Pruth. 1 
was well informed by the Pacha, with 
» whom I was then, and by oth* Turlis, 
“ even enemies to the vizier, of w^at paffed 
“ there, and of the grefents which were 

4. B 


“ there made. All that the czarina did 
was to cany to the czar, when he was 
retired to his tent, and w#uld fee nwic 
** but her, the counfcls and mciliods whidt 
that great minifter fuggcllcd, in order to 
“ a treaty, and to induce him to agree to 
them, and to give him a full power of 
a acting.” Motraye’s Travels, Vol. III. p. 
151, note. Sccalfo p. 103* 

a , 
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had been the main fprings'thaj direfted this machine. Ca- 
Wyli^tharine, however, by her conduct on this occafion^ acquired 
great popularity ; and the emperor particularly fpecifies her ' 
behaviour at Pruth, as one of the reafons which induced 
him to crown her publickly at Mofcow with his own hand. 
This ceremony^ was performed in r7a4, and, although 
defigned by Peter only as a proof of his alfedtion, was the 
principal caufe of her fubfequent elevation. 

Some authors have allerted that Peter placed the crown 
upon her head as a prelude to his future intention in her fa- 
vour, and even abfolutely appointed her his ftKceffor; but 
their auctions are without the lead: foundation ; for no traces 
were ever difoovered that he had made fuch a difpofition, 
either by will dr otherwife : nothing indeed affords a ftronger 
proof of the contrary, than the very manifefto of Catharine’s 
acceffion, in which ftie refts her right lolely upon her coro- 
nation at Mofcow, and upon the refolutions of the fenate, 
the clergy, and the body of the generals +. Frbm thefe con- 
flderations, let us inquire by what extraordinary means a 
woman of her low birth could fucceed in fetting alide the 

graudfon 


* The reader will find a vciy circilm- 
ilantial account of the coronation, with all 
the ceremonies and entcrtainmei>ts, in BnicC| 
who was himfelf prefent, Bruce’s Me- 
moirs, p. 351 to 363. 

•f “ Be it known to all and every one by 
“ thefe prefents, that it hath pleafed AI- 
“ mighty God to take, after a violent fick- 
“ nefs of twelve days, from this world the 
moft ferene and moft powerful prince 

** Peter the Great, emperor, and abfoluce 
“ fovereign of all the Ruffias, father of liU 
country, and our moft gracious lord, in 
M order to raife him to eternal glory. 

♦* Tie enter ef fuccejjion to the throne of 
^ being regulated by his imperial majejly 

^ moji glorious memory^ in bis decree^ dated 


“ the ^th of February^ ^ 7 * ** 2 , ^vhich as pub* 
Iffied to the whole nation, and confirmed by 
“ the oaths of all the fiates aJfemUed together ; 
** namely, that he or Jhe, whom it jhould plcafe 
“ hh imperial majefiy to appoint, fiouhi fuccccd 
0 th? throne: and accordingly he was pleafed 
“ that, in the year 1724 * his dear con fort, our 
“ mofi gracious empref, Catharine Alexlcfna^ 
^^fijould rei;eive, as fije did effcHually receive^ 
the crown and the f acred inauguration, by 
** reafon of the numhcrlefi threat and important 
^^ferntices which JJse performed for the advan* 
tage of the Ruffian empire %. as was fuifici* 
ently and ampfy declared in tfoe manifefto^ 
dated the i^th of November, 1723 . 

** For which reafons the fenate or council of 
** regency^ and the facred fynod, in conjung- 

“ tion 
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grandfon of Peter the Great, who was the lineal heir ol^the 
Ruffian empire ; and afcend the throne, to which Ihe could 
*have no pretentions but by the exprefs appointment of Peter. 
Her influence continued undiminithed until a fliort 'tirae 
before the death of that emperor, when fome circumrtancea 
happened which occafioned fuch a coolnefs between them, 
as would probably have ended in’ a total rupture if his death 
had not fortunately intervened. The original caufe of this 
iuifunderftanding arofe from the following difeovery of a 
fecret connection between Catharine and her firft chamber- 
lain, whofe name was Mons. The emj^eror, who was fuf- 
picious of this connection, quitted Peterfburgh under pre- 
tence of remov^ing to a villa for a few days, but privately re- 
turned to his winter palace in the capital. From thence he 
occafionally fent one of his confidential pages with a com- 
plimentary meflage to the emprefs, as'if he had been in the* 
country, and with fecret orders to obferve her motions. 
From the page’s information the emperor, on the thirl 
night, furprized Catharine in an arbour of the garden with 
her favourite Mons; while his fitter Madame Balke, who was 
firft lady of the bed-chamber to the emprefs, was, in com- 
pany with a page, upon the watch without the arbour. 

Peter *•, whofe violent temper was inflamed by this dif- 
eovery, ftruck Catharine with his cane, as well as the page 
who endeavoured to pre’ifent him from entering the arbour, 
and then retired without uttering a Angle word either to 

Mons 

“ tion with the bodv of generals, have nna- “ prefs Catharine Alexiefnn, abfolute fovc- 
« ninioully ordained, and do notify, by the “ reign ol all the Rnirias.” See Dumont 
“ prefervt printed edict, that all, well ec- Corps Diplom. Vol, Vlll. P. II. p. 104. 

•< defiaftieal ail militaryand civil, of all ranks * Baflevitz and Voltaire relate this tranf- 

« and conditions, be fnbjeft jhd faithful to aflion in a di ferent manner but neiilwr of 
the mpft ferene and molt powerful em- then! would reprelent any circumflauce 
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'Mon^ or his lifter. A few' d^ys after this tratifa^lion thefc 
w vJ— «perfons were taken into cuftbdy, "^nft Nfons was? earned to 
the winter palace, where hd one had airhiflion to him biit * 
Peter, who himfelf brought him his proviffons. A rdport 
was at the fame time circulated, that they were imprifoned 
for having received bribes, and making their influence over 
the emprefs fubfervient to their own mercenary views. 
Mons being examined by Peter, in the prefence Of m ajor-gene- 
ral Ufchakof, and threatened witii the torture, confefled 
the corruption which was laid to his charged He was be- 
headed; his lifter received live ftrokes of the khoot, and was 
banilhed into Siberia ; two of her fons, who were chamber- 
lains, were alfo degraded and fent as common foldiers among 
the Ruffian troops in Perlia. On the day fubfequent to the 
execution of the fentence^ Peter conveyed Catharine in an 
open carriage under the gallows, to which was nailed the 
head of Mons : the emprefs, without changing colour at this 
dreadful light, exclaimed, “ What. a pity itds, that there is 
“ fo much corruption among courtiers * !” 

This event happened in the latter end of the year 1724, 
and as it was foon followed by Peter’s death, and as Catharine, 
upon her acceffion, recalled Madame Balke, it has been 
fufpe(fted that Ihe lliortened the days of her hulband by poi- 
fon. But, notwithftanding the critical lituation for Catharine 
. in which he died, and her fubfequent elevation, yet this 
charge is totally deftitjute of the leaft ffiaddw of proof ; for 
the circumftances of Peter’s diforder were too well known, and 

tending in the leaft tn critnioate Catharine. Baflevitz himfelf mentions the anecdote 
'The Auftrian envoy, from whpm t^ above of his driving her linger the gallows, which 
elation is chiefly extra^ied, fays, that he re- feems to imply, that peter certainly thought 
ccived information of the whole aftair from Catharine guilty of an inj^ijgue with Mons. 
the page fent by Peter, whofc name' was ♦ BafleyitznjU Bufe. Hift." Mag. IX. p. 

.Prevcnich. Bufe. Hift. Mag. XL p.. 49.. 372. ^ ' 

, . - ^ .the 
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tlie peculiar fymptoms * of his laft illnefs fufficiently account ^^ap. 
for bis death without tlie neceflity of recurring to poifon. » — ^ 
Peter having, in the year 17 24,. decreed that the reigning 
fovereign ihpuld have the power of appointing his fucceflbr, 
ought, in common prudence, to have provided one in cafe 
of his fudden death ; but he was feized with his laft illnefs 
before he had performed *’'at neceffary duty. The diforder 
with which he was attacked was a ftrangury, which at firft 
did not carry with it any alarming fymptoms of immediate 
danger ; but fuddenly increafing to a violent degree, occafi- 
oned fuch excruciating tortures, as, in a fhort time, totally 
deprived him of his fenfes. In a lucid interval he demanded 
pen and paper,- and endeavoured to write, but he could only 
trace charailers that were not legible. He then called for 


his daughter Anne, but before flie arrived his fpeech and his 
underftanding entirely forfook him, and he remained in a 
ftate of perfedl imbecility, but ftill breathing, for fix and 

thirty hours before he expired +. 

From this account, drawn from the moft unqueftionable 
authorities, it is evident that he did not appoint his heir ; 
and though fome perfons have concluded that he purpofed 

* “Peter,” fays the Auftrian envoy, 

“ had formerly contra6fc(l from one of his 
“ iniflrcfles a complaint, which on account 
*« of his cxcefTes was never completely era- 
“ cheated ; and, upon his drinking^at the 
“ ridiculous elc^ionofthemockpatriaich 4, 

“ an enormous quantity of wine, be*, mead, 

<* and brandy, it incrcafcd to fuch a degree 
“ as to become incurable ; but as there ap- 

“ pcared no cxternal fymptomsofthe com- 

“plaint,thcphyfician8Conceivedthedifor(^cr 

♦'to be the ft one, and treated it accordingly . 

By thefe means the virus at length gradu- 
ally gained fuch an height as to form an 
*• abfeefa in the bladder, which, >«> >>« ^ 

“ illnefs, brought on a ftrangury, that foon 
J Sec an account of this 


“ ended in his death. Upon his dcath-bcd 
“ begrievoufly repented of his fin8,confeflcd 
“ that he had filed much innocent blood, ex- 
“ prefled the greateft concern for his bcha- 
“ viour to his unfortunate fon, adding, how- 

ever, that he hoped God would forgive his 
“ fins in confideration of the gc od he had 
“ conferred on his country.” Bufe. Hifl* 

Mag. XI. p 49^* I . a • u 

Gordon fays, “ he caught cold, which, 
«» with a violent ftrangury and retention of 
“ urine, occafioncd by an impofthume in his 
“ bladder, put an end to his life on the s8th 
«♦ of January, 

f Baflewitz in BufchinglX. p. 373. aUo 
Weber Vcr. Ruff. Vol» lla p. i 99 * 

in Bruce's Mempirsa 


entailing 
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BOOK entailing the is 

■ . mnft probable' ths^” he eldeft dalighter 

Anne to be his fiiccfefltoir was previrrted by the fdidden- 


nefs of his deathfrom etifryJb^ifhat defigh iritd execution •. 

■‘It? ' Bui: 


* I have already given my, reafons. for “ pere^r defunt, et iuppritner IVirdr/s 
adopting this opinion. Seep. 516. in the note, "'d’^kdliilion. Alors Ics majors dc gardes 
Monlicur Lc Clcrc, in iris Hiijoir^ 5 \^aIlno^lCQrcnt 4 itooi^ regb'e 

iiqnc. Morale, Civile, ct Politique dc la ^ “ dc C^thari^c, ct les gard^*,!^^ pi^laina- 
Rnlfic Modcriic, aflerts, that Pet^r li abfpi'\ ** rtdt Piifagb dii 

lutely appointed i^^ter ll.^his fo^ceffori C^t|f eft 

the whole paffage relative fo 'ti 4 is 'Z>//^f>/^ ‘‘ dans tons fes points.” Hift. Mod. do 
unkno^ anecdote h cKtrenwly ansioiis, !l Rhiller, p. 44^. i ' ^ v,il — ^ 
ftiall here infert it, and accompany it with a . I will frankly pjvn that I muft fufpead my 
few obfervations. judgement with refpe^ to the truth of this 

“ Lorfque cc prince (Pierrv I.) vit arri- ftcrct anecdote,, eataft in all its cirenm- 
“ ver rinftant de fa mort, il fit un dernier fiances, iintd the ingenious author fhaU 
“ effort pour fcMivcr de fon lit, et pouf . cohdefeend tb cite his' authority. For as it 
“ ecrire Fordre qui excluoit du Trope ,Ca- politively contradifts, the relation of BafTe- 
“ tharine I. ct qiii y playoit Pierre II. fils de witz, who had fo great a fliare in raifing 
“ Finfoitune Alexis. On verra dans la Catharine to the throne ; of count Munich, 
“ fuitede cet ouvrage, Je^ raifons qui detcri who was fo well verfed in the political en- 
minirent Pierre I. i cxclurc Catharine tribes of the Ruiflian court; and of the 
“ qui lui avoit , ete fi chcrc, Npus ‘nops Auftrian envoy, who was prefent at Peterf- 
“ bornons ici h dire que I’ordrc $toit ^crit burgh during the acceffion of Catharine ; 

lorfqn’ii tomba cn foiblcffe, ct qu’il mou- it would require ftrongei evidence in favour 
“ riu quclques heures apr^s. of its authenticity than the mere affirmation 

“ Pierre I. mourut entre Ics bras du of an hiftorian, however ingenious, even if 
prince Menzikof, descomtes deRoument* it did not contain many circumflanccs 
“ zof ct Tolftoi, ct de'deux majors dc which feem to be falfe. 
gardes— a-Pied nomroes Mammonof- Can Peter be faid to have ^^rfW^^Catha- 
Avant d’annoncer la mort dc <Pcmpcrcur, rinc from the throne by the appointment of 
“ leur premier foin fut de lire fes dernii^res Peter II. even fuppofing that appointment 
“ volontes, ct d’opincr fur Pufage qu’ils eo to have formally taken place ? Exclufion 
“ devoient fairc. impliel right 5 'and what right had Catha. 

Le prince Tolfto^ porta la parole aux au- rine but«from tf^e nomination of Peter I. and 
tres, et dit : “ Les intentions de Pierre it does not appear that he had ever formed 
“ nous font conniies nnais prenons garde ^ the moft diftant views of making that no* 
“ ce que nous aliens fairc. Pierre IL nous mination# 
doit hair, il nous halt ; fi nous le plafons The fpeech of Tolftoi is improbable in 
fur lc Troue, nous ferons les premieres itfelf, and contradiilcd by the moil pofitivc 
^ vt^imes qu’il immolera i la vengeance teftitnony. It is uuprohable : becaufe 
“defonpere. though we* imagine that Tolftoe, who 

“ Tolfto^ etoit naturcllcm^t eloquent was a creature of Menzikpf, might have 
ct pcrfuafif ; et dans cette conjuncture, hinted to that prince a fuggeftibn to diftroy 
“ I’eloquence ^toit jointe a la verit^. On fut any written appointment of the fucceflbr, 
“ d^avis de d^roger aux intenrioas de Pem* yet ire cannot fuppofe that he would openly 

make 



CATHARINE I. 




But, without dwelling upon fefts which are foreign to the 
prefent hiftory, let u» haften to the election of Catharine. 

> Whale Peter was yet lying in the agonies of death, feveral 
oppoAte parties were caballing to difpofe of the crown. At 
a conAderable meeting of many among the principal nobility, 
it was fecretly determined, on the moment of his diffolution, 
to arreft Catharine, and to place Peter Alexievitch upon the 
throne *. Baffewitz, apprized of this refolution, repaired in 
perfon to the emprels, although it was already night. “ My 
« grief and confternation,* replied Catharine, « render me 
** incapable of acting myfelf : do you and prince Menzikof 
“ confult together, and I will embrace the meafures whivh 
“ you lhall approve in my name.” Baffewitz,. finding 
Menzikof afleep, awakened and informed him of the prefling 
danger which threatened the emprefs and her party. M 


make that propofal before count Rojnantzof 
and the* two majors, without having firft 
founded them, and endeavoured to gain 
them over to his purpofe. 

It is contntdiacd by the moll pofitive 
teftimoiiy, brcaufe it appears from Baffe- 
witz, th.at, during, the feveral hours in 
which Peter lay in a Hate of iiifenfibility, 
and before be expired, Menzikof had taken 
all the neceffary precautions for the accef- 
lion of Catharine, 

With reipcfl to the vt'Z.'r of tvt txciuJioH^ 
tni tht appomtmtut of Petir Jl. fuppofed to 
be written by Peter himfclf in the mulil of 
his lall illnefs, it is moft probable that fuch 
au order was never written : for the dernttr 
effort pour fe Ic'jer fo/t lit, iic. is the lame a • 
luded to by Baffewit)!, from whom .t ap- 
pears that Peter only traced illegiole caa- 
iaaers: and this Hate of the caic .scon- 
famed by the Hanoverian envoy, Weber, 
who had no conneffion either vvi;h Menzi- 
kof or Baflewiti : Scl.rieb aiich ctliche 
woi te, aber fo unleferiich, &c. btwreua 
/«i. -word,, iut fo nltS<l>br * V' 

'^ake cut their mtxnins. 'derail. Ruff. vol. 1 . 

VOL. 1. 


p. 199. 

The Aiiftrian envoy alfo fiys, thnt ** <\\ 
“ cr dann ctwas aufschreiben w'-li n> aber 
** vor Schwaclihcit nicht yckonni : h vjat 
“ defirous of fonicthiugy hut (OuUi 

“ not through '■iKcahicjif lint. HiiU 

XL p. . . . 

Batrewitx alVerts, that Peter expired m 
the arm? of C.uiv.uinc. 

L’Ejopcrcur expira entre Ics bras de 
fon cpoMle.** Bill. Hid. iX* p. .^7 5 *^ 
This is alio confinned by Wcbcr, “ End- 
** Jich in dcr Nacht/* &C. At lull this 

‘ great monarch expired wiihoutmakinijuny 

‘ will, while tliecmprds ihrcw bcrfclf upon 

* her knees, and cried out, Godopen [by 

* paradife, and take this great ioul unio 
‘ thvfcU-.” Vcr. Rnff vol. 11 . p. 199- 

Thefc arc the rcafons which induce me^ 
to doubt wkcihcr this feerct anecdote ot 
Monf. leClcrc U as cxa£t in all its circmii* 
itancts as he allirms it to be. 

^ Tant qii’on lui favoit un foufle dc vie, 
iwirfonne n’ofoif I’entreprendre. Tell- rot 
la force d.i refpefl ct de U terreur, tpi ut.- 
prima cc hcios. Baffewitz, p. 374« 

4 C 


no 
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jjo time remained for loirg'driiberation, the prince inftantly 
' .CfWf-i\ the treafwe, fecured^the Jortrefs, gained the officers 
of the guards by bribes and promifeS, ahb a few of the no- • 
bility, and the principal detgy^ Thele partizans being 
convened in the palace, 'Catharine i^made her appearance : 
fhe claimed the throne in right of her coronation at Mofcow; 
llie expofed the ill*effe(5ts of; a minority ; and promifed, 
that, “ fo far from depriving the great^duke of the crown# 
“ ftie would receive it only as a facreddepoiit, to be reftored 
“ to him when (he Ihoiild be united, in another world, to ail 
“ adored hufband, whom <ffie was now upon the point of 
“ lofing.” . . 

The pathetick manner with which ftie uttered this addrefs, 
and the tears which accompanied 4t, added to the previous 
diftribution of large fums of money and je^vels, produced the 
defired effedl : at the clofe of this meeting the remainder of 
the night was employed in making the necelTary preparations 
to enfure her acceffion in cafe of the emperor’s death, 

Feb. 8, Peter at length expired in the morning of the a 8th of Ja- 
nuary, O. S. This event being made known, the fenate, the 
generals, the principal nobility and clergy, battened to the pa- 
lace to proclaim the new fovereign. The adherents of the 
great-duke feemed fecure of fuccefs ; and the friends of Ca- 
tharine were avoided as perlbns doomed to deftrudlion. At 
this jundlure Ballewitz whifpered o*ne of the oppofite party, 

“ The emprefs is raiftrefs of the treafure and the fortrefs ; 

“ fhe has gained over the guards and the fynod, and many 
“ of the chief nobility ; even here ftie has more followers 
“ than you imagine t advife therefore your friends to make 
“ no oppofition as they value their heads." This informa- 
tion being rapidly circulated, Baftewitz gave the appointed 
ftgnal, and the two regiments of guards, who had been gained 

by 
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by a largefs^ to declare , for Gatharioey and had already fur- chap. 
rounded the palace, beat tp arms. “ Who has dared,” ex- '-IIIL 
* claimed prince Repnin, the commander in chief, “ to order 
“ out the troops without my knowledge I,” returned 
general Butturlin, “ without pretending to diipute your au- 
“ thority, in obedience to the commands of my mofl: gnad- 
ous rniftrefs.” This ihort reply was followed by a dead 
filence. In this moment of fufpenfe.and anxiety Menzikof 
entered preceding Catharine, fupported by the duke of Hoi- 
ftein.-She attempted tofpeakj hut was prevented by iighsf 
and tears from giving utterance to her wonls ; at length, 
recovering herfelf, “ I come,” Ihe fiiid, “ notwithftanding 
“ the grief which now overwhelms me, to aflhre you, that, 

** fubmiflive to the will of my departed liufband, whole me- 
“ mory will be ever dear to n^e, I am ready to devote my 
« days to the painful occupations of government, until Pro- 
.** vidence fliall fummon me to follow him.” Then, after a 
fhort paufe, flie artfully added, “ If the great-duke will pro- 
fit by my inftrudions, perhaps 1 lhall have the confolation, 

“ during my wretched widowhood, of forming for you an 
“ emperor worthy of the blood and the name of him whom 
« you have now irretrievably loft.”— “ As this crilis,” rc- 


* The Auftrinn envoy (liys, that the 

guards received each £ 6 , 

■i- “ The fame perfon aflqrts, that Catha- 

rine, although flicfccretly rejoiced atPeter s 

death, played the farce admirably ; flic 
ceafed not her lamentations and groans ; 
(he repeatedly kiffed the body ; fcrcamed 

and fvvooned without ceafing; fo that the 
by-ftandtTs,<vho were not acquainted with 
ff the real date of the circumaance, were 
moved with compaflion, whilj the others 
could hardly refrain from laughing. 

B;if. XI* !>• 497* 


Baffewitz alfo relates tlie grief of die 
emprefs, whioii he, on the contrary, like a 
true courtier, aflirms to have been real. 

infenlibic tout autre fentiment, qu it 
“celui dc raflftiaion, PimiHJiatricc ai’avait 
pas quittc fon chevet dc tiois nuits.** 

And again, \ 

“ Catharine, au lieu dc hater fes pas vers 
“ cux ct Ic feeptre, cmhr ilfoit vaincment 
“ fon Epoux agonilaor, qib nc la c ounoill’ik 
“ plus, ct nc poiivoit s’cii detacher^ Ih*^*'!* 
IX. p. 

plied 


4 C a 
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BOOK pjied Menz&of, « is a lioniefit of fiich iaipbre^ce to the 
I “ good of the empire, a&A ieiiaiires the moft haaihate dfelJbe- 
** ration, your wM permit uato Gonfer Without re* 

ftraint, that this Whoie sifair ix^y he traufadied without 
** reprc^ch, as weU in the ei^ion'of the prefei^ age, as in*. 
** that' of pofterity.***-** A6hnga«l doi'^anftrered G^ariuei, 
more for the publick good fhaht ftU’my own advantage, t 
** am not afraid to f«bm!t irty ccteternS to the ju^tUehh 
** of fuch an enlightened ailembly you have hot Only my 
“ permiffion to confer with fi!eedomj,butriay nty'tOiU^^ 
upon you aU, to defibe'fate toaturely. On ‘diis iftiportaht 
“ fubjeft ;. and ptomife to adopt whatever may be the refult 
“ of your decifions.” ’ At the conclufion of thefe words the: 
aflembly retired kito another apartment,, and the doors were 
locked.. 

It was previoufly fettled by Menzikof and’his party that 
Catharine fhould be em^nefs;. and the guards, who fur- 
rounded the palace with dhims beating and colours flying,, 
efFedtually vanquilhed all? oppofition.. The only circum- 
ftanee,. therefore, which remained^was to*give a juft colour to. 
her title, by perfuading the affembly that Peter intended to 
have named her his fiicceflbr» For fliis putpofe Menzikof 
demanded of that emperor’s fecretary,. whether his late mafter, 
hatl left any written declaration of his intentions. The fe- 
cretary replied, “That a little before his laft journey, to* 
“ Mofcow he had deftroyed a will}, and' that he had fre- 
“ qjaently exprefled his defign of making another,, but had - 
“ always been prevented by the r€fle(ftion,.that if hie thought 
“ his people, whom. he had raifed from a ftate of barbarifm 
“ to an high degree of power and.glOry, could be ungrate- 
“ ful, he would not expofe his final inclinations to the infult 
“ oi a refufal ; and that if they recollected what they owed 

“ tO' 
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** to Ws labours, they woulji regolat# their condua: by his chap. 

intentions, which he had dilcloled with more Iblemnity^^^^* 
^ than could, be manifefted by any writing." An altercation 
now.ibegan m the ailembly, and Ibme of the nobles having 
the courage to^ppofe the accelSon of Catharine, Thcophanes, 
archbiihpp of Plefcof, called to their recoUeaion the oath 
which . they had all taken ifl lyaa, to acknowledge the fuc- 
ceflTor appointed by Peter j and added, that the fentiments 
of that emperor delivered, by the fecretary were in effe<St 
an appointment of Catharine. The oppofite party, however,. 
denied.thefe lentlments to be fo clear as the fecretary chofe to 
inlinuate ; and infilled, that, as their late monarch had fuled 
to nominate his heir, the eleflion of the new fovereign lhould 
revert to the flate.. Upon this the. archbilhop further tellified,. 
that, the evening, before the coronation of the empreft at 
Mofcow, Peter had decihreddn the houfe of an Englilh mer> 
chant, that he Ihould place the crown upon her head with no' 
other view than to leave her raiftrefs of the empire after 
his deceafe.^ This atteftation being confirmed by many per- 
foiis prefent, Menzikof cried out, “ What need have we of 
“ any teftament 1: A* refufal to conform to the inclination of 
“ our great fovereign, thus authenticated, would be both 
unjuft and criminal. Long live the emprels Catharine !”* 
Thefe words being inftantaneoully rei>eated by the greateft 
part of thofe who were prdfent, Menzikof, fainting Catharine 
by the title of etnprefs, paid his firft obeifance by killing her 
hand;, and his example was followed by the whole affembly. 

She next prefented herfelf at the window to the guards, and 
to the people, who Ihouted acclamations of “ Long live Ca- 
“ tharine," while Menzikof Icattered among them handfuls ■ 
of money Thus, fays a cotemporary, the emprefs vvas^ 

raifedt 

account of . the eleflion of Catharine is cWcfL/ cxtraa.-d f.xm 
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BOOK raifecl to the throne by thfe gui|r4s>in the fame ftianner ae the 
> . ‘ ' Roman emperors by the prsetorfen cohorts, without either the 
api^oihtrnent of the people hr of the legion , *' 

The reign of Catharitie may be confidered as thereign'df 
Menzikof : that emprefe having neither incKnation’nor id>i- 
lities to direft the helm of government ; and Ihe placed the 
moft implicit confidence in a masi who had b’eeh the original 
author of her gbod fortune, arid thef fole inftrumenf of her 
elevation to the throne. ; : . - ^ 

During her fliort reign her life Was very irregular ; foe 
was extremely averfe to bufinefs ; would frequently, when 
the weather was fine, pafs whole nights in Ihe- ofien air ; 
and was particularly intemperate in the ufe of tokay-wine, 
in which foe often indulged herfelf to excefs f. Thele ir- 
regularities, joined to a Cancer and a dropfy, haftened hefr 
end ; and foe expired bn the 17th of May, 1727, a little 
more than two yeafs after her acceffion to the throne, and in 
about the 39th year of her age. • ’ 

who aflifted prince Menzikof in this revolu- ' But we have 'already feen, from the an- 
tion, and certainly oiuft deferve credit as far thority of Ba^ewitz, that m^ny of the na- 
ns he chofe to difeover the fccrct cabals, bles, &c. repaired to the palace in oppolt- 
Some authors relate this event fomewhat lion to prince Menzikof ; that general' But- 
difierently ; but this difference is calily re- turlin had high words with prince Repnin 
coiiciled, and the main fa£ls continue the and the oppofiic party ; tliat prince Men- 
faitie. Bui'ching aflerts, as he was inforin«jd zikof’s preicnce utterly difcencertcd them ; 
by count Munich, that Peter was uo fooncr and it is probable that both prince MenzU 
dead, than the fenate and nobles aflembled kof and BiutUrVm might have threatened 
in the palace unknown to prince Menzikof, the tioblcs^ which Baflewitz might notchuiie 
The latter, being. informed of the meet- to retif,)rd, as he was willing to make the 
ing, repaired to the palace, and was re: nomination of Catharine as unanimous as 
fuJcd'admittance ; upon which Jie fent for polTibk : alrhougli be lays, ‘‘ C*ell ainii. 
general Butturlin, w'ith a company of ** que Catharine faifit le Iceptre, qu’elle 
guards ; and, burning open the door of mcritoit ^ li jufte titre.** 

the apartment in which the meeting was Tn a word, thefe three accounts arecafily 

held, declared C?itharine en prcls. Buf- reconcileable to each other j they all prove 
ching, Vol. I, p. 15; alfo Epauclic, one la£t, that Menzikof, either by himlelf or 
p. 50. his agents, by bribes, promiles and threats, 

The Auftrian envoy ^ays, that general forced the Robility to proc laim C.iih3r»ne. 
Butturlin threatened tpmairacre the lenatcif Auftriun envoy in liufching XI. p. 502, 
the members did ngtackuovv ledge Catharine. t Buf. Hill. Mag, 111 . p. 192. 


As 
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As the deaths of fovereigns in defpotick countries are fel- 
dom imputed to natural cauies, that of Catharine l»as alfo'—- 
been attributed to poilbn ; as if the dilbrders which jneyed 
upon her frame were not fuflicientto bring her to the grave. 
Some aflertj that flie was poifoned in a glafs of fpirituovis 
liquor ; others by a pear given her by general Diever. Suf- 
picions alfo fell upontpriace Menzizof, who,, a ll^ort time 
before her deceafe, had ft trifling mifunderftanding with her, 
and who was accufed of haftening her death, that he might 
reign with Hill more abfolute ix>wer during the minority of 
Peter II. But thefe reports deferve not the leaft credit, and were 
merely dilated by the fpirit of party, or by popular rumour. 

Catharine was in her perfon under the middle fizc, and 


in her youth delicate and well formed, but inclined to cor- 
pulency as file advanced in years. She had a fair com- 
plexion, dark eyes, and light hair, which fhe was always ac- 
culloroed to die with a black colour She could neither 
read nor write t ; her daughter Elizabeth ufually figned her 
name for her, and particularly to her lall will and tcllament; 
and count Ollerman generally put her fignature to the pub- 
lick decrees and difpatches. Her abilities have been greatly 
exaggerated by her panegyrifts. Gordon, who had fre- 
quently feen her, feems, of all writers, to have rcprefented 
her charaaer with the greateft jultncfs, when be lays, 
« She was a very pretty Ivell-lookt woman, of good fenfe, 


• Bufehing f>ys, “ Ihr fchwarzes haar 
war wcbt,natucrlich, Ibmlern geraerbt, 

See. Hift. Mag. vol. III. p. »90* , , ^ 

Her black hair was not natural out 

*• coloured. On her firft rife the coarfeneli 
“of her hands proved that die had tjccn 
••ufedtohard labour, but they gradually 
» grew whiter and whiter.” Tlu fc creum-. 
ftaLea we may readily believe, becau e he 
lady from whom Bufehing > ' 
formation could eafily know whether Ca- 


tharinc% biir was black, or her hands 
coirle, although flie might be deceived in, 
what relates to her family. 

t Pailenitz fays, “ Kile n’apprit jamais 
»< i icrire. La. pimcelfe Eliz.iljcth figiui 
“ tout pour elle, tjuand elle fit fur le trooe 
“ mime fon tcllament.” P. J95- 

The Aullrian minifler fays, coiint Ofterf 
man ufed to fign her name to all tlic dil- 
patches.. Buf. XI. p* *• 4®t. 

“ but 
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BOOK tt but not of that fublimity of wit, or rather that qukknefs 
of imagination, whidi fome people have believed. The 
** great reafon why the czar was ib fond of her, was her 
** exceeding good tenq>er; fhe never was teen peevUh or 
** out of humour; obliging and ddl to all, and never for- 
** getful of her form^ condition ; wkhal, mighty grateful.” 
Catharine maintdned the pomp of majefty with an air of 
eafe and gaandeur united ; and Peter ufed frequently to 
exprefs his admiration at the jH'opriety with which ihe fup- 
ported her high llation, without forgetting that Ihe was not 
horn to that dignity 

The following anecdotes will prove that ihe bore her 
•elevation meekly ; and was never, as Gordon ailerts, for- 
getful of her former condition. When Wurmb,-who had 
been tutor to Gluck’s children at the time that Catharine was 
a domeftick in that clergyman’s family, prefented himfelf 
before her after her raairiage with Peter had been publickly 
Iblemnized, fhe recolledled and addreffed him with great 
complacency, ** What thou good man, are you ftill alive ! 
** I will provide for you.” And ihe accordingly fettled 
upon him a penllon. She alfo was no lefs attentive to 
the family of her benefaftor Gluck, who died a prifoner 
at Mofcow ; Ihe penftoned his widow ; made his fon a page ; 
portioned the two eldeft daughters ; and advanced the 
youngeft to be one of her maids *of honour. If we may 
believe Weber, Ihe frequently inquired after her 'firft huf- 
band, and, when ftie lived with prince Menzifcof, ufed fe- 

♦ “ Son 4 pcufe ^tait avcc lui, ecalanf, lalTer, d'admircr Ics taicns qn'cllc poflc- 
“ c. nformemcnt a la volont6 dii monarquc, “ dait, felon fon cxprcffion, dc fe cr6er im- 
la pompc imi^^rialc, qui Ic gcnait,' ct la ** pcratricc, fans oublier qu*clle nc Ic 
ibutcnant avec un air lurprenant degran- “ quit point/' BalTewitz in Buf. p, 338, 
deiir et d’aifance. Le czar ne pouvaic fe t Life of Peter^ vol. III. p, 258. 

3 cretly 
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credy to fend him fmall funis of money, until, in 1705, he 
was killed in a Ikirmifti with tlie enemy. In a conference 
with general Schlippenback, who, in 1702, commanded the 
Swedifh army, when flie was taken captive by the Ruffians, 
Ihe afked him « whether her fiioufe John was not a brave. 
“ foldier ?” Schlippenback returning, “ am not I one alfo ?" 
Her majefty anfwered in the affirmative : but, repeating the 
queftion, he replied, “ yes, pleafe your majeily ; and I may 
boaft to have had the honour of having him under my , 
** command 

But the moft noble part of her charader was her peculiar 
humanity and,compaffion for the unfortunate, Motraye 
has paid an handfome tribute to this excellence. “ She had 
“ in fome fort the goverment of all his (Peter’s) paffions ; and 
even faved the lives of a great many more perfons than he 
Fort was able to do : llie infpired him with that humanity, 

“ which, in the opinion of his fubjeds, nature feemed to 
« have denied him. A word from her mouth in favour of 
“ a wretch, juft going to be facfificed to his anger, would 
“ difarm him ; but if he was fully refolved to fatisfy that 
« paffion, he would give orders for the execution when 
“ flie was abfent, for fear flie fliould jdcad for the vidim 
In a word, to ufe the cxpreflion of the celebrated Munich, 

“ Tllle iioit pfopi'ewent Ici niediatyice enli'c Ic uionotyiue et 
fes fujetsX,” * 


* Bufehing bad this nnecdotc from a 
Indy who was prefdat nt this contcrcncc. 
IJib. Mag. vol.ni. p. 190. 

iVlotrayc’s Travels, \i'l. 111* p» ^3^* 


♦ Hhaiichc, &:c. p. 54.. ** She was the 

“ mediatrix Dotwceii the monarch and hii 
“ lubjcifts.” 
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CHAP. VIII.* 

i^couHt of Alexiy f^etrovkch.- — Principles iy which Peter 
juftified his exclujion from the throne. — Efe^s of bis bad 
education^ — -Dread of bis father.— ~His efcafe from Peterf- 
hmgh.—Ws trial and condemnation. — Inquiry into the 
cauje of bis death. — Hijlory of bis wife Charlotte Chriftina 
princefs of ’Qvxmi'f/ick.'—CircumJlances of her death. 
—Falfe rumours of her efcape and fubfequent adventures.. 

BOOK yy LEXE'Y, the foie fruit of the inaufpicious marriage 
; - / - between Peter the Great and Eudocia of Lapukin, was 
born in the year 1690 ; and never was the birth of any 
prince more unfortunate to himfelf, to his parents, and to 
his country. 

I fhall introduce the account of this perfonage by a tranf- 
lation of a curious letter, written in 171 5, from an Auftrian 
envoy atPeterfburgh to the prime mjnifter at Vienna, which 
will ferve to develope the principles upon which Peter at- 
tempted to juftify the exclufion of his fon from the throne. 

* In my laft I informed your excellency that I had an 
“ opportunity of penetrating the fentiments of the tzar ; 
“ and I fhall now acquaint you with the particulars, which 
will furprize you. Being at dinner laft Sunday at the 
‘‘ vice-chancellor Shaffirof’s, in company with the tzar, his 
“ majefty did me the honour to converfe with me upon dif- 
“ ferent topics, whep, the difcourfe turning upon the late 
“ king of France, his majefty faid, ‘ Certainly France was 
** never governed by a greater man than Louis XIV. never- 
“ thelefs,’ added he, ‘ when I confider the little care which 

* BUf, Hift. Mag, 111’, p, 185, &c* 


“ he 
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he took to perpetuate the glory of his kingctom after his 
« demife, I have no longer the fame efteem for his memory 
« whkhlhave hitherto held for his great and heroick aftions. 
“ Louis XIV. at his advanced age, could not reafonably have 
** indulged the hope of a much longer life : if, therefore, 
« he dilcovered in the infant (Louis XV.) his fucceffor any 
** evident marks of a future incapacity to reign, why did he 
« entruft him to the care of a man who will not fail to adopt 
any means, however defperate, that may tend to fecure the 
“ throne to himfelf ? Why did he not exclude the duke of 
« Orleans from any Ihare in the regency ? Or, if he knew 
the duke to be a man of a fuperior genius, as he un- 
“ doubtedly is, and his great-grandfbn, either on account 
“ of his tender age or fome corporal infirmity, incapable 
“ of governing, why did he not declare a |)erfon of 
fuch abilities as" the duke of Orleans his fucccflx^r? By 
thefe means his grand fyftem would have flood un- 
« (haken even by his death ; whereas we have now every 
“ reafon to conclude that France will decline.* I made an- 
“ fwer, ‘ that as, according to the fundamental laws of the 
“ kingdom, the firft prince of the blood is neceflarily regent 
« during the king’s minority, Louis XIV. coidd not exclude 
“ the duke of Orleans from the regency without breaking 
« the law of fuccelTion, which no king of France could ven- 
« ture to infringe,’ 8cc. ** Therefore,’ replied the tzar, ‘ a 
« prince, who, by facrificing his health, and even frequently 
« expofing his life, had at length rendered his country re- 
« fpedable and formidable, would, according to your hypo- 
« thelis, be conflrained to fufter the fruits of his labours to 
« be deflroyed in the hands of a madman, provided he was 
« his neareft relation. I own I am not of your opinion. It is 
“ by no means, as it appears to me, fufficient, that a monarch 
^ 4 D a “ flwuld 
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aooK « Ihould exert himfelf to aggrandize his ftate, and to ren- 
der it flourifhing during his life; but he ought alfo by 
“ wife precautions to perpetuate its glory after his demife,* 
“ which can in no other manner be elfedtuated than by ap- 
“ pointing an heir who (hall be capable, not only to main- 
“ tain his acquifitions and preferve his eftablilhtuenls, but 
alfo to execute the reft of his defigns, were he even to 
“ fele<5l him from the croud of his fubjeds.* You,’ added he, 
“ ‘ would tax a prince with cruelty, who, in order to fave 
“ his ftate, which ought to be dearer to him than the blood 
“ in his veins, fliould attempt to alter the fucceflion of his 
“ blood ; and I, on the contrary, conceive it to be the greateft 
“ of all cruelties to facrifice the fafety of the ftate to the 
“ mere right of an eftablifhed fucceflGion. Let us fuppofe 
that the fucceflTor has not the qualities requillte for a fove- 
reign, a convent, and not a throne, is a proper afylum for 
“ weak princes. David, for example, had many fons, but, 
“ as he found not in the eldeft the qualities which a king of 
“ Ifrael ought to have pofleflTed, he chofe the youngeft for his 
“ fucceflTor : God himfelf approved the choice, inftead of 
“ blaming him for not paying any regard to pretenfions of 
“ primogeniture, which was neverthelefs highly refpedied by 
“ the Jews. If the gangrene (making me touch at the fame 
time the end of his thumb) attacks my finger, am I not 
“ obliged, not with ftanding it is part of my body, to cut it oflP, 

“ or Ihould I not be guilty of fuicide ?’ 

“ In Ihort, 1 now comprehend the caufe of the law lately 
“ introduced by the tzar, which adjudges all real eftates of a 
"“ family to one of the male children, but w'hich leaves to the 
“ father the abfolnte' power of appointing his heir without 
“ cohfidering the right of primogeniture ; and I am now 

“ convinced 
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** convinced that the tzar has in his own mind decreed the 
“ exclufion of his eldeft foil ; and that we fliall one day fee 
*** Alexey with his head (haven thruft into a monaftery, and 
“ obliged to pafs the remainder of his life in praying and 
** chanting hymns. Nov. 15, 1715.” 

The prophecy of this writer was afterwards fulfilled, 
though, inftead of being (hut up in a convent, the wretched 
prince expired in a prifon. The circumftances which oc- 
cafioned his exclufion and death are well known ; but as 
we have received them through the medium of his accu- 
fers, we ought to be very careful in giving credit to all the 
charges with which his memory has been ftigmatized. One 
fa<St * is incontrovertible, that his education was moft (hamc- 
fully neglected, and that he was a ftranger to the reftraints 
neceflary at his age, until the time of introducing proper ha- 
bitudes had almofi: elapfetl. He was committed to the care 
of women, and to the inftru 6 tion of the Rufiian prielts, the 
loweft and moll ignorant of men, who inllillcd into him alt 
the prejudices ot their religion, and were continually inveigh- 
ing againft his father for the abolition of many barbarous 
cuiloms, which they had long confidered with a reveicntial 
awe. Nor was he releafed from this wretched fpecics of 
tuition before the eleventh year of bis age, when Baron I luy- 
fen a man of great merit and ability, was appointed his go- 
vernor. Under this judfcious inftruaor he (eems to have 
made no inconfiderablc'progrcfs, and his early 
might have gradually worn away; if prince Men /ikot had 

„of contrived to remove from him the only who wm 

likely to inftill into him proiier principles ot aaion, ai 
taken upon bimfelf the faperintendcnce ol his education. 

. s„ 11» !■ ™ --.cl. alcxol P.w-'. » P"'- 

p. «9S* But 
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But ^ that prioce ♦ fcarcely ever faw hUn, and placed about 
/ i him the moft improper perfons, he feeing to have intention- 
^ly given a full fcope to his vicious inclinations, and to have* 
abandoned him to tho company of the loweft wretches, by 
whom he was encouraged to continual ebriety, and to every 
kind of the loweft excels : yet this deligning minifter art- 
fully extorted from the tzarovitch, in prifon,a,confeffion that 
he was the only perfon who had taken any care of his edu- 
cation +. 

It appears, from feveral fails, that Peter had conceived a 
very early prejudice again!! his fpn ; and infpired him with fuch 
terror, that, in order to avoid -drawing before his father, the 
young prince once difcharged a piftol againft his right hand. 
All perfons, however, join in condemning the imprudence and 
obftinacy of Alexey, which feepi to have warped his judge- 
ment, and, at times, to have tranfported him to a degree of 
infanity. Bruce, who knew him well, gives the following 
account of his perfon and manners ; and, as he was not pre- 
judiced againft him,' his teftimony muft be efteemed more 
valid than all the laboured accufations of his enemies. 

‘‘The czarowitz arrived in Mofc^w'thU winter (1714) where I faw him for the firll 
“ time. He kept a mean Finlandifli girl for his miftrefs. I went often with the general 
“ to wait on him ; and he came frequently to the general’s hoiife, attended by very 
“ mean and low perfons. He was very flovenly in his drefs ; his perfon was tall, well 
“ made, of a brown complexion, black hair and eyes, of a Hern countenance, and ftrong 

♦ “ voice. 

* Buf. H. M, p, 196. “ & le plus outrageant? Si on le contraig- 

t L’F.vefque makes tlie following jufl “ nit a jouer le favori de Pierre, I’ami de 
rcfleflions upon this unaccountable circuni- “ Catharine, ne peut-on pas lui avoir dilute 
llance. “ Croira-t*on qu’il ak fait fincc- “ de mcme tout ce qu’on voulaic lui faire 
“ rement & de lui-mcme Icloge des foins “ dire ?” Hid. de Ruffie, tom IV. p. 442. 
“ que Menchikof avait pris de fon ediica- This coniedhire is greatly ftrengtl;ened 
M tion ; lorfqu’on fait d’ailleurs que Men- by confidcring that the eulogium of pTince 
chikof approchait de lui tout au plus Menzikof was obtained from Alexey in 
“ trois ou quatre fois par an, & ne lui paf^ prifon by Toldok fhe creature of Menzikof, 
lait qu’ avec le tondu mepris Ic plus dur 
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voice. He frequently did me the honour to talk with me in Gcrnitn, being fully CHAP, 
mafter ofthat language; he was adored by the populace, but little rtfpeaedby the ^111. 
fuperior ranks, for whom he never ftiewcd the Icall regard ; he was always furrounded' ’ 

•• by a. number of debauched ignorant priclls, and other mean perfons of bad character, 
in whofe company he always refle^td on hisfather^s condii^f for abolifliingthc antient 
** cuftqpis of the country, declaring, that lu foon as he came to fuccccd, he fliould fOon 
reftore Riiffia to its former flatc ; and threatening to dcllroy, without referve, all his 
“ father’s favourites. This he did I'o often, and with fo little referve, that it could not 
mifs reaching the emperor’s cars ; and it* was generally thought he now laid the foun- 
dation of that ruin hiiafterw'ards met with.” • 

And again, “ it was very remarkable, that the prince never appeared at any of the 
“ publick meetings, w^hen his majedy was attended by all perfons of quality and rank, 
fuch as birth-days, celebrating of vi^lorics, launching of fliips, &c. General Bruce, 
who lived next door to the prince, had orders always to give the prince notice the day 
before of fuch publick days or meetings, and I had the honour to carry and deliver 
the rneffage ; but his highnefs, to avoid appearing in publick, cither took pliyfic k or 
let blood, always making his exciifc, that he could pot attend fur want of heulih ; 
when, at the fame time, it was notorioiifly known tint he got drunk in very bad cum- 
** pany, when he iifecl coiid intly to condemn all his father’s ai^tioas 

Being inflamed by continual drunkennefs,aiKl worn out by 
a feries of perfccutions, he was driven to a ftate of defpera- 
tion, and at length, in the year 1716, fuddenly renouncing 
his right of fucceffion in favour of Peter’s fon by Catharine, 
he demanded permiflion to retire into a convent. But, 
foon afterwards adopting the advice of his principal ad- 
herents, he made his efcape to Vienna, where he j)ut him- 
lelf under the protedfion of Charles VI. That emperor, 
in order to flielter him from the refentment of his father, 
fent him firft to Inlpruck in the Tyrol, and afterwards 
removed him, for ftill greater feenrity, to the caftle of 
Sr. Elmo af Naples. Being fecretly betrayed by his Fin- 
landilh miftrefs, whom he is reported to have married, and 
influenced by the moft folemn promifes of perfea forgive- 
nefs, he was prevailerd upon, by the emilfaries of his father, 
to return to Mofeow. Having there folemnly renounced all 

^ Bruce’s Memoirs, p. ioqZl la;. 

right 
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B^K right of fucceffion to the crown, he was conveyed to Peterf- 
— burgh, thrown into the fortrefs, tried by a fele<St committee, 
and condemned to fuffer death. The aiits of his procels and 
condemnation are well known^ being put fortli by order of 
the emperor, and are to be found in feveral publications 
Whatever prejudices we may have entertained againft 
Alexey, we cannot perufe the-trial without being (hocked at 
the cruel and unjuft mode with which i#was condudted : 
when his mcrcilefs profeeutors eagerly laid Hold of every 
advantage which was afforded by his youth and (implicity ; 
when his Finlandilh miftrefs, who was afterwards peafioned 
for her atteftations, depofed every angry expreflion againft 
his father which (he ever recolleded to have fallen from 
him in the moft unguarded moments ; when not only his 
words and adlions were brought to witnefs againft him, but 
his very thoughts were fcrutinized, and his own confeflion t 

Mottley, vol. If, And more cirenm- “ education, mais qu’il nc poiivait 6tre 
flantially in Perry, vol. II, criraijicl.” 

t ** On remarque, que dans ce proces on And again, “ Mars qiic fcrait-ce, fi ce« 
“ fuivait les formlfa infidieufes de I’inqiiifi- ** aveuxles plus forts Ini avaient cte didles, 

** tion. C’ctait h Tacculc h chercher labo- “ arraches, cxtorqiies } li Pon avait mis a 
•• rieufement fes fautes, a faire dcs efforts “ profit fa timidite, fa faiblefle, pour Ic 
“ de memoire pour les aggraver. Son in- *♦ f^orccr, k fe montrer-plus coupable qu’il 
noccnce dependait de fe declarer, de fe “ nc Petait en effet ? Si, chaque jour clcs 
“ prouver crimincl. Un oubli, unc reti- mauvaistraitcraentsnouvcauxfatigiiaient, 
cence innocenteou mcrnelouable devenait “ domtaient fa patience, & Pobligeaient ii 
“ un crime. On plut6t, epic, prefle, fur- ** faire les aveux qu’on exigeait de lui? It 
“ pris dc tons cot^s, il nc pouvait eviterfa “ Pon employait mdme Ics tortures pour 
“ condemnation. S’il taifait fes fautes, fon “ vainire fa rcfiftance ? fifes cris & le bruir 
** filence le rendait coupable : S’il les de- “ des cqnps qiPil recevait 6taient cnteiidus 
voilait, il ^tait conyaincu par fon aveu.’’ “ par un prifonnier ^ui etait en meme 
L’Kvelqiic, vol, iV. p. 437. “ temps dans la forterefle, U qui a devoile 

The reader, Iflatter myfelf, will not be depiiis cct odieiix fccret ? file tzarliii 
dKpleafcd at my introducing to his acquaint- “ mcme etait le fpct^atcur & peut-etre Ic 
ance Inch fpirited pafl'ages as the one juft “ miniftre dcs tounnenfs de fon fils ? On 
quoted, and the following upon the depo- “ nc peut s’empether^ de rapportcr cette 
fition of the tzarovitch. “ tradition 4 mais elle afflige Phumapit 6 

“ La fimplicir^ enfantine de toute ccftc “ qui fe plait h la revoqiier en dout^ ; elle 
“ derniere declaration eft prccieufc ; Elle fcmblc en mcme temps choquer la vrai- 
“ prouve que le tzarevitch pouvait avoir ** femblancc.’* lb. p. 440, 441. 

** les vices & la groflicrete d’une mauvaife 
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extorted from him in prifon employed to convift him. In- 
deed many of his own depolitions, which tended moft to cri — 
minate him, by difeovering intentions of rebellion, were not 
openly acknowledged, but only figned by him in prifon ; 
and a fignal difference is remarkable between his confeflions 
during his firft examination at Mofeow, which was more 
publick, and thofe made at Peterfburgh, when his trial was 
chiefly carried on in private before Peter and his immediate 
confidents ; circumftances which feem to prove the inflidlion 
of torture. 

With refpeft to the circumftances of Alexey’s death, there 
are two prevailing opinions ; one, advanced in the manifeflo 
of Peter, that he was feized with an apopleflick fit, and died 
of convulfions, occalioned by the violent paffions of hi< 
mind and the terrors of death ; and the other, that he was 
fecretly executed in prifon. And the latter of thefe feeras 
moft entitled to belief, notwithftanding the aflertions of 
Peter, and the apology of his panegyrifts, particularly of 
Voltaire who has fupported his innocence with the moft 


plaufible arguments. 

Of all the accounts of his death, that given by Eufehing 
feems to be the moft probable and authentick. This author 
pofitively airerts,that he was beheaded by order of his father, 
and that marfhal Weyde was the perfbn who jierformcd the 
office of executioner. Hd received the intelligence from a 
lady at Peterfburgh, named Cramer, who was in high con- 
fidence both with Peter and Catharine, and who was em- 
ployed in fewing the prince’s head to his body previous to 
its lying in ftatQ. During my ftay at Peterfburgh I was at 
fome pains to authenticite this faft, but I found it extremely 
^fficult to obtain any pofitive information upon fo fecrct a 


» Buf. Hif. Mag. vol. III. p. a»4. 
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tranfatftion. 
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BOOK trania(5liDn. The moft material circumftances I could collect 
« — ^^were communicated to me by an intimate acquaintance of 
the above-mentioned lady ; he aflured me that he' had fre- 
quently attempted to converfe with her upon the death of 
Alexey, but had always found her extremely av§rfe to hold 
any difcourfe upon the fubjedl ; Ihe feemed exceedingly 
fliocked whenever this topick was introduced ; and 
nothing could be further extorted from her^ than that 
ihe was the perfon who prej5ared the body for the ceremony 
of its lying in ftate. This unwillingnefs of the lady to enter 
upon the fubjedt, together witk her declaration that flie pre- 
pared the body, fecms to add a great degree of confirmation 
to the account of Bnfehing ; and it is not improbable, from 
the confidential intercourfe whidh fubfifted between them, 
that ihe might, on fome particular occafion, have difclofed 
to him a ftate-fecret of fuch moment, which, excepting in 
this fingle inftance, ihe invariably concealed. 

Art additional proof, in favour of the authenticity of this 
fadl, I lately received from an EngHfh gentleman, on whofe 
veracity the publick may rely. That gentleman aflured me, 
that he had been informed by prince Cantemir’s fecretary, 
with whom he was intimately acquainted abroad, that Alexey 
was beheaded in prifon. As prince Cantemir was in high 
favour with Peter, the intelligence of his^ confidential fecre- 
fary muft carry with it great weight. 

This fadt appears fo well attefted, that many of the Ger- 
man hiftdrians, who have written upon Ruffia, have adopted 
.it without referve ; and, in leveral genealogical tables of the 
Imperial family, Alexey is put down as beheaded. A paflage, 
however, in Bruce’s Memoirs, feems at firft fight to invali- 
date this concurrent evidence, and to provo that he was 

poifoned,. 
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poifoned. This paflage is too curious not to be introduced 
tt ^ the reader. , 

“The trial* was begun the 25th of June, and continiicd to the 6ih of July, when 
this fupremc court, with unanimous confent, palTcd fcntence of deatli upon the prince, 

“ but left the manner of it to his majefl>^s determination : the prince was brought bc- 
“ fore the court, his fcntence was read to him, and he was rc-conveyed to the fortrefs. 
“ On the next day, his majelfy, attended by all the fenators and biGtops, with fcvcral 
others of high rank, went to the fort, and entered the apartments where the tzarovitch 
“ was kept prifoucr. Some little time thereafter, marftial Weyde came out, aiul ordered 
“ me to go to Mr. Bear’s the driiggid, whofe fliop was hard-hy, and tell him to make 
“ the potion ftrong which he had befpoke, as the prince was then very ill ; when I deli- 
“ vered this meflage to Mr. Bear, he turned quite pale, and fell a ftuking and trembling, 

“ and appeared in the utmofl confufion ; which furprized me fo much, that I alkcd him 
what was the matter with him, but he was unable to return me any anfwcr ; in the 
“ mean time the marflial himfelf came in, much in the fame condition with the drug- 
“ gift, faying, he ought to have been more expeditious, as the prince was very ill of an 
apople«ftick fit ; upon this the dniggift delivered him a filver cup with a cover, which 
“ the marflial himfelf carried into the prince’s apartment, ftaggering all the way as he 
“ went like <mc drunk. About half an hour after, the czar, with all his attendants, 

** withdrew, with very difmal countciiancci ; and when they went, the marflial (irdcred 
“ me to attend at the prince’s apartment, and, in cafe of any alteration, to inform him 
“ immediately thereof. There were at that time two phyficians and two furgeons in 
“ w^aiting, with whpm, and the officer on guard, I dined on what had been drefled for the 
“ prince’s dinner. The phyficians were called in immediately after to attend the prince, 

“ who was ftruggling out of one convulfion into another, and, after great agonies, 

“ expired at five o’clock in the afternoon. Iwent diredly to inform the marflial, and he 
“ went that moment to acquaint his rnajefty, who ordered the corpfe to be cmbowcllcd, 

“ after which it was hid in a coffin, covered with black velvet, and a pall of rich gold 
“ tilfue fpread over it ; it was then carried out of the fort to the church of the Holy 
“ Trinity, where the corpfe lay inflate till the nth in the evening, when it was carried 
“ back to the fort, and dcpofitedjn the royal burying vault, next the coffin of theprin- 
cefs his late confort ; on which occalion the czar and czarina, and the chief of the 
« nobility, followed in pi-occifion. V.iwous were the reports thnt wcr. fpread conccru- 
» ing his death : it was given ont publickly, that on Itenring his fentcnce of death pro- 
“ nounced, the dread thereof threw him into an apopleftick fit, of which he died ; vfty 
K few belier.<ed he died a natural death, lut it was dangerous for people to /peak as they thoue^ht. 

M The minifters of the emperSr, and the Hates of Holland, were forbid the eom t for 
fpeaking their minds too freely on this occafion, and, upon eomplaint aga.nit tl.e,.,, 

were both recalled.” 

* Bruce’s Memoirs, p. 

4 E a 
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From this account it appears that the prince was ftill 
alive when Peter, with the nobles and bilhops, remained in 
the fortrefs, and that* he died in the interval between their* 
departure and the afternoon : .but it by no means follows, 
even from this ftate of the cafe, that the tzarovitch was poi- 
foned. For, can we fupix>fe that Peter would order a dofe 
of poifon to be prepared for his fon at a chymift’slliop, and 
that marfliall VVeyde would openly fend for it without the 
leaft myftery. May we not rather infer that the potion was 
moft probably a medicine ilmilar to thofe which had been 
already preferibed for the prince, who had for feme time 
been extremely indifpofed. The fright of the chymift 
might 2 )roceed fmm his delivering a medicine for the tzaro- 
vitch, who was faid to be in the agonies of death ; as, in a 
defpotick country, and under fuch a fevereign as Peter, his 
own fafety might be involved in the event of this cataftrophe. 
The agitation of marlhal Weyde will be ftill more ealily and 
fatisfadtorily accounted for, if, according to Bufching, he was 
preparing to perform, or had already performe'd, the exe- 
cution. 

The principal circumftance which feems to contradidl the 
opinion that he was beheaded, is, that if Bruce’s narrative is 
to be depended upon, the prince, w'hen he fell afterwards 
into repeated convulfions, was vilited by the phyficians ; 
and yet, if Bufehing’s account can be^relied on, he muft have 
been already beheaded", as marlhal Weyde, according to 
Bruce, had finally quitted the fortrefs. But it is poflible that 
the phyficians, although ordered to attend upon the prince, 
might be prevented from feeing him ; it is poflible that 
marthal Weyde may have fecretly returned to the fortrefs 
without the knowledge of colonel Bruce ; it is poffible that 
Bruce himfelf, as being an intimate friend of marlhal Weyde, 

might 
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might have been entrufted with the fecret, but was unwill- 
mg to record, m his Memoirs, fo horrid a catailrophe, winch 
Vas totally repugnant to the manifefto of the emperor: 
and indeed it plainly appears from his narrative, that he 
knew more than he chofe to difcover. 

When the fecret execution of the heir apparent of a 
defpotick empire becomes the fubjedt of inquiry, it mult 
always be difficult to afcertain the truth ; and it would be 
unreafonable to expedt that no contradidlory circumltances 
fhould occur in the different relations of fuch a myfterious 
tranfadlion, when, even in the moll common occurrences, no 
two perfons would relate the fame event precifely in the 
fame manner. 

Catharine is not free from fufpicion of being concerned 
in this horrid affair, as well becaufe her fon by Peter was de- 
clared fucceffor, as becaufe Tolftoi, to whom the manage- 
ment of the procefs and the private examination of Alexey 
were chiefly entrufted, was well known to be a creature of 
Menzikof, whofe interefts were clofely connedted with thofe 
of the emprefs. But this accufation of Catharine could 
be only a mere furmife, and her interference, if flic really 
interfered, muft have b?en condudled in fo fecret a man- 
ner, as not to have been difeovered. Peter himfelf ex- 
culpated her ; openly teftifying •^, that flie interceded for 
his fon’s life, and recyaefted, that, inftead of being put 
to death, he might be confined in a convent. Not to 
mention that fuch proceedings militate ftrongly againft 
the well-known humanity of Catharine ; there w'as no 
occafion to irritate the favage temper of Peter, too much 
inclined to inflidt 'the feverert puniffiment upon his 

' BalTcwitz. 

fon. 
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BOOK fon, who had threatened to overturn all his plans of re- 
i formation, and to deftroy, in a moment, that vaft fabrick of 
glory and power which he had -employed many years in' 
ereding. The monarch who could himfelf attend the in- 
flidion of torture, who had occafionally performed the office 
of executioner, and who had even ordered the -firft partner 
of his bed to be fcourged, would not require any incitement 
to command the execution of that fon, whom he had 
publickly treated with the moft inhuman ferocity. 

' The following note, written with Peter’s own hand to 
count Romanzo^ who, in conjundion with count Tolftoi, 
brought the unfortunate Alexey from Naples, will ferve to 
dilplay the infle||ible fpirit of that monarch, who forgot the 
feelings of a father in his anxiety for the publick good. 
“ 1 grant you the ranks of major-general and lieutenant- 
-general, and the eftates of Alexander Kikin and Kuril 

- Matulkin*, in confideration of the lignal fervice which 

- you have juft conferred, not only upon me, but, what is 
“ more, upon your country, in bringing back him, who by 
“ birth is my fon, and, by his adions, the enemy of Iris fa- 

- ther and of his country t.” 

The wife of Alel^ey, Charlotte Chriftina Sophia, whofe 
fate has already been briefly related, was daughter of Louis 
Rhodolph of Rrunfwick-Blankenburgh, and After of Eliza- 
beth Chriftina, cbnfort of the eihprefs Charles VL She 
was born on the 29th of Auguft, 1694, efpoufed, on the 
25th of Odober, 1711, at Torgau, the tzarovitch Alexey, 

* Two of Alexey’s unfortunate adhc- f This note, which has not yet appeared 
rents, who, with many others, were exe- in print, was communicated to me by a 
nutcd upon this occafion. Ruffian noWcman, who favoured me with 

a tranilation from the original, 

ani 
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and in July of theenfuing year made her entrance into Pc- 
terfburgh^^ 

Although this amiable princefs feems to have been the 
choice of Alexey, who faw her at her father’s court, yet lie 
always treated her with the utmoft negleil ; and gave up his 
whole time and attention m his favourite millrcl's Euphro- 
fyne, a Findlandifli girl of the lowell: extraction. It docs 
not, indeed, appear, that the prince treated her in that in- 
human manner as is reported by Ibme writers, namely, that 
he frequently ftruck her ; for even if he had been’ fuffici- 
ently brutal as to have been inclined to fuch a conduCt, he 
would have been reftrained by his appreheniions of his fa- 
ther, who, as well as Catharine, always exprefled the flrongcft 
companion for her wretched fituation, and (liowed her con- 
ftant proofs of his affection and regard. Her hufband’s un- 
conquerable antipathy feems to have been chiefly derived 
from his fufpicions that flie lodged complaints againft him 
to the emperor, who frequently and roughly cxpollulutcd 
with him on this inltance of his ill-condu61. Unfoitunateiy 
her domeflick uncafinefs was increafed by Juliana j)iinccfs 
of Eaft-Friefsland, who accompanied her into Rullia, to 
whom flic ufed to unbofom her grief and anxiety, and who 
imprudently fanned the flame inftcad of endeavouring to 

quench it. 

The fruits of this* ill-aflbrted union were Natalia, who 
was born at PeterflAirgh in I7i4» Molcow 

in ; and a prince, afterwards the emperor Peter IK 

who was brought into the world on the a3<> “f oaol.er, 


1715- 


* This aocotint of the prlnccfs is chicly « chen Kro, 
taheit ftoo. Millie's “ Von tier Prince^ X\ . 1-. ^34. 
“ von Wolfciibipcttcl als ver Mahltcn nilfil- 


< chen KronprincefTin.” in I'l* 
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A few days after the prince’s birrii, the, confeqncoces of her 
— ^delivery, and the melancholy which had long pneyed upon 
her frame, hurried her prematurely to the grave, and Ihe ex- \ 
pired on the 2d of November, in the 21ft year of her age. 
The approach of her death was affecting to all but her huf- 
band and herfelf; and her fpirit had been fo fubdued by af- 
flidlion, that ftie confidensd her difiblution as a welconje re- 
leafe from all her fufferings. ImprelTed with this fentiment, 
file faid to her phyfidans, “ Do not torment me any more, 

for I will live no longer 

On the day which preceded her deceafe, Ihe thdated the 
following petition to Peter the Great, which may be confi- 
■dered as her will. 

“ The moft humble and laft .ehtreaties from the under- 

written to his imperial majefty. 

I. “ Elis Imperial majefty will order my funeral aS he 
** fhall think proper. I could wifl), neverthelefs, that my 

body may be buried in a place where it mayTemain un- 
“ difturbed until the fecond coming of our Saviour, 

II. “ Both my beloved children I recommend to the care 
“ and afFeilion of his imperial majefty, my gracious father- 
“ in-law, that they may be educated according to their birth 
“ and ftation. 

III. I leave my jewels and other valuable things in gold 
« and filvef to my children; and a'*reafonable part of my 
" clothes and linen to my coufin the jjrinceft of Eaft-Friefs- 
“ land. 

IV. “I befeech his imperial majefty gracioufly to permit 

thofe perfons who accompanied me hither to return, and 

“ to defray the expence of their journey, 

Bruccf’s Mcmoirsip, 

V. « On ' 
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5 - “ On account of thedearnefs of this place, and becaufc chap. 
“ my lervants were Grangers, 1 have contradfed foine debts, 

“ which I iutrcat his imperial majefty to difcharge, that I 
may he remembered with honour, and that no .unworthy 
“ reports may be circulated after my death. The fums, 

“ whu h the crown will fave by my deceafc, may be em- 
ployed in difeharging thefe debts, lince it is God’s will that 
“ I depart from this w'orld fo prematurely and unexiicdledly. 

6. “ My unforefeen and untimely death is alfo the caufe 
“ of my being unable to rccomj[x;nce my <lomefticks, who 
“ had the care of regulating my expcnces ; and as 1 am per- 
“ fedlly fatislied that my fecretaries Cluver and John Cle- 
ment, who had charge of. my difburfehients, have ferved 
“ me with fidelity and Kofiour, I humbly erjtrcat that their 
‘‘ accounts, which have receipts, may be palled, and that the 
“ other expenditures may be admitted u{x>n their oath, 

“ I repofc fuch confidence in his imperial ‘majefiy, that I 
“ truft he will not rejedl this my lull reqiicft, more jianicu- 
“ larly when I refledl: on the repeated inftanccs which 1 have 
“ experienced of his paternal tendernefs and afieiflion. 

“ I have this alfo to add, that my death is not fo grievous 
“ to me, but that I am much concerned to leave this world at 
a time \vhen his imperial majefty is indifpofdd ; a cirtaim- 
« ftance which has prevented me from thanking him in irer- 
« foil for the frequent proofs I have received of his kind- 
“ nefs and regard. May the Almighty be his aid and pro- 
« teftor ; and m^y he add thofe years to his life which arc 
“ taken from mine; which I likcwile laithfully, and with 
“ my whole heart, implore for her majefty the emprefs ; 

“ and, after returning my acknowledgements due to thenv 
« for the repeated inftances of their love and goodneis, 1 cx- 
« pire, the moft humble and moft obedient daughter of botli 
their majeftics, Ch.arlotte Chris i ina Sophia 

“ St. Peteifburgh, 0^1. J*. Nov. i, N. 8. J7*5' 

» Muller iu Biif. XV, p. 237 . 


VOL. I. 


It 



5S6 t r a y E L S ;I N T O R U% S I a. 

BOOK It ig a fufficient proof of the bad terms in which the prin- 
L . / i Pfifs lived with her hulband, that flie had not once mentioned 
his name, unwilling, perhaps, to difturb her laft moments 
with any diftreffing reflections. Her ardent defire to fee the \ 
emperor before (he expired, wm gratified. -Peter, who was at 
Schluflelburgh at the time of her delivery, had fet off upon 
the firft news of that intelligence for Peterfburgh ; but, upon 
his arrival in the capital, .was feized with a fudden. illnefs, 
which confined him to his’chamber. Upon perufing, how- 
ever, the affectionate expreflions of her attachment, he was 
placed upon a machine rolling iipop wheels, and thus con- 
veyed to her apartmept. Their interview was awful : flie took 
leave of him in the moft moving language and afFeCting 
manner, recommending her childieil to his care, and her fer- 
vants to his. protection; and r^eived front him every con- 
folation which hec fituationr would admit,, and the Itrongeft 
aflurances that ’all her wiflies fliould be fulfilled. • She then 
embraced her children, and, having bedewed them with 
tears; delivered them into the hands of her hufband, 
whom decency obliged to be prefent at this tender fcene. 
After having fuffejred the moft.aoute pains, and ftruggkd 
with fucceeding agonies, flae expired at midnight s'®. 

She died a member of the Lutheran religion, which Ihe 
had in vain been folicited to renounce ; and nothing conveys 
a ftronger proof of the high efteem in which (he was field by 
the emperor, than that, although Ihfi had hot embraced the 
Greek perfuafion, her remains were interred in a Ruffian 
church : they were depofited on .the 8 th of November itl 
the cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul, with all the funeral 
honours due to her .exalted ftation. 

* Miller and Brificc, 

c I have 
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1 have been thus particular in relating the principal cir> 

cUmftances which attended the death of this princefs, not < 

only becaufe her fate is interefting to every feeling mind, but 
alfo becaufe a few years ago there appeared in France the 
following extraordinary aedbunt of this princefs. Soon after 
her delivery, as the emperor happened to be abfent from Pe- 
terfburgh, Ihe perfuaded fome of her attendants to circulate 
a report of her death ; and her hufband, who had paid no at- 
tention to her during her illnefs, ordered her to be buried 
without delay : a piece of wood was fubftituted in the place 
of the body, and interred in the cathedral ; and the princefs 
made her efcape into France. Apprehenlive of being there 
difeovered, fhe embarked for Louiliana, where flae mart icil 
a French ferjeant, who had formerly been at Peterfburgh, to 
whom (lie bore a daughter. In 1752 flie came with her 
hufband to Paris, was difeovered as flie was walking in the 
Thuillcrics ’by marfltal Saxe, who promifed fccfecy, and 
procured a commiffion for her hufl)and in the lllc of Bouig- 
bon. Having loft her hufband and child, flte, in 1754* re- 
turned to Paris with a negro woman. The bills upon the 
Eaft India Company, which flie brought in her hufband’s 
name, being refufed becaufe fhe could not prove her felf to 
be his wife, a gentleman, whom flie had known in the Ifte 
of Bourbon, offered his affiftance, which flic declined. S 
confeffed, it is faid, to this gentleman her real charaftcr; and 
from him the author/of the account pretends to have rc- 
ceW^d thefe anecdotes ; adding, that fhe loon aftcrwiuds 
clifanlared, and was fuppofed to have retired to the court o 
her nephew the duke of Brunfwick. In this wonderful 
thp kiiuf of France is allb faid to have priv.itely 
„„r«.ve the tag W evea ,o have cnjoh.cd ,he govfr„or 

of thrifle of B0«rb<.n to ,»y her thole honours tvhuh ,vcrc 
tX her rank, h h atWed that the fame monarch. nr_^a 

4 F 2 
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letter written with his own hand, communicated this clilco- 
* — ^ very to the emprefs of Germany (then queen of Ilungary),. 
who thanked the king for his int^ligence, an4 immediately 
wrote to the fuppofcd princefs, as- to her aunt advilfed her 
to quit her hufband and child, whorii the king of France had 
promifedto provide for, and invited her ta Vienna. 

Although I had little realbn to give credit to an anony- 
mous author, and the whole ftory carries with it the air of 
fT<Slion, I yet made iwhe fuhjeft of my relearches. I found, 
upon inquiry, that the circutnftances, of her death were 
liich as could not be doubted, and accorded with the ac- 
counts which L have ISefqre related ; and I was, moreover, 
inforrned by aJRuflian hoUlem;ah of high diftiiKStion, that 
his mother attended the princefs iri he# illnels j that Ihe was 
a witnefs to her laft momehtf, and faw hdffelf the corpfe 
laid in ftate, wheqsperfons pf all -ranks #ere admitted to 
kifs the hand df the deceafed 

. * In L’Everq«e*8 Hiftory of Ruffia there Itite contradiction to the moft undoubted 
is an ample detail of the rife and progrefs fa<?ls j fuch as that (he wal affifted in her 
of this anecdote of prtncefs% cftaj^‘'arfd cfcapl^^ tfy the eotmtefs of Koningfmark^ 
advcnturlia. It its appearance in whcii there was no lady of that name about 

tlicher*s continuatidliof ilic AbW Marcy’s her perftSi, or at Petcrlburgh ; that the 
Hifloirc Moderne; aftenvards in body of the princefs was intciTcd almoft at 

Noiiveaux Voyage dans, rAmcrique Septen^ * the infivant of her deceafe, aod without any 
trionale ; and lately \^’as revived in Pieces ^neral’ honours j that Peter I, was not at 
intereflantes ct pen cotinues, pourfervir Peterfburglv tvhen ilie died ; that fiic was 
“ i\ I’Hiftoirc in which, as an additional brought tobed before her time of a prin- 
authority, it is qualified as an extra^l found cdfs, with; riiAny other fimilar alTertions, 
among the papers of the late Duclos, fccrc- which fd^rcely deferve any ferious refiita- 
tary of the Royal Xcademy artd' Hifiorfo- tidn. Tie reader, who is defirous of fur- 
grapher of France, The anecdote, like all thcr information upon the fubje«ft, is referred 
other llofics which are improved in their to VEvefque Hiftoire de Ruflie, Tom. IV, 
progrefs, is drelTed in fomewhat different Jp* 3^9 > and to the latter part of 
iliapes : in one the name of theh||iband is ; Muller’s account, Von der PrincefTcn von 
d'Auban, in the othe> Moldack ; in one Ihe Wolfenbuttel in Bvif. Hill. Mag. XV. p. 
marries a third time, and again becomes a 239 to 241.— An extract alfo of the prin- 
widow f the circumftances of her efcape are cipal circumfknces of thi? llopy is given ijn 
alfb varioufly related, and in all with the the Gentleman’s Magazine, and from thence 
moft evident marks of falfehood, and ablo- is inferted in the Annual Regiller for 1776W 
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a vuls. Svo. from 1752:0 1764. S. R.G, 
4 G W. Itc, 
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M, Ircr in Mok '. i;ini Lil'cri Hiifonis clc i\T;»y- 

1 1 i't rs’;, (Vv!. MiO MDCLXl. M 
M. Account of Dtr.riiiii !s, as \{ was in ilic ye. a* 
1^92, by 1.011.1 Mclttwr.i'ih, 17?^. 

MoieiVvi-iIi. 

M. A.de la Moiravc’s Tja\Tls tlinau-Jl Eu- 
loyc, Aiw, aviil into ]\iit of Afiica. 
] ! 1 . Vol. l''ol. Mntravy's Tiavth. 

M, Milrcm’s Brioi ififtriy or Mofcovia. 

M. Maiiliein’s Mcmoiis of Rullla, IlUlorical, 
Politiral, fjoin 17:7 to 174.5^ 

piintcd in 1770. « Manftein. 

M, Ebauchc poor donncr unc idee de la Forme 
dc Oouvenicmcnt dfc i'Empirc dc Ruffle. 
Uy Count Munich. , Kbauclic. 
M. Eilat dc I’Empire dc Ruffic ct Grande Dudil6 
de Mofcovic, avee ce qui s’y eft pafle dc 
plus memorable ct tr'agique, pendant Jc 
regne dc qiiatre Empemuis : a fifavoir 
depuis I’an is^o, jufques cn Fan i6t)6.cn 
Stpteinbrc. Par Ic Capitaiuc Maij^ertt 
Paris 1669. Margaret. 

M, JohannU MflTcmi Scondiallluftrau. 

Mcff. Scon. IJl. 

M. Hiftoite dc Diuancnitrc, par Mallet/ 3 vols. 

4to, 175B— 1777, Mallet. 

(). Orichovii Amirdes. Oridioviiis. 

0 . 'Voyage dc rciie tt dc Mofcovic par Adam 

Olearius. ' Olenrius. 

P, IMarniora Danica Sele6liora, kc, abKiico 
PontoppHlano, t vol. Fol. 1739—1741. 

P. Journal of Si. Petti (burgh, 1776 to 17^1. 

Jour. St. Fct. 

This periodical publication in the Ger- 
man tongue contains many curious dif- 
quifitions on the hiftory of Ruffia, and 
particularly fcvcral by the celebrated 
Muller, 

P. P. S. Pallas Rjcife durch Vcrfchiedenc Picn 
vinaen dcs Rtlffifchen Reiches, III, Parts, 
V. Vol. 4to, i77x>-i 776. Pallas Reii'et. 
P. Joh. Pcrialkiold Monumenta Sucoptiuca, 
Uplandiae partem primara ThiUndiam 
continens. FoL Periuft 

Monumenta Ullcrakercnfia— cum Upfalia 
Nova illuftrata. FoJ. 1719.— Perinlkiold 
Upfala Nova. 

1. Paftorii Florus Polonicus, 1679* Florus Pol, 


R. Ro'j^cm's Lettres (ur Ic D.innnnaiT, 2 Voir, » 
Svo. i764~i 7(>^. Leitres fur Ic Damie- 
man:. 

R. ^cenunr of Sweden^ as it was in the year 

if'f-J.S, :fy Ihfhop 'wbinfon, 

S. ‘ A IliftoiA of rhe late Ri \oUiii.»tT in Sweden,,. _ 

tVc. by Cliailes Francis Sheridan, Kfn; 
Seerer nv to rlio Jliitifh Envoy in Sweden 
at the Timc.of the late Rcrolution. 

Sheridan, 

S; &nrnicius— Annak’s Pblonici. Sarnilki. 

S. Sehloetzer’s Beylagcn zum Nueveraendartes 
Rufsiand, publilhed under the fi^litioiis 
name of llnygold, 2 Vol, 1769— 1770. 

Haygold,ot Haygwld’sBcylagcn. 
.fVchlt^ctzer’s Ih iefwec hft I . 

9 . Probe Rufilfcher Anmilcn von Aiiguft Lud- 
wig Schloct2Cr, 6 VO. 176S.: 

Schloctzcr^s Probe, 

S.' Schmidt's Rufllfche Gefthichte, 2 vol. 

Schmidt Rufs, Gef. 
Beytragc 7.U Kcntniils dcr Staatfverfaf- 
fung von Kiifsland, 1772. 

• Schmidt’s Bcytrage. 
Material icn zu der Ruffifchen Gcichichtc 
feit dem Tode dcs Peter dcs Gioffcn, 
Part I ft. Schmidt Material icU. 

S, Gcfchichte Daennemarks, &c. Aufdem 
Dacnifehen ueberfetH von Peter Fried- 
rick Suhm^ t777.' 

S. Die erfle und wichtigftc Aufftand der Stre- 
litzcn in Molkau im j. 16S2, in May 
Aus dem Ruffifchen des Staatraths Alex- 
ander Sumorokow, 1772. Simiorokof. 
V. Voltaire’s lliftoire dc I’Empirc dc Riiliie. 
Fliftoirc de Charles XII. Roi de Suedo. 

V, Letters from a Lady (Mixii Vigor) wdio rc- 

fided fomc years in Ruifia to her Friend 
in England, 1775. Letters from Ruffia. 

W. Wraxall’s Tour through the Northern Parte. 

of Europe, &c. 1776. Wraxall’s Tour. 
W. Weber's Vcrandcitcs Ruifland, 1739. * 744 * 

Webe)-. 

W. Danicoroim Monumentornm Libri fex, 
ab Olao Wormio. Fol, 1743. 

Z. Zavodlky Hiftoiia Arcana. 

Z. Zaluftci Epillolae Hiilorico familiares, 4 vol. 
]^ 1 . . Zaluiki Epi'b. 
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